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A BIG problem; or a BIG opportunity
Sadly, David Ramsay is resigning as Church Secretary with his health as a primary factor. We are losing a wise 
pair of hands who has steadied the ship for several years. He is also resigning as an elder, as is Janet Green, 
both notable losses to the decision making of the church.

A shortage of elders is not a new problem for our church. I remember coming to PBURC as a visiting preacher 
several years ago and rebuking the church for its lack of elders. The church was much stronger then but still 
there were insufficient people coming forward. Why?

If I may be permitted to use ‘business speak’ please? We are over-managed and micro-managed. Over-managed 
by boring meetings every month of elders and PFC. Why monthly? No wonder people don’t want to get involved. 

We are micro-managed because both meetings spend most of their time on routine details and not enough on 
strategy. We must move forward and plan for this church for the next generation and the one after that. I hear 
the response now “Ah David you are forgetting that we are a CIO!” I have created a foodbank CIO and am 
chair of a preschool CIO. It is no big deal. In our case it was an unnecessary step recommended by the URC. 
I remember that at Borehamwood the URC letter came to churches saying they should become CIOs. I was 
asked what we should do. “Do nought until we have to.” Churches still don’t have to be separate CIOs. Another 
element of micro-managed is that far too many details have to be agreed by one or both committees when they 
should be left to the responsible person (who knows more about it anyway). Trust.

There is a strength at the level where things happen. Kathy’s funeral worked because there was no time to 
consult committees and people buckled down and got on with it. We did a great job that was much appreciated. 
We were a church. 

Another strength is the considerable competences of so many people. Some are on existing committees but 
many have drawn away often due to disagreements in the past. 

If we go on as we are then we will continue to decline. And we could die whilst apparently weaker churches 
survive. A football analogy now. They will survive because they are hungry. We will die spending our significant 
funds but achieving little.

Now is the time to change for the future. 

1. We need a Church Secretary and more elders

2. We need to split the business side including the premises from the church side. The church side to con-
centrate on worship, evangelism and the people of God.

3. Both Elders and PFC meetings to be every two months.

4. Elders to concentrate on strategy, growth and the church. Some responsibilities will remain for approval 
but routine matters to be in the hands of designated officers and church staff.

5. Realistic budgets which give due budgetary permissions. Not a wish list mostly not accomplished.

6. Husband resources better. Generally, do Essential, but only do Recommended if there are adequate real 
benefits

7. Form an active Worship Group to move the spiritual life of the church forward. Worship to be at 
the top of the Elders’ meeting agenda.

This church has great people resources. Let us harness these to ensure that this is both a powerhouse of 
Evangelism and an inviting home for the people of God.

The first step is be willing to respond to the request to be an elder. And if you think that you can help but might 
not be nominated see the Church Secretary. No reasonable offer refused!

         Rev David Aplin
       On behalf of the Elders and the Church
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Church Officers and Elders

Lettings Officer Jane Wood
 Mobile: 07879 687569
 
Premises Caroline Sutherland 
Manager Mobile: 07411 961770

Chairman     John Knott
Premises & Tel: 01707 335238
Finance
Committee  

Serving Elders 
 
 David Aplin Revd 07900673529 
 Tony Corfe  661160
 Janet Green  657848
 Alastair Maclean 653636
 David Ramsay  647300 

Secretary David Ramsay
 Tel:  01707 647300

Treasurer Tony Corfe
 Tel:  01707 661160

Minister: Vacancy

Lunchtime Recital 12.30 pm
3rd February 2023 

Aino Konkka - Mezzo-soprano
Maya Soltan - Piano

Kristina Arakelyan:  Dreamland

Selections from Aaron Copland:  Twelve Poems of Emily Dickinson

7. Sleep is supposed to be
11. Going to Heaven!
12. The Chariot

Tauno Pylkkanen:  Kuoleman joutsen (The Swan of Death), Op.21

* Kuoleman joutsen
* Pastorale
* Viimeinen kehtolaulu
* Taivainen rekiretki
* Joutsenlaulu

CHARITY LUNCH WILL FOLLOW THIS RECITAL

Full details of this Recital appear on the notice board in the Vestibule.
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Church Family
We thank all those members of our church past and present, who sent us Christmas cards this year:
Jennifer & Angus Cameron, Tony & Barbara Corfe, Revd Jeanne Ennals, Joan Gooding, Joan Jobson, 
Daphne & Alastair Maclean, Gerald Martin, Heather Rae/Geoff Peterson, Chris & David Ramsay, 
Audrey Ward.   We wish you all a happy and healthy New Year.

Joan Howard
Joan would like to thank everyone very much for the plant and christmas card that she received from 
the church.  They were much appreciated and she sends herr best wishes to everyone.

Carol Service
Our Carol Service was held on 19th December and was quite well attended.  It was led by Revd 
David Aplin and David Ramsay, with music of course from Stephen.  It consisted of all our favourite 
carols, and lessons chosen by David Aplin, read by several members of our church.   Afterwards we 
all enjoyed mulled wine (first time made by Barbara & Tony) and mince pies. 

Christmas Eve Service
This was held as usual at 11.30 pm, led by Tony Corfe.  We had 12 members of our church and a 
few friends and much to our surprise a family from Mount Grace Road who had their daughter visiting 
from Australia, which swelled our numbers a lot.  As last year Tony had arranged us in a circle and 
we only had the lights from the many Christmas trees which gave a warm glow to the proceedings.  
We were also given a pencil torch to hold which was a lovely idea.   Music from Stephen of course 
and it was good to see Paula and also Nigel and his daughter.  A lovely way to begin Christmas Day  
Unfortunately it was too dark for a good photo to be taken but Barbara did take one which is on 
Page  12.

Last Sunday, I arrived at church, locked my car and walked into the church.   As I prepared to take 
Mary home after the Service, I couldn’t believe my car keys were not in my bag, having turned it out 
three times, or any of my pockets.   At that stage many kind people who were still in the church all 
hunted around under and over all the places that I had been during and before the service.  Luckily I 
had another car key at home and a kind lady, Maureen Marlow, took me home to collect the second 
key.   On returning once more to the church, I decided to have a final look around and Alastair was 
the only person remaining and so he too hunted around to no avail.   I then decided it could not be 
found and said to Alastair - “let’s go home.”    As I started up my engine Alastair was approaching my 
car, holding up my car keys.  “Where on earth, were they, Alastair”  I asked.  “In my coat pocket” he 
replied.   We both burst into laughter, but Alastair is absolutely sure he didn’t put them in his pocket, 
and to this day the mystery remains.  I have learnt a lesson, do not walk into the church with your 
car keys in your hand as I must have laid them on the table.   Magically they jumped into Alastair’s 
pocket !!
p.s.  I have Alastair’s agreement to write this !!                                  
                         Janet O’C

Magic Story of the Keys

*   *   *   *

*   *   *   *

*   *   *   *

*   *   *   *
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This Sunday it was the Hillyards turn to be in the spotlight with a birthday/golden wedding anniversary celebration 
during the previous week. Your reviewer could hide behind the video camera, but Margaret had to be up front 
there to receive a Golden Celebration Rose, a surprise gift from the church put together by Janet O’Connor 
and Chris Ramsay.

 Then we got down to business. We were into Part 4 of the Journey of Faith – “It’s not about me, it’s 
about us” - and Mike told us he liked the reading from Genesis 1 because it set God’s creation of mankind in 
a positive light - original goodness, not the source of original sin (and I do, because it doesn’t present God’s 
creation of women as an afterthought).  Mike has difficulty with the idea of man being made in the likeness of 
God. This part of the Bible was written at a time when people believed the world was flat and the centre of the 
universe with God an anthropomorphic being just up there above the clouds. It’s unlikely that we are made in 
the likeness of God because God in a physical sense is something – now we understand the size and scope 
of the universe – far beyond what we can possibly imagine. Mike suspects that this arrogance by man is one 
of the reasons that led to the Tower of Babel story – to bring man back down to earth!
 God created the universe in order that we might have a relationship with him, and we exist to have a 
relationship with God. We are taught some things about him, but we can’t imagine everything about God. We 
need to be in relationship with all that God loves. This means we need to be in relationship with each other. We 
are not individuals on our own, we are part of something bigger that we have to relate to, and indeed we are 
dependent on each other. As we grow, we move from being dependent on our parents to becoming independent 
and then hopefully to the realisation that we are interdependent.
 Karl Jung talks about the ‘morning’ and ‘afternoon’ of our lives. In the morning we are concerned with 
physical things, getting educated, making a career, having a family, buying a house. When these things are 
hopefully settled, we can start feeding back into our lives the things we excluded earlier on. We can become 
more philosophical, hopefully more spiritual. This is the afternoon. And Jung said you can’t live the afternoon 
of your life according to the programme of life’s morning.
 Most cultures and sadly most organised religions seem to be ‘first half of life’ based.  It’s all about 
me: how can I be important, be safe, make money, look attractive – and for Christians “how can I think well of 
myself and go to heaven. How can I be on the high moral ground?”. Ego questions, not questions of the soul. 
Mike thinks that many Christians have not moved beyond these survival and security questions. Wanting to go 
to heaven is language for security: my future, not the shared future of humanity. Religion becomes a private 
insurance policy for that future, still about me, but piously disguised. Any sense of being part of a cosmos, or 
that God is doing anything bigger and better than saving individual souls - and mine in particular – is of no 
interest.
 In the second half of our lives, we must hope that God and grace can move us so that religion becomes 
more of a mystical matter than a moral matter; about union with all and participating in and with God. The work 
of true religion is to help us transition from stage to stage of our lives towards ever deeper union with God and 
all things. Prayer and contemplation takes the leap into community; we know that what we are experiencing 
can only be held by the whole and that we are only a part, a very grateful part. We begin to sense a presence 
that imbues all things – could this be God? – and we begin to experience mutuality within ourselves. We have 
begun to understand the nature of the spirit.   God refuses to be understood as any kind of object. God is not 
a being, something you physically define. God exists by mutuality, by sharing, by communicating. 
 And so to Romans 12. In Paul’s lifetime the church was not an institution or a structural grouping of 
common practices or beliefs. It was a living organism, communicating the Gospel through relationships. Paul’s 
metaphor for this was the Body of Christ. Many parts, and all do not have the same function. So we (though 

Morning Service - Mike Findley
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many) are one body in Christ and individually parts of one another since we have gifts that differ. And at the 
heart of this body, providing the energy, is the love of God that’s being poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit, the foundational energy of the universe, the ground of all being. Jesus’s teachings of forgiveness, healing 
and justice are the evidence of such a shared life. Peace-making, forgiveness and reconciliation are not some 
kind of ticket to heaven later, they are the signature of heaven now.
 Humans are essentially social beings. Each of us is just a fingerprint or footprint of God but we are 
essentially connected with one another. The pattern of the universe is that we are one. To make community a 
reality we must change the pattern of our lifestyles. We can be at rest; we don’t have to live competitively. We 
don’t have to climb or succeed because there’s nothing “up there” that isn’t down here.
The Body of Christ metaphor is the template and pattern for our entire universe, from atoms to galaxies. We 
come to truly know God through exchange of mutual knowing and loving, not through a rightly informed believer. 
God communicates primarily through the Journey and the bonding that takes place throughout that journey, 
whether it is in communities, in marriages, in friendships, in families, in tribe or nations, schools or churches. We 
bond with other people. God wants to bond with us and when we bond with other people we are participating 
in God’s love - maybe without our seemingly knowing it. 
 Unless Christ is experienced as a living relationship between people, the Gospel remains largely an 
abstraction – a thing of the head rather than the heart.  Christ has to be passed on personally through faithfulness 
and forgiveness to one another and through concrete bonds of union. Not so much by word, by sermons or 
institutions or ideas: unless we pass on the knowledge of Christ through our actions, our belief is meaningless.
Living in community is living in such a way that others can access and influence our lives: think of all the people 
who have brought us to where we are today, influenced our lives and helped us on our journey. We need to 
help other people on their journeys. Without communion with others, we don’t fully exist as our true selves. We 
need to love ourselves, but to love others as ourselves - and the best way to love ourselves IS to love others. 
So we have to see ourselves as part of a living organism and then we share our successes and our failures, 
we help each other and the last part of our Journey of Faith is hopefully not a journey we have on our own. 
That last part is a connected journey with others we help and who help us.   Mike believes we have to embark 
on the afternoon of our lives in co-operation with others. We need to find those people who shut themselves 
away, befriend them and help them, because being lonely must be a dreadful thing.
 And as we move into Advent and towards Christmas we need to think about how we both build and 
are part of community with each other, community with all of God’s creation, becoming an integral part of the 
body of Christ now, which will help us integrate more easily  into whatever realm we will wonderfully discover 
when this part of our life here on earth is over and we move on to another place.  God bless us, be joyful and 
thankful and share our lives with others. 

 (Last week I ended with the comment “If we want to keep that freedom that David talks about, we have to 
change our lives and behaviours to become truly compatible citizens of that future – or it won’t feel like heaven”. 
It seems to me that in the four parts of his Journey of Faith, Mike has given us a roadmap for this – something 
we should be very thankful for.
Mike’s approach is both mystical and philosophical. His description of a non-anthropomorphic God - encompassing 
the whole universe yet imbued in everything - is more subtle, less magisterial; at first sight perhaps less “great”, 
but in reality more complex and much larger. And his description of how we experience the Holy Spirit in those 
fleeting moments of joy, of love, of elation, of well-being in our relationships with our partners, family, friends 
and communities - and that which comes from our appreciation of great beauty in the world around us (and 
beyond) - is quite compelling. I think it is what many of us might hope to experience or re-experience in heaven. 
 So why not take his advice to maximise those moments in our lives on earth?)

You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/                                      Robert Hillyard

Con’t from page 4
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It was good to welcome Tom Jesty back again to play for us. He was with us in September with 
Charlie Walker and her cello, but hits time he brought George Cooke with him – a good friend from 
university days, and also a cellist.

We really appreciated the introductions 
to the pieces with Tom playing us a 
few notes on the piano to illustrate 
some of the themes we were to listen 
for.

A delightful programme starting with 
pieces from Schumann and Dvoȓák, 
a piano solo of a piece by Cécile 
Chaminard, a barcarolle.

Then we moved to Spain with a piece by Granados-Goyescas presenting George with the 
challenges of plucking the strings and playing a double stop.
They closed with Debussy’s Cello Sonata.

We were enchanted by the performance and tickled by Tom’s  third foot pedal to change the pages 
of music displayed on his tablet – modern technology for you.
We hope to see them again in 2023.
You can view the recital video at https://pottersbarurc.org/latest-news-2-2/ 
 

Lunchtime Recital - Tom Jesty & George Cooke

Phoenix - Wreath Making
On 7th December Eddie & Stephanie Lui from Majestic Flowers came to give us a demonstration 
of how to produce our own Christmas wreaths.   We were provided with the frame, wet moss and 
greenery and we provided our own decorations.   Fourteen of us took part and there were some 
pretty impressive wreaths at the end of the evening as you will see below.   A very enjoyable evening 
and although mine is no longer on the wall, it is still looking good even after all the snow and frost.   
Thank you Eddie & Stephanie.
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Toy Service - Anne Walton
I think we all appreciate the regular commitment that Anne 
shows for us, travelling down from Milton Keynes to lead our 
Services, but this week was probably “beyond the call of duty” – 
coming down despite severe laryngitis. She couldn’t have done 
it without her support team, daughter Natalie who read Anne’s 
two reflections (peerlessly) and Janet Green, who took over the 
prayers, leaving Anne to conduct the Communion. In fact, Anne’s 
voice seemed to improve as we went through the service. The lemon and honey may have helped 
– and no whisky she assured us!

But first we congratulated Doreen on 
her birthday this Friday.
We also welcomed Leyla from the 
Young families Refuge in South 
Mimms to tell us something about 
their work. The toys and the gifts 
for the mothers we collect at our 
Toy Service bring joy and are much 
appreciated.

The Old Testament reading from Isaiah 11 talks about a new king that will arise from amongst David’s 
descendants, possessing all the attributes of a perfect king and ushering in a new age of nirvana. So 
it’s a bit of a stretch to link it to the realities of Jesus’s life as recorded in the Gospels.
Anne focused on the many moments of waiting in our lives. How does it feel? Exciting, frustrating, or 
just boring. Do we wait passively, irritably, or use our time effectively?
December is a busy time with much to do before Christmas and much anticipation. Do we make time 
to wait in quietness to hear God speak and experience the Holy Spirit coming to us? And the waiting 
also echoes the anticipation in “your Kingdom come, your will be done”.

Matthew 3 describes John in the desert preaching and baptising. “Turn away from your sins, because 
the kingdom of heaven is near”. And there was plenty of winnowing, and chaff to be thrown in the fire.
Anne told us that total immersion was something both Jews and Gentiles of the time would be familiar 
with. Indeed, just outside the temple at Jerusalem there were pools, called Mikva’ot where people 
who felt they were unclean could bath themselves before entering the temple. The bigger mikvah 
had dividing walls across the pool that you had to dive under, so you were totally immersed and 
ritually pure. The Mikva’ot were also used by Gentiles converting to Judaism and the dividing wall 
ensured they were completely purified before they could enter the temple. The Mikva’ot were filled 
from an active spring of living water to keep them pure. So why were so many people going out to 
John to be baptised in the Jordan – not the cleanest of rivers? Even the Pharisees and Sadducees, 
the religious leaders, came to hear John (though they got pretty short shrift) and they placed great 
importance on ritual purity.
Anne suspected that it was because John’s fame had spread so wide that even they wanted to hear 
what he had to say – possibly the shortest sermon ever preached. But John went on to say that 
repenting, however sincere, was not enough, you had to do those things that showed you had turned 
away from your sins. You needed to bear fruit in order to escape being thrown into the fire as chaff.
Worthy fruit is something so powerful that other people want to turn towards it too. It’s a complete 
reversal in lifestyle, attitude, and the way we interact with others. Anne suggested we often think of 
repentance in terms of what we need to repent from, turning away from sin, but this begs the question 
of what God calls us to repent towards.
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When we turn in the direction God wants us to go and we follow faithfully, we demonstrate a life that 
is worth repenting for. Others take note and start to desire such fruitfulness in their lives. So let us live 
lives that are so compelling that others will see us as the child of God and they will want to share in 
the peace and compassion for others that we demonstrate in our lives. Perhaps most importantly we 
remember that repentance is not a one-off action, it’s something we should do regularly – which is 
why our Services contain prayers of confession. So as we wait patiently for Christ’s second coming, 
let’s keep turning away from our habits and patterns of sin and keep turning towards God’s love, 
made real in Jesus.

(Having worked through Mike’s sermon last 
week, I wonder whether John saw in the 
Pharisees and Sadducees people who had 
not “moved beyond the survival and security 
questions”. Certainly, John calling them snakes 
suggests he thought so. And Anne’s “repenting 
towards” may be an echo of Mike’s  ”Probably 
the most important way of bringing people into 
our faith is what people see of us in life – what 
we do. Can they see God working in our lives?”     
I’d like to think so.)     Robert Hillyard

You can view the Service video at https://
pottersbarurc/services

Cont’d from page 7

Little pill here in my hand, I wonder how you understand,
Just what to do and where to go, to stop the ache that hurts me so.

Within your covering lies relief, you work alone in unbelief,
You sink in regions there below, as down my throat you quickly go.

But what I wonder, little pill, how do you know where I am ill?
And just how do you really know, just where you are supposed to go?

I’ve got a headache that is true, and other pains need attention too.
So how can anything so small, end my aches in no time at all?

Do you work alone or hire a crew, to do the good things that you do.
I’m counting on you mighty strong, to get where you truly belong.

Don’t let me down and please don’t shirk, but do your undercover work,
So down my throat be on your way, and end my aches another day

Don’t make a wrong turn is my plea, ‘Cos I can’t take another till AFTER THREE !!

Ode to a Pill
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The Aeolian Singers Concert
What a pleasure to have the Aeolian Singers at Potters Bar URC 
to perform their Christmas Concert. It was a ‘first’ for us, and they 
came with an extensive programme of carols, two readings and 
other choral pieces. It being the 150th anniversary of Vaughan 
Williams the second piece was his Fantasia on Christmas Carols 
with James Rowland the lead Baritone. 

We settled in for an enjoyable evening, but there was 
work for us to do!
There was “Joy to the world”, with Simon playing clips 
from 5 different composers in the accompaniment. 
Tricky, but we (the audience) got most of them. We 
had an interval break for a glass of wine and a few 
mince pies (as is usual), vastly overrunning the 
planned 10 minutes.
Back into Part-2, after a couple of choral pieces, 
Stephen trained the audience up for their part of 
Three Wise Men, a round. With the choir split in two 
(one member had to sing in both halves) we set off on 
a 3-part round, manfully trying to keep our bit going. So much fun that we had to repeat it a fourth time. 

Then, after the second reading, Simon Worley played Leroy Anderson’s Sleigh Ride for us as an organ solo.

Lots more to enjoy and “We wish you a merry Christmas” to close. And indeed, we do – especially 
to the Aeolians who entertained us so comprehensively. We went home well satisfied after a most 
enjoyable evening – and many commented to that effect.    (This took place on 8th December.)
You can view the Concert Video at https://pottersbarurc.org/latest-news-2-2/ 

*  Be decisive. Right or wrong, make a decision. The road is paved with flat squirrels who couldn’t  
   make a decision.
*  Happiness is not having to set the alarm clock.
*  When I get a headache I take two aspirin and keep away from children, just like the bottle says.
*  Just once, I want the prompt for username and password to say, “Close enough.”
*  So, you drive across town to a gym to walk on a treadmill?
*  If you see me talking to myself, just move along. I’m self-employed. We’re having a meeting.
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Performance of Fauré’s Requiem
7.00 pm on 7th April 2023

at Potters Bar United Reformed  Church

THE GOOD FRIDAY CHOIR

Director of Music - Stephen Jones
Accompanist - Simon Worley

The Good Friday Choir will be having four rehearsals on Mondays, 13th, 20th, 27th March 
and 3rd April from 7.00 - 8.30 pm at The United Reformed Church for a performance on 

Good Friday.
If you enjoy singing please come and join us and give your details to Tony Corfe at 

tony@mrcorfe.co.uk or hand your details into the URC Office 
for the attention of Tony Corfe.  

Details should include:  Name, Telephone No., Email, and state whether you are 
Soprano, Alto, Tenor or Bass.  

 Also say whether you will be attending the Workshop.
We would love to welcome you.

The Good Friday Choir
It is that time of year when we start to search out for those who would like to join the Good Friday 
Choir.  This year we will be singing Faurè’s Requiem on 7th April.  We hope that you will wish to join 
us and would ask you to forward this to encourage as many singers to be part of the 2023 Choir.

In addition our Director of Music, Stephen Jones, is organising a workshop to set the style and give 
us a first practise for the Faurè’s Requiem.  This will take place on Saturday 18th February.  The 
charge of £20 will be used to support the professional members of the choir and any surplus will be 
used by our church for charitable purposes.

10.00am  Doors open for registration, coffee and music distribution
10.30am - 12.30pm Workshop session 1
12.30pm - 1.30 pm Lunch (please make your own arrangements)  
1.30pm - 3.30 pm Workshop session 2
3.30pm - 4.00pm Tea and biscuits
4.00pm  Informal sing-through  
 
Please see the slip below and return your details to me.  Please also state whether you will be 
attending the Workshop.    I will collect the £20 for the workshop on the 18th February.
Any questions, please do not hesitate to call me: 07973 516718.  Up to 10pm would be fine.
         
         Tony Corfe (Elder) URC
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Diary for February
Fri 3 12.30  Recital (see page 2)
  13.15  Charity Lunch
  19.00  Choir Practice ?
Sun 5 11.00  Morning Service & Communion led by Martyn Macphee
Mon 6 19.30  Poker evening till 21.00

Fri 10 15.00  Whist - until 17.00
   19.00    Choir Practice ?
 
Sun 12 11.00  Family Service led by Mike Findley

Wed 15 19.30  Phoenix Evening - Revd Jonathan Hyde

Fri 17 15.00  Whist - until 17.00
  19.00  Choir Practice ?

Sat 18 10.00  Fauré’s Workshop - until 16.30

Sun 19 11.00  Morning Service & Communion led by Revd David Aplin

Wed 22 14.00  Knit & Natter - until 16.00

Fri 24 15.00  Whist - until 17.00
  19.00  Choir Practice

Sun 26 11.00  Family Service led by Tony Alderman

Rotas for February

Preparation of Communion
 5 Feb Chris Ramsay/AudreyWard

 19 Feb Margaret Hillyard/Barbara Corfe

Charity Lunches 
 3 Feb Mary Deller, Heather Rae, Marian Poulton 

Coffee Rota  
 5 Feb Chris/David Ramsay 
 12 Feb Heather Rae/Geoff Peterson
 19 Feb Chris/David Ramsay
 26 Feb Heather Rae/Geoff Peterson

Flower  Rota   (Arrangers  Margaret Hillyard/Chris Ramsay 
 5 Feb Janet O’Connor
 12 Feb Mary Deller 
 19 Feb Joan Gooding
 26 Feb ?

Duty Officer 
 5 Feb Janet O’Connor
 12 Feb Tony Corfe
 19 Feb David Ramsay
 26 Feb Frank Palmer

Pulpit Supply
5th Feb Martyn Maphee
12th Feb Mike Findley
19th Feb Revd David Aplin
26th Feb Tony Alderman
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Phoenix	  Wreath	  Making	  Workshop	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Potters	  Bar	  Community	  Choir	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	   	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Phoenix	  Christmas	  Quiz	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Christmas	  Eve	  Service	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Christmas	  Morning	  
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A few of 
the many 
trees we 
had in the 
church and 
vestibule
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On a cold and frosty morning – Good King Wenceslas came to mind, 
especially as David Ramsay had the cold weather packages from 
Hertsmere BC for the over 50ies (hats, blankets, soup packet, porridge 
and chocolate) but nobody in church seemed to feel it was for them. We 
will keep them for the ‘warm spaces’ attendees on Fridays.

The Service was another multi-person enterprise, with Elders, choir, and 
a few others ‘press-ganged’ to contribute to an enjoyable hour. And it 
was - with Joy being the day’s theme. David grows better at the worship 
leader/master of ceremonies role each time he does this, mixing the 
traditional with the personal in his themes.

The readings from Isaiah 61 and 1 Thessalonians 5 set us up for the 
Sermon, which David had based on a sermon from Revd Katherine 
Hedderly. So, on this third Sunday of Advent we were with John the 
Baptist in a wilderness, witnessing and pointing the way to Jesus but 
also in a place of suspension as we wait for the coming of God to be 
with us in Christ.    We are called to live with joy: this Sunday is called 
Gaudate Sunday, a time when the traditional fasting and restrictions of 
Advent were eased as a reminder of the joy that we anticipate of God’s 
coming to be with us at Christmas (Gaudate means ‘rejoice’, as both the 
readings encourage us to do). John the Baptist points the way to the 
good news that it is in Jesus that joy will be known. The joy is linked 
to restoration and a brighter future. The message that the oppressed 
will find liberation, broken hearts will be restored, prisoners released, 
refugees find a new home and hope for a new beginning seems as 
relevant today for the people of Ukraine as it was then, David noted. 
The world was still broken today.

John encourages us to live as heralds of joy, with the confidence of all 
we know about Jesus and the joy he has brought us. David asked us 
about the moments of joy in our lives and told us to remember them 
so we can offer the joy we know to the world at this expectant time 
(building and flying a model plane and smashing the competition at golf 
on the 18th hole came to mind).   If we manifest the deep joy of Christ we will point others to it, though taking 
it out into the world and manifesting the joy of celebrating Christmas is hard in our increasingly secular world 
that sees Christmas as trees and presents rather than the birth of our Saviour.

The reading from 1 Thessalonians shows John’s humility in being honest with himself and what God is calling 
him to be: the power of John’s witness is in his truthfulness. We should allow God to show us our place of 
truth, who he needs us to be and where. It may mean stepping up into something we didn’t imagine we were 
capable of, or stepping down to take a lower place (and may we have heard a sigh of relief from our soon to 
retire church Secretary?). We are to leave aside our illusions of our position in the world and the jostling with 
colleagues which leave that child waiting in the manger.If we take our rightful place we enable, rather than block 
or hinder other people’s path to God.

(And that it seems to me is the same message, albeit in different words, that we have been getting in the last 
few weeks, to find joy and the Holy Spirit in so many aspects of our lives, and through our behaviours with each 
other and with the world outside, to be an encouragement to others to follow).

And to close we sang to God be the Glory accompanied by a mass choir from India.

You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/ 

Morning Service - led by David Ramsay & The Elders



The New Year begins; and the Church prepares for Eastertime!

 Our last church News covered the Christian events of the Annunciation and the Birth of our Lord and 
King, Jesus the Christ, and we then add to this the end of one year and the beginning of the next one. Taken 
together this is quite a long celebration time!
The next great event in the church calendar after the Christmas season is Easter time. This year Easter Day 
occurs on Sunday 9th April, so that allows us three PBURC News issues to prepare for the greatest event in 
human history. I shall use two of these to prepare for and then one to celebrate the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 
 As one reads the Gospel accounts its evident too, that Jesus did a lot of preparation for his work, he es 
time away from the crowds for a quiet place to communion with his Father and he also did a lot of preparation 
of his disciples for what was going to happen to him and the role that they must play as they continued the work 
that he started at that first Eastertime.
 It really makes for a great study to follow the story within the three synoptic gospels and then to correlate 
them with the spiritual content of what John reports in his Gospel. It is useful to understand how the Gospel 
accounts probably came about. Mark writes the first account of the life of Jesus, probably with a view to preserving 
the living memories of people before they faded in peoples’ minds. Later, Matthew (Levi) uses this Gospel as 
a base and then expands it with his own memories of events. Later still Luke writes a more structured or exact 
account for Theophllus, whom he names as ‘your Excellency’.
 Our Gospel accounts tell us very little about Jesus’ early years and His growing up into manhood. We 
can deduce that Jesus leaves the carpenters bench in Nazareth in his thirties and began teaching those who 
would listen in and around the villages of Galilee. He then, ventures further afield into and around the lakeside 
of Galilee. He gathers a group of friends who clearly enjoy his company and teaching and all the while his 
attention is drawn to the sick and afflicted who come to him for healing and ‘’mending’’ – notice how he  always 
had time for them, even when very tired from his Rabbi-like activities. In the course of time he sets his face to 
Jerusalem and that ultimate confrontation with the religious leaders and the occupying forces that take Him to 
Calvary. 
 Much happened during this time and two events stand out in the later days of Jesus ministry that taught 
the disciples, the inner core of his friends, more about his purpose and the manner in which it was going to be 
accomplished. During the earlier days many friends and disciples must have wondered why so much healing 
occurred, and then the time came when a large crowd had gathered in a remote place; Jesus fed a great 
multitude, and many of his inner circle must have begun to question the purpose of his teaching about God 
and the purpose of life, and was this the sort of manner in which the awaited Messiah was going to arrive and 
work and thereby save Israel.  Jesus saw the need of taking his inner circle of friends away on their own into 
a quiet place to instruct them and He told them also about his relationship with the Father.
 One time after a large crowd had gathered around the lake area and remote from any township he fed 
them all with very limited resources and the crowd began to question who he really was – was he an old prophet 
returning as a forerunner of the Messiah, or was he the King-cum-Messiah they were all waiting for. How could 
this man be the almighty leader they all craved for? These were all relevant questions and Jesus needed time 
alone with his closest friends to teach them many things.   He also tested them to see if they really knew who 
he was and how the work was going to finish on earth – and also charge them with continuing the work after 
he had gone. Two such events stand out during his ministry; let us look at them this month and next month as 
a preparation for Easter Week.        One such was when he travelled further afield into the north of Israel This 
was a more Roman than Jewish part of the Land – perhaps the opposition was less here; perhaps there was 
less antagonism from the religious leaders of Israel, in Caessarea. There are two towns of this name in the 
Promised Land; Caesarea Maritime is on the coast and one north and inland near where the two rivers Jor and 
Dan rise Caesarea Philippi. Caesarea Philippi was an area full of many different religious temples and became 
a town built up by Herod the Great to honour Caesar as a god. It was later expanded by Philip, his son, to curry 
favour with Rome. 

 The story is recounted in the three gospels:-
 Mark (ch 8), Matthew (ch 16), and Luke (ch 9).
 Jesus confronts the disciple group by first asking
 ‘’what are the people saying about me?’’.
Then he says to them
 ‘’but what about You, who do you say that I am?’’
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Peter answers straight away, but now compare the three different 
records of what Peter says:-

Mark says ‘’You are the Messiah’’                         (Mark 8;29)
Matthew says ‘’you are the Messiah, the son of the living God’’    (Matthew 16:16)  
‘Luke says quite simply ‘’The Messiah of God’’       (Luke 9:20)
     So, this was the answer that Peter gave Jesus. I am sure that many other disciples agreed with 
him, with nods of approval, and Jesus knew that at least one follower (Peter) would be faithful in 
carrying the truth forward when Jesus returned to the Father and left them.

But, the record tells us that the question was a personal one –
      ‘’who do YOU say that I am?” 
and Peter for himself, made that unambiguous answer. That question comes to YOU as well, what is your 
response? It has Big implications, namely to carry his work forward. 
 Notice that he then tells his disciples not to tell anyone that he is the Messiah, because to do this would 
likely incite the crowd to raise an army and then Rome would crush the Jewish peoples totally. Jesus message 
was one of recognising and understanding the second commandment, not to seek to use might and force for 
another end.
 Following the confession of Peter, Jesus tells him that he will build his church, using that lovely play 
on words of Cephas and Peter and petra. When we visit ‘’the Acts of the Apostles’’ we see that ‘’Churches’’ did 
form to spread the word, and we see Paul writing to the Churches spread throughout Asia Minor and certainly 
as far as Rome and Spain, and that happened within that one generation.  At the time Jesus spoke these words 
there was no such thing as a church or an ekklesia – it would have had no meaning, the Jewish people would 
have met in the synagogue, or their own homes. The history is that Christian believers met together in their own 
homes for fellowship, for learning, and for worship of the risen Lord.      The evidence, drawn from Acts of the 
Apostles, is that this fellowship of believers worked so well in spreading the gospel of love and salvation that 
within a generation the message had spread and the Spirit of the risen lord Jesus was alive throughout a vast 
area of Europe and beyond.
 Herein lies a message for PB, we have the building and the fellowship of a group of believers, and the 
time frame of less than one generation lies ahead of us.   Have you recognised, personally, the meaning of the 
question asked of the disciples that Peter answered with such certainty?  Have we perhaps lost the vigour of 
knowing a risen Lord?         

  For I’m Building A People Of Power
  And I”m Making A People of Praise
  That Will Move Through This Land By My Spirit
  And Will Glorify My Precious Name

  Build Your Church, Lord
  Make Us Strong Lord
  Join Our Hearts, Lord, Through Your Son
  Make us One, Lord
  In Your Body
  In the Kingdom of Your Son

At the beginning of this item I noted two special times when Jesus took his closest friends away to instruct 
them about his purpose and work, and tell of the love that God, the Father has for them, the first one is 
aabove the second will follow next month - may I ask you to reflect on the challenge above as a abeginning 
of your preparation for Easter, when we celebrate the truth of the Risen Lord and what itmeans for you and 
for us.

I wish you God’s blessing this coming month as we prepare to welcome our Risen Lord.

          Geoffrey Peterson

Cont’d from page 14



Remembering Kathy Howe - 1942-2022

Susannah - My Mum

Susannah & friends The address by David

Anne - my friend

On 9th January the Celebration of the Life of Kathy was held at our church, led by Revd David Aplin 
and Anne Walton, a good friend of Kathy.  Kathy had been a member of our church since 1984 and 
a member of the choir for many of those years.  Her daughter Susannah and Marcus her son {who 
zoomed from Australia} spoke of their reflections of Mum. The choir of old friends sang “The Lord 
Bless You and Keep You”, accompanied by Stephen Jones.  The close family and friends then went 
to the Crematorium at New Southgate.  Refreshments were held afterwards at our church for all to 
share their memories of Kathy.

The choir & organist Stephen Jones Tony Aldenham & Joan Gooding
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AT POTTERS BAR UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
on

FRIDAY 3RD MARCH 2023 
at

4.00 pm

These services are very interesting and informative as we learn about 
the lives of women in a different country each year.  For 2023 the service 
has been prepared by the women of TAIWAN, and the theme is “I have 
heard about your faith”.

This year is our Church’s turn to host the event.  (David and I have been 
in Potters Bar for ten years now and it will be the first time it has taken 
place at PBURC during the last decade).

Do please come along and support us.  It would be very good and helpful 
to have as many people as possible from our Church in the congregation 
to swell the numbers!  Refreshments will be served after the Service.  

EVERYONE WELCOME. 
Please note the later time of 4.00 pm
        
        Many thanks
        Chris Ramsay
       WDP Committee Member

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER


