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4th December 
11.00 Gift & Toy Service 

16th December - 
11.00 Nursery Nativity Service

19th December 
19.00 Carol Service

24th December 
23.30 Welcome to Christmas

25th December 
10.30 - Christmas Day Celebration
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As we approach the end of the year, we can give thanks that by working together countries have 
largely overcome Covid-19. However, by contrast  power hungry men in Russia, the Middle 
East and parts of Africa are disrupting the lives of their neighbours by waging war, and as we 
enter the season of Advent it is clear that the need for Jesus to bring peace and compassion to 
this divided world is greater than ever.

During Advent, as well as the four special Sunday services leading up to Christmas Day which 
this year falls on a Sunday, we have a lunchtime piano and cello recital and charity lunch, our 
carol service, two visiting choirs, Phoenix, and a watch night service on Christmas Eve, so a busy 
time. If any of your friends would like to come to any of the above, do please bring them along.

Let us not forget among the festivities of this secular world that Christmas celebrates the birth 
of Jesus in Bethlehem of Judea, that God came to us as a baby and lived among us before dying 
on a cross. 

But Christmas is also a time for families to get together so I wish you and yours a very happy 
Christmas and good health and happiness in the new year.

And talking of which, since this edition of The News extends to January as well, may two of our 
resolutions be to give of our time and talents to the Church as we are able and witness to our 
community so that our numbers grow again to match those in pre-Covid times.

Alastair Maclean
on behalf of the Elders



 Page 2                                                                                   The News  - December/January 2023

Church Officers and Elders

Lettings Officer Jane Wood
 Mobile: 07879 687569
 
Premises Caroline Sutherland 
Manager Mobile: 07411 961770

Chairman     John Knott
Premises & Tel: 01707 335238
Finance
Committee  

Serving Elders 
 David Aplin Revd 07900673529 
 Tony Corfe  661160
 Janet Green  657848
 Alastair Maclean 653636
 David Ramsay  647300 

Secretary David Ramsay
 Tel:  01707 647300

Treasurer Tony Corfe
 Tel:  01707 661160

Minister: Vacancy

Church Family
I have just received these lovely photos from Robert Hillyard.   They kept it very quiet but on Friday, 
25th November he and Margaret are celebrating not only Robert’s birthday, but their Golden Wedding 
Day.  Their daughter and husband are coming home from Tasmania with their two daughters, and their 
son and wife in Biggleswade with their son and daughter are joining them for a family skiing holiday.  
We send them many congratulations and wish them all a very happy family gathering.
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Church Family
I am sure Joan won’t mind me saying that she doesn’td sleep very well and is up and about very 
early in the morning - usually getting home from Tescos at about 8.30 a.m.   She sent me these two 
beautiful photos that she took at SUNRISE from her Gresley Court window, with the caption: 
 “Isn’t nature wonderful”.   I certainly agree !!

These flowers were amazing.  Margaret Hillyard did the first one, 
it was tweaked for week 2 and red roses added for week 3.

December
4th Anne Walton (Communion and 
 Toy Service)
11th Elders
18th  Reverend David Aplin  (communion)
24th Tony Corfe  (Christmas Eve - 11.30 pm)
25th Reverend David Aplin 
 (Christmas Day  -  10.30 am)

January
1st Tony Corfe  (Elders) Communion
8th Lilian Evans
15th Reverend David Aplin (Communion)
22nd Canon Richard Osborn
29th Tony Alderman

Pulpit Supply

Christmas Cards
The handing out of Internal Christmas Cards will be on Sundays 11th and 18th December.  This 
may be the year for you all to write one card to all your friends in the church, which can be put on 
the board.  Please put your cards in alphabetical order with a rubber band around and place your 
cards under the relevant letter on the table.  Please note that those who do not attend on 18th will 
not receive their cards, as we cannot undertake to deliver them..
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LUNCHTIME CONCERT
Friday 2nd December 2022, 12:30pm

George Cooke cello
Tom Jesty piano

Schumann – Fantasiestücke for Cello and Piano 
Dvořák – Silent Woods 
Nin – Chants d’Espagne 

Granados – Goyescas: No 4, Quejas o la Maja y el Ruiseñor 
Debussy – Cello Sonata

CHARITY LUNCH WILL FOLLOW THIS CONCERT

GEORGE COOKE (cello) has performed at venues such as the Wigmore Hall and Holywell 
Music Room, and abroad at the festivals of Chigiana, Ischia and Santa Cecilia. He has 
broadcast as composer and performer for BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio 4, and Belgian Radio 
1. He completed his Masters at the Royal College of Music in 2015, after graduating with 
a first in Music from Oxford University. Highlights of 2018 included a tour of India and 
Bangladesh with pianist Frederic Bager, and composing for award-winning film-makers 
Denis Dobrovoda and Jakob Lancaster.

TOM JESTY (piano) sang as a Winchester College Quirister from the age of 8. While 
studying with Nick Salwey at Winchester College, he gained an FTCL diploma in piano 
performance. After graduating from St Peter’s College Oxford, Tom has worked as a 
piano teacher and accompanist. Tom has studied with Carole Presland, Hamish Milne, 
Ian Fountain, Pamela Lidiard, and Iain Burnside. Tom is currently studying for a 
masters in piano accompaniment at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London.
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 Being forced by his schedule to deliver a 4-part sermon in just 
three sessions, Mike gave us Parts 2 & 3 themed as “The Journey 
of Faith – Part 3”. And Mike considers he’s on a journey to the heart 
of God, a journey of closer and closer relationships – a journey he 
finds exciting, problematic, challenging and rewarding. God is real 
and demanding, but he walks with Mike, and they have a growing 
interdependence, and he wants others to join him on this Journey of 
Faith.
 The second part (which we nearly missed) is about new people when they come into church. 
What do we do with them? If we want them to stay, we have to help them and value them. A lot of 
people come because they feel unwanted, undervalued. We have to tell them that they are wanted. 
We have to allow them to contribute, to become involved, to be part of the team. They in turn have to 
let their barriers down, to let God come in, and to let other people understand them and help. People 
will stay if they find peace, purpose and worth. And early on they have to experience the presence of 
God in their lives, to seek out and know God’s purpose for them.  They won’t stay if we ignore them, 
if they feel left out, and in the way.
 Another reason people don’t stay is that they feel that becoming a Christian is a kind of 
insurance policy, protecting them from things happening in their lives. When something goes wrong 
in their lives they don’t come back again. They need to understand it’s not an insurance policy; It’s 
being given the strength to overcome what happens.  And that led, pretty seamlessly, to Part-3. 
 What happens when serious problems happen in our lives and how do we cope with them?
We may feel settled in a congregation, feel that we are at home in our church with our friends. But is this 
something we feel on the surface or is it because we have deep roots – roots that will withstand major 
problems that we are going to be very lucky not to find coming into our lives, rocking the foundations 
of our faith and belief system. Mike worries about us, about his own church and the churches he visits. 
Do we go beyond the surface things of our community life to build people’s spiritual foundations, so 
they have the strength to withstand whatever happens to them?  Because we will have problems. 
Something happens to a member of our family or close friends, somebody dies, we lose our job and 
our career, or because of the economy we don’t know if we can survive and bring up our families. 
 Barbara Johnson’s book “Pack up your Gloomers in a great big box and sit on the lid and 
laugh”, deals with how she dealt with the death of two of her children and the third being gay (she 
was on the US Evangelist right). She got over all the things that had gone wrong in her life by helping 
other people with their problems (hence the book!).
 Mike finds that love and suffering are two sides of the same coin, part of most human lives, 
part of our Journey of Faith. It’s been said that love and suffering teach us more about spirituality than 
anything or anybody else. Love is what we long for, were created for, what we are (an outpouring of 
God), but suffering often seems to be our opening to that need, that desire, that identity. They both 
are the doorways to open the mind-space and the heart-space. If we love greatly, we will soon suffer 
greatly because we’ve somehow given control to another – a definition of suffering is when we are 
not in control.  Suffering can make us very bitter and cause us to shut down our lives, or it can make 
us wise, compassionate, and utterly open because our hearts have been softened up – perhaps we 
feel we’ve nothing more to lose. It can take us to the very edges of our inner resource when we fall 
into the hand of the living God, even when we are not sure we believe in God.  Suffering can mean 
our own shadow self is facing internal conflicts of moral failures, undergoing rejection, abandonment 
or humiliation – all sufferings you can’t see. 
 Today we all battle with our fears and doubts, our frustrations about who we are and where 
we are going, our yearning for a life free of pain, of prejudice or discrimination, free from the constant 

Morning Service - Mike Findley

      Cont’d on page 6
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struggle to survive and simply wanting to be us. We need to realise that there are times when life is 
infinitely more tolerable if the burden is shared, shared with human friends, but even more important, 
shared with a God that loves us and watches over us – that knows us and wants to be a part of our 
lives.
 When Mike’s wife became ill and was approaching death, he didn’t pray for a miraculous 
recovery. That would have implied he saw death as the end. He doesn’t see death as the end or 
something to be feared. Death is the moment when one door closes and another opens. After death 
we have a life with God. So he prayed that he and all his family would put themselves in God’s hands 
and that God would strengthen them to cope with all that happened – and God did!  He’d found a 
wonderful piece of advice. When you are facing tremendous difficulties, say to yourself “Let go, and 
let God take over”. Put yourself in the hand of God just for a little while, until the challenges of life 
become more bearable. It worked for him, and he hopes it will work for us.
 The Bible records that when people wanted a sign from him (like a miracle), the only sign 
Jesus gave was the sign of Jonah. Jesus knew well that the story of Jonah was of a man who ran 
away from God and was used by God almost in spite of himself. Jonah was swallowed by the whale 
and was taken somewhere he didn’t want to go – a metaphor for death and rebirth. We need at times 
in life to have a Jonah moment, going down into the depths of the whale and being spat out in a new 
territory, with new strengths, a new purpose, and a new life.  
 Paul commenting on the pattern of Jesus’s death and resurrection said that unless we’ve gone 
down, we don’t know what up is. Lots of religions talk about descent and ascent. We call it the mystery 
of the cross - a pattern of transformation that’s not rational or logical. We die to our old selves; we 
rise to be a new being. Possibly several times in our lifetime we’ll die and rise again metaphorically, 
and that allows us somehow to grow, to transform.
 Mike chose the second reading from John 15 (“I am the Vine”) because it tells us that if we 
cut ourselves off from the vine on our journey we will die. It’s only by being part of the vine attached 
to the love of God that we will live, and break through our problems, see the future and the dawn of 
new life and new hope. We will have problems but if we put ourselves in God’s hands those problems 
will get sorted one way or another (perhaps not the way we had supposed). But we need to put down 
those roots to ensure we are getting that sustenance from the spirit that follows us through the whole 
of our lives. It’s a wonderful life despite those difficulties. More wonderful is the future we are offered, 
the opportunity to be in the presence of God and to be in his world – and that’s where our Journey 
should take us.
 (This is a rather long review, and in preparing it it’s clear to me that though still on his Journey, 
there’s quite a bit of “been there, done that!”. It’s totally from the heart, but also from the intellect, 
which makes it particularly powerful advice for us all. He’s not told us what Part-4 will bring, but I’m 
sure it will be worth waiting for.)   Robert  Hillyard

You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/ 
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I hate it when I can’t figure out how to operate the iPad and my tech support 
guy is asleep.   He’s 5 and it’s past his bedtime.

Tip for a successful marriage: Don’t ask your wife when dinner will be ready 
while she’s mowing the lawn.

Why do I have to press one for English when you’re just going to transfer me to someone I can’t 
understand anyway.

“Your call is very important to us.  Please enjoy this 40-minute flute solo”.



 
  

  
  

since his birth )  

  
  

Featuring:  
  

and other carols old and new  
with audience participation!  

  

Baritone soloist: James Rowland  
Accompanied on organ and piano by Simon Worle y 
  

  

 

 

www.aeoliansingers.org.uk 
Registered Charity Number: 281612  

Ralph Vaughan Williams  

  

  Christmas Carol Concert 

Christmas Carols Vaughan Williams Fantasia on   

Conductor: Stephen Jones  

Thursday 8th December at 7.00 pm 
at Potters Bar United Reformed Church 

Darkes Lane Potters Bar EN6 1QT 
As usual, we will be offering a glass of wine and mince pies during the 

interval, with a request for donations at the retiring collection. 

The Aeolian Singers
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 It was good to have Jonathan 
Hyde – raconteur extraordinary – 
back with us again. An ex-military 
chaplain, we caught him exchanging 
experiences with Busi, who as well 
as being one step further with his 
military training, has also learned 
how to swim (2 lengths!) – no mean 
feat of courage for someone who had 

never done this before.
 We welcomed to the service, Brian and Doreen, Rod Chilcot, and David Morris, the latter 
coming out of a period of isolation.  David Ramsay gets lots of support from the floor when he’s giving 
out the notices – it’s almost like a mini Church Meeting.
 Jonathan likes to give the back story to some of the hymns he’s chosen (we did most of 
the choosing this time), so the first by Martin Luther (Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott) took us back to 
Wittenburg in 1517 with Martin and his hammer nailing his 95 theses on the door of All Saints, the 
Castle Church. We knew Martin was particularly incensed by the Catholic habit of selling Indulgences 
(free passes into heaven), but not that the money was being used to pay Michelangelo to paint the 
Sistine Chapel. Nor that support for the Protestant religion by the German princes was as much as 
anything about stopping good German money flowing into Italy (I think we’ve heard that complaint 
again quite recently?).    After the Hymn, we were into a Lesson in Doctrine. 
 If we’d had a good Service and going home we were asked what we’ve been doing, “Been 
worshipping God”, we’d say. “How do you know there’s a God”, we might be asked. We might say 
that every now and then we pray and get comforted, and at times we are aware of his presence. But 
basically, it’s a problem.  Three thinker/philosophers can come to our aid.
 The first, Rene Descartes, a young man skilled in geometry and algebra, wanted to spend 
his life thinking. (Jonathan has tried this line out on his wife when there’s housework to be done – 
unsuccessfully it must be said). Descartes asked himself, “How do I know that I actually exist, not a 
dream, not dead?” and he came up with the idea “I’m thinking and therefore I am”.
 For the second, we were taken back to 500 BC to Plato, who asked himself how he knew there 
was a God. “Actually, there has to be a God because I’m thinking about God, and I can’t think about 
nothing”. There had to be a God for him to be aware of God.
 And the third was Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury during the reign of Henry I. He said that in 
order to deny the existence of God you would have to have an idea in your own mind as to what God 
was. It was impossible to conceive of something in one’s mind if it did not exist. Therefore, God must 
exist, and in that case, there could be no greater being than God – it would be logically impossible.
 These were the wonderful lessons you got when you did Doctrine at Theological College. So 
now we know that God exists because of these three people.
(Actually, I hope that I will still be able to think after I die, it being an essential aspect of resurrection 
for me. I also note that perhaps Plato would have had other Gods in mind, but that it is to observe that 
almost all human cultures seem to have developed ideas of God – a powerful plus point - but one that 
would lead to acceptance of the value of a multiplicity of faiths)   Robert’s thoughts !!
 We moved on to the readings. Daniel was a difficult book to understand, it being the Old 
Testament equivalent of the Book of Revelations – a book that is alive to a persecuted church. 
Jonathan felt that in this country we didn’t really “get” the full meaning of Revelations. If you are facing 
persecution, Revelations is extremely helpful and it is the same with Daniel, a book from which the 
Jewish people have drawn much inspiration.
It was good to have Jonathan Hyde – raconteur extraordinary – back with us again. An ex-military 
chaplain, we caught him exchanging experiences with Busi, who as well as being one step further with 

Morning Service - Reverend Jonathan Hyde
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 Daniel was a man taken into Babylonian captivity at the time of the downfall of Jerusalem. He 
distinguished himself but upset the wife of the king because he wouldn’t have an affair with her, so 
she got him falsely, put in prison. There he interpreted multiple dreams (Jonathan asks whether God 
still talks to us in dreams and thinks that at times he still does). We learned that it was Asiatic lions 
that Daniel had to deal with. They needed to be prodded and worked up to get them to attack people: 
if the lions failed to perform, the Roman lionkeepers were also fed to them. In any event Daniel came 
through unscathed. So if you are a persecuted Christian or Jewish person and you are looking for 
inspiration on how God works, you look to these stories.  Jesus was familiar with Daniel because it 
was the first Book where you get mention of the Son of Man – a phrase he frequently used about 
himself.
 The Second Reading from Luke 19 was the story of Jesus and the Tax Collector Zacchaeus. 
There were two routes from Jerusalem to Galilee. One was along the coast through Samaria, not 
favoured by devout Jews because the Samaritans only accepted the first five books of the Old 
Testament and had fallen out with Jewish tradition. The other route via Jericho was called the “bloody 
way” because of the many street robbers waiting along the way. You travelled in numbers! In any 
event Jericho was a very prosperous entrepot and a very good place to be a tax collector. Of course, 
as we know, tax collectors were seldom honest and highly unpopular, though usually wealthy.
 It was a hot day and Jesus was sharing his knowledge in the shade of a tree. If you were 
small like Zacchaeus and wanted a good view, you climbed the tree. What made Zacchaeus go to 
listen to Jesus. Possibly he’d met him before and wanted to see him again?. Perhaps he’d been 
questioning himself about what he should be making of his life, and it had 
all been brewing up? In any event it was a life-changing moment. Based on 
his own experience in Basra of three rats at the other end of the canteen 
taking away some of his carefully prepared Christmas message, Jonathan 
visualised Jesus in the shade of the tree realising that his audience was 
becoming distracted by some guy up in the tree behind him. 

 Zacchaeus’s responses had surely 
pricked our consciences and so it was 
timely to take up the offering!

We followed it up with a new Hymn for us, 
“I want Jesus to walk with me”, and Stephen sang it for us line by 
line as an introduction.

A nice touch!              And then Communion.

You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/ 

Cont’d from page 8

Following a big family lunch, the hostess passed around a box of After Eights.  
Her grandson wasn’t really sure he fancied one so she said, “Well just try a 
little bite and see if you like it.”
He agreed and chewed thoughtfully for a few seconds, before a beaming 
smile crossed his face.  “Yes I like it” he nodded vigorousy.  “It’s got toothpaste 
inside it.”
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Remembrance Sunday led by Lilian Evans
It was nice that all the 
careful Remembrance 
preparations in the 
church by the Corfe 
family and the flower 
arrangers -  Marian 
&  H e a t h e r ,  w e r e 
c o m p l e m e n t e d  b y 
the warm feeling of a 
Service that hit its mark.  

We started with a poem written and read by Rod Chilcot, 
“The final Whistle” (and he blew the whistle at the close of his 
reading!). 

We watched the action at the Cenotaph for those vital minutes, 
the chimes of Big Ben, the silence, the sound of the cannon 
and the bugles playing the last post, and then Lilian took us 
into our Service.

Our choir sang “Peace between Nations”.

Our hymns were “What shall we pray for those 
who died”, “We cannot measure how you heal” 
and finally “Make me a channel of your peace” – 
all with musically a Scottish flavour.

The reading from Isaiah 65 was looking forward to 
a better future. God was in the creation business 
right from the very beginning, Lilian told us. Isaiah 
was told that God was going to create a new 
heaven and a new earth, and all that went before 

would be forgotten - perhaps a little odd for a day of remembering, she thought? Lilian wondered 
how many people today would be remembering things they had forgotten, or things they hoped they 
would forget. God is the one we think knows everything and remembering everything, but this new 
heaven and earth would be different. Jerusalem would be a place of joy and delight. When we think 
of it, it has for so many years not been a ‘place of peace’, despite this being the meaning of the word 
Jerusalem. Now there are three religions fighting over it, even though they all worship the same God 
(one God, lots of fighting!). 

The New Jerusalem is to be a safe place, where the children born will be expected to live, and long 
life will be a gift, a life of freedom and safety.

(The reading from Luke 21 was written some time between AD 80 and 110. The destruction of the 
Temple in AD70 was a fact, as was the persecution of the disciples and the early church by the Jewish 
authorities and the Romans. The Second Coming has a cultish feel: certainly those at the time thought 
it was imminent, though wisely nobody put a date on it. And it sits alongside our hopes and beliefs in 
salvation and a smooth transfer into a welcoming afterlife.)
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Lilian reminded us that the western or ‘wailing wall’ was the only remaining part of the Second Temple 
and a place where people came to pray and put their prayers in the gaps between the bricks. As to 
the “one day all this will end”, nobody knows when. The wars and revolutions, nations fighting nations, 
kingdoms fighting kingdoms, earthquakes, plagues and signs in the heavens are all to come (and we’ve 
seen plenty of all of this), but they may not mean that the end is near. So we are to remain steadfast.

Then Jesus talks about the Christians, being arrested, brought before justices and kings. Lilian felt 
that one of the hardest things is seeing people that believe in the same God facing persecution. 
And betrayal can come from very close to home! So we just keep enduring; keep waiting for God to 
come to take us to a better place, a place of peace and justice. We wait and wait…….…….but in her 
intercessionary prayers Lilian committed us, each in our own small way, to making our own world a 
better place, asking God to help us with this task.

At the close of the Service Rod shared with us 
some of the things his family had retained to 
remember those days of war. The ARP whistle, 
a “dog tag” from his aunt’s brother-in-law, Walter 
James Bifield, and a Christmas Card he sent 
home from Gallipoli at Christmas 1915.

You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/ 

Cont’d from page 10

CAROL SERVICE

Monday, 19th December
at

19.00
A Service of Lessons and Carols

led by our Director of Music
Stephen Jones
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Diary for December
Fri 2 12.30   Recital - Tom Jesty Piano and George Cooke cello
  13.30  Charity Lunch
  15.00  Phoenix Whist afternoon
  19.00  Choir Practice

Sat 3 FESTIVAL DAY IS CANCELLED

Sun 4 11.00  Toy and Gift Service with Communion led by Anne Walton

Wed  7 19.30  Phoenix  - Christmas Wreath making

Thurs 8 19.00  Aeolian Singers Carol Concert - Stephen Jones

Fri 9 15.00  Phoenix Whist afternoon
  19.00  Choir Practice 

Sun 11 11.00  Family Service led by the Elders

Mon 12 19.30  Phoenix - Poker evening

Thurs 15 19.30  Community Choir Concert

Fri 16 11.00  Nursery School Nativity 
  15.00  Phoenix - Whist afternoon
  19.00  Choir Practice

Sun 18 11.00  Family Service & Communion led by Revd David Aplin

Mon 19 19.00  Church Carol Service - Stephen Jones
    mulled wine & mince pies

Wed 21 19.30  Phoenix Quiz evening - carols & mince pies

Sat 24 23.30  Welcome to Christmas - Tony Corfe

Sun 25 10.30  Christmas Celebration - Revd David Aplin

We wish you all every blessing 
for the Christmas season 

and a healthy, happy and 
peaceful New Year



ROTAS FOR DECEMBER

Preparation of Communion
 4 Dec Margaret Hillyard/Barbara Corfe 
 18 Dec Janet O’Connor/Mary Deller  

Recital & Charity Lunch   
2nd  Dec at 12.30 a.m.
Recital by Tom Jesty & George Cooke
followed by Charity Lunch

Coffee Rota  
 4 Dec Marian Poulton 
 11 Dec Margaret/Robert Hillyard
 18 Dec Chris/David Ramsay
 25 Dec Heather Rae/Geoff Peterson 

Flower  Rota   (Arranger  :  Barbara Corfe)  
 4 Dec )
 11 Dec )  CHRISTMAS
 18 Dec )
 25 Dec )

Duty Officer & Fire Warden

NO ROTA FOR DECEMBER

Bible Readers
 4 Dec Frank Palmer
 11 Dec Tony Corfe
 18 Dec David Ramsay
 25 Dec Mary Deller
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ROTAS FOR JANUARY

Duty Officer & Fire Warden
 1    Jan David Ramsay
 8    Jan Tony Corfe
         15    Jan Janet O’Connor
         22    Jan Frank Palmer
         29    Jan Janet Green 

Preparation of Communion
 1 Jan Janet O’Connor/Mary Deller
 15 Jan Marian Poulton/Heather Rae 

Communion Servers
 1 Jan T.B.A.
 15 Jan T.B.A.

Bible Readers
 1 Jan David Ramsay
 8 Jan Frank Palmer
 15 Jan Marian Poulton
 22 Jan Jean Morse
 29 Jan Audrey Ward 

Flower  Rota   
(Arrangers  :  Jean Morse/Janet O’Connor 
 1 Jan Nigel/Claude Hickson
 8 Jan Margaret Barton
 15 Jan Tony & Barbara Corfe
 22 Jan Kathy Howe
 29 Jan      

Coffee Rota  
 1 Jan Marian Poulton 
 8 Jan Chris/David Ramsay
 15 Jan Heather Rae/Geoff Peterson
 22 Jan Chris/David Ramsay 
 29 Jan Marian Poulton

Recital and Charity Lunch
6th January at 12.30 am
Recital by Joe Howson
followed by Charity Lunch
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The back story to this is that a dear friend of Rod’s was the 
navigator in a Wellington bomber which flew as ‘Pathfinder’ to 
guide the other bombers to the targets they had been assigned, 
He never spoke much about his experiences (like many WW 2 
veterans), but it sparked an interest and after his friend died Rod 
has used multiple sources, including his friend’s family – now living 
in America – to provide more background about the wartime life 
of a Pathfinder.
Another source was Rod’s father  - below - who was also for a time 
RAF aircrew as a radio technician (and so missed his Rod’s birth).

A fascinating evening well illustrated. And Rod also provided the music before and after his talk.

You can view a recording of Rod’s talk at https://pottersbarurc.org/1288-2/ 

Pathfinders - Rod Chilcot

It seems so hard to understand
As I look out across the land
That all I view belongs to me
I ought to take more time to see

The distant hills and mountains high
The rolling clouds and bright blue sky
No one can take these views from me
As long as I have eyes to see

The song of birds so gay and clear
That fill the morning air with cheer
And fragrant flowers of every hue
That stand erect bedecked with dew
All these and more belong to me
If I but use my eyes to see

When evening shadows gather nigh
And twinkling stars light up the sky
I hear my Master say to me
‘I made it all for you to see’
My heart grows warm with 
faith and pride
To know that He is by my side.



The Festive Season and then Resolution time
- Joy to the world!

     Last month- November – has always seemed to me to be the sombre month of the year, the time when we remember 
the Armistice of WW1 and Remembrance Sunday; Armistice Day is specific to WW1, and Remembrance Day the time 
when we remember all other wars and war horrors up to the present time. This month – December - we enter the period of 
rejoicing, Advent, when we celebrate the gift of a Saviour, the Lord Jesus, and the birth of the Son of God amongst his peoples. 
     It is an amazing thing that God the Creator of the Universe, and of life itself, should choose to send his Son to live amongst 
Mankind to show us that the Creator God loves us so much. It is profound but it is true, The Resurrection of Jesus at that 
first Easter time is the ultimate proof. Once we have welcomed him into our own personal lives, we realise the truth of this 
gracious love for us, surely further and living proof of his Resurrection. 
     Last month I talked of being ‘’atone’’ with God, this month I offer you the Assurance of this profound fact of His presence 
as we celebrate the Nativity of Jesus.   In the month of January we celebrate the birth of the New Year, an ideal time to 
dedicate ourselves to following the risen Christ more closely. Year end is a double celebration time
      In preparation for the joyous season I suggest a short review of the Christmas story, as recorded in our Bible which is 
our primary source of the record of events. There are four records to refer to contained in the four Gospels at the beginning 
of the New Testament; namely Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. To use the familiar phrase from ‘’Strictly’’  in ‘no particular 
order’, it makes sense to start at the Gospel that I see as the one containing the spiritual understanding as John the Apostle 
sees it. John starts with the profound statement that Jesus is the ‘Logos’ or ‘the reason for being’ that the Greeks were looking 
for. Next he continues with the account of Jesus, as an adult, being baptised in the river Jordan by John (the Baptist). There 
is no account of Jesus and his birth, however that opening is worth reading and pondering upon.    

In the beginning the Word already existed; the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
From the very beginning the Word was with God, through him God made all things; not one 
thing in all creation was made without him.
The Word was the source of life, and this life brought light to people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out.

What a profound statement, and from a simple fisherman!
     Mark is the shortest Gospel; it was probably the first account to be written. It would appear that Mark was in a hurry 
to record all that he knew of the life of the Saviour before the memories faded from his, and his other friend’s memories. 
Mark may well be the young man who fled from the Garden ‘without his garment’ at the time of Jesus’ arrest. Mark was 
a companion of Paul on his first Missionary journey, and who later Paul left behind. Mark may well have been related to 
the Marys who were at the foot of the Cross. Mark does not tell us anything more about the birth of the Lord Jesus, so it is 
likely that Matthew and Luke had this as a reference script and then filled in other detail that they remembered or gleaned 
in later years. 
      What then of the Gospel account of Luke? Luke is writing to Theophilus – addressing him as your Excellency and so as a 
person of some authority - and was concerned to give him a full and orderly  account, as this quote from his Gospel shows:-

Dear Theophilus: Many people have done their best to write a report of the things that have taken 
place among us.
They wrote what we have been told by those who saw these things from the beginning and who 
proclaimed the message.
And so, Your Excellency, because I have carefully studied all these matters from their beginning, I 
thought it would be good to write an orderly account for you.
I do this so that you will know the full truth about everything which you have been taught.

     Luke gives us further details as new material.  Luke tells of the announcement by an angel of the forthcoming birth of John 
the Baptist, and then the annunciation of the arrival of Jesus. Luke also tells of the joy in the heart of Mary and Elizabeth 
and later the story of the Shepherds and Angels and the star. 
     Last month I told you of the two big bright stars in the present sky, Jupiter and Saturn, did you see them over the month? 
Well, they are still there and bright. In the last month’s News I also noted the bright and big full moon. The December full 
moon falls on 8th December and the new December Moon is 23rd December. Did you know that each full moon is named? 
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The December full moon is named the Beaver Moon, so called because it is around the time that beavers begin building 
their winter homes by making a dam to provide a hide from the cold weather to come. 
        I digress about stars; I find them so interesting in appearance and in spectral content! However where does the star 
of Bethlehem come into the narrative? That is in the Gospel account given by Matthew. Matthew starts his Gospel with an 
ancestry of Jesus Christ, followed by the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem and then the visitors from the East guided by a star. In 
the vast area of Arabia the night sky tends to be clear and dark and stars are prominent - and here was one that provoked 
a group of men to find where it was centred, that is some resolve to undertake such a journey!  We then get an account of 
the escape to Egypt in order that the family could grow up in safety and then their return from Egypt to Galilee, and finally 
settle in Nazareth. Matthew, was the tax collector Levi, will have been a competent scribe as he had to keep records of the 
collection of taxes for the occupying powers. The account of Mathew, as with Luke, is also probably based on that of Mark 
but then expanded with his own knowledge of events. 

     Such are the sources of our knowledge of the great Event which collectively covered:-
The annunciation of the birth of the coming of Christ and his forerunner John,

·	 The glad tidings to the mothers to be (and fathers, too) by angels.
·	 Mary and Elizabeth in their songs of praise for the goodness of their God
·	 The births
·	 The shepherds and angels
·	 The star and its followers
·	 The escape to the safety of Egypt

and 
 The return to Galilee and Nazareth as Jesus grew up into adulthood.
       One of the lovely items that form part of the Christmas celebrations is the singing of Carols and one of my favourites is 
that of Isaacs Watts  ‘’Joy to the World’’. Isaac Watts was a Southampton man, born in 1674 and lived until 1748; he wrote 
this song in about 1719. The words are based on Psalm 98. I enjoy singing it when it is accompanied by chimes as part of 
the music accompaniment too! I invite you to enjoy the words, and have a good sing. The first verse tells us that the Saviour 
has come and to welcome him as King:-

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing

Next, it tells us that He does reign on this our earth and to sing about it with joy!-

 Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns! 
 Let us our songs employ, 
	 while	fields	and	floods,	rocks,	hills,	and	plains, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy.                   

 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 I wish you a special time of blessing at this time of wonder and joy, and as you welcome your king as a baby; and then 
make resolve to serve Him more closely in 2023.
What a wonderful God we have!  
          Geoffrey Peterson
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and finally we are reminded about his love for us

Cont’d from page 15



 

This was a Sunday of challenges:    Our Church Secretary was challenged to trim his beard so we 
could hear him more clearly (in fun it must be said).   Our choir challenged to see in how many ways 
they could sing a single word (Alleluia), eliciting a wry comment from David.
 And finally David himself attempting to link Old Testament prophesy to the reality and life of 
Jesus – something that was also in the minds of the Gospel writers and indeed those who selected 
the writings that make up our Old and New Testaments.
 David’s starting point was a question from a Religious Education lesson at a local school he 
is associated with. “What did the Jews expect of a Messiah?”. In a non-exclusive list we had;

    A warrior King to drive out the Romans and set Israel free,
    A prophet like Moses,
    A king to create an earthly kingdom that would go on for ever,
    Someone of David’s line to be born in Bethlehem,
    A suffering servant.

 Not all these fitted together but reflected what the various factions wanted. But there was 
a problem. The Messiah was to live for ever, but the suffering servant dies – and that was a pretty 
insoluble problem.
 Was Jesus a warrior – No!
Was he a prophet like Moses – well possibly, but much more than that.
Did he desire an earthly kingdom – absolutely not!
Was he of David’s line – well Joseph was, and Jesus was born in Bethlehem we are told.
Jesus led a hard life, and we know he endured great suffering at the end of his life. And his death 
contradicted the idea that the Messiah rules on earth for ever.
 David told us that when looking at the prophesies about Jesus, the last quarter of the Old 
Testament (the Messianic books) provide an incredibly accurate picture of what Jesus would be like. 
The Jews didn’t somehow pay much attention to these prophesies and stuck more to those of the 
earlier books, which fitted much more closely to what they wanted. So the teachings about his death 
and resurrection were ignored - no matter how closely the life of Jesus was following their own later 
prophesies – and he was seen as a nuisance to be got rid of, a threat to the power of the religious 
authorities and the political stability of their relationship with the Romans.
 David’s sermon was based around the above and the reading from Jeremiah 23 about a king 
who would rule wisely throughout the universe, in heaven and on earth. This fitted well with some 
Jewish expectations. Jesus was the ultimate earthly king, but much more than that.
 Where in our Good News Bible the reading ended with “He will be called the Lord of Salvation”, 
in David’s it is translated as “The Lord Our Righteousness” – something he felt encompassed the true 
meaning of what Christ is for us. It doesn’t say “The Lord of Righteousness” and it’s not a description 
of Jesus. Righteousness is the great gift he is giving us. The Lord by which we have righteousness. 
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And so, six centuries before his birth, we have a description of salvation thorough faith. This was the 
essence of Luther’s 95 theses nailed to the church door in Wittenburg, “We are saved through faith 
alone”, but already in Jeremiah we have a description of our being saved through faith and by the 
gift from Jesus. He is our Lord of our own righteousness.
 All the other things then fall into place. Jesus had to die so that he could be resurrected in 
triumph. He died so that we might understand that he was special – not just another prophet who 
died – because he was reborn, came again and showed the way forward.
 He ascended to heaven, but if he’d not gone, we would not have had our freedom, been able 
to grow in our own spirituality, to make choices. We would not be free men and women. We would 
just be servants. God does not want us to be obedient servants. He wants us to make a choice to 
follow him, to believe in him, and gain salvation through the gift of righteousness that he offers us.
 Next week we celebrate Emmanuel “God with us”. David feels that much of Advent points not to 
Jesus coming as a babe but Jesus coming again and what would happen then. Jesus is the fulfilment 
of so many prophesies but doesn’t rule in this world. He rules in the world beyond, unconstrained by 
time - and neither are we. Through our faith we have life everlasting.
 (One of the problems with going back so far, apart from the risk of being selective in the choice 
of prophesies, is the archaic structures of the futures envisaged at the time; Kings , Lords , thrones 
etc. David’s comment about God not wanting obedient servants rather nails it. It suggests a different, 
more personal relationship between ourselves and our God, set within a much wider understanding 
of the world and universe around us. And the offer of life everlasting though faith alone - whatever 
everlasting life may mean, as Prince Charles might have said – seems 
to me not to be the whole story. If we want to keep that freedom that 
David talks about, we have to change our lives and behaviours to 
become truly compatible citizens of that future – or it won’t feel like 
heaven. That’s a challenge for all of humanity, both on earth and in 
heaven).
 After leading communion, David expressed his great pleasure 
that Alastair had been able to assist in serving the communion 
elements, rather than sitting at the sound console (muting David’s 
awful singing, he said). He gave his thanks to John Knott and all those 
others who assist in making our Services run smoothly.

You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
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COMMUNITY CHOIR CONCERT

15TH DECEMBER AT 7.30 PM

Two Choirs with some congregational singing.

Light Refreshments.

More details to follow.


