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 There are two main forms of worship in church. One form normally used in both the 
Church of England and the Roman Catholic Church is liturgical where most of the service 
is laid down in service books, with many being responsive. The other form is non-liturgical 
where the service changes and is not prescribed. This is common in the free churches. The 
URC sits on the fence in that it has a service book “Worship Now” but little of this is used by 
its ministers. 
 When Elstree & Borehamwood Christian Council had a pulpit swap the local Roman 
Catholic priest visiting St Andrew’s URC asked for the liturgy. “Uhm, sorry, we don’t have 
one”. The Father responded “Oh, that is wonderful I can make it up and use my own words”.
Each church does have a suggested order of service and I only vary from these for particular 
effect. 
 What is sometimes not appreciated is the extent to which the whole service is 
composed systematically as a whole and how the service moves through phases as it 
progresses to a conclusion.
 The starting point for any service is to prayerfully consider the suggested lectionary 
readings (the lectionary is a scheme of reading use by most churches to give a broad 
appreciation of Bible teachings over its three years). From this will come a message which 
provides the theme of the service. This may come from the Old or New Testament readings 
or the Gospel. The other readings are then chosen that support the message. By now the 
direction of the Sermon is known and it may come from the readings or the Call to Worship. 
Suitable hymns are then chosen for each part of the service. Then the prayers. The Call to 
Worship is critical to set the direction of the service. Finally, the Sermon is written (often just 
notes). At PBURC there is even opportunity to specify the mood of the opening and closing 
music. So from the music you hear before the service through to the music after the Blessing 
there is an integrated theme that builds through to the end. 
 The sermon is just part of the whole. In the sermon reported for 18th September 2022 
“Thanksgiving for Queen Elizabeth II” the message was stated in the Call to Worship and 
deserves to be repeated here.

In 1947 Princess Elizabeth promised, in a broadcast from Cape Town on her 21st birthday: 

“I declare before you all that my whole life, whether it be long or short, shall be devoted 
to your service, and the service of our great imperial family, to which we all belong”
A promise that she faithfully kept in spite of problems on the way.

May God bless you dear Elizabeth, our beloved Princess and Queen.

                                                                               Revd David Aplin
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Minister: Vacancy

Our Prayers
At Anne Walton’s last Service with us she gave us all ‘stick it’ notes on 
which to write a personal pray which we then stuck on the wooden cross 
on the Communion Table.   Anne has sent me this to include in the News.

For the World:
for peace in the World;
for America politics;
for European gas costs;
for gloal warming.

For its People:
for the people of the Ukraine;
for the people of Pakistan;
for the people of Afghanistan;
for funds for a new classroom and salaries for                            
teachers in Uganda;
for more kindness, fairness and equality for all       
people;
for our new Prime Minister.

For the Church:
for the URC;
for persecuted Christians.

For Health and Healing:
for the sick;
for those with long-term illnesses;
fo those who are suffering in any way.

For Ourselves, Families and Friends:
for help in our faith;
for comfort for those who mourn’
for good health to family and friends here and           
abroad;
for a husband and son;
for a siser-in-law seeking treatment after a 
recent heart attack;
for a golfing colleague;
for little Oliver who has cancer;
for Angela and Debby;
for Jane, Evie and William;
for more time to finish the story of a life now 
running out of time at 94.

A wide range of prayers were offered up

Lord, in your mercy....hear our prayers
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Church Family
 It’s not hard to be a proud father when you have a daughter like Michelle. From her early days 
she has always been hard working and applied herself to the journey in hand. With a grandad who 
spent most of his life in the bank we have always adopted the view you only get out of life what you 
are prepared to invest in it. Some youngsters can absorb learning like a sponge but learning the hard 
way and its rewards can be just that little bit sweeter. I have always said to her if you try your hardest 
then you can do no more and to her credit I never heard a teacher saying she could put more effort 
in to her work. 

 This month Michelle starts her new job in her chosen field as a Doctor in Digital Marketing at 
the London Metropolitan University. This crowns many years of work from gaining her First Degree 
and then a Master’s at Distinction level from Herts University. During that time, she also learnt to 
speak Mandarin, part of her master plan which led her to study for a year in Kula Lumpa in Malaysia.  

 Following a small gap and a prompt from Dad she spoke to her old visiting professor from Herts 
and enrolled at Cumbria University in London (Under Lancaster) where she started her PhD.   During 
this time, she lectured to students not only at Cumbria but also at CAPA, an American International 
University, as well as writing a number of research papers, three of which were presented at leading 
international conferences around the world.   As her PhD had been submitted, she started a job 
lecturing at INTO International, which prepares foundation students for universities that they partnered 
with. That not being enough, she continues to supervise Degree and Masters’ students from Herts 
and Lancaster. To crown her attaining her Doctorate she has had a book published with the same 
professor who taught her when he was a visiting lecturer those many years earlier. Who would have 
thought all those years ago in Junior Church this quiet yet determined young lady would have risen 
to these heights in the academic world?  

          Martin Willis   
   signed by a very proud but slightly biased Dad. (His words)

John Knott writes:

Due to Mum and Dad’s (Ken & Joan) long association in the Church, my nephew 
Steven asked if it could be announced that he and his wife Eleanor  had a baby boy, 
Rupert, on 6th September, weighing 5lbs 13 ozs.   All doing well.    Congratulations 
to you all.

Members will remember Revd Jeanne Ennals, who was our Minister for a time, and also Eric and 
Sheila Grant, both long time attendees at PBURC before family circumstances led them to move 
to  Knebworth.   Sadly Eric had a stroke and later passed away, and Jeanne conducted his Service.   
Frank Palmer and Alastair Maclean were kind enough to take me with them to Eric’s funeral, arriving 
safely back to PB just as snow was falling!  More recently when Jeanne came to preach at Potters 
Bar I enquired how Sheila was faring and Jeanne called me last week to update me. I was so pleased 
to hear that Sheila is happily settled in a Care Home, albeit with eyesight and hearing problems but 
still mentally alert and she remembers us all.  It was so kind of Jeanne to give me an update and I 
am passing on the good news.              Joan Gooding
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 This week our thoughts were with the late Queen Elizabeth, 
the Royal Family and King Charles, and in our Service, we celebrated 
and gave thanks for the life of our Queen.  For our anthem we had an 
unexpected but welcome guest – Rod Chilcot – boosting our quintet 
to a sextet…….and perhaps we may hope?
 David read us 1 Corinthians 13 with its message about love. 
His favourite passage is “Love does not keep a record of wrongs” – 
how much better the world would be if we all followed that!   And love 
is equally relevant for a Queen who devoted herself to her people in 
her vows and throughout her life, and of course to her family. This is 
not to forget her love for horses: even toward the end she was at the races with her trainer, happy 
and smiling because one of her horses came in first.
 There were problems in the family and 1992 was a particularly tough year with media attacks 
and the fire at Windsor - an annus horribilis – but she kept going and became more outward. We 
saw her sense of humour with the James Bond piece at the opening of the 2012 Olympics and the 
tea with Paddington Bear at the time of her Jubilee (all the more so because she kept it secret from 
her family). She could have fun - and make fun of herself.
 Despite serious problems within the family, she never flinched, and certainly never considered 
the easy way out of abdication. She was made of sterner stuff! She made up her mind to serve and 
her greatest joy (after family and horses) was in giving joy to people, especially the young and those 
with disabilities.
 What she has done will form a basis for the strength of the country and for its future. And 
Charles, at times perhaps sometimes not going in quite the expected direction whilst Prince of Wales, 
has clearly been well trained and instilled with all the sense of duty, care and love that his mother has 
shown us. So today we do truly celebrate a life well lived.

I think with his focus on love and duty, David has missed another great asset – her wisdom. From 
the start of her reign, she has understood the nature of the compact between the sovereign and her 
people that is a constitutional monarchy. She has repeatedly re-invented the way the Royal Family 
presents itself as the expectations of society have changed. She has used her non-political “soft 
power” to achieve reconciliations that no politician could have attempted (think dancing with President 
Nkrumah at the time of Ghana’s independence, or her statements and handshakes with Irish and IRA 
leaders). These actions stem from her wisdom, her strong Christian beliefs, and her vision of what 
she personally could achieve.  
A tough act for King Charles to follow, but as David says, he’s been well trained and is thoughtful, 
diligent, and committed.    (Robert Hillyard).

You can view the Service Video at  https://pottersbarurc.org/services/ 

Service on 18th September - Revd David Aplin
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God save the Queen, - God save the King
     Our beloved Queen, Elizabeth II, passed away in September and the occasion is still very much 
in our minds. She was a great Monarch, a great person, much admired by the peoples of the United 
Kingdom and indeed world wide.
As a Congregation of friends in Potters Bar and as her loyal subjects we salute her in her passing, 
wish her God speed to Glory, and thank her for all that she was as Head of State; as a person in her 
own right, and a person who was not afraid to tell of her Christian faith and to honour the presence 
of the Lord Jesus in her life. Thank you, Ma’am for your service to the Nation, and for all that your 
life was throughout those  70+ years.
 The United Kingdom now has a new Sovereign in Charles III, and the Congregation here at 
Potters Bar welcome him as our new King. May he also be guided by Christ throughout his reign. 
God save the King. 
 The reign of Elizabeth II was a noteworthy one and times have changed dramatically over 
those 70+ years, I can remember watching her Coronation in  June 1952 on a new-fangled ‘’televisor’’ 
that my father had bought for the occasion. Our family (and friends as well!) were able to see the 
event unfolding in black and white. It was pure magic.
  I was only 19 at the time and had just qualified for my Kings Scout Badge, and soon to be 
presented with it. The presentation was preceded by an invitation to be one of a group of Scouts chosen 
to represent the Scouts of North London at the St Georges Day Parade, which is traditionally held in 
St George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle.  I can remember that the new Queen had just returned from 
Kenya and was present at the event “standing-in” for her father, King George VI, and covered with 
a black veil of mourning. At a later date I was invested as one of the new Queens Scouts. The only 
other thing that I can remember was that we camped in tents on the playing fields at Eton College, 
all several hundred of us, and that we marched through Windsor, and that we sang ‘’God save the 
Queen’’. 
 Which prompts me to ask why do we sing ‘’God save the King’’ as our National Anthem, what 
does it mean and stand for and where did the tune originate?    Well, the customary tune goes back 
a long way into history and I am sure that you would agree that it is both majestic and rousing and 
fitting for our National identity. The words centre around the phrase ‘’God save the King’’, and this 
appears in the King James, or Authorised Version (AV) of our Bible. Read the beginning of the first 
book of Kings (Chapter 1 and verses 38 to 40). in your King James Bible. The occasion is the Death 
of King David and the anointing of His son, Solomon, as his successor. You may well follow the story 
of the choice between Adonijah and Solomon, as it really is an interesting Bible story. The phrase is 
altered slightly in the Living Bible and GNB to ‘’ Long live King Solomon’’, but the first phrase occurs 
elsewhere in the Bible as well, and the sentiment is the same, namely that it is a prayer that asks God 
to save the anointed one from the consequences of sin and the wrath to come as a result of it. The 
concept of salvation is an important one and we can follow the evolution of mankind’s understanding 
of God and his love for us through our Bible, and its Jewish history. The glory and the truth of our 
salvation becomes clear as God reveals it to us in the Cross. The reality is that God loves his people 
so much that he shows this through the death and resurrection of Jesus, his Son. The Free Church 
greeting of ‘’are you saved brother?’’ gives quality to the statement ‘’God save the King’’ and it all 
forms part of our passionate, national and Christian history. 
 Returning to our national Anthem, the song itself had settled into a three verse format in 
recent times, although the sentiments of the middle verse became a little sensitive for some and so 
became dropped, leaving a two verse anthem as standard.  I like the fact that Lord Baden Powell, 
founder of the Boy Scout Movement, removed the second verse (‘confound their politics and curb 
their knavish tricks’ – which refers to the ‘enemies’ of the Monarchy), when writing the Scouts version 
of the national anthem in his famous book ‘’Scouting for Boys’’. 



 Page 6                                                                                                The News - October 2022

 Two other interesting facts for you to mull over.
(1) Did you know that the phrase ‘’God save the King’’ was decreed as a watchword in the 
Royal Navy? 
(2) Did you know that the playing of the National Anthem became a customary requirement to 
be played at the end of public performances in cinemas and theatres, and that the audience 
was required to stand at the ‘attention’. I remember, in my Air Force days, that should one slip 
out from the Station Cinema during the playing of the National Anthem you were likely to be 
nabbed by the MP’s and marched off to the Guardroom! 
I think that the only place where the National Anthem is still played in full before the performance 
is at the Frinton Theatre.

     I leave you to ponder on the meaning of ‘’Salvation” and ‘’being Saved’’ and what it means for you; 
meanwhile I offer you these reminiscences as part of my remembrance of our past Queen.

     I wish you a special time of blessing at this autumn time, at this mourning time, and at this time 
of new hope with our new King.

          Geoffrey Peterson

 

Continued from page 5

I have a particular affiliation with our late  Majesty as I shared her 21 April birthdate but two years her junior and have 
been  a faithful admirer since childhood.  I feel there is  also a physical resemblance between us, as also my late husband 
with  Prince Philip, with a similar disparity in height.  
Evidence of  this long time connection  is a book about Princess Elizabeth, printed by Oldhams Press Ltd:  “The 
Illustrated Story of Twenty-one years in the Life of the Heir Presumptive” written by Dermot Morrah, late 
Fellow of All Saints College, Oxford, assisted by Betty Spencer Shew, and is a wonderful record of all the 
duties she had already undertaken in her early years.  It’s closing paragraph proves an auspicious statement: 
      
“ So the place that historians of the unborn will assign to Elizabeth the Second in the record of the British Crown will 
depend not upon her alone, and not on her subjects alone, but upon the intimacy of the relation between them.  It is for her 
to become the centre and focus of unity for all the races and creeds of her Empire;  it is for them to keep alive and intensify 
the sense of comradeship and common dedication to great ideals of which she is to be the leader and the symbol.  It is with 
the determination to serve her faithfully, and through her the cause of man’s upward progress for which in her Dominions 
she will stand, that the British people’s will pray, with Garter King of Arms in Shakespeare’s drama:  “ Heaven from thy 
endless goodness, send prosperous life, long, and ever happy, to the high and mighty princess of England, Elizabeth.” 
 
She and the whole Royal Family have been a constant in my life. When VE Day was declared  I was in the crowd outside 
Buckingham Palace when the Royal Family came out onto the Palace balcony with Sir Winston Churchill.  When King 
George V1 died , after work my husband and I queued along The Embankment to pay our respects to him in Westminster 
Hall, arriving home at 3.00am, and when on holiday in Wales we saw Prince Charles during his tour of the Principality 
before his Crowning as Prince of Wales. Three never to be forgotten events. 

To have now given all these years of service is absolutely remarkable and probably will never be equalled, and it is 
appropriate that people from around  the world have joined us in our sorrow and admiration for such a lady. Her splendid 
Funeral was quite remarkable  and will never be forgotten.  But, now, God Save our King Charles 111.  He WILL do well

          Joan E Gooding

My personal thoughts and memories
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A very sad aspect of Covid and its attendant Lockdown restrictions were the limitations on the number 
of people attending funerals. For most the time has passed and the funerals that we did have served 
their purpose in celebrating the life of a loved one and saying goodbye. A further service would not 
add more comfort or thanks or love.

But for some families there is still a feeling that the allowed service was not enough. It is for these 
that our church is offering a further opportunity to give thanks and celebrate the life of a loved one. 
All whilst joining up with as many family and friends as we want.

We are offering two forms of thanksgiving service.

1. A joint service for a number of families where each deceased person would be celebrated as an 
individual and all would show their love.

2. Another individual service at the church so that families and friends would be able to gather without 
any limit on numbers.

If you are interested in either of these opportunities please contact Revd David Aplin who will be 
happy to discuss your needs. You may phone or email or speak to me in person at the services I am 
leading at PBURC on 21st October or 18th November 2022.

The closing date for making contact is the end of November. If there is demand for a joint service it 
will be in January 2023 but individual services are flexible in date to meet the needs of the family.

Please be assured that this offer is for all deaths occurring in 2020 and 2021 not just for those caused 
by Covid.

To everyone who has suffered bereavement in the last years we offer our condolences and our love. 
Losing a loved one is truly painful and coming to terms with it takes far longer than most people real-
ise. In coming to a decision on being involved in a further service of thanksgiving you must consider 
the hurt it might expose. There is no lack of love in saying “It’s not for me”.

God bless

David

Rev David Aplin

Mobile: 07900673529    

Email: aplin_david@sky.com

Remembrance
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Programme
Violin Sonata No 1 in A major -  Maurice Ravel (1875-1937)

Fantaisie élégiaque - Gustave Samazeuilh (1877-1967)

Sonata in A Major for Violin and Piano César Franck (1822-1890)

1) Allegretto ben moderato

2) Allegro

3) Recitativo-Fantasia: Ben moderato

4) Allegretto poco mosso

Recital on 7th October
Jean-Samuel Bez - Violin and Gina Kruger - Piano

Charity Lunch will follow this Recital

Future Dates for your Diary

Saturday, 5th November  Christ Church, Hatfield,   Christmas Fayre

Sunday, 20th November  12.30  - Church Meeting.  Please bring packed lunch.

Saturday, 3rd December  Festival Day at our Church

Sunday, 4th December  11.00 am - Toy Service

Thursday, 8th December  19.00 Concert by Aeolian Choir - Stephen Jones

Monday, 19th December  Carol Service - Time T.B.A.
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Put off from the extreme heat of summer, today was a much cooler 
prospect for the resumption after 3 years of a treasured social 
event. 

Guests kept close to the house for shelter or sported blankets for 
warmth.  But our ladies are made of sterner stuff!

Meanwhile inside, all the cakes Janet had made were on display.

And one successful “hunter gatherer” is clearly well set up for the afternoon.

Some were inclined to compare the spread with the fare at the Savoy (having stayed there the 
night before - Megan).

Those in the lounge seemed to have cornered their fair share as well. Good to see Norma, Carol 
and Pat.   And of course Frank.

And Heather & Geoff were safely home after a stormy sea crossing from 
the Scillies.

After all that cake and tea, those still outside felt warmer including yours truly.   

A great afternoon. Thanks so much to Janet, Glenis and Chris Ramsay (Host and chief cook, Teas 
& Coffees, deputy chef & plate and cup washer extraordinary).                     Robert Hillyard

The event raised around £195 for the Noah’s Ark children’s charity in Barnet .

‘Summer’ Tea Party 
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Following the donations at Janet’s Garden Party, Tony & I took a cheque for £195 to the Noah’s Ark 
Children’s Hospice in Barnet. 

We were shown around by a volunteer fundraiser. We were very impressed with what we saw. Outside 
there is a sensory garden, a playground suitable for all children even those in wheelchairs and a 
nature reserve. To reach the meadow in the nature reserve the path is made of recycled rubber from 
tyres so it is suitable for wheelchairs.

 Inside there are 6 rooms for children for respite care or pre or post hospital stays. These children 
are looked after by nurses. There are family rooms where the whole family of the child can stay. For 
patients and day patients there is a creative room, sensory room, hydrotherapy pool, music room and 
soft-play room. All these rooms can be accessed by hospital beds and wheelchairs and have hoists.

Downstairs there is a beautiful multi faith room with a prayer tree. There are also rooms where families 
can spend time with their child that has passed away. At the moment they look after and support 
children from birth to 18, but are hoping to extend the service to 25 year olds.  Support is given at the 
hospice and also at the homes of the children for the whole family. The families come mainly from 
North London, Hertfordshire and Middlesex. It takes four and half million pounds to run Noah’s Ark 
and although they have large sponsors for the maintenance of the buildings all the donations, like 
ours, help towards specialized equipment.
          Barbara Corfe

Noah’s Ark Hospice

A note from me
I just wanted to thank everyone for coming to my garden party (although most of us stayed indoors 
- it was chilly) and for being so generous in your giving.  I thought of the Noah’s Ark as our charity 
as so often our giving is mainly for adults and usually for those in need abroad.  This is local to us 
and I’m so grateful to Tony & Barbara for actually taking our gift to them and what a wonderful place 
they found.  I had no idea !!   I hope, and Tony and Barbara agree, that we may think of them more 
in the future.                     Janet O’Connor
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What is a Ceilideh?
On 24th September eight people from our church attended the Ceilidh (an evening of Scottish dance, 
song and music), at Christ Church, Hatfield. We were treated to a wonderful display of Scottish dancing 
from the delightful children - aged 3 - 15  in Mary’s dance class.  They performed beautifully, wearing 
kilts and white dresses with tartan sashes.  Then the audience was invited to join in, but dancing with 
rather less precision, though having fun!

We also enjoyed singing Scottish songs, which both David and I were familiar with from our childhoods.  
Mary’s grandson, who MC-ed the evening, sang some modern songs too, dedicated to his children and 
family.   The Piper, who started the evening with playing “Scotland the Brave” was very resplendent in 
full regalia as he marched up and down the hall.  He also played for us all to dance the “Gay Gordons”,

During the break we were provided with a splendid array of sandwiches, cakes and snacks.

A thoroughly good evening which was enjoyed by all !    Thank you Mary and the members of Hatfield 
Church.
          Chris Ramsay

This was sung by another Scottish gentleman who accompanied himself on the keyboard. 

The midges, the midges, I’m 
no guan to kid yous,
The midges is really the limit,
Wi’ teeth like piranhas, they 
drive you  bananas,
If you let them get under 
your semmit.

The Lord put the garden of Eden on earth,
And it’s north of the Tweed we believe,
Aye Scotland’s the place and the whole 
human race
Started off wih McAdam and Eve.
In six days or under He’d finishefd this wonder,
Except for the Forth and Tay bridges
Then always the bloke for a practical joke
He made Scotland the home of the midges.

Back in 1314 the proud Edward was keen
To take Scotland into his care,
But he made a U turn when he reached 
Bannockburn,
Just a few weeks before Glasgow Fair.
For the midges let loose by King Robert the Bruce
Straight into the English got tore,
And they ran off in tears and for 600 years
They’ve been blocking the A74.

Now never forget when the sun’s going to set,
And the midges arise on Lock Eck,
Like the vampire you see played by Christopher Lee,
They will give you a pain in the neck.
You can smack them and whack them, in vain you’ll 
attack them,
For they know every move that you make,
If you manage to kill yin, another half million
Are ready to come to the wake.

Chorus
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Mike told us that he’s going to take us on a 3-part (3-week) 
series looking at someone outside the church who comes 
into contact with us, decides to come and investigate us, 
and then join us. 

He tends to ascribe his ‘brand’ of Christianity to Celtic 
Christianity, which teaches that the whole of creation comes 
from the heart of God. He’s a part of that creation, cut loose 
into a wonderful but frightening universe. And if he does anything, it is as a journey back into the 
heart of God, a journey not of perfection, but learning by imperfection, and growing closer to God in 
the process.

During a recent visit to Melk Abbey in Austria, in the final room he read that Christian movements 
were on a journey - and quoting 1 Corinthians 13 - that Christian life was a journey, seeing through 
the glass darkly, until we can see face to face. 

Quite a few churchgoers are not on a faith journey at all, Mike said, and gave us the examples of 
those who believe that Christianity is just being nice, or those amongst the Progressive Christianity 
spectrum of beliefs (including Ministers) who don’t believe in resurrection, or life after death, and 
want simply to build God’s Kingdom on earth. He sees this as a political/social movement and not a 
religion because it misses God out. Rudolf Bultmann a German Lutheran theologian had described 
it as “religiously tended moralism” and not religion. If you are on a journey into God’s heart, you need 
to know what God loves. The fulfilment of that relationship with God is at the heart of Christian life.

On a trip around the world meeting old friends, a friend in Australia asked him, “Where are you on 
your faith journey?” - and this got him thinking whether he was on a faith journey. He realised he 
probably wasn’t, more stuck in a rut.

He told us about the two and a half hours he spent changing the church bank account and the young 
lady helping him who asked, “What does a church do?”. He’d realised that many of the folks out have 
no idea what goes on in a church. People are no longer brought up in the church and have to come 
in to start their faith journey. The ‘front line’ with the rest of the world starts at the front door. So why 
should they come in? How do they come in? When do they start their journey? God calls people, yes, 
but what if God is using us to call them? And if we don’t get people into church, our churches will die.

There were four ways we can do something to help this – all simple but quite difficult to do:

· Firstly, (drawing on John Chapter 1) to be an Andrew – Simon Peter’s brother – and tell 
somebody else. People worry that they have to convert people. No you don’t: just say, “Come 
and see”! If they are to be converted, God will do that, but first we have to put them into contact.

· Secondly, to have a “Many Doors” policy. Have as many doors as possible to the outside 
world using our premises and elsewhere to form relationships with groups – lots of activities 
to allow lots of interfaces with the church (and pre-school Services were a good way to get 
into contact with people), getting people over the threshold so they stop being frightened 
about what’s going on inside.

Service by Mike Findley

Continued on 13



· Thirdly (and definitely in third place) the sermon. Mike knew that sermons are rarely productive 
in getting new members. They do help people along the road but don’t start them off. And he 
noted that the typical attention span which had been 12 minutes 10 years ago was now down 
to 2-3 minutes. People don’t seem to listen to sermons nowadays.

· Finally (and drawing on John Ch. 13, vv 34-45) “to love one another, so that everyone will 
know you are my disciples”. Probably the most important way of bringing people into our faith 
is what people see of us in life – what we do. Are we helpful? Can they see God working in 
our lives? Do we help people in need and go round and see them when they are grieving? 
Do we really love one another – not fighting one another? Are we different in some way? Can 
they see we go to church on a Sunday? People need to see what’s inside us, what drives us, 
and how we cope with the problems and turmoil of life.

Mike told us about how he came to Homewood Road (courtesy of Martyn Macphee, a fellow Scot). It 
was not the friendly welcome (including the baby) or the excellent sermon from their minister. It was 
an unprompted visit from the minister to his wife (in orange t-shirt and shorts, plus bike) for a cup of 
tea and a chat, and the fact that when the baby was woken by a clap of thunder, she was prompted 
to look after the baby while he went out in the pouring rain to bring in the washing. That clinched it!

People need to see that you don’t stand on ceremony or are standoffish. They need to feel you can 
integrate with their lives, that you can relate to them and they to you. It’s what the ‘front line’ does. 
And if we do these things and say, “Come and see”, they may do so, like it, and stay.  So that’s how 
we get people in. Easy to say – difficult to do. But it’s something we have to do.

Next time Mike will help us to work out where we are on our faith journeys and what we need to do 
to move ourselves on. He’s excited by journeys, likes to visualise where he’s going - and he knows 
he’s not travelling alone.
You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/ 
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Cont’d by Mike Findley

Communion Service led by Anne Walton
A “full on” Sunday Service, with Stephen playing from 
home whilst recovering from Covid, giving a welcome to 
Steven Knott with Eleanor and Rupert (their baby son) 
on Zoom, and a Corfe grandchild (Madison) to entertain 
us in church. Never a dull moment!

Anne treated us to the story of the atheist and the Grizzly 
Bear, with a nice twist at the end before moving to her theme of the day.

Anne’s sermon - drawing on the reading from Luke 17 – was about faith.

“If I just had more faith” is something most of us have at some time struggled with. As Anne said, if 
“I just had more faith”:

· I would not have so many questions or doubts,

· God would answer my prayers,

· I’d be a better person,

Con’t on page 13



· I’d know what to do, and would handle things better,

·     Life would be different.
It’s always been an issue, right back to the Apostles. “Make my faith 
greater”, they said. But Jesus gave them a very clear response to the 
request to ‘supersize’ their faith. Having faith was not about size or 
quantity. Even if their faith was as small as a mustard seed, that faith could cause a tree to uproot 
itself and go re-plant itself somewhere totally unsuitable.
Faith is not measured out according to the task ahead of us.  A little faith can go a very long way. And 
faith is not about an intellectual agreement to any particular doctrine or idea. Faith is a relationship of 
trust and love. It’s about putting Jesus at the centre of our lives; allowing Jesus to guide our decisions, 
actions, and words.

Faith won’t change the circumstances of our lives, however much we might wish it – but it will change 
us. Living in faith doesn’t shield us from pain or the difficulties of life. It won’t undo the past and won’t 
guarantee a particular future. Rather it is the means by which we face and deal with the circumstances 
of our lives.

It’s not lived out in abstract, rather it’s practised day-by-day in the unfolding circumstance of our 
lives. And when those circumstances may seem more than we can carry, it is through faith and our 
relationship with Jesus, that we manage to get out of bed each morning to face the stark reality of life.
There are also days when we feel the pain of the world and respond with compassion: we may 
experience the brokenness of a relationship and offer forgiveness and mercy. There are days when 
we feel dejected and powerless, not knowing how to go forward. Faith allows us to sit quietly and 
wait for the Spirit to show us the way forward.

Faith is the lens through which we see ourselves, we see others, and see the world. It means that 
wherever we go, and what the circumstances are that we are facing, we do so in relationship with 
the one who created, loved, sustained, and redeemed us.

Anne cautioned us that faith does not earn us a pat on the back. It’s more important to be obedient 
and humble to what God wants us to do. And when we’ve done it, simply to say - like the servant in 
the reading - “We’ve only done our duty”.

Jesus doesn’t ‘supersize’ our faith because he doesn’t need to. We live by faith not because we have 
enough faith, but because we have faith – even if it’s just a mustard seed. It’s all we need. So it’s not 
how much faith we have but how to live in the faith we do have. If our faith, our relationship with Jesus 
doesn’t change our lives and our relationship with others, then more of it won’t make much difference!
The mustard seed of faith is already planted within us. It’s Christ himself. He has withheld nothing 
from us. We already have enough.

What we need is more response to the faith that we do have.
(It seems to me that that ‘mustard seed’ of faith is planted within all of us. It is ‘hardwired’. But we 
know there are many faiths, and as Anne said, it’s not about any particular doctrine or idea. Our faith 
is based on Christ, but other faiths have other foci and other values. “My faith is better than your faith” 
is to be puffed up – something we were warned against. So our faith journey will have questions and 
doubts as we live it in the world and universe as we now perceive it.  Anne’s thoughts fit well with 
Mike Findley’s series, so it will be exciting to see where that leads us.)

You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/ 
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The Atheist and the Bear
An atheist was taking a walk through some woods in North America one day, marvelling at the 
wonders of nature which surrounded him. “What majestic trees! What a peaceful flowing river! What 
beautiful animals!”, he said to himself.

As he continued walking alongside the river he heard a rustling in the bushes. Turning to look, he 
was horrified to see a 7 foot grizzly bear charging towards him.

He ran as fast as he could up the path. Looking over his shoulder he realised that the bear was 
closing in on him. His heart was pumping frantically as he tried to run even faster.

Then, horror of horrors, he tripped over a tree root and fell on the ground. He rolled over to pick 
himself up but saw the bear raising his paw to take a swipe at him.

Not surprisingly, he panicked, and cried out: ‘Oh my God!’ and, guess what?

Time stopped!
The bear froze!
The forest was silent!

It was then that a bright light shone down upon the man and a voice came out of the sky saying:

‘You deny my existence for all of these years, teach others I don’t exist and even credit creation to 
a cosmic accident. Do you expect me to help you out of this predicament? Am I to count you as a 
believer?’

The atheist looked directly into the light (not recommended, by the way),and said:

‘No, it would be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask you to treat me as a Christian now, but perhaps, 
could you make the bear a Christian?’

‘Very well, ‘said the voice. The light went out, and the sounds of the forest resumed.

And then the bear lowered his paw, bowed his head and spoke: ‘Lord, bless this food which I am 
about to receive and for which I am truly thankful, Amen.’

A humorous reminder, perhaps, that God doesn’t always answer our prayers in the way we might 
expect! But we shouldn’t let that discourage us from continuing to pray.

       Taken from Anne’s Service


