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Dear Members and Friends
This is going to be a fairly short and brief letter, keeping to the KISS principle I mentioned at the last
Elders service.
The reason: I, like millions of others round the UK and the world, have succumbed to Covid 19 and I
am writing this while wrapped up warm after having a comfy sleep this afternoon. But at least it gives
me some insight into what others have been suffering, so far my infection is relatively mild, just a bad
cough and general tiredness. Mainly it is the frustration of not being able to do that which you are
used to. For me that is missing golf and eating out on the golf club terrace. But I am lucky, my sister
in law was on an respirator for two weeks some two years ago when we first went into lockdown.
By the time this is in print it will have been over two years since that hot summer lock down. I am
fortunate to have caught it now, and not two years ago, having been triple vaccinated and expecting
a fourth in the near future.
The service at St Paul’s will have been held to commemorate those who have died, especially the
front line staff, and all the thousands of NHS and Social Care Workers who have borne the brunt of
the pandemic. It is to them that we owe a great debt of gratitude that in some respects can never
be repaid.
Finally a word on Ukraine and the suffering they are going through and Covid to cope with. We have
not seen the like in Europe since Hitler invaded Poland. We can only hope and pray that when the
May Newsletter comes out Peace is found.

									David Ramsay
									On behalf of the Elders
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Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me?
Up to seven times?”
Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.”

Thinking about Good Friday two names spring to mind - those of Judas and Peter. Both were followers
and close friends of Jesus, and both turned their backs on him in the crisis.
Judas betrayed Jesus to the authorities, helped them arrest him and put him through an illegal trial
that Amnesty International would shout about today. Peter, identified as a disciple after the arrest,
denied that he’d ever known Jesus at all. “Not me,” he said. “I’ve nothing to do with him.”
A few hours later both of them - Judas and Peter - realised how wrong they’d been, what a mess
they’d made of things. So far, they look pretty much alike. But then came the difference.
In his despair at what he’d done, Judas plunged into a terrible depression, went out and killed himself.
Peter must have been pretty desperate too, but he hung on, faced his problems and tried to pick up
the pieces of his life. And in due course Peter met the risen Jesus, was forgiven, taken back into the
family and given a job to do.
If only Judas had held on, found the courage and the strength to wait and sweat it out. I reckon that
if he had, he’d have been forgiven too. In imagination I see Jesus and Judas meeting again, Jesus
holding out his arms in love as Judas earlier had held his out in betrayal, because forgiveness has
no limits.
Two ways of dealing with failure. One lets failure win, the other says there’s light at the end of the
tunnel. Yes, I know the jokes about tunnels but it’s still true. Good Friday and Easter are about hope
conquering despair, and giving us all the chance to start life again.

						

“Thoughts for the Day” - Eddie Askew
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Church Family
Many of you have been asking about Mary and this morning I saw her and asked her if I could write
a little about her recent problems.
As you all know Mary had a minor stroke about four weeks ago and after spending a couple of nights
in hospital for tests, she returned home and since then has been nearly back to normal, apart from
a day of dizziness last week. However, this was proved to be not a case for hospitalization, and she
is now back to walking Rosie every morning - her beloved Labrador.
We send you our love and prayers Mary.
We are very sorry to hear that David and now Chris Ramsay have Covid. It is not surprising that Chris
eventually caught it from David although she was sleeping in another bedroom. I have just spoken
to them and both have a cough and sore throat and said it is just like a bad cold. However, David is
still testing positive and Chris of course will recover a few days after him. On another matter, they
were fortunate that they did not have a power cut like the rest of us in Potters Bar.
We are also sorry for Margaret Hillyard who has a very painful ear infection. She now has antibiotics
so hopefully they will work quickly and she will feel much better. We send you our love Margaret.
Whist afternoons
A number of us are really enjoying our Whist on Friday afternoons - ten last time. We all know how
to play the basics but don’t take it too seriously, and there is much chatter and laughter. Apart from
church members, we also have Renee from Hudsons Court, Mike from Gresley Court and Martin’s
dad, Peter. Do come and join us.

Pulpit Supply
May

April
3rd
10th
17th
24th

Reverend Jeanne Ennals
Reverend John Mackerness
Reverend David Aplin
Mrs Anne Walton

1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

The flowers during
March
have been arranged
by
Heather Rae and
Marian Poulton

Mr Martyn Macphee
Ms Lilian Evans
Reverend David Aplin
Canon Richard Osborn
Reverend John Hyde
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Morning Service - Reverend John Steele
We welcomed John back, with wife Mary and her
mother Anne Williams, whose husband Colin used to
lead our worship a rather long time ago. John starred
at David’s birthday party in Tlbury Hall two years ago
with his rendering of “the old curmudgeon” (David!).
Not averse to a bit of free advertising, he
came with a visual aid to help us into the theme of
the day “Shining”. He put his on (well sort of) and
noted he couldn’t see many on display amongst the
congregation. Halos were created by artists to portray
people who had something special about them. They
had been around a long time when Christianity adopted them artistically, initially for God, Jesus, and
Mary - and later for the apostles and disciples. The halo was attached to them as a sign that these
people had been with God. We may not be worthy to wear a halo, but we should have something
about us that stands out because we have been with Jesus – and he says, “don’t keep it to yourself,
share it with everyone else!”
The Bible readings (Exodus 34 and Luke 9) have Moses returning from Mount Sinai , carrying
the ten commandments and his face shining. Luke describes Jesus’s transfiguration up on a hill
where he and three friends had gone to pray. How easily our faces display what’s going on inside
us. Our faces are a barometer of our conscience – sometimes we need only to look at a person’s
face to know their story. The readings tell us about the faces of two famous people at a highpoint in
their lives.
When Moses returns with the tablets, he’s oblivious to the fact that his face is shining, because
he’s seen what his people believe no human could ever see and live – the face of God. But it’s a
sight that makes his people so afraid of him that they demand he covers his face when he comes to
speak God’s word to them. A man who has been with God, and his people know it. Jesus is on a
mountain, walking with three friends and his face is transfigured before them, face shining like the
sun, and his clothing a shining white. In a cloud, he is seen speaking with Moses & Elijah, and then
God’s voice saying, “This is my son, listen to him”. A man who has been with God. His face shows
it, and his friends know it.
John told us about friends whose faces shine because they have been
with God. There is something about them that marks them out as people
of faith. He told us about something the Christian author Adrian Platt
had written about an elderly lady who recognised him, came up to him,
and simply said, “Haven’t we got a wonderful Lord”. His memory of the
incident is filled with light. Her face was filled with light, and the very
air around her was filled with light. It was as if a bright stream issued
from her and was being continuously replenished in her. His spirit was
strengthened beyond words.
The principle of “shining” is of giving and being replenished. It’s not just
with the faces but the other things in our lives that give away that we’ve
been with God. Money, generosity, care, listening to people, and giving up things for ourselves in
favour of other people, because that’s how we shine.
As followers of the risen Christ, we are called to give and give again, so there will be space to receive
more from God.
We stand awestruck like Peter & Paul. Jesus wants to cast his light over all that we are with
fresh meanings, new visions, and new strengths. So may our prayer be “Lord transfigure the whole
of my life; fill me with your spirit; fill the whole of all life with your spirit. May I know what it is you want
from me even when the sense of your presence has gone.”
You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
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Pianola Recital - Michael Broadway
This was Michael’s second Lunchtime Recital, the first being in
November 2020, in the lull before the second Covid wave, so
with little ado he launched straight into his chosen programme,
playing “con spirito”! He gave us a little background to each
piece as he loaded each new drum.
Reflecting the current situation in the Ukraine, his final piece
(not in the original programme) was by Vasily Sapelnikov,
born in Odessa in 1868, which Michael hoped was sufficiently
defiant. (The retiring collection and the Charity Lunch that
followed raised £315 for the DEC Ukrainian Humanitarian
Appeal).
As you could see in the first picture, Michael’s Pianola was attached to our Yamaha Piano
with the actuating elements fixed over the keyboard. We caught him in the process of
dismantling it for transport and can show some of the fascinating internal workings.
Another very enjoyable recital – and a very good lunch to follow (our first Charity Lunch
for 2022)!

You can view the Recital Video at
https:/pottersbarurc.org/latestnews-2-2/

Phoenix Group - Midwifery is a calling
On 16th March the Phoenix Group was pleased to welcome Myra Austen, a retired midwife of
considerable experience. How grateful half of the population of the UK, must be, for the services
of the ladies in this profession!
The gentlemen who often come to Phoenix Meetings were noticeable by their absence which was a
pity. There wasn’t a practical demonstration but there was an interesting, and sometimes humourus,
talk by Myra which resulted in a most enjoyable evening.
										Audrey Ward
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“HERTZ”
RAF Military Working Dog, RAF Police Search Dog

I am sure you must be wondering
why I am writing about a dog called
Hertz for the church News, but I
thought it might interest you.
In January I received a letter from
the PDSA inviting me to join them
at the Royal Air Force Club, 128
Piccadilly, for the presentation
of the PDSA Dickin Medal for
devotion to duty in the theatre of
conflict.
The PDSA started in humble
beginnings in the East End of
London where the founder Maria
Dickin (1917) had a vision to
combat the suffering of animals by
providing free veterinary care for
the pets of people in need. Maria
Dickin was also determined to raise
the status of animals in society
by recognising the incredible
contribution they make to our lives.
She instituted the PDSA Dickin
Medal in 1943 to do just that, and
today they continue her legacy.
The medal is to acknowledge
outstanding acts of animal bravery
while in service with the Armed
Forces or Civil Defence units
worldwide. The medal is awarded
to animals displaying conspicuous
gallantry or devotion to duty.
Hertz was being honoured for
his outstanding devotion to duty
while on operations with the Royal
Air Force Police, based at Camp
Bastian as a specialist search dog
in Afghanistan from 2013 until his
retirement..
I was thrilled to be asked if I would
like to attend and completed the
RSVP straight away, especially as
places were limited. A coincidence
associated with this letter was
that it was to be on the 22 nd
February, which would have been
my father’s 113th birthday. He
served 25 years in the RAF from
1926, with maintenance staff
Bomber Command during the war,
and was finally demobbed in 195l.
The RAF was/is in my blood as I
was a war-time baby!

Anyway to get back to this story.
I was fortunate to get a place
at what sounded like a very
prestigious event, especially as a
dog was concerned! I then worried
that my lateral flow test on the
morning of the event would not
be negative, and I told very few
friends about this invite as I did
not want to tempt fate. I got the
‘all clear’ on the Tuesday morning
and the Event was from 2.45 with
the Presentation at 3.00, followed
by Afternoon Tea. Unfortunately
Geoff did not feel up to coming
but treated me to a taxi there and
back.
The tables were beautifully laid,
a lovely souvenir brochure at
each place together with a replica
medal for everyone. There were
2 Air force personnel and two
PDSA personnel at each table,
and eight tables of 10 persons.
There was a Welcome from John
Smith PDSA Chair followed by
the PDSA Director General with
two screen presentations, the
first about the PDSA history, and
the second about the Military Dog
Squadron made up of RAF Police
Dog Handlers and the Royal Army
Veterinary Corps.
Then followed the formal
presentation of the Dickin Medals
to Warrant Officer Jonathan
Tanner, Corporal Simon Dack and
Military Working Dog Hertz, RAF
Police. Hertz is now enjoying life in
retirement, and his civilian ‘carers’
were with him. The medal was
duly hung around his neck, and
he appeared to wear it with pride.
Warrant Officer Jonathan Tanner
then made a formal response on
behalf of the RAF Police, and told
us the history of Hertz. How the
Inspectorate identified a young
newly trained Drugs Detection dog
as a potential candidate. He is a
German shorthaired pointer, of
black and brown colouring. He was

originally trained in Croatia and
joined the RAF Police as a oneyear-old with exceptional skills in
sniffing out narcotics. Having never
trained a dog to find Personnel
Electronic Devices (PEDS) which
included mobile phones, SIM
cards, lithium batteries, GPS
devices and controlled drugs, etc.
this was the first time the British
Military had used Military Working
Dogs for this work. His trainers
were Warrant Officer Jonathan
Tanner and Flight Sergeant Phil
Brown. They took advice from the
Prison Service and other Home
Office agencies to establish the
quickest, safest most efficient
method of imprinting a wide
number of scents onto Hertz. With
his Handler WO Tanner on his very
first search Hertz discovered a find
which comprised of both drugs and
electronic devices.
News of Hertz’s success spread
and requests were soon coming
in for him to be used as part of
search operations conducted by
US and Danish forces. He was
deployed to locations throughout
Helmand, Kabul and Afghanistan.
During his time on Operation
Herrick, Hertz was responsible for
over 50 individual finds. Each time
Hertz entered a search location,
he placed himself at considerable
risk. At the end of WO Tanner’s
deployment, Hertz was handed
over to work with Corporal Simon
Dack. Despite the change Hertz
continued to work with pinpoint
accuracy. Of note within a month
of Camp Bastion being handed
over to the Afghan Army at the
end of October 2014, and Hertz’s
departure, the Taliban launched
a horrific 14 hour attack, which
included seven suicide bombers
during which six afghan soldiers
were killed and many more
wounded. Hertz’s unique set of
skills have never been seen before
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Cont’d from page 6 - HERTZ

in a military theatre. In the ever-changing environment of military conflict, Hertz
was at the cutting edge of defending troops from the ever-evolving advances
in digital intelligence. His work undoubtedly saved many lives making him a
worthy recipient of the PDSA Dickin Medal.
Then followed a lovely afternoon tea presented on a cake stand. The bottom
tier was sandwiches, middle tier warm scones with the largest bowls of cream
and jam! and top tier assorted small cakes. The PDSA and RAF encouraged us
to enjoy our afternoon tea and round the table there was much chatting. I was
between a PDSA lady and a young WAAF who trained Military Police Dogs.
It was the first time this event had taken place (because of Covid-19) for the
last two years. It was lovely and interesting and I felt honoured to be invited.

											Heather Rae

(Thank you Heather, a lovely heart warming story. This picture is not of HERTZ but of a similar German shorthaired Pointer.)

Pausing
A moment Lord, you have a minute? A word or two, a sort of despairing wish,
Written high up on a quiet mountain, looking down across a silent lake.
An April day, cool, now and then warm. A lot of new greens - and a lot of browns where the
gorse and trees are still asleep. So quiet, Lord, so still.
Not much birdsong. A little, far off, far below. The birds swoop and play and show off,
but quietly, keeping their voices down, as though they know my thoughts,
and want to share the moment. I’ll be honest, Lord, the moment is not tremendous, unique,
special. Neither are my thoughts any that I’ve had before.
But the place and the quietness and the feeling of time passing more quickly.
These things together fuse the moment and the thoughts into a resolve to say a word or two.
Funny how I know you are busy, yet I know you make time to listen.
Make time again, dear Friend, it’s important.
Lord, teach me how to stand still, to switch off, to lean on a gate, to sit and look at your
beautiful world. Teach me how to leave the ‘phone off, to slacken speed, to lie in the sun
without a feeling that I should be doing something.
Teach me Lord, to stop, to stop fussing. To stop working at it, to stop keeping on bravely,
To stop doing it all myself (‘no help y’know, all by myself’)
Teach me Lord, to let others help me. Teach me to delegate, to trust. That which I do, let’s
face it, is not so important. Doing it alone makes me feel important.
It makes me feel tired and irritable and anxious and fearful of what will happen if I’m off sick.
And not liking the thought that very little would happen, that the earth would not shake - and
probably nobody would notice for a week or two. Why can’t I stop running, Lord?
Teach me Lord, to stop, and look, and listen. To be still in the mind when I stop.
To see beauty when I look. To hear more when I listen.

							Wise words from David Kossof
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Morning Service - John Mackerness
We were pleased to see John “in the flesh” as he emerged from a bout
of Omicron, which he said had allowed him time to do a few things
he normally has no time for in his busy life. His themes were both on
Lent – a time for getting ready with God to remember the events of
Holy Week and Easter.
Our two readings offered quite different perspectives.
The reading from Deuteronomy 26 was about people putting some of
the good things they had grown in a basket to offer to God in thanks
for his great support for them, as they saw it. What would we put in such a basket John wondered?
Probably not fruit and vegetables, but as we go through Lent, we might want to reflect on the things
we might want to give thanks for.
Lent is a time when we usually try (and fail) to give things up. Maybe the reading is a reminder to
give thanks to God for what we have, and to work for a more equal sharing of the world’s resources?
John had selected a meditation based on Luke 4 for the second reading. He particularly liked it
because it doesn’t talk about Satan, but rather that quiet seductive voice that whispers in our ears,
tempting us to do what we want, not what God wants – something that is perhaps closer to our own
experiences.
Not said, but we know that though created by God, so many behaviours that were essential to our
survival as we evolved, and are built into our DNA and RNA, are things that today we would say are
not what God wants. These too would be part of the silent whispers we have to reject.
If we believe that the Holy Spirit whispers in one ear, encouraging us to follow God’s plan, then the
other voice also has a name (but sometimes it may be difficult to know which ear is which, because
God’s plan is evolving way beyond the cultural norms that are reflected in some Biblical writings).
We are fallible beings, and we are so often tempted to turn away from our Creator. But as people of
faith, we know we have no right to expect angels to appear at our beck and call and miracles to happen
every time we get into a fix. Instead, we are asked to live in the firm belief that whatever happens,
it’s all part of God’s plan for us, and humanity as a whole. We believe in God’s loving presence in
the world and in our lives, without depending on visible signs.
So Satan leaves Jesus and goes to work on someone more vulnerable. And as he returned again
and again to test Jesus, so he will test us again and again throughout our lives. He knows our
weaknesses, some physical, some by lack of faith, and perhaps worst of all, the desire to do good at
all costs, forgetting that the ends do not justify the means, forgetting that all will come right in God’s
time if we have faith and trust in him.
In a period of Lent, we are invited to look at our lives and prepare ourselves for that walk with Jesus
to the cross, and his death – but also to celebrate his resurrection. Part of that preparation is to try to
identify the areas where we are open to temptation – to remove a vulnerable area from our lives. It’s
not just the big things that lead us astray. It’s the endless stream of seemingly minor compromises
that we make that are just as dangerous.
John advised that if we intend exploring vulnerable areas of our lives, not to do it alone. To do it
prayerfully and thoughtfully and in the company of those we feel comfortable with and who can support
us should we expose things – demons - which have been hidden for a long time.
We can resist temptation and call on that same Jesus Christ and the powers of the Holy Spirit. God
also knows our faults and failings, knows what we need to stand firm. And we are assured that if we
have faith, repent, and begin again with Christ, we will find strength. God says “I will deliver those
who love me. I will protect those who know my name. When they call me, I will answer them”.
So when temptation calls, as it surely will, call on God’s promise and give thanks to God from whom
all blessings flow, and in whose hands we are held in love and grace.
You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
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Easterl Time and the Good News
We are well into our New Year now, and the month of March has been an unpleasant time with ‘’Wars
and rumors of wars’’ making the bulk of our news. However it has brought out the best in so many
people, too. It is heartening to see the Ukrainean people standing up for the right to decide their destiny
for themselves, and chose the leaders that they want. Also it was wonderful to see those pictures
of the German folk standing at the railway station to welcome displaced Ukraineans with placards
offering accommodation – rooms or houses or a home - to live in.
This month is the month of Easter time – our most important Christian Festival. Palm Sunday is 10th
April and Easter Day is Sunday 17th April and between is Holy Week. The Christian world celebrates
the great gift and sacrifice that God made to his children in the body of the Lord Jesus
This year for my QT study I have started on the Gospel of Mark; I shall work slowly through it guided
by a New Daily Study Bible written by William Barclay. Steve Chalke is a friend of ours and he records,
somewhere, how he cherishes his set of William Barclay New Bible Study Guides. Steve is the Manager
and guiding light of Oasis Trust; he also happens to be one of our young people from my Gravesend
church days when I was young and a new parent. I shall always remember his account of how Oasis
started. He went to the Bank Manager to request a loan – mortgage - in order to set up premises for
his vision of Oasis, and the BM turned down his request. Thereupon Steve got down on his knees in
the BMs office and asked the Lord what to do and the loan duly came - how’s that for a spot of faith!
The Gospel of Mark is the shortest of the four Gospels, and Mark seeks to put down his recollection –
and probably that of Paul as well - of the life of Jesus. In a chronological order he starts with the mission
of Jesus and leads the reader through an account of Jesus’ calling, the calling of his disciples, then
leads us to the journey to Jerusalem, the events of holy week then the Crucifixion, and Easter day.
Last month, March, in my reading plan from William Barclay’s study guide of Mark, I came to these
events and then the expounding of Jesus’ manifesto, the Good News. Here are the words:Mark 1:14-15, After John had been committed to prison, Jesus came into Galilee, announcing
the good news about God, and saying, ‘The time that was appointed has come; and the
kingdom of God is here. Repent and believe the good news.’
The accompanying reading from the William Barclay Study was a gem about faith in its inner and
deeper meaning. I believe that too often we do not think deeply enough about our faith and what it
means. Sometimes our believing is rather too shallow, yet we have been given a brain to think matters
through. Remember, that the parables of Jesus were said in such a fashion as to set the recipient
thinking - sometimes quite deeply, too. Perhaps a deeper spiritual understanding of the Word and
the Faith would make our church more attractive to outsiders leading to our church growth. William
Barclay in his accompanying notes said the following, I leave it in its entirety for you to think on.
‘’There are in this summary of the message of Jesus (Mark 1:14-15) three great, dominant
words of the Christian faith.
(i) There is the good news. It was pre-eminently good news that Jesus came to bring to all. If
we follow the word evangelion, good news, gospel through the New Testament, we can see
at least something of its content.
(a) It is good news of truth (Galatians 2:5; Colossians 1:5). Until, Jesus came, it was possible
only to guess and grope after God. ‘O that I knew where I might find him,’ cried Job (Job 23:3).
Marcus Aurelius said that the soul can see but dimly, and the word he uses is the Greek word
for seeing things through water. But with the coming of Jesus we see clearly what God is like.
No longer do we need to guess and grope; we know.
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Cont’d from page 9
(b) It is good news of hope (Colossians 1:23). The ancient world was a pessimistic world.
Seneca talked of ‘our helplessness in necessary things’. In the struggle for goodness, humanity
was defeated. The coming of Jesus brings hope to the hopeless heart.
(c) It is good news of peace (Ephesians 6:15). The penalty of being human is to have a split
personality. In human nature, the beast and the angel are strangely intermingled. It is told that
once Schopenhauer, the gloomy philosopher, was found wandering. He was asked, ‘Who are
you?’ ‘I wish you could tell me’’ he answered.
Robert Burns said of himself, ‘my life reminded me of a ruined temple. What strength, what
proportion in some parts, what unsightly gaps, what prostrate ruins in others!’. The human
predicament has always been that we are haunted both by sin and by goodness. The coming
of Jesus unifies that disintegrated personality into one. We find victory over our warring selves
by being conquered by Jesus Christ.
(d) It is good news of God’s promise (Ephesians 3:6). It is true that the tendency has been
to think of a God of threats rather than a God of promises. Non-Christian religions think of a
demanding God; only Christianity tells of a God who is more ready to give than we are to ask.
(e) It is good news of immortality (2 Timothy 1:10). To the pagan, life was the road to death;
but Jesus came with the good news that we are on the way to life rather than death.
(f) It is good news of salvation (Ephesians 1:13). That salvation is not merely a negative thing;
it is also positive. It is not simply liberation from penalty and escape from past sin; it is the
power to live life victoriously and to conquer sin. The message of Jesus is good news indeed.
(2) There is the word repent. Now repentance is not so easy as sometimes we think. The
Greek word metanoia literally means a change of mind. We are very apt to confuse two things
– sorrow for the consequences of sin and sorrow for sin. Many people become desperately
sorry because of the mess that sin has got them into, but they know very well that, if they could
be reasonably sure that they could escape the consequences, they would do the same thing
again. It is not the sin that they hate; it is its consequences.
Real repentance means coming not only to be sorry for the consequences of sin but to hate
sin itself. Long ago, that wise old writer, Montaigne, wrote in his autobiography, ‘Children
should be taught to hate vice for its own texture, so that they will not only avoid it in action,
but abominate it in their hearts — that the very thought of it may disgust them whatever form it
takes’. Repentance means that anyone who was in love with sin comes to hate sin because
of its exceeding sinfulness.
(3) There is the word believe. ‘Believe’, says Jesus, ‘in the good news’. To believe in the good
news simply means to take Jesus at his word, to believe that God is the kind of God that Jesus
has told us about, to believe that God so loves the world that he will make any sacrifice to bring
us back to himself, to believe that what sounds too good to be true is really true.’’
So, I leave these thoughts with you, meanwhile I wish you a great Holy Week and these deep thoughts
about the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Easter blessings,

										Geoffrey Peterson
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Easter Dates
14th April
		
15th April
		
17th April
		

Maundy Thursday - 18.30 To plan for a meal, followed by Communion Service 		
(dependent on the Covid situation.)
Good Friday - Time T.B.A. to process to the war memorial.
Good Friday - 19.00 Performance of Stainer’s Crucifixion by the Good Friday Choir
Canon Richard Osborn to lead this.
Easter Sunday - 9.45 Easter Breakfast
Easter Sunday - 11.00 Communion Service

Dates that are possible?
Aide Memoire of Events group Meeting of 3rd March 2022
Present: John Knott, Jean Morse, Janet O’Connor, David Ramsay, Robert Hillyard.
Maundy Thursday Meal & Communion – Thursday 14th April at 18.30 for food (David Ramsay to
organise) followed by a simple Communion. David or Tony Corfe to lead Communion.
Stainer’s Crucifixion Friday 15th April – Tea, coffee and biscuits for interval between rehearsals and
performance, and after the performance.
Easter Breakfast – 19 people have signed up with menu choices. We agreed a 9.45 start with hot food
elements to be ready around 10.00. We will buy according to menu choices, with a small reserve.
Price to be £4.00. JKK will cook sausages in addition to bacon buns and eggs royale as per menu.
Platinum Jubilee Celebration – concept, i.e. street party type format with tree planting agreed. To
avoid a clash with other street events (e.g. in Mount Grace Road), it was proposed to move the
date to Sunday 5th June, after Morning Service with a “bring & share” type lunch, followed by tree
planting and then a celebration cake and some “fizz”. Party either outside or in TH Annexe/Alan Bray,
depending on weather.
Church BBQ – Sunday 17th July. JKK will not be available on that date but other dates also had
other people absent. We will need to recruit other members to man the BBQ, particularly if we get
many people from SHLag churches attending (Church and URC Jubilees). Saturday probably easier
for setting up. Need wet weather alternative. Agreed we should have the Jazz Band again. JKK to
contact the once date is fixed.
Quiz Night – Saturday 1st October. Agreed we’d adopt a format similar to 2021, with fish or chicken
& chips, plus fresh fruit salad? Ticket Price £12, based on 2021 figures, but may need to increase
if food prices go up.
Dinner Date – we discussed the possibility of holding a dinner at a non-church venue in September.
Crews Hill Golf Club might be a possibility (they do a 3-course menu for around £28-00). David
Ramsay will explore.
Church Dinner – we also discussed restarting Church Dinners in the traditional format for early in
2023. Finding a caterer and an entertainment option are challenges to be addressed, but we agreed
to explore.

										Robert Hillyard
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Lunchtime Recital Friday 1st April 2022 at 12.30 pm
Cello Recital: Molly Parsons-Gurr
Bach Cello Suite no.1 in G
Prelucde
Allemande
Courante
Sarabande
Minuet 1 and 11
Gigue

eBach Cello Suite no. 3 in C
Prelude
Allemande
Courante
Sarabande
Bourrée I and II
Gigue

	
  

Molly Oldland (nee Parsons-Gurr) began her cello studies in Kent with Anne Smith at the age of
thirteen, then completed her undergraduate course at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance
with David Kenedy and Naomi Butterworth, then took a place at the Royal College of Music gaining
a Master of Performance degree, studying with Alexander Boyarsky and Amanda Truelove. Molly
has performed in solo master classes held by Natalie Clein, Rivka Golani, Timothy Gill and Nicolas
Jones, and taken part in chamber muisc master classes with the Endellion, Wihan, Danish, Carducci,
Chilingirian quartets among others.

Molly’s performances are varied and have incorporated concerto performances, of which the first
was in Canterbury at the age of eighteen, performing the Vivaldi Double Cello Concerto, which she
performed again in 2018 with the Hitchin Chamber Orchestra. In September 2021 Molly performed
Elgar’s Cello Concerto and in July 2022 she will be performing the Lalo Cello Concerto. Molly has
been involved in the JAM On The Marsh Festival, performing Messiaen’s ‘Quartet For The End Of
Time’, the Poulenc sonata for cello and piano with pianist and husband Adrian Oldland, and also the
London premier of ‘Voices of Vimy’ for choir and solo cello with The Chapel Choir of Selwyn College,
Cambridge at St Brides Church. There have been many diverse recitals, including an event held by
Boris Johnson, an event at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, performing in the First International
Festival of Music at Chateau des Jalesnes in France, being an on stage cellist during a performance
of Dracula, playing in the Women of the World festival orchestra at the Royal Festival Hall and in
orchestral tour of North China.

Molly performs predominantly as a recitalist with pianist Jennifer Carter in venues all around the
country, but also as principal cellist with many freelance orchestras around the country. Alongside
her performing career Molly teaches cello and piano privately at home, St Christopher School in
Letchworth and with the Hertfordshire Music Service as an instrumental teacher and orchestral coach.

During her time at the Royal College of Music, Molly was the recipient of the Henry Wood Award
(2012&2013), and has been funded by the Denne Gilkes Memorial Fund (2012&2013), The Lynn
Foundation (2012&2013), The Kent and Medway Young Musicians Trust (2013), The Folkestone
Decorative and Fine Arts Society (2012), The Albert Cooper Music Charitable Trust (2012), The Seary
Trust (2012&2014) and a number of private sponsors.
CHARITY LUNCH WILL FOLLOW THIS RECITAL
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Morning Service - Mike Findley
Mike’s theme was – unsurprisingly –
the war in Ukraine, and he offered us a number of perspectives.
He quoted from Eddie Askew about an African’s story about war
damage to the mission station. The bungalow was destroyed but
the honeysuckle was still there perfuming the air. It reminds us
how persistent life is and how patient God is. Our best efforts and
plans may be shattered by violence as people struggle for power
and advantage but when the guns have moved on, there in the
rubble of pain and anguish, God begins again, pulls life together,
and gives us another chance.
He reminded us that most of the Bible – both Old and New
Testaments – had been written in a time of war or occupation and
oppression. All the messages about love and peace were written in these circumstances. For the New Testament
the Romans were the occupying power working with corrupt local officials to extort money and keep the people
down. So when we hear the message of God’s love and loving our enemies, it is in that context. The message
is to have faith in God in the face of adversity.
He told us about the City of on a Hill, Sepphoris, of which Nazareth was a satellite, raised to the ground in 4
BC by the Roman army after a revolt, the men enslaved and the women raped by the army. This was the place
where Jesus grew up.
Some wars may seem far away to us but the first major war in 70 years in Europe crashes in and bulldozes
away our sleepiness, bringing fear and a call for a response – but what response?
Mike’s belief was that political solutions, unless they have a religious substance are unlikely to be lasting and
effective. It’s easy to respond politically and generate hate, but that’s not what we should do. We shouldn’t hate
the Russians but try to understand them. And the Russian psyche is difficult to understand. The mindset is not
European, but a complex of European and Asian thinking after so many invasions from the East where the
invaders settled – and it is governed by fear.
During both Tzarist and Communist times the vast majority of people were taught not to think for themselves.
About 5% of children were hived off at an early age to become decision makers. The other 95% were trained to
do what they were told and lost the ability to think for themselves. Mike gave us an example from his own time
in Moscow in the 1970ies. Today maybe 20% of the people can make up their own minds, but the rest have the
old mindset. Putin is a clever individual and can manipulate this, telling people what to believe and so they do.
They are not stupid people: it takes many generations to break out of that mindset, so we should have sympathy
with the Russian people because they are being manipulated and oppressed in the same way that the Russians
are oppressing Ukraine. So the message in a time of war is not one of hate but one of love for those who are
being manipulated.
The reading from Luke13 is the only recorded case where the pharisees seem to be on Jesus’s side, warning
him of danger. Herod was a Roman puppet. Caiaphas was appointed as high priest by Pilate and was also a
Roman stooge. He ran the Temple like a Central Bank, manipulating taxes and finances to his own advantage,
just like the Oligarchs do today – nothing changes? But Jesus had set his face towards Jerusalem, knowing he
had to face down the authorities and all the trouble that it would bring. He despaired about the reaction of the
people but still evoked that wonderful picture of a mother hen gathering her brood around her.
So in the current climate we have to have faith that God’s kingdom will come and the people of all the world, of
different backgrounds, will come together in the Kingdom of Heaven, because it’s not just for us, but for all those
other people, including those we find it difficult to like.
And he asked us to pray for those people who still have memories of the horrors of WW2 and may have unresolved
PTSD issues relating to what they experienced. Often alone with nobody to talk to, these revived memories
compound with the anxiety that today’s crisis In Ukraine brings. We pray for them and encourage them to talk
to other to share their concerns.
You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
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Morning Service - Reverend John Hyde
This Sunday we welcomed the Revd. Jonathan Hyde, a
new face for us, but an experienced military chaplain just entering
retirement. A man one imagines has seen some of the harder sides
of life and is ready to call a spade…. well at least a spade.
He warned us of the rather sombre character of the Lent readings,
fearing we might not want to invite him again – though his threat
to adopt a practice of his Hungarian mentor and walk the aisles
questioning people about his last sermon was probably more of a
threat. (you might want to keep this review – just in case. He may
return on 29th May).
The core of his Service was built around three readings.
For each he gave us a “situation briefing” before the reading and a
reflection after it.
The first reading was from Joshua 24. A difficult book Joshua, full of carnage and a disturbing read. It
was all about ethnic cleansing (don’t mention the G word?) with Joshua the hero leader, but with some disturbing
similarities to what is going on with Putin and Russian forces in the Ukraine. Although the picture painted
was of a ‘promised land’ conquered, and the people who lived there destroyed if they didn’t adopt the Jewish
faith, Jonathan didn’t think it was really quite like that. There would have been a lot of people still alive and a
multiplicity of beliefs and Gods to worship. And given the transactional nature of the people’s relationships with
their Gods, little in the way of advanced theology, and a Jewish people just starting off in their faith, Joshua
takes a hard-line position that we today, with our politically correct, multi-ethnic, multi-religion society, might
well find disturbing.
And it was difficult for them, with a God who was everywhere with no physical form to focus on, when
all around them there were statues of gods and people practising other religions and faiths. It remained a
problem for the Jewish people over many centuries. So simple thinking and simple theology was the order
of the day. Joshua was saying to his people “you have to make a decision – a choice – do you want to follow
the true God Yahweh, or stray and worship the other gods, in which case you are going to have problems”. It
was a real challenge and not that easy for them. And because politics does creep into our faith, we also have
to work things out. People can jump too quickly to condemn things like the armaments industry, but today we
can see how essential it has been to people in the Ukraine to defend themselves. Developing a nuanced but
informed approach to such issues is one of the challenges of our faith today.
The second reading from Galatians 2 dealt with a conflict between Peter and Paul in the aftermath
of the first big Synod in Jerusalem. Peter and James (the brothers of Jesus) were in charge of the church in
Jerusalem. They were Jewish focused and their “outreach material” was aimed at Jews. Paul was going out
to the Gentiles proclaiming the message in a different way. He was not the easiest person to deal with but had
a great impact.
The question for the church in Jerusalem was how to become a Christian. Did you first had to become
Jewish, be circumcised, eat the right foods, follow all the rules and ceremonies – or could you just go straight
into it. Peter and James had argued from the Jewish perspective, but then at Joppa Peter had the vision with
all the animals and being told by God that he can eat anything, so is he going to stick to what he had said in
Jerusalem, or will he change?
It’s a problem for all of us. How do we prove to God that we are living a faithful life? Peter and James
were saying if you really want to please God you have to go through all these situations and ceremonies. Paul
was saying “Just believe what Jesus did – and it’s simple!”. So the two great heavyweights of the early church
were going at it hammer and tongs.
Reading Luke and Acts would give you the impression that by this time the church was one great unified
happy bunch of people all going in the same direction. Yet we know that the churches frequently argued, there
were fallings out, and some went off to form new churches. Jonathan thinks that God likes to be worshipped
in different ways and in so many different denominations. He enjoys the wide expanse of people and the way
they look at things. And it’s instructive to see that even those with a direct experience of Jesus cannot agree
and are falling out.
So perhaps we should not be upset or worried if our own church meetings have arguments and debates
– particularly if, as is generally the case, we can leave as friends. If Jonathan is right, God may even enjoy
hearing a good debate?

The News - April 2022

Page 15

Con’t from page 14
The ‘back story’ to the third reading is how much Jesus is packing into those last weeks. Jonathan
thinks that his future path to the cross was revealed to Jesus at his baptism by John, so with each passing day,
he’d be thinking “I’m one day closer to my death”. And his disciples were a strange bunch, an odd selection of
extremes, often bickering amongst themselves, worrying about their status and the pecking order. So Jesus on
the road to Jerusalem is packing a lot of information in, wanting to know that his disciples have it right. There
would have been a lot more followers including women - who for cultural reasons don’t get much of a mention
- but Jesus’s enjoyment of women’s company is evident.
There would have been plenty of people who’d seen miracles and joined the crowd because it seemed
pretty good, but when the going got tough people started backing away. Jesus had been talking about the Lord’s
Supper and the symbolism of bread and wine. The blood bit was difficult: meat had to have the blood drained
out of it before you could eat it because blood was considered to be the life force and God was the life force
in the blood. So this talk was just too difficult for many followers. He’d experienced setbacks, like the time he
started his ministry in Nazareth and nearly got thrown off a cliff. Now he has people leaving him again because
what he was saying was too difficult for them.
There is a difference between understanding the words and really taking on board the meaning. We
can accept the idea that Jesus is God, but do we really believe it? And in today’s world it’s sometimes difficult to
work out where God is. But Jesus has been there and knows what it’s like to be betrayed. He saw all his friends
leave him (a few stayed, but they weren’t going to be the easy ones). Judas knew what Jesus was and Jesus
gave him every chance to be saved and follow him, and he rejected it.
That’s also at the heart of the matter for us. To take on board and accept the fact of Jesus as Lord, trust
it, believe it, and live it.
You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/

Out of the mouths.......by Dick Van Dyke
Faith seems to come naturally to children, but ideas of creeds and doctrines are another story. One
boy came home from Sunday School and said, “I used to think there was only one God. Today I
found out there are three of them - and one is a bird”
With the help of the parish priest, the boy’s parents straightened him out on the Blessed Trinity, with
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit - represented by a dove.
Asked by her teacher to name her favourite Bible story, a five-year-old said, “Jesus at the wedding,
changing water into wine.”
“What do we learn from this miracle?” the teacher asked.
“When you have a wedding, the girl replied, “it’s a good idea to invite Jesus too.”
It was near Christmas time when a child told his Sunday School teacher, “There are some poor
children next to us who have no daddy, no toys and no Aunt Jane.”
Teacher asked, “Wouldn’t you like to give them something?”
“Yes” he said. “Let’s give them Aunt Jane.”
Along with faith comes understanding that we are all the children of God, no matter what our
individual differences may be.
A girl asked her seven-year-old neighbour, “What church do you go to?”
“I don’t go to church, I go to a temple. I’m a Jewess.”
“What’s that asked her friend.
You know there are ~Protestants, Catholics and Jews, the girl explained. “But they are all just
different ways of voting for God.”
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This will be our next Phoenix Group evening on 20th April when David Morris will be showing us
photographs of Pauline and his travels around the world.

One-‐World,	
  One-‐Promise	
  an	
  African	
  Boy’s	
  Dream.	
  
From	
  the	
  Latin	
  phrase	
  “Amor	
  Fati”	
  which	
  can	
  be	
  loosely	
  translated	
  as	
  “love	
  fate”	
  I	
  have	
  just	
  fallen	
  in	
  love	
  with	
  
its	
  concept	
  and	
  my	
  moto	
  to	
  move	
  on	
  and	
  be	
  
hopeful	
  for	
  the	
  next	
  day	
  as	
  I	
  live	
  my	
  best	
  
life	
  today.	
  
I	
  have	
  since	
  understood	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  two	
  
reason	
  (Every	
  person	
  you	
  meet	
  in	
  this	
  world,	
  you	
  
but	
  its	
  fate	
  is	
  inevitable).	
  	
  

people’s	
  paths	
  that	
  cross	
  each	
  other	
  for	
  no	
  
meet	
  for	
  a	
  reason,	
  it	
  may	
  not	
  show	
  today	
  

In	
  one	
  of	
  my	
  many	
  paths,	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  walked,	
  
one	
  path	
  when	
  I	
  was	
  16	
  years	
  old	
  during	
  a	
  
Scout	
  jamboree	
  in	
  the	
  UK,	
  around	
  August	
  2007,	
  never	
  was	
  erased	
  in	
  my	
  life	
  and	
  it	
  shall	
  stand	
  my	
  history.	
  A	
  very	
  
friendly,	
  loving	
  family	
  of	
  four	
  and	
  one	
  dog	
  welcomed	
  me	
  and	
  my	
  Scout	
  friend	
  into	
  their	
  lovely	
  house	
  for	
  2	
  days	
  
and	
  2	
  nights	
  for	
  home	
  hospitality.	
  Those	
  two	
  nights	
  have	
  led	
  to	
  so	
  many	
  nights	
  today	
  and	
  we	
  have	
  never	
  
separated	
  from	
  that	
  year.	
  A	
  year	
  later	
  after	
  the	
  jamboree,	
  we	
  saw	
  this	
  lovely	
  couple	
  flying	
  down	
  south	
  of	
  Africa	
  
to	
  a	
  small	
  country	
  then	
  Swaziland	
  now	
  Eswatini	
  to	
  visit	
  and	
  track	
  back	
  our	
  backgrounds	
  	
  and	
  how	
  we	
  lived	
  
when	
  back	
  at	
  home.	
  As	
  young	
  boys	
  who	
  have	
  just	
  completed	
  their	
  high	
  school	
  started	
  to	
  believe	
  that,	
  we	
  have	
  
really	
  made	
  a	
  mark	
  and	
  touched	
  lives	
  whilst	
  in	
  the	
  UK.	
  A	
  constant	
  contact	
  from	
  this	
  lovely	
  family	
  gradually	
  
made	
  us	
  feel	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  their	
  lives.	
  	
  They	
  made	
  us	
  realise	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  helping	
  without	
  expecting	
  anything	
  
in	
  return.	
  They	
  went	
  too	
  far	
  beyond	
  helping;	
  they	
  provided	
  food	
  for	
  us	
  and	
  even	
  paid	
  our	
  exorbitant	
  university	
  
fees.	
  We	
  always	
  feel	
  indebted	
  to	
  them	
  and	
  we	
  promised	
  to	
  pay	
  back	
  for	
  everything	
  by	
  becoming	
  the	
  best	
  
citizens	
  of	
  this	
  world	
  and	
  best	
  sons	
  to	
  them.	
  
….	
  Fast	
  Forward,	
  I	
  graduated	
  from	
  my	
  University	
  in	
  South	
  Africa	
  with	
  an	
  Electrical	
  
and	
  Electronics	
  Engineering	
  Degree.	
  I	
  was	
  invited	
  to	
  come	
  celebrate	
  a	
  milestone	
  
achieved	
  in	
  the	
  UK	
  and	
  I	
  gladly	
  accepted	
  the	
  invitation	
  and	
  I	
  chose	
  to	
  come	
  in	
  the	
  
winter	
  so	
  I	
  can	
  be	
  lucky	
  enough	
  and	
  be	
  able	
  see	
  snow	
  which	
  I	
  had	
  never	
  seen	
  in	
  my	
  
life.	
  My	
  1st	
  ever	
  snow	
  experience,	
  I	
  was	
  27	
  years	
  old	
  and	
  in	
  Potters	
  Bar	
  some	
  2	
  years	
  
before	
  we	
  got	
  hit	
  by	
  covid.	
  
….	
  Fast-‐Fast	
  forward,	
  3	
  years	
  after	
  my	
  graduation	
  treat	
  to	
  England,	
  I	
  got	
  married	
  to	
  my	
  
beautiful	
  girlfriend	
  of	
  6	
  years	
  and	
  a	
  few	
  months	
  later	
  she	
  gave	
  me	
  the	
  best	
  gift	
  ever,	
  of	
  a	
  
much	
  more	
  beautiful	
  person,	
  a	
  daughter,	
  Awomi.	
  
And	
  today	
  I	
  am	
  here	
  with	
  you	
  again	
  as	
  some	
  of	
  you	
  might	
  remember	
  me	
  4	
  years	
  ago	
  
coming	
  to	
  visit	
  URC.	
  I	
  can	
  confess;	
  I	
  had	
  a	
  great	
  time	
  here	
  with	
  you,	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  lovely	
  
people.	
  In	
  addition,	
  to	
  say	
  this	
  is	
  my	
  first	
  church	
  I	
  have	
  ever	
  been	
  with	
  such	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  
lovely	
  elderly	
  people.	
  Mixing	
  with	
  this	
  age	
  group	
  had	
  made	
  me	
  look	
  life	
  in	
  a	
  very	
  different	
  
perspective	
  and	
  find	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  preparing	
  for	
  when	
  you	
  are	
  older	
  at	
  a	
  very	
  early	
  age.	
  I	
  have	
  already	
  
copied	
  and	
  taken	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  activities	
  we	
  will	
  have	
  when	
  I	
  get	
  to	
  that	
  age.	
  Sitting	
  down	
  listening	
  to	
  life	
  
experiences,	
  Playing	
  whist	
  with	
  some	
  of	
  you,	
  and	
  to	
  finally	
  sit	
  and	
  listen	
  to	
  word	
  of	
  God	
  is	
  on	
  its	
  own	
  a	
  blessing.	
  	
  
As	
  I	
  sit	
  and	
  wait	
  for	
  my	
  assessment	
  with	
  the	
  British	
  Army	
  sometime	
  in	
  April,	
  I	
  believe	
  I	
  have	
  prepared	
  myself	
  
enough	
  when	
  it	
  comes	
  to	
  interpersonal	
  skills,	
  I	
  can	
  now	
  relate	
  with	
  almost	
  all	
  sorts	
  of	
  people.	
  
My	
  Name	
  is	
  Busizwe	
  Ngwenya	
  (Busi)	
  from	
  Eswatini,	
  African	
  son	
  to	
  Tony	
  and	
  Barbara.	
  
Many	
  Thanks	
  to	
  the	
  Corfe	
  Family,	
  URC	
  and	
  the	
  entire	
  Potters	
  Bar	
  community	
  for	
  giving	
  me	
  a	
  Home	
  away	
  from	
  
home.	
  

Busizwe Ngwenya (Busi)

