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CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Sunday 5th December at 11.00 Family Toy & Gift Service
Friday 17th December at 11.30 - Nursery School Nativity Play
Monday 20th December at 18.30 - Carol Service
Friday 24th December at 23.30 - Welcome to Christmas
Saturday 25th December at 10.30 - Christmas Celebration
Sunday 26th December 11.00 Family Service
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Twenty-eight years ago, I met the elders of St Andrew’s URC, Borehamwood. They were shepherded
by their Interim Moderator, Hamish Hamilton, minister of PBURC at that time. Everything was going well
until I said “I don’t do Christmas ………but I do do Easter!” A pause, then I explained that our family
went away for Christmas and New Year – we went home to Cardiff! There we enjoyed a lovely family
holiday as both our families lived in Cardiff and my family is especially large. What’s more we could
enjoy walking the dog alongside the River Taff. How I miss having a river near in Harrow. Of course,
we went to church, to Windsor Place URC (as was), where Maren and I were married. Halcyon days.
Necessity is the mother of invention. Or to put it another way “the Lord works in mysterious ways”.
The elders of St Andrew’s took the Christmas services especially Alan Myers who is now a URC Lay
Preacher. Even when our holidays in Cardiff ceased Alan still took a wonderful, fun-filled Christmas
Day service whilst I just floated around chatting and eating. I always assumed that the extra people
attended because it was Christmas. Surely it couldn’t be the different service leader?
My thinking was that the Death and Resurrection of our Lord, which we celebrate at Easter, is the
very heart of our faith. Easter Day services were definitely mine throughout my 27 years of ministry at
St. Andrew’s. Church tradition has always been that the Easter Sunday service is the most important
in the church’s year. Just one Easter Sunday missed at St Andrew’s in 2012. That was when I, with
some St Andrew’s elders, celebrated Easter Sunday in the Garden of the Tomb in Jerusalem. A never
to be forgotten joy.
But what about the importance of Christmas? Almost submerged in secular delights of parties, booze,
grub and presents. Have we lost the meaning of Christmas?
I have always loved the Advent hymn “Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel”. One of the advantages of
preaching in four different churches in Advent is that I can choose it week after week without boring
the congregations witless! Great tune, great words. And what does it mean. God with us, our God
coming as a Man. This is not God in human form but God born humbly as a human babe. Our God
as a man is unique to Christianity. He lived as one of us; not surrounded by an army of angels (they
are too busy singing!!!). It is the old question of the chicken and the egg answered: Christ the babe
had to come first.
Now for the adverts:
1. While preparing the schedule for the Bible Reading Group I was struck by how little the Gospels tell
us of the birth of Christ (one chapter in each of Matthew, Luke and John with nothing at all in Mark).
But there are plenty of late Old Testament prophecies and we can learn a lot by studying them. Join
us in person or on Zoom
2. This year we are restarting all our Christmas activities including a Carol service, a Watchnight
service on Christmas Eve, and a Christmas Day service. If you are around it would be lovely if you
can come. If not, how about joining us on Zoom?

										David Aplin
									On behalf of the Elders
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SERVICES and RECITALS DURING ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS:
Advent Services:

28th November, 5th , 12th , 19th December.

A Festive Evening with the City Chamber Choir :
Wednesday 8th December, 7 pm
Carol Service:

Monday 20th December, ( 6.30 pm )

Christmas Eve:

Friday 24th December.

A Welcome to Christmas – 11.30 pm (40 minutes)
Christmas Day:

Saturday 25th December, ( 10.30 am ).

Boxing Day: 		

Sunday 26th December, ( 11 am )

LUNCHTIME RECITAL 3rd December at 12.30 pm
Gina Kruger & Orpheus Leander Papafilippou
Brahms: Sonata No.3 in D minor Op.108, and Debussy: Sonata for Violin and Piano in G minor.
(Details on page 4)
Followed by Ploughman’s Charity Lunch at 1.15 pm.
BIBLE READING GROUP: Every Thursday 11 am to 12 pm. Our target is to have read all parts of
the Bible within one year. We are not reading from the beginning but rather choosing appropriate
books. You can join us on any Thursday and pick up from wherever the group might be at the time.

Church Officers and Elders
Minister: Vacancy
Serving Elders

Revd David Aplin
Tony Corfe		
Janet Green		
Robert Hillyard
Alastair Maclean
Janet O’Connor
David Ramsay		

661160
657848
654165
653636
856967		
647300

Secretary

David Ramsay
Tel: 01707 647300

Treasurer

Robert Hillyard
Tel: 01707 654165

Lettings Officer

Jane Wood
Mobile: 07879 687569

Premises
Manager

Caroline Sutherland
Mobile: 07411 961770

Chairman
Premises &
Finance
Committee		
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Church Family
After I had printed the November News we heard the sad news that Lilla Smithson had died and
so I was unable to include this information. Lilla’s Cremation Service was on15th November and
afterwards refreshments were held in Tilbury Hall, which were much appreciated by all who attended.
Memories of Lilla are on page 6 written by Ken & Lilla’s three daughters Carol, Heather and Audrey.
We have received this card from them:
Thank you ALL for the love, support and friendship shared with our parents over 40 years. Being
church members was a huge part of their lives and meant a great deal to them. As well as being able
to practice their Christian faith, they enjoyed the fun and social times. They willingly gave a lot and
also received much in return. Our thanks and appreciation to you all.
(This card appears on the notice board in the vestibule).

* * * *
Margaret Barton had a hip operation on 24th November at The Royal Free Hospital. I have just
spoken to her daughter, Suzanne, and she says the operation has been very successful and
Margaret is recovering. We send our love and prayers to you Margaret and look foward to seeing
back home in the near future.

Christmas Cards

* * * *

The handing out of internal Christmas Cards will be on Sundays 12th and 19th December. This may
be the year for you all to write just one card to all your friends in the church, which can be put on the
board in the vestibule. Please put your cards in alphabetical order with a rubber band around and
place your cards under the relevant letter on the table. Please note that those who do not attend on
19th will probably not receive their cards as we cannot undertake to deliver them.

* * * *
Ploughman’s Charity Lunch
We held a very successful first Charity Lunch on 5th November and 22 people attended after the
Recital by Ivan. The next one is on 3rd December following the Recital by Gina Kruger and Orpheus
Papafilippou, details on page 4. Please write your name on the list in the vestibule if you intend to
come to lunch. We have decided that the charity we are supporting will be “Dogs for the Blind” and
the price is £5.00 for soup, full Ploughman’s, tea/coffee & biscuits. Thank you to all.

* * * *
Flowers
The flowers this month have been
arranged by Barbara Corfe

Lunchtime	
  Recital	
  Friday	
  3rd	
  December	
  2021	
  
Gina	
  Kruger	
  and	
  Orpheus	
  Leander	
  Papafilippou	
  
We	
  are	
  delighted	
  to	
  welcome	
  Gina	
  back	
  to	
  play	
  for	
  us	
  together	
  with	
  her	
  colleague	
  
Orpheus.	
  The	
  recital	
  starts	
  as	
  usual	
  at	
  12.30.	
  

THE PROGRAMME:

Brahms:	
  Sonata	
  No.3	
  in	
  D	
  minor	
  Op.108	
  
Debussy:	
  Sonata	
  for	
  Violin	
  and	
  Piano	
  in	
  G	
  minor	
  
Orpheus Leander Papafilippou -	
  performs	
  as	
  a	
  soloist,	
  leader	
  of	
  the	
  Orfeas	
  String	
  Quartet	
  and	
  is	
  
the	
  artistic	
  director	
  of	
  the	
  Music	
  of	
  the	
  Spheres	
  Ensemble.	
  His	
  performances	
  have	
  taken	
  him	
  to	
  
Europe,	
  Asia,	
  Africa	
  and	
  America.	
  Orpheus	
  studied	
  at	
  the	
  Royal	
  Academy	
  of	
  Music	
  who	
  awarded	
  him	
  a	
  
scholarship	
  to	
  further	
  his	
  solo	
  studies	
  with	
  Carmel	
  Kaine	
  in	
  Australia.	
  His	
  prizes	
  include	
  first	
  prize	
  in	
  
the	
  Concerto	
  Competition	
  at	
  the	
  Richmond	
  Music	
  Festival	
  playing	
  the	
  Sibelius	
  Violin	
  Concerto	
  and	
  the	
  
Silver	
  Medal	
  at	
  the	
  Marlow	
  Music	
  Festival.	
  
As	
  a	
  soloist	
  he	
  has	
  shared	
  the	
  stage	
  with	
  violists	
  Yuri	
  Zhislin	
  and	
  Andriy	
  Viytovych	
  principal	
  Violist,	
  
Royal	
  Opera	
  House	
  Covent	
  Garden.	
  His	
  recital	
  partners	
  include	
  internationally	
  acclaimed	
  pianist	
  
Alberto	
  Portugheis.	
  

In	
  March	
  2011	
  Orpheus	
  gave	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  performances	
  of	
  The	
  Lark	
  Ascending	
  touring	
  England	
  with	
  the	
  
generous	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  Ralph	
  Vaughan	
  Williams	
  Charity.	
  In	
  2019	
  his	
  debut	
  CD	
  as	
  a	
  soloist	
  ‘Colours	
  of	
  
Europe’	
  (works	
  by	
  Vaughan	
  Williams,	
  Elgar,	
  Dinicu,	
  Sadikova	
  and	
  Sarasate)	
  was	
  released	
  to	
  critical	
  
acclaim.	
  	
  
Gina Kruger - holds	
  degrees	
  in	
  piano	
  from	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  and	
  a	
  post-‐graduate	
  diploma	
  from	
  the	
  
Royal	
  College	
  of	
  Music,	
  London.	
  During	
  her	
  studies	
  at	
  the	
  Royal	
  College	
  of	
  Music,	
  she	
  won	
  the	
  Fossat	
  
Award	
  for	
  Chamber	
  Music	
  which	
  resulted	
  in	
  performances	
  for	
  the	
  Queen	
  of	
  Denmark	
  and	
  a	
  residency	
  
in	
  France.	
  She	
  continues	
  to	
  appear	
  as	
  a	
  recitalist	
  locally	
  and	
  internationally.	
  Her	
  performance	
  in	
  the	
  
National	
  Concert	
  Hall,	
  Dublin,	
  featuring	
  Spanish	
  repertoire	
  was	
  deemed	
  a	
  ‘finely	
  turned	
  performance’	
  
by	
  the	
  Irish	
  Times	
  in	
  2010.	
  Other	
  international	
  venues	
  have	
  included	
  solo	
  performances	
  in	
  Altdorf	
  
Switzerland	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  Vienna	
  Conservatory.	
  She	
  has	
  performed	
  extensively	
  in	
  Croatia,	
  as	
  a	
  soloist,	
  
and	
  with	
  guitarist	
  Igor	
  Paro.	
  
Performance	
  engagements	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  have	
  included	
  two	
  broadcasts	
  of	
  solo	
  piano	
  works	
  
(Messiaen,	
  Beethoven,	
  and	
  Schumann)	
  on	
  Nebraska	
  Public	
  Radio,	
  and	
  appearances	
  at	
  such	
  prestigious	
  
venues	
  as	
  Merkin	
  Concert	
  Hall	
  and	
  The	
  Juilliard	
  School.	
  
Gina	
  is	
  currently	
  music	
  Director	
  at	
  St	
  Mary	
  with	
  All	
  Souls	
  Church,	
  Kilburn.	
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Service 31st October - Tony Alderman
It was great to have Tony back with us again - bright eyed and bushy
tailed despite all the health issues life is throwing at him. We had a notable
turnout for a very treasured friend.
The day’s theme was “Love is”.
As is usual, Tony first graced us with the fortunes of Brentford Football Club
but with a thoughtful twist. Yes, in August 2020 they had lost at Wembley
to their traditional rival Fulham 2-1.
The Bible Reading Mark 12, dealt with the Great Commandment - “Which commandment is the most
important of all?” Jesus gives the right answer - actually two answers, which stack together and take
precedence over sacrifice and religious practices. Perhaps better said is that the right practice is a
life well lived, marked and identified by love.
How can one love God and not his creation? And “as oneself” because we are all God’s creatures,
and we are all loved by God.
Jesus told the scribe that he was near to the Kingdom of God – not a thing of the past or a future
promise, but close at hand, being about the visible presence of God and God’s rule through the lives
of his people.
Tony noted that so much of the digital world today amplifies our prejudices, bringing hate, not love.
Love begins and ends with God and his creation – all of it, including but not limited to humanity.
Because God loves us, we have to respond, and that response demands our whole person – all that
we are and do. Tony gave us the image of a stick of rock – wherever you break into it you see the
name of the place where you have been. Jesus’s rock might say “Love God, love others”. It was at
the heart of his work and his ambition, and wherever you break into it the story will be the same. Our
task is to take some of this for ourselves.
Tony quoted to us from a brochure entitled “Nurturing Social Cohesion – why it matters and what
your church can do about it”. The principles were:
·

Do what you community needs,

·

Communicate what you are doing,

·

Work with what you have already – use the talents you have
within the congregation,

·

Try not to do everything for everybody – that’s impossible – do
what you are good at,

·

If you have a great building (as we do) consider how it can be used by the wider community,

·

Leadership matters – but engage the whole congregation,

·

Look beyond your church,

·

Dialog is the foundation of strong community relationships, but doing something together
involves more people,

·

In nurturing social cohesion, what you do together counts.

He told us that the community of Hertsmere needs us now more than ever. We live in a world where
even our own country is threatened with parts moving off. Our love can ensure that the people of
Potters Bar can move forward knowing the love of God in the way that we do by expressing it in our
own workings – just being ourselves.
And all who know Tony will know that he is a true “Ronseal Man” – doing just what it says on the tin!
We had some problems with the sound dropping out on Zoom (apologies!) but you can view the
Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
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Lilla’ s Life Story by her daughters, Carol, Heather & Audrey
Lilla was born on 28th January 1928, the youngest child of Dorothea
& Wilfrid Rowland. She was named after her mother’s Norwegian
friend and had five siblings, Geoffrey, Mark, Faith, Myrtle & Derrick.
The family lived in Crouch End in London and were loving &
supportive. They had a strong social conscience & sense of justice.
Lilla was a Brownie and also went to Pioneers & Sunday School at
Park Chapel where her grandfather had been the minister.
At age 11, Lilla was evacuated to Wisbech in Cambridgeshire with
Derrick when war broke out. When asked by her Mother who was
a Quaker if she would like to go to America, Lilla agreed. This was
organised by the Society of Friends. Lilla said goodbye to her parents at a London hotel and sailed
to America. She stayed with the Elkington family in Pennsylvania and also the Stokes family. She
fondly recalled her cousin Elyot visiting her in America when he was training in the RAF in Canada.
At 17, having just graduated from Westtown school Lilla returned to the UK when the war ended.
She maintained contact with her host families and also with some of her classmates and there have
been visits over the years.
Lilla’s family had moved to Muswell Hill. She took a course in housecraft at North London Polytechnic.
She met Ken at a church youth club and with the help of his friends John & Joyce they met up again.
Lilla & Ken wrote letters to each other while Ken was in the Air Force and Lilla trained as a nurse at
Great Ormond Street hospital.
Lilla married Ken in June 1951 and they lived in a flat in Southall. Lilla worked in a day nursery
until the birth of their first daughter. When Carol was 3 and Heather was a tiny baby, they moved to
Kingsbury where Audrey was born.
Lilla, Ken and the girls attended the Hyde Congregational Church & were active participants in
church activities.
Once her daughters were all at school, Lilla and the minister’s wife started the church playgroup.
She undertook training and became the Pre-School Playgroups Association area organiser and
subsequently became a nursery nurse tutor at Barnet College after further studies .
Lilla put the needs of others before her own, and prioritised Ken. She was always willing to help
anyone out and did several voluntary jobs over the years. These included driving a minibus for
Girls Brigade, Citizens’ Advice, League of Fellowship, being a church Elder, collecting for Christian
Aid, recruiting for the Camping Club, the Potters Bar Society, receiving cheques on behalf of Great
Ormond Street Hospitial, and more.
She & Ken moved to Potters Bar in 1981 and joined the United Reformed Church there, where they
were stalwarts for 37 years. They always took part in church activities and enjoyed dressing up for
Darkes Fayre, the annual church dinner, concerts, charity lunches, music in my life etc. Lilla helped
with the church nursery school and set up the parent and toddler group.
Lilla was a very sociable person who enjoyed having visitors from far and near for meals and to stay.
She was good at keeping in touch with many friends and family.
Lilla & Ken moved to Lyndon House Residential home after Lilla had a stroke in 2018 and it became
clear that they needed support.
Despite often being unable to express herself verbally, Lilla
remained generally positive and still appeared to understand what
was being said to her, even if she could not remember things.
Covid made life difficult for everyone, and with no visiting the
staff and residents became a more closely knit family. Lilla was
happy there.
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Ivan’s Recital
It was great to have Ivan back with us for his 4th Lunchtime Recital. He first played for us on the 6th
April 2018, which was the first time we had combined the recitals with our Charity Lunches, so it was
fitting that he was with us again for a recital and the restart of our regular Charity Lunches on the first
Friday of each month.
As befitted a 5th November recital, his programme started with Fireworks Music, and for each piece he
gave us an informative introduction. The pieces were chosen to highlight the clarity or transparency
of the sound of our refurbished organ. And those fingers and toes just flew over the keys! For those
who could see those dancing feet, there was an extra surprise in store!
All in all, it was an inspiring performance, which was followed by the new style “ploughman’s” – also
a veritable feast, but this time one for the eyes and stomach, not the ears.
You can view the recital video at https://pottersbarurc.org/latest-news-2-2/

Hatfield Fayre

For those who were unable to go to Hatfield, it was a chance to look into the Church as well as the
Fayre – and have a cup of tea/coffee and cake.
Well done CCH-URC, I’d say, to get their Fayre
restarted, and pleased both PBURC and Brookmans Park URC members were there to support them.

A peak inside the church
Sanctuary

Up front

The Fayre - everything you
might want for Christmas
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Service 10th November - Lilian Evans

Lilian’s theme was that God has plans for us. If we look and
listen, we will find God. As we come to the end of Pentecost and look
forward to Advent our thoughts move to the coming of the Messiah.
God had been planning this for a very long time.
Just as in “Who do you think you are?” we are often surprised at
how far back our ancestors can go, Jesus was related by direct line
right back to Abraham - and there were many amazing people in his
family tree.
We are given a small vignette in Ruth 3. Ruth was a Moabite
woman who had married one of the sons of Elimelech, who died
leaving her a widow. God had set up rules that allowed kinsmen to
marry a widow in order that they could be cared for and looked after,
and the family name be remembered. Her Mother-in-law, Naomi, tells Ruth to go to Boaz, a relative,
and after his day’s work has ended and he’s eaten and drunk to his fill, to go to where he lies down – in
her best clothes and with perfume – to lift the covers and lie down at his feet. As Lilian noted, going to
a threshing stall was not the place for a respectable young woman – so she was taking a big risk. But
it all works out well and Boaz takes her home as his wife. Ruth commits to her husband’s people and
his God and God honours her not only with a happy marriage, a place to stay and a loving husband,
but also with a son. And her son, grandson and great grandson become the most important people
in the land. Without Ruth there would have been no David, or David’s line. God had worked all this
out in the order it had to happen.
The story of the “widow’s mite” in Mark 12 is well known. Lilian told us that when she was
young, she sometimes felt that ladies only came to church to show off their hats. Certainly, the scribes
at the time were important and influential people who expected the best seats in the house but they
were not beyond taking over the property of a widow if she had no kinsmen to look after her.
After a day of teaching and answering questions in the temple, Jesus was sitting with his
friends watching people come and go. They were by the offering plate at the door and could see
how much people put in. He sees the poor widow put her two copper coins in the plate and tells his
disciples that she has put in more than all the others because she has put in 100% of what she had
to live on.
Today we can make offerings of money, but also of time and energy. We bring our offerings to God
to the table, be they gifts of money, of love and care, or of bread and wine – and of ourselves.
“All that I am, all that I do, all that I dream of, I give to you”
You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/

Grandpa
A woman in a supermarket is following a grandfather and his badly behaved three year-old grandson.
It’s obvious to her that he has his hands full with the child screaming for sweets, biscuits and toys in the aisles.
Meanwhile grandad is working his way around, saying in a controlled voice, “Easy William, we won’t be long”.
Another outburst and she hears him say calmly “It’s okay, William, just a couple more minutes and we’ll be out
of here. Hang in there, boy.” At the checkout, the little terror is throwing things out of the trolley, and grandad
says again in a controlled voice, “William, relax buddy, don’t get upset. We’ll be home in five minutes, stay cool.
Very impressed the woman goes outside where the grandfather is loading his groceries and the boy
into the car. She says to the elderly gentleman. “It’s none of my business, but you were amazing in there. I
don’t know how you kept your composure, and no matter how loud and disruptive he got, you just calmly kept
saying things would be okay. William is very lucky to have you as his grandpa.” “Thanks” said the grandfather,
“but I’m William......this little terror’s name is Kevin.”
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AUDREY AND ROBERT and their SHELL LIFE
On Wednesday 17th November two of our members of the Phoenix
group - and also church members - told us of their careers whilst working
in the same company. Audrey told us of her time with Shell UK. In her
final year at school the class were given employment ideas, and she
chose Shell because of easy access on the Piccadilly line. She started
straight from school as a junior in the Provident Department office, which
was a savings scheme. She was based in Finsbury Circus, and then
progressed to the Publicity Department office in St Mary Axe. Shell then
divided this department into two, Public Relations and Advertising based
in Gt. St Helen’s. Audrey described her work in these various departments
and photographs were available for us to see. She mentioned several little anecdotes at the workplace
which caused amusement all round. She passed a total of 9 years with Shell before progressing to more
important duties in becoming a parent. Audrey said that she was happy in her work and never encountered
any discrimination or bias in her time with Shell, who was an excellent employer. Audrey concluded her
talk by telling us what she had bought with her Provident savings - a lovely new Morris Minor car.
Robert then continued with his story of Shell employment which lasted for a total of 35years; his
time with the company being a little later and in a period of time after Audrey. Like Audrey, Robert went
to Shell straight from finishing college. Thereafter he progressed through the Company to higher levels
of work in ‘applications science’, then management, working both in the
UK, Switzerland, Germany and in Holland. Both had interesting tales to
tell of the way the Company ‘did things’ and the company philosophy,
its foibles of etiquette and downright ‘class culture’. Both Audrey and
Robert mentioned the distinction between the ‘Directors’ top floor offices
and those for the ‘other ranks’ lower down within with the Company, their
dining arrangements being one difference and their toilet arrangements
being another. The Company was proud to present to all its employees
a Provident Fund – something new at the time - yet this also differed a
little between ‘the top floor’ and ‘the rest’. Robert told us first how Shell
had developed from smaller beginnings into its current position of a ‘great company’. It started with small
ventures shipping oils from Europe to the East and then progressed, via amalgamations, into the giant
that it is today, and now shipping oils in the opposite direction. .
Shell started as a small trading company which owned boats, or tankers, those early boats each
carried a symbolic sea shell, often matching their name, which gave them class or quality. One of the
acquired companies was Dutch owned, hence the company became Royal Dutch Shell, and it was careful
to structure itself to reflect the capital value of the company, in the ratio of the capital and from whence
it came. This culture trickled down to other areas of operations like the number of each employees and
the right percentage of directorships and managers by nationality. With this philosophy went a controlled
number of higher jobs as one progressed through the company!
Robert also told us of the various types of work that he was employed upon, his first appearance
at the company involved being assigned, quite arbitrarily, to laboratory development of urethane foams
and how one formed intricate shapes in moulds designed for a material that foamed up into the mould
space. He then progressed to interfacing with suppliers which involved being posted abroad in several
countries; how he met Margaret and then their coping with the situation
of being posted to separate countries yet trying to stay together, an
intricate, juggling task! He noted that if shrewdly handled this, incidentally,
produced extra funds!
Altogether both Audrey and Robert gave us an interesting evening
from their different perspectives, yet the same employer.
Thank you the two of you!
					

Heather and Geoff
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Nativity Play
Here is an inn with a stable, equipped with some straw and a chair;
Here is an angel in bed sheets, with tinsel to tie back her hair.
Here is a servant in bath towels, who sweeps round the stage with a broom,
Here is a chorus of faces, all eager to cry out ‘NO ROOM!’
Here is a Joseph who stammers, and tries to remember his lines.
Here is a teacher in anguish, who frantically gestures and signs.
Here is “Away in a manger”, a tune MOST recorders can play;
Here is the moment of wonder, as Jesus appears in the hay.
Here is a Mary with freckles, whose baby is plastic and hard.
Here is a donkey in trousers, with ears made from pieces of card.
Here is a shepherd in curtains, who carries a crook made of wire.
Here is a boy sucking cough sweets, who growls from the back of the choir.
Here is a King bearing bath salts, who points at a star hung on strings.
Here is a dove who has stage fright, and quivers her crêpe-paper wings.
Here is a page boy in plimsoles, who stumbles his way up the stairs.
Here is a long line of cherubs, who march round the manger in pairs.
Here is a camel who ﬁdgets, with plasters stuck over his knee.
Here are some sheep who just giggle and think no one out there can see!
Here is a Herod in glasses who whispers, so nobody hears.
Here is a Mum with a hanky, to cover her pride and her tears.
Here is our ﬁnal production, and though it’s still held up with pins,
The parents will love every minute - for this is where Christmas begins.
										Clare Bevan
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Love came down at Christmas. Love all lovely,
love divine, - and why Bethlehem?
We are fast approaching Christmas time – the time of year when we celebrate the Gift from
God our Father of his Son - born as a baby, like we all have been. Currently we are progressing from
the Equinox to the winter Solstice. I feel that it is the miserable time of the year as we move onward
to the coldest and dampest part of the year with so little bright sky to cheer us !.
Our sun is almost at its farthest from our Earth, and our dear old planet is the farthest it gets out
into deep space. From now we shall soon turn the corner and progress toward our sun again, to
warmth and to the growing, once again, of new life. We trust that we shall follow the old path as we
have done for millennia and not crash into our sun! Johannes Kepler’s law predicts that we follow
the same path year after year – until we are perturbed by another force! It is a sobering thought that
collision with something else in the universe is unlikely, but whatever you set the odds at, since time
is infinite, it is going to happen. We just trust that it ‘’won’t be any time soon’’.
This year has been a strange year with lots of concern about the virus and its ability to change its
nature and strike again. We have had continual lock-downs and this has meant that our elderly folk
were forced into isolation. We really do need the cheery-ness of the Christmas season to cheer us
up again on this our celestial journey.
For this December News I have chosen to be inspired by that lovely song by Christina Rossetti –
she lived in the mid 1800’s – its only three verses long but they carry such exciting News and thoughts
about what happened at that first Christmas.
I am sure that you know the song and are probably singing it already, so let us enjoy it verse by
verse. The first verse is
			Love came down at Christmas
			
Love all lovely, Love divine;
			
Love was born at Christmas;
			
star and angels gave the sign.
The whole of Jesus’ ministry was love in action; just think of blind Bartimaeus who was just a quiet,
needy, voice in a big crowd, or the lady with the blood issue who merely touched his clothing. These
were both crowd scenes, yet Jesus heard their cries for help and in his love for people responded.
Stars and angels gave the sign of His coming. First Mary had a visit from an angel to tell her what
was about to happen [Luke 1 vs 26 to 38] and that the child was very special being the Son of God.
An angel visited Joseph when he was perturbed about his newly espoused wife to be, the visitor told
him that the Baby was to be called Jesus. The third appearance of angels was to the shepherds in
the fields around Bethlehem. They were told that the Christ the Lord the Saviour to be of the world
had just been born, and in the city of David as predicted by the prophets, both ‘’big’’ and ‘’small’’,
Isaiah and Micah and Hosea among them. What of the star? Well that account comes from Matthew’s
account when ‘’men from the east’’ visited Jerusalem proclaiming ‘’where is the baby born to be the
King of the Jews?’’ and ‘’we saw his star when it came up in the east, and we have come to worship
him’’ [Matt ch 2 vs 1,2 ].
The next verse of the song continues:		
		
		
		

Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate, Love divine;
worship we our Jesus,
but wherewith for sacred sign?
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This verse affirms that we ‘’shall worship ’the Godhead’;’ the godhead being both bodily amongst
us and yet divine. God the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit is the Trinity of which I have been writing
these last three months. The sacred signs are in the birth accounts too, in the three synoptic Gospels.
The Angels from the Father, and the Holy Spirit who talked with Mary, and Joseph. A Virgin with child
as told us by the prophet Micah, he was a contemporary of Isaiah. Isaiah himself tells of the sign
given to Ahaz, who had asked of God, a sign that Israel would be saved from the onslaught of the two
great empires encircling him. The sign confirmed that the world would one day be given God’s Son
who would be born in the City of David, and would save all mankind The Son was indeed born in the
city of David as told us by Luke and his account of the census which caused the Holy Family to move
down south from Nazareth to Bethlehem.
Now, just look at the second line of each stanza

And the third:-

Love all lovely, Love divine
Love incarnate, love divine
Love be yours and love be mine

Which together resonate in verse three
Love shall be our token;
Love be yours and love be mine;
Love to God and all men,
Love for plea and gift and sign.
For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not die but have eternal life.
For God did not send his Son into the world to be its judge, but to be its Saviour.
So, here is my story this month of the love of God, the Father, a story of true love in action.
The story of a God who really cares for us, his children. The real Christmas story. I wish you a great
Christmas time in spite of the constraints laid upon us by the viral infection.
And now a blessing:‘’In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit’’
May you be blessed as we begin to prepare for the gift of the baby Jesus, and then enter the birth of
a New Year.
I wish you a great and blessed 2022.

										Geoffrey Peterson
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Remembrance Service 14th November - Martyn Macphee
For his Remembrance Day Service, Martyn offered us two
vignettes from his childhood on the island of Mull on the
west coast of Scotland.
The first was of Remembrance Day Services as a youth,
standing with huge men with huge hands who were totally
silent, men who would have served on the Northern
Convoys and lost many of their friends – so full of emotion
they were totally unable to speak.
The second was a story about Pete a very fussy eater with
a fast-moving Christmas Day strategy to get his favourite
foods on his plate and avoid those he disliked. His strategy
– at first successful – was serially aborted by his grandma,
standing in, we may surmise for Martyn’s sister, older by 12 years and also a force to reckoned with!
With almost herculean strength and speed she would top up his plate with a generous helping of
peas, little green blessings she called them, but one of his “cannot eats”. As you had to eat whatever
was on your plate, long after everyone else was finished he was still there with a plate empty except
for the peas he’d not managed to drop on the floor. Alone with those little green blessings he realised
that there was a lot of love and good humour around the family Christmas Lunch table. His gran
would rally the family to return and cheer him on as he ate, so before you knew it the last of those
peas were gone but the blessings of family remained.
Martyn felt that this was true of a lot of our blessings. We probably all have our share of unwanted
peas piled on our plates, but it takes time to recognise the blessings that come in the midst of our
difficulties.
What Jesus was saying in Mark 13 was that perseverance in the midst of disaster and crises is a
blessing, because it is a truth that God can create blessings within chaos and disaster (think of storm
damage, with neighbours helping neighbours, sharing food, opening their houses to those whose
houses had been damaged).
Jesus tells us not to be frightened by wars or rumours of wars, nations rising against nations,
earthquakes and famines. These catastrophes are a part of the world that we live in; not signs of the
end, but the birth pains of a new beginning – especially where our response is the faithful help of
one neighbour to another. Jesus wants us to focus on the present and the promise of a new creation
and be mindful of the blessings that God works even in the midst of the chaos of life. It’s about the
promise of a new beginning and there is joy ahead. Whether we recognise it or not we are part of
God’s new creation. So we should be wary of those who want us to be scared or frightened of the
future. The good news is that there is a plan for the salvation for the world.
The question for us is how we are to be vessels of this new creation, ambassadors of the good news
How can we be blest so that we can be a blessing for others? There will be distasteful parts of life that
we have to endure and persevere through but there will be blessings within, good and nourishing. We
don’t face hardship alone. God and God’s people are with us and we all know that there is joy ahead.
As we gathered to remember the fallen and those who bear the pain of war, we could know that joy
lies ahead for all of us.
You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
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Service 21st November - Revd David Aplin
We were so pleased and relieved to have David back with us leading our worship after his recent illness.
We had not understood just how close David had come to not
coming through it, but he described to us the suddenness, the loss
of blood, and the ambulance taking him to hospital. He’d known
he was in deep trouble and had prayed. He’d seen in front of him
that tunnel of light - something so often recorded by those who
have had a near-death experience – and it was enticing because
he knew that his Lord would be waiting for him at the end of the
tunnel.
He’d prayed that God would spare him for the sake of those who
he loved because he cared passionately for all those who loved him – and he’d recovered quickly
and was here now to tell the tale. The Lord had answered his prayers: he’d known he didn’t want to
go yet, and God had answered him, cementing his faith.
The Gospel Reading, John 18, had Jesus saying, “My kingdom is
not of this world”. We have an imperfect world with far too many evil
people and actions. Why does God allow all this? Jesus had left us
the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen us, not to control us. We have
the freedom to choose, and some choose badly. We hear the same
question asked in cases of illness and disability and these are also part
of the price of our freedom and the basis of our redemption, because
we can choose.
So where is Christ’s Kingdom? David had no idea of the place that
was at the end of that shaft, so to go down it would have been an act of total faith and confidence in
God. We call it heaven but there are many misconceptions of what it is. For David it is where his Lord
and King is - where Jesus is. And for him, hell would just be to be kept from Jesus, the most awful of
treatments and punishments.
Our confidence needs to be strong because of our faith. We are saved though grace and our faith
in Jesus. Luther had raged against the church’s false offering of indulgences, a way to buy yourself
or your loved ones into heaven. He declared that we are saved by faith alone and will meet Jesus in
life eternal.
You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
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Service 28th November - Mike Findley
It was good to have Mike back with us again and
when we learned that we were the second of the three
Sunday Services he was leading this day, our respect
for his commitment and staying power was increased
commensurately.
Mike had two themes: The first was for St Andrew’s Day
and based on John 1 where Jesus calls his first two
disciples (one of which was Andrew). “Come and see”
as Jesus responded to Andrew’s questions was uncomplicated and something for us as well. Mike
noted that some of us feel we need to try to convert people and start theological conversations when
a simple “Come and See” would suffice. We don’t convert people; the Holy Spirit does that, but we
have to bring people to make them more receptive to that conversion.
The challenge is whether our faith has such relevance that we want to say to others “Come and see”.
If people see from our lives what it means to be Christians, then when we say “Come and see” there’s
a bigger chance of them coming. People responding by coming to church would see us as we are
as practising Christians. And as Andrew then brought Peter so we should see whether each one of
us over the Christmas period can say “Come and see”.
The second theme, Advent, drew on Psalm 25, the lectionary reading for the first Advent Sunday.
So what does Advent mean apart from the excessive consumption of food and a large amount of
money spent on shopping? Mike had been watching Brian Cox’s mind blowing The Universe series,
but the last episode had taken us forward to a time when all the stars have used up their energy, the
light goes out and the universe becomes a dark and lifeless place. Nowhere was there a discussion
of the cause or reason why all this was here or how big bang came about. No discussion of parallel
universes or the hidden dimensions in this universe that scientists can’t yet perceive. In respect of
such philosophical questions, we see through a glass darkly.
The question for any religious person is that everything we see, we believe in, we hope for implies
a “something else”, something extra that science cannot perceive or mathematically deal with – and
that thing is God.
Advent and Christmas is about that something else, something extra, something coming to find us,
coming to make sure we are not alone in this absolutely immense universe. Advent is about waiting,
being expectant.
Psalm 25 says “I lift up my soul” – we wait in hope, excited, things get better.
We have confidence “in you I trust”. In Spanish the word for to wait esperar, also means to hope.
“Make me know your ways, O Lord” implies we should spend Advent wanting to follow more closely
the path of the Lord – preparing whilst we wait. In earlier times Advent was a period of abstinence,
a solemn time of sorting out your soul before Christmas and we should be preparing our lives, our
souls for that arrival.
We hope, we are expectant, we are looking forward to it but also tidying up the house of our lives
and our souls for that coming, to be ready to receive the Lord when he comes.
You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
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A meeting with The Moderator, George Watt

A number of our Elders, together with those of Brookmans Park and Hatfield URCs met with George
Watt after our Sunday Service on 28th November.
George had been keen to meet Elders from our three churches as we work towards forming a 3-church
pastorate and being declared “In vacancy”. He was encouraged by the progress we were making in
working together but in a very open and candid discussion, he outlined the constraints under which
our Synod is working when it comes to our securing a stipendiary minister.
There is a limit to the number of stipendiary ministers Thame North is allowed, determined by financial
considerations, but the practical availability of ministers means we are currently some way below
that number. The number of ministers coming out of training is less than those likely to retire in the
same period, though two ministers are due to come from overseas. The shortage situation means
that even the number of churches allowed to be officially “in vacancy” is limited.
Nonetheless, we were encouraged to press forward with the submissions that are required to move
to being declared “in vacancy”. We would help our case by not “sitting on our hands and waiting for
a minister”, but by developing a vision and mission for our pastorate and moving to implement it.
There could be no promises, but special situations did arise unexpectedly, so a good knowledge of
the churches, their people and their mission was important to a Moderator in finding a good match.
We can hope that our meeting was a step in building that knowledge.

										Robert Hillyard

