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“ I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made 
low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.   This is our hope. This is the faith 
that I go back to the South with. With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair 
a stone of hope”.

“ We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope “.

Both these quotations come from Martin Luther King.

The first from his very famous speech at the rally “March on Washington “ focusing on his dream of a 
society where black people and white people live together in harmony.  Hope and faith go hand in hand.

The second less well known, but giving a very positive message, came from his address in Washington 
in February 1968, just two months before he was assassinated in Memphis. 

Hopelessness can come to all of us at times causing despair and lack of motivation. The triggers can 
be traumatic events in our lives or mental health issues. We can experience very powerful emotions 
affecting how we see ourselves and others, changing our behaviour.   We cannot see how to continue 
in our lives. However no feeling can be sustained forever whatever it may be, sadness, disappointment, 
excitement or joy, they all pass.

Dr King believed that hope is the single exception to that rule.   His positive message from the second 
quote is that:   Today’s challenges should never stop us from imagining a better tomorrow. 

In this time of Lent we look forward to the celebration of the resurrection at Easter.

We pray for the Church throughout the world: that she may be a sign of God’s love for all people and 
a beacon of hope for all who are in need.  Amen.

          Janet Green 
         on behalf of the Elders
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Minister: Vacancy

The smell of Pot Noodles is rank round the place,
While on an increasingly elderly face,
I slap on the slap, and though once I was glam,
Nowadays nobody knows who I am.

Geriatric Juliet by Pam Ayres

I get no auditions for Shakespeare or farce,
Jobs, like my eyelashes, daily grow sparse,
The radiant smile which struck men with such force
Has started to look rather more like a horse.

When I walk on the stage, no one’s heart skips a beat,
It’s hard on your knees and it’s hard on your feet
Dressing Room One, I’d invariably have,
But now I’m in Nine, by the side of the lav.

This once was my empire with flowers bedecked,
With laughter, champagne, admiration unchecked,
warmth and excitement, we flirted and laughed.
But times have grown cold, I am feeling the draught

My beautiful talented friends of the day,
Their faces have dimmed, they have melted away.
They took a last bow, disappeared from the stage,
In retirement homes they succumb to their age

The days I played Juliet, how they have flown,
And Romeo’s past it, no joints are his own,
Nothing is left of us, nothing at all,
And even the balcony fell off the wall.

I never foresaw, at the height of my fame
‘Veteran Actress’ alongside my name,
I never envisioned the people who said:
‘Yeah, I remember her’ thought she was dead.’

Farewell thrown flowers and standing ovation,
To newer performers there’s been a migration,
Thus to an end my soliloquy draws,
Bring down the curtain; cue scattered applause.
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Church Family

From Audrey Ward - 01707 654206
When I was a youngster one of my hobbies was collecting foreign stamps.  My collecion was my pride 
and joy.  However, in due course other commitments took up my time and the stamp collection was 
neglected.  Now I find I have a bagful of foreign stamps to give to any collector who would like them 
as a gift.  Please ’phone me and I will arrange to hand them over.

From our last Events Meeting,  various things were suggested for this summer but we need to 
know if they will be well supported before we finalise them.   So get your diaries out.

1. Church Dinner on Friday 24th March at 7 pm for 7.30 in the Alan Bray Hall.  Cost £25   
 for 3 courses.   This will be provided by an outside Caterer.   (Booked - please get   
 your tickets from David Ramsay.)

2.    Easter Breakfast - the ladies are very keen to have this if the men agree ?

3. Coronation Sunday 7th May - do we want to have a Bring & Share Lunch after the Service?

4. Boat Trip with cream tea - (not booked but probably 20th or 22nd June)  

5. BBQ Saturday 8th July  (to be discussed)

CPR Training

Parkfield PPG is now holding a series of CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation) training sessions in 
our church. They hope to hold 6-8 sessions this year. These sessions complement the defibrillator 
we have outside the premises. It would be great if some church members choose to participate in 
one of the sessions. Could you mention this in The News. Anyone interested to contact Janice Neal, 
JaniceNeal@Outlook.com . If somebody has already done it some time ago, a refresher is also a 
good idea.

Charity Lunch Money
Over the past few months we have raised over £500 from the Charity Lunches and Tony and I have 
decided that we would like to sponsor two puppies for training for the blind which was quoted on 
the poster.  This will take £250.   The remaining money we have decided to give to Noah’s Ark, the 
hospice in Finchley for children.  You may remember that Tony & Barbara visited Noah’s Ark to give 
them the cheque which was raised from my garden party last year and they were very impressed 
with the hospital.    We will be unable to have a Lunch on 3rd March as on that day our church is 
hosting the World Day of Pray and in April we will be performing the Faurés Requiem on Good Friday.   
Therefore the next Charity Lunch will be on 5th May which is the Coronation Weekend, so hope to 
see you all then.

Welcome home to Robert & Margaret after their travels with their daughter and family in Tasmania.  
It is good to have you back after so many weeks.  

I have just talked to Tony & Barbara.  Tony is still testing positive to Covid after a week and sounds very 
croaky, and is coughing a bit, but luckily Barbara is free at the moment.   We send them our love and 
hope Tony is free in a few days time.   They enjoyed Tony Alderman’s service this morning on Zoom.
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RECITAL
Phoebe Long Ching Yu (Piano)

and Hiu Lam Lo (clarinet)
3rd March at 12.30 pm

Programme

1. Pierre-Max Dubois - Romance
2. Camille Saint-Saëns - Sonate pour Clarinette et Piano
3. Henri Rabaud - Solo de Concours
4. Francis Poulenc - Sonate pour Clarinette et Piano
5. Jules Semler-Collery - Rêverie et Scherzo

Hiu Lam Lo is a classically trained clarinetist and has performed internationally since 2008. She 
has played with orchestras including the London Symphony Orchestra and VU-Orkest and had the 
privilege to work with prestigious conductors such as Sir Simon Rattle, Elim Chan, Marin Alsop, 
Antonio Pappano, Richard Farnes, Takuo Yuasa, etc. 

Hiu Lam obtained her Bachelor  of  Music wi th Fi rst  Class Honours in 2017 at 
Het Conservatorium Utrecht in the Netherlands under the tutelage of Harrie Troquet.  
She received the Gillian and Freddie Martin Award and a scholarship from the Guildhall and was 
admitted to the Guildhall School of Music and Drama (GSMD) where she acquired First Class Master 
of Performance with distinction in Orchestral Artistry, under the guidance of Andrew Marriner, Andrew 
Webster, Jennifer McLaren and Robert Ault.
 
As an active and passionate chamber musician, her collaborative work spans from small chamber 
groups to large ensembles. Hiu Lam is one of the founding members of the Lakeside Clarinet. She 
was appointed as a Junior Fellow at the GSMD to continue cultivating her commitment to chamber 
music and collaborative performance

    ------------------------oOo-------------------------

Phoebe Long-Ching Yu, is a collaborative pianist based in London. Yu received her master degree 
in piano accompaniment with distinction at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, studying under 
Prof Pamela Lidiard in 2017.  She has performed a wide range of repertoire, including piano solo as 
well as extensive vocal and instrumental accompanying. 

Phoebe was invited to perform in the St. John Smith Square and the Barbican Concert Hall which 
is part of the LSO Guildhall Artist Platforms. Phoebe is currently the rehearsal accompanist for the 
Medici Choir and joined St Albans High School for Girls as a visiting piano teacher in September 2021. 

As we are hosting The World Day of Prayer on 3rd March at 4.00 pm
 there will NOT be a Charity Lunch following this Recital



  The News - March 2023 Page 5  

Phoenix Knit & Natter Group
We meet on the last Wednesday of the month between 2pm and 4pm and our numbers are slowly 
increasing. Most of us make blankets for charity, either knitted or crocheted, but sometimes we make 
things for ourselves or our families. We have tea/coffee and biscuits and a good laugh together. Anyone 
is very welcome to join our happy group.

Chris made this beautiful 
crocheted blanket (102 squares)

Maureen Marlow knitted this 
lovely blanket.

Barbara crocheted/knitted these
 four lovely different blankets

Phoenix Whist Group
 
Every Friday afternoon a group of whist players meet for a couple of hours. On Friday 10th February 
we challenged the U3A Bridge Group who meet on Wednesday mornings at Christ Church, Little Heath 
to a whist match. This was the second occasion we have had a match. Before Christmas Potters Bar 
Phoenix won but this time the Little Heathen’s won. The scores were quite close on both occasions.
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The Church prepares for Eastertime! – 
the Voice in the Cloud

     In my study article last month we began the preparation for Eastertime. The season of Epiphany ends during 
February, and the period of Lent follows; the first Sunday in Lent is 26th February. Be assured that the Spring 
is coming, although February did turn out to be a cold month! Slowly and almost imperceptibly you will have 
noticed that the length of the daytime is increasing as we move away from the Winter Solstice, and whether you 
feel it or not, the earth is gradually warming. When this March issue of The PBURC News is published we shall 
be about three weeks away from the Equinox –equal amounts of day and night – which occurs on 20th March. 
 The traditional start of Lent is Ash Wednesday (22nd February) so we will be in the Lent period when you read 
this magazine.
     My first item in preparation for Easter was in the February magazine, so you possibly have read it and 
started your personal plan in preparation for the biggest event in human history.  Easter week starts with Palm 
Sunday - on 2nd April - so Easter will be celebrated in the April News, this month we shall look at our second 
preparation for Eastertime.
      From last month you may remember that Jesus and his friends were up in the northern territories  near 
Caesarea Philippi. Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem, however on the way he had gathered up quite a large 
group of disciples and admirers. The walk became a time of teaching of the crowds that gathered, and in addition 
he always had time for the sick, the infirm, and the afflicted. Much of his teaching was about the God who loved 
his creation so very much. This God, the Father, was a God of love and Jesus taught ‘’love thy neighbour as 
thy self’’ whereas the Jewish religious leaders saw God as a God of Legalism, and so this brought Jesus into 
conflict with the organised religion of the Rabbis and the Synagogue. Jesus taught a lot about these first two, 
and greatest, Commandments which God had given the Jewish people through Moses and as a result there 
were some interesting happenings during His ministry. For example at one time Jesus had fed a multitude of 
4000 or 5000 people with a meagre supply of food (two loaves and five fishes), then the religious leaders asked 
Jesus for a miracle to prove who he was! 
 There were times when Jesus wanted to be alone with God the Father and pray; there were times when 
he felt the need to instruct his group of disciples about His, and God the Fathers’, work that He was carrying 
out. A time came when Jesus needed to prepare for his reception in Jerusalem and to test the loyalty of his 
three closest friends. Last month we followed that first testing and time of preparation for what was to come; 
when He took Peter, James and John away to a quiet place to pray and to test them and their commitment to 
Him and his purpose. Peter knew who Jesus was and made the bold statement that Jesus was none other than 
the ‘’Son of God’’.
      This month we stay near to Caesarea Philippi and Jesus takes the same three away to a mountain top to 
pray in a silent place, this time up a mountain and in real seclusion. The mountain was probably Mount Hermon 
which is a big, majestic, mountain with mists on its top. It is not a craggy peak but is more of a meadow-covered 
mountain with a big round top. Mount Hermon is in the hills up near the border bordering on the earthquake 
area at the top of the rift valley that stretches from Syria down to Kenya, and only about 17miles from Caesarea 
Philippi.
     Jesus probably had two reasons for choosing this time of preparation for his inner circle of three friends, 
he wanted to make sure of the support of Peter, James and John for His forthcoming suffering and death, but 
also to commune with God the Father to be assured that he, Jesus, was doing the will of the Father and ask 
for his support in what was about to happen. I think that we often forget that Jesus was human and felt pain 
and disappointments and trials just as we do – there is no ‘magic’ ahead for Him. He was an earthly man and 
about to suffer and this was a terrible ordeal that was to end in his death in horrible circumstances, yes and for 
you and me. Let’s follow the story in some detail. Remember that last month we followed Jesus as the great 
revelation of ‘’who do you say that I am’’ took place.  Peter says outright ‘’you are the Messiah’. This month we 
do our second preparation for Eastertime by following the event called ‘’the Transfiguration’’. 
     The details are in the three synoptic Gospels, in date order they are:-

Mark Chapter 9 verses 2 to 9
Matthew Chapter 17, verses 1 to 8
Luke Chapter 9 verses 28 to 36. 

      Mark records that six days later (i.e. after Peters’ confession). Jesus takes Peter, James and John up the 
mountain to pray, Matthew says the same, Luke differs (in about 8 days) and Luke states that the group is 
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Peter, John and James. You might like to recall that later, and in the fullness of time and after He rose again, 
that Peter was the first to lead the group and preach the fact of the Resurrection; James leads the Church in 
Jerusalem; and John goes to Ephesus and becomes a spiritual and thinking leader and lives to a ripe old age
     Mark notes that Jesus’ face and clothes changed in appearance, his face glowed like the sun, his clothes 
became dazzling white - He was transfigured before them. We remember that Mosses glowed, too, when he 
came down from Mount Sinaii with the stone tablets of the law - he too had been with God the Father.
      Next, Moses and Elijah appear to Jesus and the disciples see Jesus talking with them; and presumably 
affirming to Jesus that he was doing the task that God the Father had appointed him to do. 
      Peter is so overcome and excited that he makes the trivial suggestion that all three need accommodating 
in tents. 
     The vision continues as a cloud envelopes them all.  It was a shining cloud, it had a shadow and they were 
frightened what would happen next. We remember that God appeared to the people at the Law giving at Mount 
Sinaii in a cloud. We remember that God led them out of Egypt from within a cloud to hide his presence. God 
was in the cloud at the establishment of the travelling temple or Ark used in the desert and at the completion 
of the Temple at Jerusalem. 
Our three Disciples must have known that they were in the presence of God.
      Then the voice:-  

‘’This is my own dear Son – listen to Him!’’                      (Mark)
‘’This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!‘’      (Matthew)                                        
‘’This is my beloved Son, my chosen one!    Hear Him! ‘’                    (Luke)

Thus affirmation to Jesus that He was indeed doing the will of God the Father, and that the journey to 
Jerusalem and Calvary were both necessary and required of Him.
     Some of the Gospel accounts note that they were all tired and at some point ‘’fell asleep’’. The climb up 
the mountain will have wearied them and then this momentous vision was a lot to understand - so this is not 
surprising - and it likely occurred in the evening because it was the next day that they came down from Mt 
Hermon. On the way down Jesus charged them not to tell anyone what had happened ‘’until the Son of Man 
has risen from death’’
     To conclude our preparation for Eastertime this month, Jesus has shown Peter, James and John that He 
is truly:-   The Messiah, the Son of God,  the promised Saviour of the world.
 Now ponder a while on the words spoken by the Voice in the cloud, which are above in italic type.
            Next month we shall conclude ‘’preparation for Eastertime’’ with that triumphant entry to Jerusalem of 
Jesus the Messiah, the Saviour of the world, the triumphant Man of Sorrows.
     A song seems to be the fitting way to close this study so I choose a song written by Philip Bliss (1838-76), 
based on Isaiah 53, for a  meditation – now read that chapter of Isaiah - it is almost explosive!    

Man of Sorrows! What a name 
For the Son of God, who came 
ruined sinners to reclaim. 
Hallelujah! What a Saviour!

Bearing shame and scoffing rude, 
in my place condemned he stood, 
sealed my pardon with his blood: 
Hallelujah, what a Saviour!

Guilty, helpless, lost were we; 
blameless Lamb of God was he, 
sacrificed to set us free: 
Hallelujah, what a Saviour.

I wish you God’s blessing this coming month as we prepare to welcome our Risen Lord.

                         Geoffrey Peterson

Cont’d from page 6
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It is very interesting when people you see on a Sunday 
leading worship come and give a talk about an experience 
in their life before we knew them. In January, Mike Findley 
came and talked to us about his time in Moscow in the 
late sixties, early seventies. He was working for a British 
engineering firm and negotiating deals with the Russians. 
He had had some language lessons before he went but 
his Russian greatly improved while working there. He told 
us that restaurants in Moscow did shut for lunch because 
their workers needed to have time to have their lunch!

In February, Rev Jonathan Hyde talked about his 
experiences in Afghanistan with the 1st Rifles of the British 
Army. He had joined the army when he retired from the 
police force. As a chaplain he did not carry a rifle but wore 
armour weighing 5 stone  to protect him like the other 
soldiers. He would go out on patrol from the camp. Once 
they went out for a two hour patrol and didn’t come back 
for ten days!  He brought two articles with him, one the 
iron helmet which he is wearing in this photograph and 
the other a pair of black silk trunks.  Amazingly, these 

trunks are given to every soldier to wear because they deflect a bullet, although the bruising is still 
apparent on the legs or thighs.    (Not a lot of people know that !!)
          Barbara Corfe

Phoenix Meetings

Recital by Luke Lally Maguire
As Aino Konkka & Maya Soltan could not get to Potters Bar 
because of the train strike, Stephen was delighted to be able to 
fill their place at the last minute with Luke Lally Maguire.   He 
sent us his programme but unfortunately we did not receive a 
photograph at the time.  However, he played magnificently for 
an hour without  a piece of music in sight.  It always amazes 
us that the musicians that Stephen books for us are very often 
students from the Guild Hall School of Music and are all so 
very professional in their field.  We are so lucky to have the 
opportunity to hear them.
Beethoven - Sonata No.28 in A Major, Op.101
Debussy - Preludes, Book 1
No. 1 - Danseuses de Delphes
No. 5 - Les Collines d’Anacapri
No. 8 - La fille aux cheveux de lin
Rachmaninoff - Etude Tableau in E-Flat Minor, Op. 
39, No. 5
Gibson - Moladh go deo le Dia 
(Irish title which translates as ‘Praise Always to God
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My son’s death is not God’s plan, 
it’s bad luck.
If you take the Sunday Times you will have come across an article 
with the above heading, written by Jonathan Romain, a rabbi, 
writer and broadcaster. I’ve shortened it, concentrating on the 
core messages, which I think may resonate with those who have 
suffered great loss.     Robert Hillyard

“It is every parent’s nightmare. The phone call that changes your 
life for ever and snatches away the future you thought you had. 
In my case, it was when my wife and I were told three weeks ago that our son Benedict had drowned on 
his honey moon.

When tragedy comes knocking, which door do you open? Anger, denial, guilt, blaming others, blaming God?

Many of those who are either religious, or have a vague sense of God, ask: why? Why did a God who is 
supposed to look after us and reward the righteous — or at least not punish the innocent — allow this to 
happen? But “why” never entered my head.

I am a rabbi — I have been the congrega tional minister of Maidenhead synagogue for many years. 
Although it was no pro tection from the pain, it helped me under stand that my pain is not unique. I have 
seen death many times. I have seen many others collapse beneath the same grief, having lost loved ones 
in a multitude of ways — accidents, diseases, suicide. And I have seen those same people, who never 
thought the sun would shine again, eventually enjoying the world: meals out, the cinema or travels abroad. 
So I know that people can survive grief and return to the stream of life.

Perhaps, too, I have spent more of my career than others dwelling on the philos ophy of life and its ending. 
I do not think that Benedict’s death is part of God’s inef fable plan, one day to be revealed to me, shown 
to have been for some overall good. If I did, I’d tell God he f***ed up in my section. (I have never before 
used that word in print, but it accurately expresses my raw feelings right now.)

Instead, I reckon that so much of life is due to chance and random events. We have the gift of life and 
there is nothing to say it should be fair or easy. It is full of both beauty and danger.

I am not sure if there is an afterlife — I still need a little proof before I sign up to it — so I do not think people 
have “gone to a better place”. Even if the soul does con tinue I am not sure it keeps up its individ uality.

My own theory is that the soul could be like a raindrop that falls on to a tree and wends its way down 
the trunk; and then falls into a puddle at the foot of the tree, no longer identifiable but part of some thing, 
present yet absent. Sadly, I do not expect to see my son again.

What has helped the most? Words can be surprisingly useless when it comes to death and either sound 
harsh (“At least he did not suffer long” — yes, but I am suf fering right now) or limp (“I am so sorry” — 
believe me, I am so much sorrier). 

More articulate are a caring hug, a firm handshake and a straight eye. They breathe: “I know there’s 
nothing I can say, but I want you to know I am with YOU.”

Since Benedict’s death I have been con tacted by dozens who have lost a son or daughters in their teens, 
twenties or thir ties. Of course, there is still a part of them that aches, an emotional black hole that can 
threaten to overwhelm them at times. but the remarkable human instinct for survival has pulled them through.

So I know that one day, I too will laugh and sing again, although I must admit it does not feel like that right 
now. It may be tough reaching that point, but at least I know it is there and will happen eventually.

My son is dead and life goes on. So do other losses. I am about to take someone else’s funeral and I shall 
stand there both as rabbi and as fellow mourner.
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What a pleasure to have Tony Alderman to help your reviewer get “back 
in the saddle” after 8 weeks with our families in the UK and Oz!

Tony knows us all so well and follows the football fortunes of Southampton, 
noting that a recent victory over Chelsea would have had a late member 
that we have in treasured memory celebrating with a large box of 
chocolates – thus moving smoothly into the theme of the day, “Temptation”. 
Mind you it wasn’t just the thought and smell of chocolates, it was the 
smell of coffee, freshly baked doughnuts and bacon. Were we tempted? We are all tempted at times 
and have to take temptation seriously.

The two Bible readings covered the temptation in the Garden of Eden and Jesus’s temptation by 
the Devil after 40 days in the wilderness following his baptism by John the Baptist.  Tony noted that 
Adam and Eve wanted to be wise like God but having eaten the apple seemed to become crafty like 
the snake, undermining mutual trust and passing the blame around. Their eyes were not opened to 
God’s wisdom, but to their nakedness.

Matthew’s account of the temptation of Jesus has references back to Deuteronomy and Isaiah, the 
40 days symbolising drawing on the wisdom gained by the Israelites in their 40 years in the desert. 
Jesus responds to all three temptations with “It is written…..”. “If you are the son of God” reminds us 
of Isaiah 11 explicitly linking to Jesus. By fasting Jesus has learned that he is fed by the word of God. 
He won’t jump because he is confident of his Father’s love and affirms, with Moses, that he should 
“worship the Lord your God and serve only him”.

Tony read us a story that Gerald Martin had provided for The News 15 years ago about the speedy 
driver of a flash Jaguar stopped by a flying brick. The ‘punchline’ was “Don’t go through life so fast 
that someone has to throw a brick at you to get your attention”. God whispers in our souls and speaks 
to our hearts, but sometimes we don’t have time to listen. If he throws a brick, it’s our choice whether 
to listen or not.

He quoted Phillipa Perry, a psychotherapist, that nowadays many of us get what we want so easily 
and instantly – the gap between urge and fulfilment is so short – that we may find it difficult to 
acknowledge our real needs or understand our deepest desires. Jesus’s time in the wilderness gave 
him the opportunity to separate what he did not really need from what he most deeply desired.

Lord Darlington’s comment in Lady Windermere’s Fan, “I can resist everything except temptation”, 
was that of a man whose morals served his own self-interest. More seriously, Wilde in ”The soul of 
Man under socialism”, notes that disobedience is man’s original virtue. It is through disobedience that 
progress has been made, through disobedience that we know that “obeying orders” is no excuse. 

Jesus’s three responses to the Devil are about his relationship with God – listening, trusting and 
serving. Jesus faces a test of his core values, his wisdom and his nature – to use his powers to meet 
his own needs or those of others, to show off by putting himself in danger, or to abuse his powers 
to gain wealth and glory. His answers help us when we face a test of our own courage and choices. 
Each time he looks back to collective wisdom for guidance. Trust in God and do what is right, not 
just what brings us rewards.

Both readings represent a rite of passage. Adam & Eve move from innocence to knowledge and 
must face the world beyond the protection of Eden. Jesus demonstrates integrity as he takes up his 

Morning Service - led by Tony Alderman

Cont’d on page 12



  The News - March 2023 Page 11

Diary for March

Fri 3 12.30  Recital by Phoebe (Long Ching) Yu - Piano & Clarinet 
    NO CHARITY LUNCH
  16.00  WORLD DAY OF PRAYER (Tea & Cakes to follow)

Sun 5 11.00  Communion Service led by Anne Walton

Mon 6 19.50  Poker Evening 

Wed 8 14.00  Events Meeting

Fri 10 15.00  Whist Group till 17.00 

Mon 13 19.00  Choir Rehearsal for Faurés Requiem (till 20.30)

Wed 15 19.30  Phoenix Group - Speaker Rod Chilcott

Fri 17 15.00  Whist Group till 17.00

Sun 19 11.00  Mothering Sunday led by Revd Jonathan Hyde

Mon 20 19.00  Choir Rehearsal for Faurés Requiem (till 20.30)

Fri 24 19.00  CHURCH DINNER in Alan Bray Hall

Sat 25   CLOCKS GO FORWARD

Sun 26 11.00  Communion Service led by Tony Alderman
    followed by Annual General Meeting   (bring lunch)

Mon 27 19.00  Rehearsal for Faurés Requiem at K.C.M. (please note)

Wed 29 14.00  Knit & Natter Group till 16.00

Fri 31 15.00  Whist Group till 17.00   

Friday 7th April at 19.00
Performance of Faurés Requiem by 

The Good Friday Choir at The United Reformed Church
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Preparation of Communion
 5 Mar Janet O’Connor/Mary Deller
 19 Mar Heather Rae/Marian Poulton

Charity Lunches 
 3 Mar NO  CHARITY LUNCH THIS MONTH - next one will be on 6th May.

Coffee Rota  
 5 Mar Marian Poulton 
 12 Mar Margaret Hillyard
 19 Mar Chris Ramsay
 26 Mar Heather Rae 

Flower  Rota   (Arrangers : Heather Rae/Marian Poulton) 
 5 Mar H.Rae/G.Peterson
 12 Mar ? 
 19 Mar ?
 26 Mar Megan Young

Duty Officer 
 5 Mar Janet Green
 12 Mar Tony Corfe
 19 Mar David Ramsay
 26 Mar Janet O’Connor

Pulpit Supply
5 Mar Anne Walton
12 Mar John Wainwright
19 Mar Revd Jonathan Hyde
26 Mar Tony Alderman

Bible Readers
 5    Mar David Ramsay
          12    Mar Mary Deller
          19    Mar Frank Palmer
          26    Mar Marian Poulton

ministry. The rite of passage from adolescence to maturity is a time of searching for identity (who I 
am? what path do I follow? what is right?). Lent is a time to enter our own ‘wilderness’ and review 
our answers to these questions. Who do we trust as we make our choices? Can God trust us to take 
temptation seriously?

(For me, both readings are examples of imaginings, writing what the authors felt might or should 
have happened to meet the message they wished to convey, as was the literary custom of the time. 
Like Wilde, I would regard the gaining of knowledge of what is good and bad as a hugely positive 
step - man’s original virtue. For how would an innocent be able to judge between the message from 
God and that of the snake?

Mark, the first to record Jesus’s life, just notes that after his baptism the Spirit made him go into the 
desert where he stayed 40 days, being tempted by Satan. And both Paul and Mohammed, after 
experiencing similarly life-changing visions, went away for long periods to work out their meaning, 
and put their lives back together before starting their works. Matthew is concerned with establishing 
Jesus’s legitimacy and provides much more  ‘back story’ in his Gospel.

This does not affect or in any way undermine the conclusions that Tony has drawn from the readings. 
The events at his baptism were life-changing for Jesus, and using the new powers he sensed brought 
temptations. This was a man making the choices he knew were right.)     Robert Hillyard

You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/ 
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WEDNESDAY 15th MARCH :  MIND YOUR P’s & Q’s  !!! 
   Rod Chilcot has a unique Pot Pourri which he will empty. 

 
WEDNESDAY 19th APRIL :   Tony Alderman is known to us as he has taken 
church services for many years.  He will talk about his vast experience of 
volunteering in the charitable sector. His humour will no doubt have us 
laughing. 
 
WEDNESDAY 17th MAY  :  Alison May will share what it is like to work at the 
Peace Hospice.   

 
WEDNESDAY 21ST JUNE :  Nicola McKinnon works with HERTSMERE 
YOUNG HOMELESS.  She will tell us what is being done locally for our local 
youths.  The talk is likely to be shorter than usual.  Please will you come and share 
with us something about one of your family members .. Past or Present .. who has 
some interesting facet to be interesting for the group.  Only a few will be called upon 
but please be prepared. Max. 5 minutes each. 
 
WEDNESDAY 19th JULY : to be advised 
 
WEDNESDAY 16th AUGUST : Eddie from Majestic Flowers will help us to 
make his third creation. 
 

September: Games Evening October: David Morris
 November: Noah’s   Ark 

 
WE ASK FOR A DONATION OF £4 PER VISITOR EACH EVENING. 
 
£1 donated to a charity.  £2 donated to PB URC Church.  (Energy Costs) 
£1 kept for expenses of the PHOENIX GROUP.   Thank you 
 
For Information please call:  Tony  01707 661160. 

PHOENIX GROUP 
UNITED Reformed Church, Potters Bar 

	   3rd Wednesday evening in the month.  7.30 pm – 9 pm 

Darkes Lane, Potters Bar, EN6 1BZ 


