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Remembrance Sunday 13th November
“We will remember them”
“Patriotism is not enough. I must have no hatred or bitterness towards anyone.”
These words were spoken by Edith Cavell on the night before her execution.
During this autumn term I am doing a walking course entitled London at War looking at how London
has been shaped by war, conflict and unrest. Its buildings, monuments and even street names
reflect our embattled past.
This week we started at St Martin-in -the-Fields where we learnt about Dick Sheppard who was the
vicar there from 1914-1926. He changed the empty fashionable church to the church for everyone,
serving the homeless and less fortunate, which it still does today. For the duration of the war the
crypt was an air raid shelter. He was a pioneer of religious broadcasting and the founder of the
Peace Pledge Movement. There is a chapel dedicated to him in the crypt. Lang, the Archbishop
of Canterbury at the time, commented “ he burnt his way through this world in a flame of love”
A little away from the church is the statue of Edith Cavell. 1865 -1915. The statue shows the words
stated above. A wreath is laid there every 12th October, the day she was executed. She was a
British nurse working in Belgium during WW1 and is celebrated for saving the lives of soldiers of
both sides without discrimination and for helping some 200 Allied soldiers escape from German
occupied Belgium. She was arrested under martial law, accused of treason, found guilty by a court
martial and sentenced to death. She had strong Anglican beliefs and is quoted as saying “ I can’t
stop while there are lives to be saved.”
As I walk round London and see all the memorials to those who have served, in whatever way, I
realise the huge debt of gratitude we owe them for our lives today.
Yet still war goes on.
A Prayer for Peace Poor Clares Galway.
For those who are fleeing: sanctuary
For those who are staying: safety
For those who are fighting: peace
For those whose hearts are breaking: comfort
For those who see no future: hope
Amen

Janet Green
on behalf of the Elders
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On the 1st October, we held our annual Quiz. This was, once again, a very
enjoyable evening. We had 68 people on nine tables, including a table from
Hatfield Church and also Frank’s Croquet group, who got top marks for the
evening closely followed by Robert’s table. Steve English was our question
master once again with his wife assisting. Ticket price this year was £12.00
Tony was in charge of food, which was a great relief to me, and he managed to
get Fish & Chips at a very good price from ??? which was delicious and very hot, followed by cheese
& biscuits, grapes and celery and the crowning glory was Turkish Delight. We brought our own drinks
but there was also tea and coffee available on a ‘help yourself’ basis.
The raffle this year was done differently by having two strips in an envelope - eight on each table,
costing £2.00 each. It saved a lot of time on the night but took a while to fill each envelope beforehand.
This year we managed to cover the costs and also have a surplus. Thank you all for coming.

Tony giving out F & C to
the winning Croquet Table

Robert & Margaret’s
runners up table.

Church Officers and Elders
Minister: Vacancy
Serving Elders

David Aplin Revd
07900673529
Tony Corfe		661160
Janet Green		
657848
Alastair Maclean
653636
David Ramsay		
647300

Secretary

David Ramsay
Tel: 01707 647300

Treasurer

Tony Corfe
Tel: 01707 661160

Lettings Officer

Jane Wood
Mobile: 07879 687569

Premises
Manager

Caroline Sutherland
Mobile: 07411 961770

Chairman
John Knott
Premises &
Tel: 01707 335238
Finance
Committee		
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Forthcoming Events
DECEMBER
3rd

10 am - 4.00 pm - Festival Day organised primarily by the Lettings Team.
Church will provide liquid refreshment, with cakes etc to be purchased from stalls.
We will have tables for “Church”, Africa, Tombola, Bric a Brac?

7th

7.30 - 9.00 pm - Phoenix Christmas Wreath Making cost £20, with £5 discount for regular
Phoenix attendees.

8th

7.00 pm start - Aeolian Singers Carol Concert - Stephen Jones
Wine and mince pies with request for donations at retiring collection.

12th

7.30 pm Phoenix Poker evening

15th

Possible Community Choir event - David Ramsay to clarify.

19th

7.00 pm - Church Carol Service - mulled wine & mince pies - Stephen Jones

21st

7.30 pm - Phoenix Quiz evening with carols and mince pies.

Details of Christmas Services will follow.

Pulpit Supply
November
6th
13th
20th
27th

Mr Jonathan Hyde (Communion)
10.45 am Remembrance Sunday
Ms Lilian Evans 			
Revd David Aplin (Communion)
Mr Mike Findley

December
4th
11th
18th
24th
25th

Mrs Anne Walton (Toy Service)
Elders
Revd David Aplin (Communion)
11.30 pm Mr Tony Corfe
10.30 am Mr Tony Corfe

Flowers this month by
Margaret Hillyard & Chris Ramsay
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The Night Sky & being ‘’at one’’ with God
It’s PBURC News time, again!
This year Clock time seems to have passed much quicker than in previous years; already we are
at Autumn and our Christian and Lectionary year will soon be telling us that Advent time has come
and our cycle of notable events in the Christian calendar starts again.
Harvest time has passed and all is gathered in. Last month we had a gorgeous Harvest Moon,
it was big and it was brighter than it normally is. In fact we have had a period of high pressure and
this tends to bring clear skies – and lower night temperatures. This year our Harvest moon has been
accompanied by two very bright stars, which are Jupiter and Saturn. At about our bed time these
three heavenly bodies have been in the same part of the sky; making it both brilliant and beautiful.
Are you aware that Jupiter has been at its biggest and brightest for 59 years? NASA suggest on
their web page, that we go and enjoy the spectacle of an ‘evening with giants’ some time this month!
Whilst you are looking up at the night sky try and locate Mars, the red planet, currently moving
from right to left over successive evenings, and then for a few evenings it reverses going toward the
right again before going finally leftwards in its usual direction of travel. Mars shows this ‘’regression
‘’ from time to time because of its place in the universe and the way that we see it as observers from
our earth, which is also moving. This regression was a motion that confounded the Greeks (and
others) until we, as homo sapiens, figured out what was happening naturally in our universe.
The other day I was looking in my diary to find out when the next Full Moon occurred and discovered
Yom Kippur which occurred on 5th October, the new moon being 25 October. Yom Kippur ends
the Jewish celebration of New Year - which starts ten days earlier (this year) on 26th September. The
New Year is called Rosh Hashanah. It is fascinating that the Jewish New Year starts near the autumn
equinox whereas ‘’our’’ New Year starts at about the winter solstice, the shortest day.
So, what can we, as Christians, learn from Yom Kippur, well for a start it is called the Day of
Atonement. It is the most important Festival of the Jewish Year; it marks the day that Moses came
down from Mount Sinaii, for the second time, carrying the Laws, the rules, that formed the Covenant
between God and Man – the rules by which mankind was to live in order to be in Communion, to be
At One, with their God, their Maker. The Covenant rules bind us, too, as Christian believers.
You will find the account of the making of this Covenant between man and God in your Bible in
Exodus chapter 20.1-17; and Deuteronomy chapter 5. 6-21. Do read the account of what happened
when the Jewish peoples left Egypt and came to Mount Sinaii - which is in the desert wilderness
between the Red Sea and Palestine. The newly formed nation walked on their way from Egypt to
their Holy Land and it took them generations, and they had generations of ‘learning time’’ in doing
so. In more recent times Laurence (of Arabia) did the journey, on camel back, on his own, in about
six days and whilst existing only on a handful of dates. That was in WW1. He was travelling from
Aquaba to Cairo to report to General Edmund Allenby about the strength of the enemy around
Jerusalem and Jordan.
Some years ago Heather and I did the journey to Sinaii from Aquaba on the newly metalled
road which had been built by the Israelis in more recent times. We were driven by a crazy Egyptian
driver, and did the journey in a mere few hours.
So, what did Moses carry within the instructions given him by Yahweh in order that his peoples could
be ‘’at one with God’’? Today we call them the Ten Commandments and they set out fundamental
principles of how we are to treat God, and how we are to treat our fellow human beings. For
centuries they were at the centre of what Christians learned about their faith. They form the basis
of the Covenant between God and Man.

Cont’d on page 5
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Cont’d from page 4
The Commandments
I am the Lord your God: you shall have no other gods but me.
You shall not make for yourself any idol.
You shall not dishonour the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy.
Honour your father and mother.
You shall not commit murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not be a false witness.
You shall not covet anything which belongs to your neighbour.
(As Paraphrased from the Church of England web site)
The text of the Commandments is found in two places in the Bible. In Exodus 20.1–17, and in
Deuteronomy 5.6-21. They are a gift of God to the people of Israel – and through them to the whole
of humankind. You may well find them written above the alter in many country and older churches.
These rules date from the time of Moses, but in the time of Jesus the Rules where still important and
the Scribes defined exactly what was allowed and what was not, the latter being ‘a sin’. - thereby
limiting the spirit of the Rules. At one point in Jesus’ ministry the Pharisees, the Teachers of the Law,
tried to trap Him with the question, “which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
Jesus answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind’’. This is the greatest and the most important commandment. The second most
important commandment is like it: “Love your neighbour as you love yourself’’.
The whole Law of Moses and the teachings of the prophets depend on these two
commandments.”
Mathew 22 .37-40
So, here then is the essence of all the Commandments
‘’that we love Him with all our hearts, that we truly repent of our transgressions and that we
genuinely ask for forgiveness’’,
and God in his infinite love will forgive and call you to be at One with Him; and remember that Jesus
died and rose again to show you how much They, the Godhead, love you.
So, here then is the essence of our Christian faith, it has rules, that these rules were given in Love by
our God , and that the Cross of Calvary was the price of that saving of ourselves from the consequences
of stepping outside of our Makers gift of life to us.
This month I close with the Shema a prayer which is one of the most famous prayers in
the Bible, and for the Jewish people a statement of faith. It was a daily prayer for ancient Israelites
and is often recited morning and evening by the Jewish people today. We first find this prayer in the
book of Deuteronomy chapter 6.4-5.
Hear O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one. And as for you, you shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.
I wish you a special time of blessing at this autumn time, as you think on being ‘’at one’’ with
God, your Creator and Jesus his Son who brings this truth to you – what a wonderful God we have!

										Geoffrey Peterson
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Harvest Service led by Canon Richard Osborn
Never say we don’t get
“value for money” out of Richard
– multi-tasker extraordinary.
With our choir a man down,
and a new anthem “Thou
visiteth the earth” (well new
to me), Richard joined the
choir, and we produced a quite
creditable two-part anthem.
The church had been decorated by Barbara Corfe and Margaret Hillyard in traditional style, to
balance a request for cash rather than dry goods for the Potters Bar Food Bank - decorated so
thoroughly that Richard could not use the pulpit for fear of dislodging the produce there!
Richard told us that the traditional Harvest Festival was only about 180 years old, having
been started as a special thanksgiving Service by the Revd. Robert Hawker at St Morwenna
Church at Morwenstow on the north coast of Cornwall. The tradition of decorating the church
with produce and flowers was adopted by the Victorians, with hymns like “We plough the fields
and scatter” - translated from an 18th Century German hymn - becoming very popular, as it still
is today. Although it might feel like a nostalgic look back at an age of rural bliss, Richard felt the
hymn had stood the test of time because it summed up in a simple manner the eternal truths “all
good gifts around us are sent from heaven above” and “then thank the Lord for all his love”. He
also felt that harvest was a good time to reaffirm our commitment to care for God’s creation.
Richard’s memories of childhood were of decorated churches, harvest suppers, a time
of celebration, enjoyment, and a time to give thanks to God for providing what we need, to
thank those who brought in the harvest – and also a time to think about the needs of others.
Thanksgiving was at the core of our celebration and both of the day’s readings reflected this.
Israel was a pastoral society and in Deuteronomy 8, they were just about to enter a “land of milk
and honey “. Moses reminds them that when they are prosperous and living well, not to forget
to give thanks to God for protecting them and guiding them through the past years - and not to
think that everything they had achieved was due solely to their own efforts. Don’t forget the Lord
your God – a message that is still fresh and relevant to us today.
The Jews had three Harvest Festivals; all with a sense of giving to God in return for what
he had given to his people. Paul also said that God loves a cheerful giver – those people who
give generously and without compulsion in response to all we have received from God, sharing
with others who have greater needs.
We are all going through difficult times and Richard wondered if God was challenging us
to ask ourselves, “how much do I need to live comfortably”; to reassess our priorities, to live more
simply and to do more to help and support others – to be a more cheerful giver in every way.
Luke also stresses the importance of giving thanks. Of the 10 lepers cured by Jesus, only
one came back to thank him - and he was a foreigner, a Samaritan. Richard thought it was a
good time to list our blessings in life and give thanks. He shared with us his “little list” (and pretty
comprehensive it was!).

Cont’d on page 7
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Cont’d from page 6
He read us a poem from an unknown author about being thankful that you don’t have
everything you desire.
that not knowing everything gives a chance to learn,
that difficult times are an opportunity to grow,
that our limitations give opportunities to improve,
that our mistakes teach valuable lessons,
and that each new challenge builds up strength and character. If we are tired and
weary, it’s because we have made a difference.
It’s easy to be thankful for the good things but a life of fulfilment comes to those who are also
thankful for the setbacks: gratitude can turn a negative into a positive.
Find a way to be thankful for your troubles and they can become your blessings.
Harvest Festival is a day set aside to give thanks to God, but let’s remember to give thanks to
God every day.

You an view the service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others
better than yourselves. Philippians 2:3
You should see my studio. Well no, you shouldn’t really. It’s untidy and that’s being polite. I
call it creative chaos but I know where everything is. I can find the brush and paint I need.
I know exactly where my watercolour papers are stacked, and I’ve got just enough space around
my computer to work in. But that’s not how it looks to anyone else and it may disturb someone
with a really tidy mind. Now though I’ve got a reason for the untidiness. An excuse anyway.
I’m told that the pine trees are dying in the grounds of Kensington Palace because of misplaced
tidiness. Gardeners have swept up all the fallen cones and pine needles. It’s all very neat but
the trees are dying because their roots have lost their natural protection. Those deep layers
of soft springy leaves that build up over the years in pine woods help prevent the soil from
drying out. Without them the trees suffer.
It was all done from the best of motives but it hasn’t worked out very well. We need to think
about consequences before we interfere with nature. Even our best intentions can go wrong.
That’s not an excuse for doing nothing, but we do need to think before we act.
That applies to our personal relationships too. Good intentions don’t help much if we’re tactless
and tread on someone’s toes.
‘Speaking the truth in love’ is a great ideal but sometimes it’s an excuse for getting rid of our
anger. Not such a good idea. Engage the mind before putting the mouth in gear.

				

From Talking with Hedgehogs by Eddie Askew
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The Final Whistle

A poem for Remembrance Day
by Rod Chilcot

I hated football as a kid
Two studded boots to stop a skid,
The frozen pitch which jarred my knees
The northerly wind which made me freeze,
My shorts and shirts were hand me downs
Seen better days on other grounds.
The turf all matted and trampled down
The long slow walk back into town.
We were weary then, and ready for tea
Were mums hot crumpets ready for me?
Cocoa drunk and prayers said,
A good night kiss and off to bed
For a bed time story to be read.
The haunting whistle of a far away train
Pulling its trucks through wind and rain.
An ode to slumbers, and resting brain.
Dawn came slowly in those winter days,
The frosted windows obscuring the haze
From smoking chimneys, their boilers ablaze.
The slow retreat from restful slumbers
That boiling kettle on the range embers.
The whistling milkman,the chink of empties,
The happy postman walking his rounds,
I really loved those childhood sounds.
Your country needs you
We heard Kitcheners call
And so we queued at Town Hall.
Uniformed clerks, sitting at tables
Recorded our details and gave us labels
Of where to go and what to do,
What to expect, we hadn’t a clue.
Still spirits were high and what an adventure
Better than t’mill or a lengthly indenture.
Mum kissed goodbye, a tear in her eye,
Don’t forget to write, you’ll be home by Christmas
Christmas dinners and her plum pud,
Something to remember, to make me feel good.
The Durham Light infantry,
That sounded posh,
But posh enough to beat the Boche
The bullying sergeant and parade ground drilling,
The feet busting boots, they weren’t so thrilling.

Coming to terms with orderly matters,
Lee Enfield rifles and machine gun chatters.
Puttees and knapsacks and khaki clutter
How I would dream of mums crumpets and butter.
Waterproof capes and gas mask sizes
Oh how I longed for my old school prizes.
Christmas at the front was not a game,
A lull in the fighting and a temporary truce
I’d palled up with an Aussie named Bruce.
Sarge said the Hun was doing the same
P’raps we could meet ‘em and have a game.
Oh how I hated that game of football
But the Hun on the run , a much better footfall.
That football match, made my hairs bristle
I didn’t want that final whistle.
Beat ‘em we did ,we won five nil,
We said our goodbyes and exchanged worried
glances
Swapped fag baccy with stale mince pies.
Fritz and Tommy with tears in their eyes.
That football match was so courageous
On blooded ground, that should have been sacred
To those that had fallen and didn’t make it.
I was so glad of that final whistle.
The very next day we were back in our trenches,
Fixing our dug outs and mending the benches.
Sarge said “Early tomorra you’ll see some action
just after five you’ll be going over”
Oh how I longed for the white cliffs of Dover
Sarge said “Do your best lads, and if you get shot,
Remember behind you there’s another lot coming,
It might hurt a bit, but just keep running,
Remember king and country and just try humming
God save the King, and Land of Hope and Glory,
Then your wounds won’t look so gory”
“How will we know when to go into action?”
“Listen for the whistle,”was Sarge’s reaction.

How I dreaded that final whistle.
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Flower Rota
January
1
		
8
		
15
		
22
		29
February
5
		12
		
19
		26
March		
5
		12
		19
		26
April		
2
		
9
		
16
		
23
		30
May		
7
		14
		
21
		
28
June		
4
		
11
		18
		25

Claude & Nigel Hickson
Margaret Barton
Tony & Barbara Corfe
Kathy Howe
Janet O’Connor
Mary Deller
Joan Gooding
Heather & Geoff
Megan Young

July		
2
		9
		18
		
23
		30
August		
8
		
13
		
20
		27
September
3
		
10
		
17
		
24

October
1
		8
Audrey Ward/EASTER
		
15
Joan Gooding
		
22
Daphne Boyd
		29
November
5
Janet Green
		12
		
19
Heather & Geoff
		
26
David & Chris Ramsay
December
3
Megan Young
		
10
Robert & Margaret Hillyard 		
17
		
24
Margaret Hill
		31

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY		
M Poulton/J.Green
Mary Deller
Anne Walton
Joan Jobson
Tony & Barbara Corfe
Frank Palmer
Alastair & Daphne Maclean

Pam Perrott
Robert & Margaret Hil lyard
Alastair & Daphne Maclean
Jean Morse
Janet O’Connor
Alastair Maclean
CHRISTMAS
“
“

Church Flowers
Thank you for your donations for the flowers in 2022 and to our brilliant flower arrangers. I am sure we all
appreciate their hard work to make the Church look beautiful each Sunday.
I have transferred members’ & friends’ names from last year’s rota and hope you will be able to continue with
your donations. Please let me know if you want to change the date of your giving or add your name to one
of the many blank spaces. I will assume the arrangements shown in the spreadsheet are alright unless I hear
otherwise. We will need donations to cover special occasions and weeks when we have no individual gifts of
money for certain Sundays.
All donations should go directly into the Church account. A donation of £20 - £25 per week, depending on
the season, would be appreciated. Please pay online for your year’s donations or pay by cheque payable to
Potters Bar URC. Cash to Tony or myself will also be acceptable. Tony will then be able to claim Gift Aid.

Thank you in advance
Barbara Corfe
01707 661160
bcorfe49@gmail.com
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Recital by Gina Kruger & Jean-Samuel Bez
Giina is a regular at our Lunchtime Recitals, but it’s a special treat when she brings one of the
many artists she accompanies – a sort of “two for one” bargain. This time it was Jean-Samuel Bezunmissably French – and a program of pieces for violin and piano with a decidedly French flavour.

We had Ravel’s Violin Sonata No.1 in A major, a Fantaisie élégiaque by Gustave Samazeuilh (the
student) and then a piece by the master (so Jean-Samuel said) César Frank, Sonata in A Major for
violin and piano.
It is such a privilege to have such artists with us close up, to enjoy music of great clarity and share
their emotions and the subtle teamwork as they perform.
I was well into our thanks before Gina offered us a final unplanned short piece, Sérénade Espagnol
by Cécil Chaminade – a lovely piece to finish up on.
A lovely recital, followed by a good charity lunch.
You can view the recital video at https://pottersbarurc.org/latest-news-2-2/

A couple had been married for 25 years and were celebrating their 50th
birthdays, which fell on the same day.
During the celebration a fairy appeared and said that because they had been
such a loving couple for all 25 years, she would give them one wish each.
The wife wanted to travel around the world. The fairy waved her hand, and
Poof! The wife had the tickets in her hand.
Next, it was the husband’s turn. He paused for a moment, then said shyly, “Well, I’d like to
have a woman 30 years younger than me.”
The fairy picked up her wand, and Boom! He was eighty.
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Morning Service - Reverend David Aplin
The Call to worship was 2 Timothy 3, vv 15. David told us that
some people think they can take the Bible and say, “That’s the bit I
like, and I don’t bother with the rest of it”. While some of the bits he
reads, particularly in the Old Testament during Bible Reading sessions,
make him wonder about that too; in reading the Old Testament we get
a lot of truths that fit in with other parts of the Bible. This interlocking of
the Bible is not just a concoction that man has done. The books have
been related and correlated with each other by the guidance of the Holy
Spirit. David was trained in college as an evangelical – meaning you
believe the Word of God as written in the Bible and that is what you
preach, believing in The Word and living what it teaches.
Our Old Testament reading from Jeremiah 31 spoke about a new Covenant between God and the
people of Israel and Judah. In one part of our Holy Communion, we talk about the New Covenant in Christ’s
blood, which David sees as proclaimed by Jeremiah hundreds of years before Christ was born.
David hoped we had listened closely to the Gospel reading from Luke 18 and were suitably confused
– a strange reading that we needed to try to understand. Comparing the corrupt judge to God, do we think
that if we cry out to God, whether our faith is true or not, whether we believe or not, do good things or bad
things, that we will receive? The message seems to be yes we will, but that can’t be fair. Giving to those who
ask regardless of their faith, that’s what the unjust judge would do just to stop being pestered, but it wouldn’t
be a very good God. If God was that unfair and unfaithful to us, how would we reconcile it with the teaching
and belief of the reformed churches that we are saved by faith alone. Perhaps we could be saved by keeping
moaning at God? The Bible is hard with all its contradictions. If we look at the world, we will see many unworthy
people with wealth and power. Is that fair? Of course not! – and yet it happens.
The final verse of the reading brings the “however” (the rub). When the Son of Man comes, will he find
faith on the earth amongst all those people who have received so much? That people have received plenty
does not prove their worth. The Lord will test their faith, and in many cases will find none. The only ones who
will receive Eternal Life are those who believe in Christ. David has been shocked at the levels of Unbelief
of some church goers. One may have doubts, and God will help us overcome these doubts, but to say, “I do
not believe” and yet still come to church? The current Archbishop of Canterbury has expressed some doubts.
What does that do for all the people in the Anglian Church when their spiritual leader is expressing doubts and
concerns? Why doesn’t he believe, have faith, absolute faith?
David thinks of all the things he has seen, the experiences he has had, the wonderful things God has
done for people that he has seen personally, and what God has done for him. He knows that even if he’s the
only one, he will still believe in the Lord. But he’s not alone. Many people in many churches bring their faith to
their Lord in worship and love.
When Jesus comes to this earth - and he will return – he will be there when we die, and he will look for
our faith. That is the test that many will fail. Those with no faith or who have actively worked against Christianity
– they will be judged!
So the question is, despite all that God gives us on earth, when Jesus comes, will he find faith on earth?
So the question for us is, “Do we have faith? Do we truly believe?”
After the sermon, as the lead-in to Communion, Stephen pitted the choir against the congregation in
singing “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God” in the round. (I would say the choir won, but then I’m biased).
David was delighted!

			

You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
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Morning Service by Martyn Maphee
Martyn congratulated us
for being in church despite
the downpour – which was
just about right for a nice
autumn morning in Mull
he felt. We wished Chris
Ramsay a Happy Birthday.
One of the things we
appreciate is Martyn’s lead-in to the hymns we sing, giving us insights both on the writers and the
religious background. It draws the hymns into the Service in a very special way.
The Old Testament Reading from Jeremiah 14 recorded the feelings of the Israelites at a time leading
up to their being overcome and taken to Babylon – not a good time for them at all!
The New Testament Reading from Luke 18 was the very familiar parable of the Pharisee and the Tax
Collector (as a former tax lawyer, Martyn knew all about the latter). Jesus makes fun of the Pharisees
in many places in the Bible, and in this reading the Pharisee is an easy target – obnoxious, arrogant,
and self-assured – someone you can’t help to love to hate. The Tax Collector is the one we ought
to despise – in those days they were little more than white-collar thieves – but we take pity on him
because he is contrite and beaten down by his feelings of guilt.
And then Martyn turned the story on its head. Because the twist of the parable in his mind is that in
condemning the Pharisee as a prig, we condemn ourselves. In judging others, we judge ourselves.
We needed to take a closer look. The Pharisee is standing by himself and in some translations is said
to be praying to himself – with good cause, because he merely reports to God on the reasons why
God ought to be proud of him. But to be fair, he’s not just trying to satisfy the minimum requirements
of the law, he’s actually going far beyond this in an effort to please God. He’s standing alone, possibly
because he doesn’t want to be associated with such ‘low lives’ as the tax collector, but also possibly
because no one else feels worthy to stand by him. He’s at the pinnacle of his church.
The Pharisee’s zeal may be misguided, but he does have the zeal and the desire to please God and he’s prepared to stand out for it. He’s worked hard, and apart from a lack of humility we might
wish that others were more like him. Pharisees make good Elders, stewards of the church, the ones
who do the work and provide financial support. They are devoted to God and most of their fault is in
striving for too much holiness.
Martyn asks what it is that makes us all work so hard to please others. He suspects it reflects our
need for approval, something that starts early in our lives with our parents, and leads us to strive to
better ourselves, to excel. Taken in moderation it’s a good thing – it’s what makes the world go round
– but add in a dose of insecurity, and it becomes a recipe for disaster, because however much you
can achieve, you can never do enough.
That could be at the root of the Pharisee’s arrogance: not necessarily that he thinks he’s better than
everyone else but perhaps subconsciously he doesn’t think he’s as good as he should be. A superior
attitude can perhaps be a reflection of an inferiority complex. Those who are the most comfortable
in their skins are the most gracious towards others.
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So perhaps we should think of the Pharisee as a little boy locked up in a grown-up body, still trying to
win the approval of mum & dad. A good man, as good as he knew how to be, restrictive because all
he knew to do was to try to win God’s favour by obeying all the rules even in their most minute detail.
And if this is the case, we have every reason to feel sorry for him.
The Tax Collector couldn’t even lift up his eyes to God. He beat his chest, wallowed in contrition, guilt
and shame. And if you knew about tax collecting in those days you’d say for good reason! Because
of their behaviour, in Jewish society they were ranked just below prostitutes and murderers.
So the Pharisee was not the only one standing off by himself – no one in their right mind would have
stood by the Tax Collector. We all know people like him, people who prey on others.
Jesus said the Tax Collector went home justified because he confessed his sins and threw himself
on the mercy of the Almighty. But if we had been there, we might have asked ourselves, “I wonder
what he’ll be doing on Monday?” There’s nothing in the parable to say that he wouldn’t go back to his
unscrupulous ways. So though he went home justified that he counted as righteous, perhaps God
knew he wasn’t.
In today’s world it’s often hard to know who to trust, and that can lead to judgements. We condemn
the Pharisees of our world for their self-righteousness and the tax collectors for their unworthiness.
Do we think the worst sinners are worthy of a place in paradise?
We probably see ourselves as the Tax Collector in the parable, saved by grace through faith. Are we
able to fathom the depths of God’s Grace and move from making judgements to showing compassion?
What we should take home is that no matter what our sins may be – self-righteousness, unworthiness,
or any number of things in between – there is His mercy and pardon for all those who call on the Lord.
And on our way, we shouldn’t forget to be forgiving of others.
You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/

From Faith, Hope & Hilarity
A six year old girl made an Easter Card for her mother. Inside she drew three balloons, each with
a pasted message. One read ‘Happy Easter’, the second read, ‘Christ is Risen’ and hard pressed
for a third message, it read ‘Save Water’.
A builder’s son was shocked to hear that Jesus had been nailed to a cross. His mother tried to
explain why it was done. But the boy with tears in his eyes asked, “Why the heck didn’t they use
wood glue?”
Another boy whose teacher had just told the class how Jesus had been nailed to the cross, said “I
bet if Superman had been there, they wouldn’t have got away with it.”

