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Psalm 39:4 “Lord, remind me how brief my time on earth will be. Remind me that my days
are numbered— how fleeting my life is.”
Lord help us to know that it is our time now today and tomorrow. It is up to us to prepare our
church for those in the future congregations who will be Potters Bar URC.
Amen.

Dear Friends,
There is much to prepare for and think about as we approach the season of Advent. Let us be thankful
for all that has gone past and give thanks for all that we have now and let us appreciate the light
coming at the end of a long Covid19 tunnel.
The good news must be for us to be willing and enthusiastic to share with others. If we are able to do
this then new friends will see that we are truly blest in our Christian beliefs and will want to be part of
us. If we simply stay at home then no one will hear the words of our church and no one will find us.
Be happy and tell those whom you meet that Advent will soon be here and we are in expectation
about the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
At Potters Bar URC we have started anew with our meeting groups. A few new faces are coming
to be with us. We hope to welcome new people and thus grow our numbers even further in 2022.
Please share the Word and invite any who are interested. Have the conversation whether it is relaxed
or difficult for you.
Look out for the several Christmas trees that will materialize in the vestibule and church during the
next three weeks. Please bring any spare lights or baubles or tinsel and place it on any tree which
you wish.
Thank you for your support of our Elders this year.
May God Bless us all……..
									Tony Corfe

								On behalf of the Eldership
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Memories of Marion Quinn
I was saddened to hear of Marion’s death on 20th September 2021.
I first met Marion, around forty years ago, when she came along to our ‘Geared for Growth’ meetings,
then run by Primrose Hamilton. It was a bible study group for mothers with young children. She
was living in Northlands with Desmond, and Claire was a toddler and Heather a baby. We were an
encouraging group as we explored the bible and supported each other in our day to day lives.
We all played our part in Church life, with Church Anniversaries, Darkes Fayres and Xmas Tree
Festivals. Marion eventully successfully took over the mammoth task of decorations for Darkes Fayre
from Gay Potter.
Desmond and Marion relocated to Peterborough, but Marion always came back to support our Geared
for Growth Christmas dinner and stayed overnight with me. She left first thing to be back for her
commitment to the lunch club that she had started at her new church.
A group of us made an annual trip to Peterborough for many years and had very chatty lunches
catching up where we had left off, as true friends do.
My main memory of Marion is of her quietly going about her business and her commitment to whatever
she took on.
Also her love and pride in Desmond and the girls.

A lovely lady.

										Jennifer Cameron
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Church Family
Are you taking pills? Like most of us, you probably are! Why not save your blister packs? There
is now a Charity which will recycle these valuable products. If you are willing, please save these,
(its amazing how quickly they mount up)! There will be a box in the Church vestibule for your
contributions - no money involved! Just bring your blister packs and I will pass them on to my daughter,
Jane, who has discovered a means of recycling them in aid of cancer. All contributions gratefully
received.

										Mary Deller
Family news from Anne Walton

Toby, daughter Natalie & Bryan’s son, turned 7 on 4th of October. I can't
believe how fast time flies. Because of Covid, we didn't have a big birthday
party for him, but celebrated with close family. He enjoyed opening his
presents and was especially taken with the scooter Natalie and Bryan
bought him and insists on riding it whenever possible. He was delighted
with the large no 7 helium balloon his Auntie Lizzie got him, read all 4
books he got, and he and Bryan built and launched the model rocket
from the science kit his Uncle Jon bought him.
He's now in year 2 at school and doing really well. He gets a little extra
support but is up to standard in virtually everything, except his writing
skills. His social skills are improving daily, and it's sometimes hard to get
him to stop talking when he's interested in something.
Natalie and Bryan had to be very patient recently, because Toby had declared he wanted hair like
Mummy's and wouldn't let anyone cut his hair until it grew down over his eyes! And when Toby puts
his foot down, that's it - bribery doesn't work!
IThis photo was taken on an outing to Whipsnade Zoo during the summer holidays, after he finally
agreed to let Bryan cut his hair.

Rosemary Sargeant
It is now almost two years since Rosemary Sargeant passed
away, but we were very pleased to welcome her brother Jim
McClay and his wife Miriam to our morning service on 24
October, in between spending time with their daughter, Lynda,
in Wetherby.
After the service, they hosted a number of Rosemary’s relatives,
neighbours and friends to lunch at the Admiral Byng. Not all
were able to attend and others had left before the photo below
was taken but we were able to capture Jim & Miriam, foster
son Sean and his wife Jo, brother-in-law Ray and his wife
Sheila, friends Brenda Houghton and Pat Bacchus, as well as
Barbara,Tony and Alastair.
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Harvest Service - Rev John Mackerness
Having prepared the Service before going on a week’s holiday,
John returned to find that it had morphed into a harvest celebration and
so he had conducted a quick “rejig” (a warning to those who prepare
early?). So there were two themes; Harvest, and “to be a child”.
The flowers, fruits and vegetables decorating the church
reminded him of the churches of his youth and all the symbols of
God’s abundant provision. He also remembered the lump of coal
and glass of water - symbols of the other things that God provides.
They also remind us of the hard price paid in terms of human life for
many of the things we use every day. The lives of miners, fisherman
and farmers (by suicide) are testament that food comes at a cost. At
Harvest we come to give thanks to God for the richness of the world, to repent our greed and selfishness
and celebrate the fact that that year there is a harvest.
And with the second theme – to be a child – the decisions we make on climate change will impact
on our children and grandchildren, and on future generations too.
In the reading from Mark 10, Jesus says that “whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like
a child will never enter it”. John took us down the memory lane of his childhood, noting that children can
be sweet and innocent but also have the capability to be cruel to each other and to other creatures (the
fun of pulling legs off spiders was mentioned). So why did Jesus single them out? Casting off any sticky
nostalgic gloop about children, it is the fact that children are powerless, at the bottom of the pile, ready
to be exploited. In God’s eyes each one is important, created in his image, the children of God, loved by
God.
Jesus was angry with his disciples because they had brought into the value their society put on
children, that they were not important, had no status or rights. In fact, the Kingdom of God belongs to such
people, people who are powerless, vulnerable, weak or feeble. In rejecting the children, the disciples had
not just made an error of judgement, they had missed the whole purpose of Jesus’s ministry. Not only are
children poignant examples of the types of people for whom God’s Kingdom is intended, also the manner
of their receiving it becomes a model for adults – for us. Are we ready to receive God’s abundant grace?
It is offered to all of us today as we look at God’s abundant harvest, as we break bread and share wine
together, and are reminded of the price that God paid in his son on the cross.
Are we ready to learn again what it is like to be truly loved despite our faults and failings, and to
reflect that love out into the world so that our father can be proud of us? Because when we let Jesus into
our lives, we become children of God.
John noted that Jesus’s teaching on divorce was a difficult and
painful topic for many. He could only comment that whatever happens
for good or for evil we meet it as children, meet it as those who are
powerless and have no bribes to bring, who cannot buy our way into
heaven by good works alone, but rather by the faith that drives our
lives. And it’s the amazing picture of otherwise rejected children being
welcomed and given a blessing that sustains us all.
You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
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Stephen’s Harpsichord Recital
Stephen had brought his harpsichord, a copy of a Ruckers – a Flemish family dynasty of harpsichord
makers. He explained that he had purchased it for £25, thus saving it from a journey to the recycling
centre, but had then had it extensively restored and modified to make it more playable.
Ruckers were very popular around the turn of the seventeenth century and copiously decorated with
inlaid woodwork. The decorations on his harpsichord were painted on to a hand-prepared paper but
looked (from a little distance) like the real thing!
Stephen played us music from the Fitzwilliam Virginal Book and Parthenia, two important collections
of keyboard music from the 17th century and also dance music by William Byrd, Peter Philips and
John Bull - and all accompanied by his informative commentary.
Given that he’d just had a rather painful tooth pulled (we didn’t notice a thing) we are exceptionally
grateful to Stephen for a great recital.
He is putting together a lunchtime recital programme to take us into 2022. The next two recitals are:

November 5th    Ivan Linwood on the organ
December 3rd     Gina Kruger on piano with a violinist
Details will follow shortly
We are also re-starting our Charity Lunches to follow the recitals on the 5th November (no fireworks,
we hope). The food will be in the form of a “Ploughmans” – a plated meal, to avoid the cross-infection
risk of our traditional self-service approach.
There is a poster in the church vestibule for those in church to sign up for the lunch. If you are not a
regular visitor to our church, please e-mail Janet O’Connor janthegran@ntlworld.com to let her know
you intend to stay for the lunch.

Communion Preparation
November
7th
David & Chris Ramsay
21st Janet O’Connor & Mary Deller

December
5th
Chris Ramsay & Audrey Ward
19th Margaret Hillyard & Marian Poulton
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Memories of Keith Hudson
On Wednesday 29th September Tony and I drove up towards Warwick to
attend Keith Hudson’s funeral and what a joyous occasion it was. We
arrived in the carpark of the crematorium to be greeted by the minister of
the Wellesbourne Methodist Church, who would be taking the service. She
told us that Keith was already in the chapel, and we were to take our seats.
At 2 o’clock the minister led in the family. After the first hymn, “Great is thy
faithfulness”, Keith’s sister Diana talked about their life growing up in Potters
Bar with their parents Gwen and Derek. They attended our Church every
Sunday and as they grew older went to the youth club on Friday nights.
This is where Keith met Jean and later, they were married in our Church.
These reflections were followed by Charlotte (their youngest daughter)
singing a song called “A Daughter’s Hope”, accompanied on the piano by
her husband David. The minister then talked about Keith from Jean’s notes. How he trained to be
solicitor and eventually was a partner in a firm in London. He was greatly involved with the setting up
of the legal side for the Jubilee Market at Covent Garden. Keith was always ready to help with legal
advice and buying of houses. He was very active in our Church, first being Church Secretary and
then one of the Managers, fore runner of the Management Committee and later the Premises and
Finance Committee, and a major force as Chair of the Vestibule Construction Building Committee.
21 years ago, they left Potters Bar and moved to Wellesbourne in Warwickshire, where they both
became active members of the local Methodist church, becoming Secretary and Treasurer.
After singing “Psalm 23” by Stuart Townend, Clare (their eldest daughter) read a letter she had written
and read to her Dad in June which recalled many happy memories. Next, we listened to a recording
of the poem “He is Gone” read by Lily. She is the daughter of Caroline (the middle daughter) who
lives with her husband and children in Abi Dhabi. Only Caroline was able to attend. The music for
reflection was “Don’t Cry for Me” written by Libby Allen – a beautiful song, just right for the occasion.
After the prayers, commendation and committal we sang “How great thou art”. There were about 80
attending, and the singing was wonderful. The service finished with “Toccata and Fugue in D Minor”
by Bach played on the organ.
It was wonderful to see Jean and her daughters again. With lockdown and having not left Keith during
his last few months, Jean was enjoying being with so many people again. There followed a reception
at a local Indian restaurant, and we renewed our acquaintance with Mary and Stan Harvey’s daughter,
Jane. She used to sing in our Church choir with Diana and Jean.

										Barbara Corfe
										

Pulpit Supply

November

December

7th
14th
21st
28th

5th
12th
19th
25th
26th

Lilian Evans (communion)
Mr Martyn Macphee (Remembrance)
Revd David Aplin
Mike Findley

Elders
Mr Geoffrey Peterson
Revd David Aplin (Communion)
Mr Tony Alderman (Christmas 10.30 am)
?
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Service 10th October - Anne Walton
Anne always likes to spice things up a bit, so we started
by singing the first hymn (HON 422) in the round. Anne
divided us into two groups and her response to the
rendering is best captured below.
Her Sermon was drawn from Mark 10, probably best
described as “the rich man, the camel and the eye of
the needle”. Anne came with a camel, but no needle.
Knowing Anne was going to preach on “What do we
have to do to gain eternal life”, I mentioned the topic to
two of our more elderly members of our congregation
whose response was “not in this body please!”
Anne gave us a picture of a rich and successful young
man, also a ruler, who is pious and keeps all the
Commandments but feels something is missing in his life. So he comes to Jesus wanting an answer
to the question “What must I do to receive eternal life?” The answer, to sell all he has and give it to the
poor (in return for riches in heaven), then to come and follow Jesus. This knocks him back because
it is just too hard, so he goes away sad.
The camel and the eye of the needle is one of those vivid pictures that Jesus uses to illustrate his
preaching. Anne felt that it was not really about camels and needles, or about how much money is
too much or who is rich and who is poor. The issue was trust: whether we trust ourselves, our money
and our popularity - or God and Jesus, who also asks us to follow him. She noted that if everyone
gave all their money away to the poor the system would collapse, there would be economic chaos
and society would begin to disintegrate. (It would perhaps make more sense if you thought the coming
of God’s Kingdom was imminent, as Jesus and the early church did). So it was a hard “ask” for the
rich man and for us too.
Anne felt that the rich man had asked the wrong question. “What do I have to do to win God’s favour”
reflects a transactional relationship with God. What he couldn’t do was simply put his trust in Jesus
to look after him. Life may not be easy, but Jesus assures us that everything is possible with God’s
help. This is the heart of the message that we should take from the Gospel reading. Jesus’s words
remind us that God’s kingdom is open to everyone who puts God and Jesus at the centre of all they

Flower Arrangements
The flowers this month have been
arranged by Margaet Hillyard and
Chris Ramsay.
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16th October - Quiz Night
It was great to be face-to-face again for a Quiz night, even though (not surprisingly) many had decided
it was not yet for them. We had 6 tables nicely spaced out and some of our fire doors open to keep
good ventilation - and make sure nobody got overheated!
We were so pleased to have friends from Brookmans Park and Hatfield URCs making up two of the
tables. We know from their comments that they had a thoroughly enjoyable evening.

Brookmans Park URC

Hatfield URC

Our usual Quizmaster, Steve England, offered us his usual mix of questions for which you might
have an answer, leavened with the odd “googly” that only the especially quiz-gifted could answer so we did get a winner.
For the first time we had fish or chicken and chips delivered (on time and nicely hot) from outside
and with generous portions, there was just enough space in our “tums” for an individual plate of fruit
salad and a home-baked cookie prepared by Glenis, a good friend of Mary Deller – delicious!

Table 3

Table 6 The winners

We marked each other’s answer sheets, so our table, Table 3 had an inkling that Table 6 had indeed
more than their fair share of the quiz-gifted, though until the end it remained a close race (at least for
the front runners). As our table was in fierce competition with Hatfield URC for the wooden spoon,
there was also a ‘frission’ of tension at the other end of the score table.
More on page 9
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........Quiz Night continued

Jean Morse with friends from the
P.B.Theatre Group

John Knott expressed our
thanks to Steve and to Janet,
Chris and Jean as organisers
and to everybody for turning out
to make a fun evening.
And our thanks to John as
co-organiser in charge of
microphone and music.

With many thanks, once again, to Robert for much of the editorial
which he provides and the lovely pictures

It couldn’t be done by Edgar Guest 1881-1959
Somebody said that it couldn’t be done,
But, he with a chuckle replied
That ‘maybe it couldn’t’ but he would be one
Who wouldn’t say so till he’d tried.
So he buckled right in with a trace of a grin
On his face, if he worried he hid it
He started to sing as he tackled the thing
That couldn’t be done, as he did it.

Somebody scoffed: ‘Oh you’ll never do that,
At least no one we know has done it,
But he took off his coat and he took off his hat
And the first thing we knew he’d begun it.
With a lift of his chin and a bIt of a grin
Without any doubting or quiddit,
He started to sing as he tackled the thing
That couldn’t be done as he did it.

There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done,
There are thousands to prophesy failure;
There are thousands to point out to you, one by one,
The dangers that wait to assail you.
But just buckle right in with a bit of a grin
Just take off your coat and go to it;
Just start to sing as you tackle the thing
That cannot be done, and you’ll do it.
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Spirit of the living God fall afresh on me
Over the recent months I have been leading you in a voyage of discovery through the person of
the Trinity. Last month we spent time on the second person of the trinity, the Son. In the gospel of
John we met Jesus as ‘’the Son of God the Father’’ and in the month prior to that we started with the
first person of the Trinity, God the Father. Last month you may recall that St John remembered how
Jesus told his disciples that ‘’I and the Father are one’’, and that it was an intimate relationship in that
oneness, also that they both had existed before time was.
This month we come to the third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit. I think that the Prayer Book
has it that together they are one, ‘’co-existent and co-substantial’’, a powerful phrase indeed.
John tells us that when Jesus had ‘’set his face on the way to Jerusalem’’ that he began to prepare
the disciples for what was to come. Clearly they did not know what Jesus’ purpose was, nor what
might happen to him and indeed to themselves. Jesus tells them that when he is no longer with them,
then the Comforter or Helper will come to lead them and to tell them, and indeed us all, God’s purpose
and plan.
In human terms the happenings of that first Easter time were terrible, Jesus died upon a Cross
but prior to that he went through a so-called trial, then an investigation by Herod. Herod was not sure
what to do but to appease the crowd he had had our Saviour scourged and when this did not satisfy
them, then he had consented to his death. To scourge a person was an evil torture almost leading to
the death of the victim, and this was before he was made to carry His cross through Jerusalem to
Calvary. We do well to think on the verses ‘’for God gave his only son …. (John 3, 16)’’ and also ‘’the
greatest love a person can have is to give His life for his friends. (John 15, 13) ‘’when we think of the
cost of our salvation. We must not say ‘’He is Lord’’ lightly. At the same time we must recognise the
depth of Love that God, our Creator has for us.
I wonder if you have ever thought what could have happened had Jesus not made the promise
that the Helper would sustain us for all time. Would ‘’the Faith’’ just have faded away over time and
with it the memory of the lovely things that Jesus said and did become merely a distant memory?
The fact of our ‘conversion‘and our Salvation bear witness to the working of the Holy Spirit. Once
we know the risen Lord, His Spirit dwells within us; and as we grow in faith that is the product of the
Holy Spirit leading and working within us. We must always be aware of and open to the guidance of
the Holy Spirit in our lives. The Holy Spirit is building his people, by developing our characters, our
values and our love for others.
The song by Edwin Hatch (1835-89 ), a Church of England Vicar (later a Professor of Classics at
the University of Trinity College in Canada) ‘’Breathe on me breath of God‘’ comes to my mind as it
expresses the yearnings of the heart of the Christian for the things of God. A yearning brought about
by the Holy Spirit of our Lord:		

1 Breathe on me, breath of God,
fill me with life anew,
that I may love what you so love,
and do what you would do.

		

2 Breathe on me, breath of God,
until my heart is pure,
until with you, I will one will:
to do and to endure.
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Continued from page 10
3 Breathe on me, breath of God,
my will to yours incline,
till all this selfish part of me
glows with your fire divine.
4 Breathe on me, breath of God,
so shall I never die,
but live with you the perfect life
of your eternity.
So, I leave you with some profound thoughts to dwell on this month, yet it is wonderful and it is the
Truth of the Gospel, the Good News.
To recap, The Trinity is:
The Father who loves us so dearly and who truly cares about us.
The Son, the Lord, Jesus. Jesus came to tell us of the Father’s love for us. Jesus, our Saviour who
died for us. But remember that we have to believe in Him and make that confession of trust in him.
The Holy Spirit, our comforter and helper that Jesus promised to us. The Spirit of Jesus who leads
us through our Christian pathway. The Holy One who leads us forward as we commit ourselves to
our Lord and His purpose.
Together these are three, yet they are one and they make up the Godhead of the Trinity.
To end this month a reminder about the clock change. As we go from October to November we
shall put our clocks back by one hour – we gain an hour – may I suggest that you use part of that
hour to think on the short song:Spirit of the Living God,
Fall afresh on me,
Spirit of the Living God,
Fall afresh on me.
Break me, melt me, mould me, fill me.
Spirit of the Living God,
Fall afresh on me.
And so I close this month with the words of the Grace which precede the general Blessing:
‘’In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit’’
May you be blessed as we begin to prepare for the gift of the baby Jesus.

										Geoffrey Peterson
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Service 17th October - Revd David Aplin
Well, it was an interesting test today on whether we could survive
without an organist, since our planned replacement for Stephen
was a “no show”. It was a lot quieter, and we started a bit late
and finished early to rush out into the vestibule for the recently
re-introduced coffee round. When the time came for the first hymn
our Church Secretary counted us down to a “vocals only” rendering
which – emboldened by the lack of disaster on the first hymn –
was repeated for the subsequent two hymns. Those viewing the
Service video may want to make up their own minds on this?
The New Testament reading, Mark 10 vv 35-45, had James and John in competition for who should
sit on the right and left side of Jesus’s throne in heaven and the rest of the disciples pretty miffed
when they heard about it. Jesus takes them to task – for the umpteenth time – getting the wrong end
of the stick about what being a disciple was about. He had come to serve and that was their role as
well. They were not to be in it for the glory and honour!
David shared a few personal insights with us – the reality behind that confident demeanour was much
less self-assured; social interactions with other were a challenge and all his many interventions as a
Minister required preparation and prayers in advance to overcome that anxiety and nervousness –
something which he said on the positive side kept him from becoming complacent.
So it was a simple message for us (as for Jesus’s disciples). As Christians, we are there to serve
others as our skills allow, be it on the global or national scale or – more likely – in our own locality
and community. We should not be looking for recognition or for honours. Interestingly, in his personal
history it was apparent that those he dealt with did appreciate what he did and that some of the
interactions he most feared were valuable and uplifting for all those who took part in them. Something
that keeps him motivated and engaged?
A rather serious David showing us his travelling Communion Set
that he will take to give Communion to Kathy Howe
The person closest to the camera, who appears to sing loudest.

You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/
services/
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Service 24th October - Dr Geoff Peterson
In his introduction to the reading from Job, Geoff noted that it
was a very early book – probably before the time of Abraham. It
was a story about a man who suffers total disaster and is afflicted
with a repulsive disease. His friends assume God rewards good
and punishes evil, so it can only mean Job has sinned. But Job
doesn’t accept this because he has been a good and righteous
man. He can’t understand how God can let so much evil happen
to him, and he challenges God.
He doesn’t lose faith but longs to be justified before God. God
tells Job that it’s not for him to query what he, God, has done.
Heather’s reading covered Job’s acceptance that God was allpowerful and his shame and repentance for his challenges. In the final verse Job is made prosperous
again.
The New Testament reading covers Jesus restoring sight to blind
Bartimaeus, who waits by the roadside hoping that someone will
come along. Jesus is travelling to Jerusalem on his last journey,
which, as we know, will end with him on the cross. He’s teaching
his disciples about what is going to happen to him and what
they have to do with their lives. For safety they are travelling in a
crowd, with Jesus teaching the crowd as they go along to pass
the time. Geoff supposed the crowd had those looking for a sign
from Jesus, but also some officials who would be looking for
points to trip him up.
Geoff noted that the Gospels were written long after Jesus’s
death and resurrection. He was intrigued as to why, when so
much had happened and so many miracles performed, this one
had remained so strongly in the minds of the disciples that it is
recorded in three of the Gospels.
The crowd tries to shut Bartimaeus up, to get him out of the way, but Jesus hears him and has time
to stop and think about this one man’s needs. Bartimaeus clearly has trust, belief and hope, the
elements of faith. Jesus tells him to “Go!”, that his faith has made him well.
Geoff wondered if Bartimaeus went to Jerusalem with Jesus.
You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/

Sounds Familiar ?

We had a power cut at our house this morning and my PC, laptop, TV, DVD, iPad and my new surround
sound music system were all shut down. Then I discovered that my mobile phone battery was dead
and to top it off it was snowing outside so I couldn’t play golf.
I went into the kitchen to make coffee and then I remembered that this also needs power.
So.... I sat and talked with my wife for a couple of hours.
She seems like a nice person !!

Page 14

The News - November 2021

PHOENIX GROUP:

November
2021

John Knott shared his passion for his home
amateur radio station. He may not be able
to connect with his neighbour next door due
to the way the signal bounces off of the
ionosphere but he has spoken to people
within the UK and as far away as
Connecticut USA. There were a couple of
people in the audience who were able to
contribute their knowledge to John’s
explanations of “how things work”. The
new rules make it a lot more difficult to find
a suitable layout for his 50 metre aerial in his back garden.

Thank	
  You	
  John	
  

Next month Wednesday 17th November…. Hear about life working for Shell. Audrey
Ward and Robert Hillyard worked for the company some decades ago and will share their
separate experiences. Everyone welcome, but newcomers please book your seat via Tony.

Our Whist Group has now settled on
playing only on a Friday afternoon each
week between 3pm and 5pm. Everyone is
welcome to come and learn how to play or
win points from your expert play. Each
session has been a very sociable time.
Come and join our friendly group.

Knit and Natter: 2pm to 4 pm on the last Wednesday in the month. If you can’t knit or
crochet please join us for a natter, enjoy a cuppa and a biscuit. Again all are welcome and
we can help you learn how to use the needles. We have the wool.
Tony Corfe
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AFRICA:
Our friends in Africa are always in need of help. Earlier this year through direct donations
we were able to help Noah and his family so that they could eat each day. That money has
now been used up and I received this message from him last week: “ Good Afternoon
my brother. Any help my brother for food, we slept yesterday with only simple meal
and minus sugar. To buy the following: Mealie meal, relish and some groceries for
the family. Since morning, I didn’t have breakfast and lunch and I am just seated
feeling very hungry. Kindly treat this message as an emergency because we have
nothing at home.” There are 10 people in his household including family and two children
which they are helping. Barbara and I have been able to provide for him this time, but we
have explained that it is not sustainable for us to do it alone, month after month. Noah is a
well educated man with two degrees. He has a responsible job working for the
government, but his income is low. He was asked to move house by his previous landlord
and in the new house there has been an increase in rent. He now uses more than half of
his salary on rent. At the end of December he will be required to pay school fees if his
children are to continue with their education. He will need about £600 for school fees for
each semester. The older the child the more the fees are.
Noah is not alone in his predicament. Can we help him? He was the Secretary of the
UCZ church in Katombora, a church which we here in Potters Bar helped to build. Noah
moved to another UCZ Church a hundred miles away, in Choma, where earlier this year he
was elected to be the Treasurer. Interestingly, there were three candidates and Noah was
chosen.
Could we create a fund in our church accounts from donations, which could be used to
help those that we hear about who are in a desperate need? We can’t help everyone but
what should we do if we know the people who are asking help from us… our Christian
brothers and sisters.
I have received cheques and cash donations throughout the 6 years that Barbara and I
have been connected with Zambia and more recently Uganda. From recent contributions
we have been able to send £200 to Uganda towards buying presents of food for the
Orphanage Christmas Party organised by Pastor Kenneth Bumaleke. There were 300
children at last year’s party. We have been able to provide £550 to help pay for School
fees for children at Katombora and a young lady training to be a nurse. We have provided
£100 to fix the leaks in the water tanks at Katombora Church. Finally, we have been able to
assist Terrence with £800 to get his broken truck working so that he can again earn a living.
(This amount for Terrence was a specific and designated donation by the givers.) Terrence
has a food trailer to pull behind his truck. Unfortunately, since the lockdown in Cape Town
the people have not been out on the streets to buy his cooked food or coffees.
We are so fortunate that we have what we have in this country.
Please talk to Tony if you would like to help in any way.
Every little bit joined with other little bits will truly make a difference.
THANK YOU
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The Dragonfly
Once, in a little pond, in the muddy water under the lily pads, there
lived a little water beetle in a community of water beetles. They lived
a simple and comfortable life in the pond. Once in a while, sadness
would come to the community when one of their fellow beetles would
climb the stem of a lily pad and would never be seen again. They
knew when this happened their friend was dead, gone forever.
Then, one day, one little water beetle felt an irresistible urge to climb up that stem. However, he was
determined that he would not leave forever. He would come back and tell his friends what he had
found at the top. When he reached the top and climbed out of the water onto the surface of the lily
pad, he was so tired, and the sun felt so warm, that he decided he must take a nap.
As he slept, his body changed and when he woke up, he had turned into a beautiful blue-tailed dragonfly
with broad wings and a slender body designed for flying, So, fly he did! And, as he soared he saw
the beauty of the whole world and a far superior way of life to what he had never known existed.
Then he remembered his beetle friends and how they were thinking by now he was dead. He wanted
to go back to tell them, and explain to them that he was now more alive than he had ever been before.
His life had been fulfilled rather than ended.
But his new body would not go down into the water. He could not get back to tell his friends the good
news. Then he understood that their time would come, when they, too, would know what he now
knew. So, he raised his wings and flew off into his joyous new life.
(This story was written by Doris Stickney who was the wife of a Minister.  They were trying to think of a way
to explain to neighbourhood children the death of a five-year-old friend.  While they were preparing the child’s
memorial service the fable of the bug turning into a beautiful Dragonfly came to mind.  Doris Stickney presents
a simple wise tale that illuminates a difficult reality without pretending to contain all the answers)

				

Taken from TheSwallow, The Owl & the Sandpiper

Hot off the Press

In a Cemetery:
PERSONS ARE PROHIBITED FROM PICKING
FLOWERS, FROM ANY BUT THEIR OWN GRAVES.

Tokyo hotel’s rules and regulations:
GUESTS ARE REQUESTED NOT TO SMOKE, OR DO
OTHER DISGUSTING BEHAVIOURS IN BED.
On the menu of a Swiss Restaurant:
OUR WINES LEAVE YOU NOTHING TO HOPE FOR.

The Knit & Natter Group this afternoon

Airline ticket office, Copenhagen:
WE TAKE YOUR BAGS AND SEND THEM IN ALL
DIRECTIONS.

A Laundry in Rome:
LADIES, LEAVE YOUR CLOTHES HERE AND THEN
SPEND THE AFTERNOON HAVING A GOOD TIME.

