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Covid -19 may not yet be defeated but it is encouraging that the Church was able to return to a degree 
of normality after two fallow years by marking Easter with a meal and communion in the Church on 
Maundy Thursday, a performance of Stainer’s Crucifixion on Good Friday with participants drawn from 
churches around Potters Bar and our, by now, traditional breakfast in Tilbury Hall on Easter Sunday 
served up by the men of the congregation.

In recent months our elders have been meeting with fellow elders from Brookmans Park URC (BPURC) 
and Christ Church Hatfield (CCH) to investigate how we might help each other, join in each others’ 
activities whether physically or by Zoom and work together to call a minister to a shared pastorate. 
Consequently it was especially pleasing to see Carole Beament and Rita Robertson from BPURC 
singing in the choir on Good Friday as well as Mary Birkett from CCH and a friend attend the April 
Phoenix meeting when David Morris showed a selection of photographs grouped by country of some 
of the places he and Pauline had visited on holiday.

Having been linked with BPURC for almost twenty years we already know many of their members 
but we are less familiar with those who attend CCH. However we are gradually getting to know them 
as in January a number of members travelled to Christ Church and greatly enjoyed a Burns themed 
coffee morning organised by Mary Birkett which featured a soprano, violinist and an accordionist in 
between young people from their Scottish Country Dancing group demonstrating various dances. 
[You can check out Robert’s video of various highlights under Latest News on our web site to see 
what you missed!]

For me, May means Christian Aid Week! This year the dates are May 15-21 and although our Church 
no longer organises street collections, envelopes will be available in the Church for you to fill and 
return. The focus of the publicity, planned and prepared long before the war in Ukraine intervened, 
is on the drought in Zimbabwe and how drought resistant seeds are allowing families to grow food 
despite the local conditions. I pray that, despite the needs of Ukraine, we will not forget the plight of 
drought which numerous countries around the world face and for which they bear little responsibility.

         Alastair Maclean 
             on behalf of the Elders 
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It is with deep regret that I write to say my very dear husband, Ron, passed away on 5th March 2022, 
in Barnet Hospital with chest complications and on-going medical issues;sadly his major organs were 
not able to respond to the treatment  administered.

Ron joined the Royal Air Force in 1953 and worked his way to the rank of Flight Lieutenant followed 
by successfully becoming an Air Engineer.  With RAF Transport Command he flew on the Beverley 
aircraft based in Aden (where we both first met), and on returning to UK, Ron was again flying as Air 
Engineer on the Belfast Squadron at RAF Brize Norton in Oxfordshire. On retiring from  the RAF, Ron 
worked as a Company Director for a firm producing aircraft equipment. And finally, here in Hatfield, 
Herts., he was a  local Councillor, and also, Chairman for The Wel/Hat Community for Voluntary 
Services for ten years. 

Thank you for the love and kindness shown to me. There are no words to express how much I 
appreciate it.
  Love and God bless.
   Norma

From Norma Wheeler

As many of you know, Ron & Norma supported many, or more true to say most, of our social functions at Potters 
Bar.  I, personally, know Norma very well as she was the Editor of the Brookmans Park Magazine and used to 
come monthly to PBURC when I helped her print it on our Photocopier.  She is a delightful lady and Ron was 
always very friendly and a really nice kind man. I speak for all of us at P.B. and send our deepest sympathy to 
Norma and her family at this very hard time.               Janet
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Church Family
Our Easter Weekend started on Maundy Thursday, 14th April, as some of us celebrated a Maundy 
Supper and Communion.   The Ramsays had laid a table as for the last supper and we had Lamb 

Wraps, made by Mosayeb, with red grape juice.  After we had finished Revd 
David Aplin led a Communion Service which he had suitably changed for this 
special Supper.  

On Good Friday morning,  we interrupted church members on their walk to the 
War Memorial in Potters Bar for the CTPB Good Friday Service. 

Details of the evening of Good Friday and Easter Sunday, appear elsewhere in 
the magazine.

We were very sorry to hear that Geoff Peterson had recently, unexpectedly, been in hospital at Barnet 
and the Royal Free to have gall stones removed.  The operation was amazing - he had his throat 
anaesthetized  and said he didn’t feel a thing!!  However, he is now back home and recovering and 
amazingly still managed to write his article for this News.  Thank you Geoff.  We send our prayers 
and best wishes to you.

Pulpit Supply
May
1st - Mr Martyn Macphee
8th - Ms Lilian Evans
15th -  Revd David Aplin
22nd - Canon Richard Osborn
29th - Revd John Hyde

June
5th - Mrs Anne Walton
12th - Mr Tony Alderman
19th - Revd David Aplin
26th - Mr John Wainwright

Barbara Corfe did all the flower 
arrangements through April and 

the church looked lovely 
over Easter.

Thank you Lord, for the gift of Spring,
The beauty all around,
The waking earth, the hope renewed,
Each joyful sight and sound.
Thank you for the help and healing
Through the winter time,
For comfort in the darkest days,
You helped our spirits climb.

Thank you for the longer days
The sunshine and the showers,
For all we share with those we love
Through many precious hours.
Be with us through the coming months
Whatever they may bring,
And help us walk a safer path,
And thank you, Lord, for spring.
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Anne’s Sermon reflected on the reading from Luke 15 - the Parable 
of the Prodigal Son. 
Parables are mental pictures designed, like a physical picture, to 
communicate a message much more clearly than words alone. And 
in trying to grasp the love of God, the reading gives us a particularly 
powerful picture. 

The characters are the son who strayed, the son who stayed, and 
the father who watched and waited. 
The son who strayed wanted out, asked for his share, and then took off. He lived the good life, but 
when the money ran out, his “friends” melted away and he was forced to take work and could barely 
feed himself.  Having made a mess of his life and treated his father shamefully, he repents and returns 
home expecting nothing but is welcomed with open arms. He represents those who have at one time 
or another walked away from God. 

For the son who stayed at home, this doesn’t seem fair. He’s served his father faithfully and feels he 
deserves his blessing, so he resents the fuss his father makes about the return of his younger son. 
He represents those who have lived a life devoted to God, but deep down have failed to appreciate 
that God’s love and grace is given unconditionally. (Anne talked about those who look good on the 
outside, but are still far from God on the inside, but it seems to me the position is more nuanced. 
We also have a picture of a just God, of wheat and chaff, and the expectation of reward in heaven 
for those who believe, and the unconditional nature of God’s love for us is not always easy for us to 
reconcile and integrate with this). 

The father who gave his son what he asked for and then saw him go away was treated shamefully 
by his son, but still watched and waited for him to return, ran down the lane and embraced him. This 
is the kind of love that God has for anyone who returns to him with a repentant heart. The message 
is staggering. If we repent, no matter what we have done, how low we have sunk, God will welcome 
us home. 

So we are left with a few tough questions. Do we expect fairness, and feel God “owes us” for good 
behaviour? Do we, like the younger son, come to God humbly with hands and hearts open wide? 
Do we, like the Father, welcome sinners back into the fold?   Which character do we identify with? 
Actually it doesn’t matter which character we identify with. What we need to take away is that God’s 
love for all of us in unconditional, and that if we do stray, he’s watching and waiting to welcome us back. 

You can view the Service Video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/ 

Service led by Anne Walton

In a Laundromat: 
AUTOMATIC WASHING MACHINES: PLEASE REMOVE ALL YOUR CLOTHES WHEN THE 
LIGHT GOES OUT. 
------------------------------ ------------------------------ ------------- 
In a London department store: 
BARGAIN BASEMENT UPSTAIRS... 
------------------------------ ------------------------------ ------------- 
In an office: 
WOULD THE PERSON WHO TOOK THE STEP LADDER YESTERDAY PLEASE BRING IT 
BACK OR FURTHER STEPS WILL BE TAKEN.
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Cello Recital by Molly Parsons-Gurr

I initially suggested incorrectly that this was Molly’s first go at a solo performance.  In fact she has 
done solo recitals before, mostly a mixture of other composers plus Bach!.  And often it has been 
with more modern composers such as Cassado and Reger.  She has played more Bach as a result 
of lockdown tedium, and I am sure we were glad of her choice of the following two of her favourite 
pieces.

 Bach Cello Suite No. 1 in G    Bach Cello Suite No. 3 in C
 Prelude      Prelude
 Allemande      Allemande
 Courante      Courante
 Sarabande      Sarabande
 Minuet I and II      Bourree I and II
 Gigue       Gigue 

It was simply delightful.  So sit back and enjoy the video of the performance.  You can view it at 
https://pottersbarurc.org/latest-news-2-2/ 
(There seems to be an adjustment on the video player.  You will see an icon bottom right saying 
“Auto” if you click on it there is an option 720p, which is much better resolution, though it takes a bit 
of time to load.)        Robert Hillyard

Watching the collection being taken up during the services puzzles many children who try to figure 
out the relationship between God and the money going into the plate.  Often children assume that 
you are paying your way in, as you do at the cinema.  If you try to explain that the cash is a gift to 
God, you may end up trying to explain just what God does with money.

A enquiring young boy was told the money goes to God.
He thought this over and then asked, “How do they get the money to God?  Do they send it up in a 
rocket.”

Why do we pay? 
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 It was a joyful reunion 
with Jeanne, who last led our 
worship in September 2019, 
and who as the ‘then and 
now’ picture shows (as Good 
Shepherdess for Darkes 
Fayre 1966) once played 
a much larger role in our 
church life as our Minister. 
 Jeanne’s Reflection 
was based around John 12, 
vv 1-8. Jeanne noted that these were tumultuous times both 

now and then. Tensions were running high as the Feast of the Passover approached, and opinions about Jesus 
were becoming increasingly polarised after his raising of Lazarus. Many put their faith in Jesus. Others were 
disturbed and reported the events to the religious leaders, who in turn became doubly disturbed about Jesus 
and the impact on their survival. An explosive mix! 
 Jesus had returned to Bethany to enjoy the hospitality of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, but could not 
escape the emotionally charged atmosphere. Martha had a practical gift for hospitality. Mary enjoyed spending 
time with Jesus, was sensitive to the political undercurrents and fearful of what might happen to Jesus.  Her 
sacrificial and loving action of anointing Jesus’s feet with very expensive perfume (at a cost of more than a 
year’s typical wages) might be seen as “over the top”, but for Mary the depth of her devotion could only be 
expressed in this tangible way. 
 Judas was quick to express his disapproval (300 silver coins that could have been used to help the poor). 
John, from his vantage point some 70 years later, is quick to impugn Judas’s motives, but Jeanne pointed to the 
deep polarisation amongst Jesus’s disciples, with Judas – ambitious and aspirational – becoming increasingly 
disillusioned with a Messiah that did not match his expectations for the Biblical Messiah he thought he had 
given his allegiance to.  Mary’s sacrificial devotion points to her demonstrating prophetic insight, anticipating 
Jesus’s coming death. Jesus says “let her keep what she has for the day of my burial. You will always have 
poor people, but you will not always have me”. 
 In these troubled times Jeanne suggested that we, like Mary, spend quality time with Jesus, enjoying 
his presence, reflecting on his words and actions, praying – but praying doesn’t always have to be words. It 
can, like Mary, be a matter of feeling, imagining, silently enjoying the time together and in doing so knowing 
his presence, his strength, and his guidance through these troubling times. 
Jesus’s words were prophetic.  We still have the poor with us and the need for Jesus’s love to be shown is 
greater than ever. Our faith needs to be reflected in action, and in ministering to the needy we are ministering 
to Jesus himself. 
 When Martha challenges Jesus about his delay in coming to help Lazarus, he points her forward. 
“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live even though he dies, and whoever lives 
and believes in me will never die”. Asked whether she believes this, Martha, though she doesn’t at this stage 
understand what it’s all about, puts her trust and faith in him. It is through his resurrection that Jesus today 
gives us assurance that all those who believe in him will be raised to life with him. Jeanne thinks of our life in 
this world as an apprenticeship for what is to come – just part of that eternal journey that he invites us to share 
with him. And we can indeed rejoice on this Passion Sunday that 
through worship, all believers in heaven and on earth are united 
knowing the Lord’s love and presence, experiencing his eternal life 
which is started here on earth but continues in all fullness beyond 
the grave. 

You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/ 
 
We did note that some old habits die hard. A watchful ministerial 
eye is carefully overseeing the lighting of the first candle! 

Morning Service led by Revd Jeanne Ennals
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 It was a busy Sunday for John as the Service included the much-delayed 
formal coming into membership of David and Maren Aplin and David becoming 
a serving Elder of Potters Bar URC. The administrative side had been signed 
off some time ago and David has been a part of the Eldership for over 2 years, 
but Covid had intervened, so it was a bit like having a wedding in church as a 
follow up to a registry office ceremony. 
 The focus of John’s Service was on the reading from Luke 19 describing 
Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem. We’ve learned that the literary culture of the 
time allowed the author to present historical facts as it was felt they should be, 
rather than what a bystander might have observed. John drew our attention 
to the differences between Luke’s account and those in Matthew and Mark. Specifically, there is no mention 
of palm leaves – which were associated with the revolt of the Maccabees and talk about Jewish nationalism. 
Luke’s audience was primarily the Gentiles, and the message was one of peace and that Jesus was everyone’s 
Saviour. So cloaks were used to line the path, the Hosannas were replaced by cries of Peace and it was 
Jesus’s followers, not the crowd who were singing praises to God – not the crowd who were later to call for his 
crucifixion. John invited us to take the different versions from the Gospels of the events leading up to Easter 
and look at them with fresh eyes. 
 Continuing with Luke, our Lenten journey has now reached Jerusalem in time to celebrate the Passover 
feast, the time when God set his people free, just as the events of Good Friday and Easter Day are the time 
when God sets us free from all that would enslave us.  Everything in Jesus’s life has been leading up to this. It 
was physically an uphill journey through rough terrain, made doubly dangerous as by now the Jewish authorities 
had put a price on his head. But nothing would stop Jesus celebrating the Passover in Jerusalem. Everything 
was prepared, the tethered donkey, the password, so that Jesus could fulfil the prophesies and so he sets 
off to confront the authorities. The donkey was considered a noble beast but would be ridden by leaders as a 
sign of coming in peace rather than wanting to show off their power. So Jesus chose to enter Jerusalem on a 
donkey. Here was the prince of peace, not the leader of another revolution. 
 Jesus gave the people the choice of accepting or rejecting him. He wasn’t going to ‘play to the crowds’, 
to be a puppet king or a mighty warrior. He turned his back on all these trappings of kingship and power. But 
his arrival caused tensions: some people wanted him to be this great political leader, some thought of him as 
“simply another troublemaker”, some thought he was a good man and other saw him for what he was – the 
long-awaited Messiah. (Look, your king is coming to you. He is righteous and victorious, yet he is humble, 
riding on a donkey).  On Palm Sunday the crowd cried Hosanna. The powers that be tried to keep them silent, 
but if they had succeeded the very ground would have cried out because the whole of creation sensed that 
this was the time – God’s time. And yet by Friday the crowd would cry “crucify him!”, the disciples would run 
away or even worse, deny knowing him. 
 By Friday evening Jesus was dead and buried and the future looked bleak. And then there’s Easter 
Day and God fulfils his promise to his people that he would never leave or forsake them, and from death comes 
new life.  So how do we respond? Are we ready to take Jesus into our homes, our churches and communities, 
and our lives? Do we stand by him in his pain and suffering as he stands by us when we feel we are walking 
through the valley of the shadow of death – death of our friends, our partners perhaps, even of our church, our 
spiritual home? Are we willing to trust in God to fulfil his Easter promise of new life in and through us? 
 John knows where he stands – he’s happy to confess that Jesus is Lord with all that means for his 
life. And us? Where do we stand. Do we add our voices to those who proclaim that Jesus is indeed Lord?   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord - and that’s us and him. Wherever we go, whatever we do 
and whatever we say, we should do it in the name of the God from whom all blessings flow. 
You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/ 

Palm Sunday led by Revd John Mackerness
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What a pleasure to see the Good Friday Choir come back after the “Covid break” to perform Stainer’s 
Crucifixion on Good Friday (and an extra pleasure to be a choir member this time). I think we were 
actually more numerous this time than in previous years. The Good Friday Choir comes from a range 
of backgrounds, church choirs, choral groups and some who just like the opportunity to sing in a larger 
group once a year (plus the 4 rehearsals). 

Stephen Jones leads the choir, supported by Simon Worley on the organ. This year, our soloists were 
the students Jonah Halton (Tenor) and Geoff Clapham (Bass) from The Guildhall School of Music – 
simply awesome!                     Robert Hillyard

Stephen writes,” Last night was really successful and such an appropriate piece: 
a) to re-establish the Good Friday Choir after a lapse of two years,  
b) that most people were familiar with so making everything possible in the limited amount 
of rehearsal time available, and 
c) to perform on Good Friday telling the story so succinctly and movingly. 
Stainer called it a “Meditation”, and in my mind it was just that for performers and audience 
alike: it was never intended to be a concert. Richard Osborn’s opening and closing prayers 
struck just the right note, the soloists were magnificent, the organist indefatigable, the 
malefactor and the High Priest suitably expressive, and the choir really stepped up and were 
responsive and accurate. Great performing all round. 
Behind all this were the volunteers who contacted singers to form the choir, collecting hire 
copies of music, keeping a register, providing much needed catering, furniture shifting, 
publicity materials and distribution, videoing the event - the list of jobs seems endless - 
culminating in last night’s performance. 
Well done all. 
Footnote. Some years ago former church member and bass in the URC choir John Potts 
gave me a Victorian baton and I thought it fitting to use this last night to conduct Stainer’s 
classic piece of Victoriana.” 
 
 We managed the usual ‘after final rehearsal’ refreshments and then after the performance choir and 
audience enjoyed tea, coffee and one or more hot cross buns. A most enjoyable evening! 

You can view a recording of the performance at https://pottersbarurc.org/latest-news-2-2/ 

Stainer’s Crucifixion
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Easter Sunday
A more cautious person would probably wait to be sure that none of you came down with food poisoning 
before putting fingers to keyboard.

We tried a different format this year and the extra choice on the hot food side did strain the logistics 
a bit so apologies to those who had to wait or go and ask where their food had got to (only a couple 
I think). We can and will do better if you allow – next year. I’ve already thanked the Breakfast Team 
for their stalwart efforts in preparing the food – and also particularly for those who opted to clear up 
whilst we were at the Service that followed.

As a ‘non-multi tasker’, the thought of taking pictures only came when the camera was put in my 
hands, so we capture only the last moments of the feast (see almost empty tables). However, you 
all looked in fine fettle and it was particularly good to see Geoff back – and with an appetite – after 
his operation this week. So a few glimpses; and apologies to those who had already left the table.
           Robert Hillyard

Thank you to Robert and the rest of the workers for giving the ladies of the church another Easter 
Breakfast in a different form.  There were so many choices it was hard to decide but the Bacon Bun 
with tomato was delicious !  It was good to see Paula, Maren, Rod and Michelle........  And then followed 
the Easter Service led by David Aplin.
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 Well fortified by the return of our traditional Easter Breakfast 
prepared by the men of the church we listened to readings from Luke 
on the Resurrection (and the men typically treating the women’s news 
from the tomb as nonsense), and the Walk to Emmaus where Jesus is 
unrecognised until he breaks the bread. 
 So David was in a questioning mood. Jesus had been warned 
not to go to Jerusalem – too dangerous, a warrant out for him – so what 
would have happened if he’d not gone? A minor prophet at best, just 
a footnote in history. And what would have happened if he’d not come 
to life again in the Resurrection, just lying cold in that tomb, a minor 
revolutionary put down by the vicious Roman Empire to maintain peace? Nothing! 
 On Palm Sunday we celebrated his entry into Jerusalem. Some were disappointed that he 
wasn’t the revolutionary leader who would free them from Roman tyranny. Many, including his disciples 
were afraid to speak up for him as the crowd was whipped up into a frenzy, baying for his head. 
So Jesus was put to death, but he came back to life – necessary to prove he was the true Messiah 
and fulfil the prophesies. It wasn’t enough for many Jews, but for other Jews and Gentiles he was 
accepted as the true Messiah (and it’s interesting to note how unspectacular, unassuming and uncertain 
this pivotal moment in history plays out. The gradual realisation and the slowly gathering momentum 
as the true import of that moment is discerned) . 
 David told us that it was necessary to provide a figure so iconic that so many would come to 
believe throughout the world. This was not a nobody; this was somebody great! (and yet, in many 
respects he seems understated, and his messages of peace and humility don’t sit well with that 
description?). 
 Most of all Jesus was showing us the way by defeating death and in doing so providing us 
with a gateway to our salvation – for David and for each of us. He died and came back to life again 
that we might have eternal life. Through our faith we are promised and guaranteed this (though few of 
us can comprehend what eternal life really means) and we have seen many examples of loved ones 
going forward into the Kingdom of God – all made possible because Jesus left the tomb to show he 
was alive!    And we too will go through death and our souls will continue to live in God’s presence. 

The Easter Sunday Service was also the moment when our revived church choir took the courage 
to sing two short anthems…………something we aim to maintain with the encouragement of our 
Director of Music,  Stephen Jones. 

Easter Communion Service - led by Revd David Aplin

You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/ 
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He is Risen!
 In the last News – that for April – I wrote on the Easter story and the Good News that it brought 
to those early believers.
 The story starts with Jesus bringing together a group of friends who were fascinated by what 
he taught. Some cared about the way that He had mended damaged people, others were genuinely   
intrigued by Him and who He really was, and there were those who perhaps were expecting 
confrontation with the religious leaders or the occupying Roman forces. Many of these friends of 
the Lord Jesus, had followed him in his early ministry and then joined Him on that final, slow, and 
deliberate journey from Galilee down the Jordan valley to Jericho then to Jerusalem. They had been 
part of the joyous entry into the Eternal City on what we now identify as Palm Sunday.
 During Holy Week we may well have followed, in our own Bible studies or our Church Services, 
the events as they unfolded of the rejection of Jesus by the Jewish authorities, culminating in the 
events of the Thursday and Friday of that week. Within our own Church life we still have the memory 
of the joyous events in our minds as we celebrated together Easter Day in our Easter Breakfast. 
This was followed in our church sanctuary with our ‘Upper Room’ celebration as we took the Easter 
celebratory meal together. 
 The next great event in the Christian Church Calendar is Whit Sunday when we, His Church, 
remember Jesus leaving his Spirit with us for all time, and when he ascended to the Father, there to 
await us his friends who believe and trust in Him, for eternity.
I shall write about Whitsuntide  in the June News so that leaves this month, May, to look at the record 
of Jesus’ appearances after his Resurrection, and to acknowledge the realness of His resurrected 
Person.
 So, then, Resurrection Sunday. Let us look at the great event that took place at the Tomb 
‘‘early in the morning’’; if you look at the  four gospel accounts they all  give us a similar story, that on 
the third day after his death on the Cross Jesus rose to life again.  Herein is the crux, the proof, of our 
faith. As a scientist I require a reasonable amount of evidence to assert that a matter is true, Albert’s 
assertion that the four dimensional space-time may exhibit a curve is qualified by much observational 
evidence. Jesus’ Resurrection is likewise shown to be true by far more evidence, so you can similarly 
‘’stake your life on it’’ being true.
 All the four gospel accounts tell the story, albeit with different emphases as might be expected 
from the recollections of those who were there at the time. We must remember that on that Saturday 
evening the disciples and followers of Jesus would have been very much down in spirit. They would 
have been deflated, indeed baffled, by what had happened upon the Cross. Remember, too, that the 
band of disciples had walked with Jesus all the way from Galilee to Jerusalem expecting great things. 
There had been the triumphal entry into Jerusalem the week before, then the increasing confrontations 
with the Jewish leaders leading up to the trial before the Sanhedrin. The appeal to the Governor, 
Herod, followed by that terrible scourging by the soldiers. To be scourged is a Roman punishment, or 
torture, whereby the victim is flayed with a whip made of leather straps, which are weighted at their 
ends, until the person is almost dead of pain.  He was then marched through the town up to Calvary, 
and nailed to a cross to die. Surely this must have been the end for their friend and teacher. 
 Then came the morning of the third day. All the Gospel accounts tell us the basic truth that 
the tomb had been opened and was empty. All the accounts differ slightly as befits an eye witness 
account of the impression that the report made upon the viewer. The woman went to the tomb says 
one account. Matthew notes that Mary Magdalene and the ‘’other Mary’’ were there, Mark tells us 
that Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James was there together with Salome. Luke says the 
women were there, then qualifies this with  Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James. 
John recounts in his Gospel that Mary Magdalene had gone early and alone to the tomb, then that she 
ran back to tell the others ‘’and Peter’’. Later, Mary goes back and is confronted by Jesus in person 



 Page 12                                                                                                      The News -  May 2022

and we have that lovely exchange of Jesus saying ‘’Mary’’ and her reply of ‘’Master’’. I urge you to sit 
a little and read the different accounts and reflect on the reality of the occasion.
 There are other resurrection appearances, too. We meet Cleopas and a friend, (John?), 
walking to Emmaus and meeting and walking with the Lord on the way, this is reported in two Gospel 
accounts, one short, the other containing much more detail. Then the account of Jesus eating ‘’with 
the disciples’’. Another appearance is between Thomas and Jesus.  There are several events, too, 
at the seaside in Galilee, again beautiful, touching, stories. 
 Do find the time and read the accounts in each Gospel -– and savour them - this is the evidence 
of your faith. Once you have grasped the reality of what happened, reflect upon the promises that He 
made in his lifetime and reflect upon the truth and reality of these too. 
     Two powerful statements come to my mind:-

‘’Greater love has no man than this, that he give his life for his friends’’     ( John Ch 15 vs 13  )
 and 
‘’For God so loved the world that he gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not die but have eternal life 
For God did not send His Son into the world to be its Judge but to be its Saviour’’      
(John Ch 3 vs 16,17). 

I trust that you know this Jesus personally, if not I urge you to do so, and make Him Lord of your life. 
In the words of the song,

‘’He is Lord, He is Lord,
 He is risen from the dead
and he is Lord. 
Every knee shall bow
every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord ‘’

‘’He is love, He is love
He is risen from the dead
and he is love.
Every knee shall bow,
Every tongue confess
That Jesus Christ is love’’.                  HON 204

I have laid before you the evidence of the Truth of the Resurrection – a Truth that cannot be ignored, 

I wish you a happy ‘’May- time’’ as together we look forward to Whitsuntide.  
 
          Geoffrey Peterson
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For me photography is a hobby, I classify myself as a “Holiday Snapper”, I have no particular theme, 
just take what interest me.
I became more interested in photography in my latter years at work as digital cameras were used 
more and more to provide information in investigation, reports etc.
When I retired, I bought my first digital camera, compared with current day cameras they were 
rubbish! In 2004 I purchased my first serious camera when we went to Norway. I am currently on 
my third camera, it is now five years old.
I belong to Welwyn Garden City Camera Club, they frequently have competitions which are prints or 
digital display. For me a photograph is what the camera sees, I do very limited editing, might lighten 
or darken the picture, straighten or crop.
I spent the lockdown cataloguing my photos and getting rid of the rubbish (still need more pruning), 
brought back very happy memories of our trips around the world.
I have just chosen four pictures from the slide show presentation.
In 2014 we went to Odessa (Ukraine), saddened what is going on. So much history, culture and 
amazing architecture, one place that stands out is the opera house, I would say one of the wonders 
of the world it is a beautiful building.

In 2010 we were stranded in Bangkok for five days due to the volcanic cloud. What happy people, 
always made you very welcome, it was the time of the water festival, never seen such large water 
pistols. There are various modes of transport – we saw a family of four on a scooter! We visited the 
River Kwai and Memorial, which we found very moving. 

Phoenix Evening - David Morris



On our last leg of six weeks in New Zealand 2011, at Lake Tekapo we came across a very small 
chapel, Church of the Good Shephard. What a view, would your mind wonder during a sermon! Mike 
Findley referred to the Chapel in one of his Sermons. 

My final choice: in 2018 Pauline and I celebrated our Golden Wedding at Lake Louise in Canada. We 
visited Lake Louise 25 years earlier, at that time the Glacier was down to the Lake edge, now shrunk 
as a result of global warming. Canada for us is a wonderful country, a lot to see and explore – for me 
like white water rafting, would like to go back.

The slide show covered twenty-nine countries some 400 pictures. 
I have only used my camera twice since the pandemic, time now to get out and have a snapping 
time.

I hope you all enjoyed the pictures and Pauline’s speciality “the cakes”. 
Thanks for coming.
            Pauline and David Morris.
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Programme:	  

Schubert Sonata in A major D 664 

1) Allegro moderato 
2) Andante 
3) Allegro 
Kreisler Variations on Corelli’s La Folia  

Rebecca Clarke – Midsummer Moon 

	  Not	  necessarily	  in	  that	  order!	  

Anna	  Le	  Hair	  is	  a	  pianist	  and	  piano	  teacher	  based	  in	  Tring,	  Hertfordshire.	  Anna	  gained	  an	  honours	  degree	  in	  music	  at	  
Edinburgh	  University	  where	  she	  studied	  piano	  with	  Colin	  Kingsley,	  and	  harmony	  with	  Kenneth	  Leighton.	  Her	  
postgraduate	  studies	  were	  at	  the	  Royal	  College	  of	  Music,	  London,	  where	  her	  professors	  included	  Peter	  Element	  and	  
Hubert	  Dawkes.	  
Since	  then,	  Anna	  has	  enjoyed	  a	  busy	  and	  varied	  career	  as	  a	  performer,	  teacher,	  accompanist,	  adjudicator,	  conductor	  
and	  ABRSM	  examiner.	  She	  gives	  regular	  performances	  both	  as	  a	  soloist	  and	  with	  her	  regular	  duo	  partners,	  and	  also	  
as	  a	  chamber	  musician,	  playing	  in	  many	  venues	  in	  Britain	  and	  abroad.	  Anna	  has	  performed	  at	  many	  festivals	  in	  
Britain,	  most	  recently	  in	  Kings	  Lynn,	  and	  including	  the	  Edinburgh	  Fringe	  and	  Buxton,	  where	  she	  was	  nominated	  for	  
the	  title	  of	  ‘Performer	  of	  the	  Fringe’.	  She	  has	  also	  recently	  played	  at	  festivals	  in	  Spain	  and	  Croatia.	  	  In	  February	  2014,	  
she	  gave	  a	  recital	  tour	  in	  New	  Zealand	  with	  her	  duo	  partner,	  the	  violinist	  Arwen	  Newband.	  The	  Icknield	  Trio	  (Anna,	  
Arwen	  and	  Sarah)	  opened	  the	  Piano	  Trio	  Society’s	  Festival	  in	  Notting	  Hill	  last	  year,	  and	  are	  performing	  this	  summer	  
in	  the	  St	  Lawrence	  Jewry	  summer	  Festival	  in	  the	  City	  of	  London.	  

Arwen	  Newband	  started	  to	  learn	  the	  violin	  at	  the	  age	  of	  6.	  A	  New	  Zealander,	  she	  attended	  Auckland	  University	  
where	  she	  studied	  with	  Mary	  O’Brien.	  She	  freelanced	  	  with	  the	  Auckland	  Philharmonia	  	  before	  gaining	  a	  scholarship	  
which	  enabled	  her	  to	  study	  with	  Emanuel	  Hurwitz	  in	  London.	  She	  then	  embarked	  on	  a	  career	  which	  has	  included	  
freelancing	  with	  various	  English	  orchestras	  as	  well	  as	  performing	  as	  a	  soloist	  and	  chamber	  musician.	  	  She	  has	  
performed	  concertos	  by	  Beethoven,	  Brahms,	  Dvorak,	  Khachaturian,	  Mozart,	  Bach	  and	  Vivaldi	  and	  has	  given	  many	  
chamber	  music	  concerts,	  recently	  forming	  a	  duo	  with	  pianist	  Anna	  Le	  Hair,	  with	  whom	  she	  has	  recently	  returned	  
from	  a	  Recital	  tour	  of	  New	  Zealand.	  She	  is	  also	  a	  	  committed	  teacher,	  enjoying	  bringing	  the	  challenges	  of	  music	  to	  
children	  (and	  adults)	  of	  all	  ages	  and	  abilities. 

Lunchtime Recital - 6th May - 12.30 a.m.
Anna Le Hair (piano) and Arwen Newband (violin)

CHARITY LUNCH WILL FOLLOW THIS RECITAL



 Page 16                                                                                                     The News -  May 2022

Morning Service led by Anne Walton

With two of our ladies sharing 
a birthday with the Queen, we 
could sing ‘Happy Birthday’ 
to both Margaret Barton and 
Joan Gooding. Joan was with 
us and admitted to being 94 
years young – and the photo 
proves it! 

Anne’s main theme was fear, but she talked to us about the various chains that can bind, noting that 
fear can be an unseen chain that binds us. The New Testament reading from John 20 when Jesus 
appears to his disciples in the locked room. Why Anne asked us were the disciples hiding away on the 
evening of Easter Day? After all they had been told what was going to happen – that Jesus would be 
crucified, die, and be buried, but would rise again on the third day. Peter had seen the empty tomb and 
Mary Magdalene had spoken with the risen Christ and told the disciples all about the conversation. So 
why weren’t they out celebrating and telling everyone who would listen that Jesus was alive again? 

What they actually did was to hide behind locked doors in an upstairs room fearing that they would 
be the next to be put to death, and perhaps we can sympathise with this. Peter had denied knowing 
Jesus three times. The disciples had not been there at the cross. And history tells us that a number 
of the disciples would indeed later be early Christian martyrs. 

Anne wondered what the disciples first thoughts might have been when Jesus appeared amongst 
them in the locked room. Would he rebuke them for abandoning him? Perhaps they might feel guilty 
that if they had been there for him, it might have turned out differently?  Jesus used his presence to 
reassure and comfort them in their distress. When Jesus speaks to them and shows them his wounds, 
their fear dissolves and they rejoice to see him alive again – even ultimately Thomas. 

Is it remarkable that death could not hold Jesus? Yes! 
Is it remarkable that fear could no longer hold his disciples – again Yes. 

And when we experience the presence of the risen Christ, we are also freed of the fear of death that 
will come at the end of life, and also of all the other fears that blight our lives. When fear flares up in 
our lives, it’s all too easy to forget God just when we should be remembering him. We need to turn 
to God because he never forgets us. 

The disciples rejoiced when they saw Jesus, the risen Christ. We 
also can rejoice when in the midst of our fears, when we recognise 
that Christ is here with us today. Our fear may not be swept away 
completely but it need no longer dominate our lives, because Jesus 
walks alongside us in all our troubles. And when we do meet him, 
we extend to him the chains of fear that hold us and know that he 
will break them by the power of his resurrection. 

You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/ 
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To commemorate her birthday, actress/vocalist, Julie Andrews made a 
special appearance at Manhattan’s Radio City Music Hall for the
benefit of the AARP. One of the musical numbers she performed was 
‘My  Favourite Things’ from the legendary movie ‘Sound Of Music’. 
 
Here are the lyrics she used: 
(Sing It!) - If you sing it, it’s especially hysterical!!! 
 
Botox and nose drops and needles for knitting, 
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings, 
Bundles of magazines tied up in string, 
These are a few of my favourite things. 
Cadillacs and cataracts, hearing aids and glasses, 
Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses, 
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings, 
These are a few of my favourite things. 
When the pipes leak, When the bones creak, 
When the knees go bad, 
I simply remember my favourite things, 
And then I don’t feel so bad. 
Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions, 
No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions, 
Bathrobes and heating pads and hot meals they bring, 
These are a few of my favourite things. 
Back pain, confused brains and no need for sinnin’, 
Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin’, 
And we won’t mention our short shrunken frames, 
When we remember our favorite things. 
When the joints ache, When the hips break, 
When the eyes grow dim, 
Then I remember the great life I’ve had, 
And then I don’t feel so bad. 
 
(Ms. Andrews received a standing ovation from the crowd that lasted 
over four minutes and repeated encores. Please share Ms. Andrews’ 
clever wit and humour with others who would appreciate it.) 

Remembering “The Sound of Music”




