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Will you, won’t you?
For the last couple of months, we have experienced the cautious re-opening of our church for Sunday
Worship and the restarting of some of the community activities in our church halls. Our Church Nursery
has operated throughout the lockdown period (as far as Covid regulations and periods of self-isolation
have allowed) and we give thanks for the creativity and dedication shown by the staff.
Though the numbers in church on a Sunday are creeping up, we still continue with our hybrid Church/
Zoom model, streaming our Services to those who cannot join us. As a congregation, we can’t sing
in church and this keeps some of our members away, but we hope to have music and singing by a
small number of people back in the church soon. We are looking forward to our first choral concert
by the City Chamber Choir on the 7th July.
We’ve started a Bible Reading session on Thursdays in the church (also streamed on Zoom) and
have recently begun to discuss the content of the readings and the issues they throw up. We hope
to combine these sessions with a book exchange club and a coffee morning when regulations on
socialising allow.
So will you, won’t you - join us?
In recent weeks our sermons & addresses have looked at our understanding of God in the vastness
of the Universe, with the billions of galaxies each containing billions of stars that we now know it to
contain – so far removed from the biblical story. We’ve been invited to revisit our vision of God, to
contemplate something that is Mysterious, Momentous and Miraculous, like the growth of the mustard
seed from the parable – and to recognise that from big to small, that a God for the vastness of our
Universe is also able to deal with the smallness of each of us. Experiencing the presence of God in
our lives as a real thing (whoever and wherever we are) is the promise of God’s Kingdom.
Covid and the many other bad things we experience or learn about going on in our world are sometimes
hard to reconcile with a loving God who can intervene if He chooses to. We’ve reflected on Jesus’
four main miracles and the drama of Jairus’ daughter and the woman who touched his cloak and
heard of parallels in a recent true-life story of Jesus responding to prayer and intervening to redeem
a situation. We accept that Jesus will not always intervene to redeem situations: people of faith still
have bad things happen to them.
We believe that Jesus loves us - in good times and bad - and is with us and helps us. That help comes
in many ways. Sometimes it is the gift of the grace to live well in spite of life’s hardship.
So we are also continuing our faith journey. Will you, won’t you – join us?
										Robert Hillyard

									On behalf of the Elders
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Stephen Jones - 70th Birthday
We have been so fortunate to have Stephen Jones play and sing hymns on Zoom for our Sunday
Services during the Covid lockdowns. Knowing that Zoom offers ‘virtual backgrounds’ we might have
wondered whether that shelving with all the books, CDs and records was real or not?
Well, a visit to celebrate Stephen’s 70th birthday revealed all.
Stephen has a fantastic Office/”Man Cave” in the garden and it is crammed full of the books, music,
CDs and records that we can see – as well as his keyboard and recording equipment . We did also
see the cake, his loving wife (Paula to us all) and lots of family members as well as having a long
chat with Margaret Hill, who is in good spirits.

Stephen with
Paula and his two
daughters and three
grandchildren
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Church Family
We were so sorry to hear that Barbara had had an accident in her garden. I
spoke to her this morning and she explained what happened.
Last Thursday I tripped over on the bottom step by the back door and fell down onto the path, cutting my
left leg very badly on the edge of the step. My neighbour called an ambulance for me. The paramedic
came first in a car and put a proper dressing on my leg and then I was taken to A&E at Barnet
Hospital. My leg and wrists were X-rayed and luckily no bones were broken. Although I was there for
7 hours I was not left alone on a trolley. There was always someone looking at my leg and waiting
for the bleeding to stop. My thanks to Robert and Margaret for collecting me and driving me home.
By Friday bruises had come out around my wrists and I must have bruised a rib which is quite painful.
I had to go to the plastic surgery clinic at the Royal Free Hospital where they looked after me very
well. This Friday I have chosen to go to the Mount Vernon Hospital plastic surgery department as it
is more accessible than the Royal Free. I am told it could take up to three months to heal.
We send our love and prayers to you Barbara and all this happening when Tony
was away in Africa - recovering from Covid. Thankfully, he has now had a negative
test and is due home on Sunday 11th July.
News fromTony Alderman
Tony logged in on Zoom for Nora’s Service. He’s in good spirits but has been diagnosed with cancers
on the liver and kidney and is shortly undergoing treatment. He sends us all his love and expects to
be with us in October.
He thought Nora’s Service was excellent and that she was a lovely,
lovely lady. He remembers that his first Service with us was an
Evening Service. Nora had led the Service the previous week and
she sent her Order of Service as a template – so Nigel Wick is not
the only one to get detailed instructions for a Service from Nora!

News from Pam Perrott who fell and broke her hip some time ago.
Dear Chris & David and church members.
Thank you all so much for your cards and good wishes. I have been home from hospital two
weeks and I can manage to get all my meals and get washed etc. I do not have much body
strength and I need help to get up and down stairs. I will not be able to get back to church for
some time. My feet are very puffy and I can only manage to wear slippers. Thank you Chris for
the lovely flowers - such a lovely yellow they really made my day. Love to everyone.
A note from Alastair
Thanks are due to all who donated to this year’s Christian Aid appeal. A total of £410 was received
by the Church, while we understand some other members contributed directly.
Thanks.										Alastair
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Service 30th May - Geoff Peterson
Having survived a couple of unscheduled
‘mutings’ and a rescheduling of the musical
introduction, Geoff was ready to talk on Trinity
Sunday and selected passages from John 13
&14, read by Heather.
As Geoff told us, John was writing around
AD100, 60+ years after the cross, so his writings reflect time spent thinking about the teaching
Jesus had given to his friends – as remembered – and putting his interpretation on it. He was writing
to a predominantly Greek audience (in language and culture) reflecting the Greek thinking and
understanding of the time.
Jesus’s first message was the New Commandment – to love one another. Our God was a God of
love - a big change from the historical picture of gods that were often arbitrary and spiteful. A loving
Father had sent his Son and would soon send the Holy Spirit. His disciples struggled to understand
this and indeed where he was going.
Geoff had often wondered about Jesus calling himself the “son of man”. For a country under occupation
(as it had been for centuries, and generally a pretty uncomfortable existence) to claim to be the Messiah,
with the associated link to coming insurrection, would be foolhardy, so Jesus was talking in code,
using Old Testament prophesies, which would be understood by the people, but not the occupiers.
Jesus was saying “I am the Messiah”– but not the expected war leader bringing the return of the
kingdom, but a loving and caring Messiah coming from the Father with a message of salvation.
And then John’s recollection of the message of the unity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit – and the
way to the Father through the Son – the idea of a 3-phase unity (Trinity) that we still struggle to
understand. As we also do with the message of Jesus being in his Father and the Father in him, his
disciples being in him and he in them.
So John’s memory of the instructions about discipleship; to believe, to have faith in, and to trust in the
Trinity and to reflect on the love Jesus was showing for his friends. “I am the way, the truth and the life”.
You can view the Service video at Services | Potters Bar United Reformed Church (pottersbarurc.org)

Slight Difference !
The rich man arrived at the bank to inquire,
“How much am I worth? Let me know.”
The manager sighed, and on checking replied,
“It must be ten million or so.”
The same man arrived up in Heaven to ask,
“How much am I worth? Make it clear.”
But he didn’t expect to be told with effect,
“You’re no different from anyone here.”
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Service 6th June - Mike Findley
Mike’s theme this week was “Letting go of our old vision of God” and
for me it hit the “sweet spot” – well worth listening to again! Our visions
of God are still very valid, and we should keep them with us, but there
are four areas where the vision may not be right and needs to change:
Space: Our understanding of the vastness of space – 200 billion
galaxies, each with a billion stars in our universe, and the possibility
of parallel universes - is so different from that at the time the Bible
was written. Then people believed in a three-level universe – God up
there above the clouds, earth where we are at the centre, and the
waters below. We made God a humanoid being in our own image, manageable, and typically our
God, not theirs.
We need a vision of a God for the vastness of this universe but also understand that God is able to
deal with the smallness of us. We can experience the presence of God in our lives as a real thing
that means everything and governs our lives.
Time: We should not “freeze frame” our vision of God to that current at the time the Bible was written
and reject a view that God ceased to communicate with us 2000 years ago, and that anything more
recent is of second-rate importance. Resurrection is for now, for us to participate in, to be changed
and become a new being.
Place: Traditionally we have put God in one place (above the clouds?). The Jews put him in the
Tent of Meeting, then the Ark of the Covenant and finally in Jerusalem. God is here with us now, not
up there, and not just in church (to be bottled up and brought out on Sundays). So we should not
concentrate our activities in church, but take them out with us to where there are people who might
need our message. Take God out to where we live so people can see God in us.
Static: Is God static? Is there a place for evolution – the language of growth and change? Mike told
us we need a dynamic notion of God. Static means a limited experience, but we experience life and
love as a dynamic and cumulative experience.
The Bible is not afraid of a dynamic and unfolding understanding of God. The Trinity is a relational
thing, a divine dance and it is a dance of four, because it includes us. If our faith is dynamic, we can
cope with change, embrace the future with confidence, love and companionship. That’s the message
we have – and the challenge.
You can view the Service video at Services | Potters Bar United Reformed Church (pottersbarurc.org)

The sign ?
Helen is a young lady with a sweet tooth but when she found it difficult to get into her summer dresses, she
decided to cut down on cakes and chocolate. Consequently, her friends were surprised when she turned up at
the office one day with a large chocolate gateau.
“We thought you were giving up all that kind of thing,” they said.
“Well, I prayed about it,” Helen said, “and I’m sure God gave me a sign that it would be all right to eat this
gateau. I said, ‘Lord, if you want me to have that cake, let there be a parking space right outside the shop.’
And on the eighth time round the block, there was!”

Page 6

The News - July/August 2021

Tributes for Joan Knott
From her son John

Mum was born in Islington in May 1926. We know she was a keen
swimmer in her teenage years, almost to competition standard. She
met Dad at a friend’s wedding .
We originally lived in Islington, but moved out to Potters Bar when I
was around 5 years old. Mum had various administration type jobs
around Potters Bar, but her health was never good as she suffered
from Chronic Asthma and I know how hard it was for her as I also
suffered the same in my junior school years, and I remember very
clearly that at least twice a week my headmaster would have to take me home where mum would
always be waiting to make me better.
Mum and Dad worked very hard to move up the housing ladder, each time buying an almost derelict
house and completely refurbishing it, eventually ending up in a beautiful bungalow in Ladbrooke Drive
where my brother Mark was born, and we spent most of our family life there. She always reminded
me that they hardly had enough money to buy us an ice cream in those early years.
Mum and Dad joined the Potters Bar United Reformed Church where they became members in
1979. They made many very close friends there and enjoyed a very happy social life, and took part
in many Church activities. Mum was keen to keep up with technology and was able to use her own
ipad. She did not however get on very well with her “Alexa” because it would not talk to her, but that
was because she insisted on calling it Alixia ! It was well known that Mum always took great care to
look amazing, even when she was living in the care home at the age of 94. They referred to her as
“The Queen”
From her Granddaughter, Gemma
Grandma really was one of a kind and completely unique. Although saying that, her
likeness to the Queen even in her younger years was uncanny and was something she
always seemed extremely proud of. She was certainly the Queen of the Knott family.
I’ve never met anyone who was so well matched in their outfits, their shoes, their accessories,
make up and even their nail varnish. Grandma was always perfectly put together and even up to
her final months with us she’d be asking me to order her make up and beauty products from Boots.
Grandma taught me lots of things - she always made sure I spoke properly, pronouncing
my TH’s as I should. She always told me about the importance of looking after my teeth and
making sure they were lovely and clean - something we always laughed about during the Pam
Ayres shows we went to see together. She always advised that I keep a curl in my hair rather
than wearing it pin straight - and woe betide me if I turned up having ignored that advice!
Grandma had an air of class about her and has always been very popular. She made us laugh more
times that she’d know with her sayings and her funny habits. I’ll miss going out to dinner together,
doing her Christmas wrapping for her and sharing our favourite ferrero rochers. I can’t eat them
without thinking of her every time. I also still can’t eat duck because she used to try and tell me it
was chicken whenever she made it and I couldn’t bring myself to eat it!! ... She had that cheeky
side to her which is one of the many things that made her so endearing. Some other things that will
always remind me of Grandma are: little plastic sandwich bags, folded £5 notes, Thierry Mugler Angel
perfume, sugar cubes, pretty gift bags, the M&S cafe & too many other grandma-isms to mention!
Cont’d on page 7...
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Throughout our lives, Grandma always insisted her grandchildren call her Supergran...
and I can safely say, that a Supergran she was, and we will miss her so very much.
From her grandson Steven
To tell you the truth, I had a hard time putting together some of my favourite memories with Grandma,
as we are fortunate enough to have so many. Whilst Grandma was a lady of integrity, dignity, and
beauty, she wasn’t without her funny moments and there are a couple of memories that stand out,
which I’d like to share today.
I’ll always remember the time I took Grandma to the cinema, I don’t think she’d been to the cinema
in a while, and when she found out how much a ticket was, she GASPED so loud that you could
probably hear her from the imax theatre! We proceeded to the auditorium to watch the film… about
15 minutes after the film started I turned to see if she was enjoying it… she was fast asleep snoring
her head off… safe to say we didn’t go to the cinema again.
Grandma had lots of little catch phrases, one of my favourites was, whenever you’d ask her if she
wanted a piece of cake she’d say ‘Yes dear, but only a piece you can see through’… one time cousin
James took that a bit too literally and stuck his hand through the piece of cake, so that Grandma could
see through it… she wasn’t best pleased!
As I said at the start, Grandma was a woman of integrity, so much so that she used to make us laugh,
as she would clean her room BEFORE the cleaners got there! I’ve always admired her spirit. She was
always well dressed, well presented, and loved to socialise. We’d often refer to her as The Queen, I
think from memory some people even mistook Grandma for The Queen out in public, which she was
always very flattered about.
Grandma was young and youthful at heart, she lived her final years in a care home, and she used to
say to me that she shouldn’t be there because “care homes were for old people”, to which I’d respond
“but Grandma, you’re 94!” She truly lived life to the fullest, and was always excited about her next
adventure, and I was always excited to listen to her stories, and incredible life experiences, which I
now look forward to sharing with my friends and my family in years to come.
Whilst it’s sad to say goodbye, it comforts me knowing that Grandma is reunited with Grandad, and I’m
sure she’s already given him a long list of jobs to do the first of which would be a throne fit for a queen.
Ray and Bob, two Government maintenance guys, were standing at the base of
a flagpole, looking up. A woman walked by and asked what they were doing.
“We’re supposed to find the height of the flagpole”, said Bob, “But we don’t
have a ladder.”
The woman said, “Hand me that wrench out of your toolbox.”
She loosened a few bolts, then laid the pole down. She then took a tape
measure from their toolbox, took a measurement and announced, “Eighteen feet,
six inches” and walked away.
Ray shook his head and laughed. “Well, ain’t that just like a ‘Miss-know-it-all’
woman?” he said. “We need the height and she gives us the length!”
			

Ray and Bob are still working for the Government.
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Service - 13th June - Anne Walton
Anne’s Sermon reflected on the reading Mark 4, vv 26-34, the
parables of growth of the seed – wheat and mustard - to illustrate
how the Kingdom of God will grow (is growing). Mysterious,
Momentous, Miraculous.
Mysterious: because we don’t know how seeds grow. The
mystery of life – actual and spiritual – is beyond our knowledge.
We live by faith. Jesus reminds us that mystery and majesty is
built into creation and that it should make us to wonder and to worship the Creator. We may plant the
seed and nurture it, but God is in control.
Momentous: the tiny seed grows to a huge plant that birds can build their nests in. We should not
underestimate the power of a seed – but we do need to give it time. Jesus is asking us to be patient.
We may be tempted to take a short cut to speed things up by aligning our church with earthly power,
but the parable reminds us that what may look small and insignificant will grow momentously.
It will grow because of our sacrificial service, so we should not be discouraged (by the size of our
congregation, for example) but go out and spread the Word.
Miraculous: because the tiny seed shows no signs of life, but germinates all by itself (it might need
a bit of watering) and we can’t hurry it up. We live in a culture of instant gratification, but Jesus comes
and slows us down as he describes the growth of the Kingdom of God.
We are only commissioned to plant the seed by sharing his word with
other people: success in witnessing is in the power of the Holy Spirit.
The results are brought about by God – the harvest of new souls and
the transformation of people’s lives is the work of God. This may seem
humbling, but it is also reassuring. Only God can open closed eyes.
So when you take out your roll of 3M’s duct tape, think about the
growth of God’s Kingdom and the other three Ms, the Word of God in
action with the power to change lives.
You can view the Service video at Services | Potters Bar United
Reformed Church (pottersbarurc.org)
(The flowers today were provided and arranged by Margaret Hillyard )

Adam & Eve used to walk about in the Garden of Eden and one day God said to Adam: “When you
walk with Eve, I want you to go hand-in-hand”.
“What does hand-in-hand mean?” asked Adam, and an angel explained it to
him. A littlle while later God said: “That is good now I want you to put your
arm around Eve’s waist”
“What is a waist” asked Adam and the angel explained. Later again Adam
was told that he should kiss Eve from time to time during these walks.
“What is a kiss” asked Adam and the same obliging Angel showed him how
it was done.
So the day came when God said: “Splendid my children. Now go forth and
multiply and replenish the earth!”
But next morning Adam was back again.
“What is a headache?” he asked.

The News - July/August 2021

Page 9

Crown Him with many Crowns !
This is our July and August Church News and there will not be another until the Autumn, so this
is a two month-item! In the meantime Government tells us that we shall shortly be free to enjoy
life again and to go about and do normal things without restraint. The crisis of a pandemic is now
behind us – yet we must not forget social distancing – just in case. It is a sobering thought that the
population – that is a total of about 60 million of us – have been mostly immunised, and so are not
at risk of infection, yet the infection rate is rising again. The actual figure is about 85% so the virus
is seemingly feasting only on about 15% of us yet the daily rate of infection is still alarmingly high
which suggests to me that the virus is still dangerously infectious.
In our church life we recently celebrated Pentecost and Trinity and now there is nothing scheduled,
in the national church calendar, until Advent when the cycle starts again. Truly it is ‘’end of term’’ and
the ‘’hols’’ are upon us. At Pentecost we were assured that ‘’He lives’’ and that ‘’His Spirit’’ is with
us as our friend and support; and then at Trinity we looked back to remember and enjoy all that we
have learned over the period since God came among us at Christmas time.
’Crown Him with many Crowns’ is a hymn in our hymnbooks that tells us the story in both a majestic
yet wonderful way; I like it very much and it sticks in my mind because of its wonderful way of using
words. It is an old hymn - being written in the 1800’s - and carries some ‘old ideas’. It is in my mental
folder as rather like Jerusalem in that it is written to great a tune. ‘’Crown Him with many Crowns’’
goes to the tune ‘Diademata’ rather like Jerusalem and its tune ‘Jerusalem’; however I like the words
of the first song but not the second! There is something great about being a Brit and living in the best
democracy in the world, what a privilege we have been given!
‘’Crown Him with many Crowns ‘’ was written in 1851, and has two writers and 22 verses, however
the accepted song has just 5 verses. It appears in most of our free church song books and ‘’Songs
and Hymns of Fellowship’’ and the ‘’Billy Graham Song Book’’ (yes, I remember those times !)
The verses are nicely progressive, with the first containing the thought ‘’Crown Him with many
Crowns’’
… awake my soul and sing
of Him who died for thee
and hail Him as your matchless king
through all eternity.
The second vs has the structure ‘’Crown Him the Lord of life’’,
who triumphed over the grave,
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save.
The third verse tells us to ‘’ Crown Him the Lord of love’’
behold his hands and side,
those wounds yet visible above
in beauty glorified
the next tell us to ‘’Crown Him the Lord of peace’’
from pole to pole
that wars may cease
and all be prayer and praise

Cont’d on page 10......
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Continued from page 9
and in the final verse to ‘’Crown him the Lord of years’’, comes those powerful words that I talked
about, earlier.
the Potentate of time
Creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime
all hail redeemer hail,
for thou has died for me
thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity .
I invite you to ponder and savour the words and enjoy them! Maybe they are old words, old ideas,
but they contain a modern truth that we can all understand, the truth of the Trinity. The truths too,
namely that there is a God and that God cares very, very much for you as a person (John Ch 1 vs 1
to 15). He sent his Son, Jesus to tell us this truth (John 14, 8 – 12).
Then, His instruction to love one another (John 13); and to believe in Him who sent me, ie Jesus
(John 14 vs 11 to 12).
The reference material above comes from the Gospel of John, and you may remember that I noted
that it had been written many years after the events and so John had had time to reflect on much that
Jesus had taught them some 50 or so years previously. The story about the raising of Lazarus is also
in that Gospel. Jesus is told that Lazarus is seriously ill yet tarries for some days before he tells his
friends that he is going to visit his friend Lazarus. On questioning Jesus about the timing, he gives a
strange and somewhat oblique answer about the day and the night for such a visit. John sees this as
an answer with a profound depth of meaning. ‘’Are there not twelve hours in the day. If a man walks
in the daytime, then….’’ What did He mean?
The Roman and Jewish day at that time was divided into twelve hours, sunrise to sunset, and in
the light one can work and live; then comes twelve hours when we are unable to work . The meaning
being that time itself, and our time, is limited. Our time for belief, commitment, and following him is
limited too - because we are human with a life span of who knows what. The message is clear to us
today; namely that our choice of life in Him or no life at all means that we should gladly accept His
love now, ‘whilst it is light’, in other words while we can. You will find the story of Lazarus in the Gospel
of John chapter 11 et seq, do make time to read it, and ponder.
Crown Him with many Crowns
Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless King
through all eternity.

Crown him the Lord of love,
behold his hands and side,
those wounds, yet visible above,
in beauty glorified.
No angel in the sky
can fully bear that sight,
but downward bends his burning eye
at mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed over the grave,
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing,
who died, and rose on high,
who died eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.

Crown him the Lord of peace,
whose power a sceptre sways
from pole to pole, that wars may cease,
and all be prayer and praise.
his reign shall know no end,
and round his piercèd feet
fair flowers of paradise extend
their fragrance ever sweet.
Cont’d on page 11.......
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Crown Him the Lord of years,
the Potentate of time,
Creator of the rolling spheres
ineffably sublime!
all hail, Redeemer, hail;
for thou has died for me;
thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity.
Words by Martin Bridges & GodfreyThring, tune by George J Elvey

I wish you a joyous July and August.
								

Geoffrey Peterson

From the Friendship Book
There’s a story about two men in a hospital ward. One was able to sit up for a short time and look out of the window, while
the other had to lie flat on his back.
Every afternoon the man by the window would look outside and describe everything he could see - the park with the lake
where there were ducks and swans; the children feedng the ducks and sailing their boats; the stretches of grass and
flower beds, and in the distance a bowling green. His descriptions made his friend feel that he could almost see what was
happening outside.
One day the man by the window went home and the other man asked if he could be moved to the coveted place by the
window. With difficulty he stretched his head to view the lovely scene. He was looking out on to the car park !!
As it has truly been said, life is what we make it.
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A Tribute to Nora Richardson
“It might have been a bit of a challenge to do justice to 94 years when I have only
been here for the second half of that. However, My Auntie Nora was nothing if not
organised. She left me a note. Luckily, I found it. I reckon it was written a good few
years ago. It says “if Nigel could read this tribute I would be grateful” The note also
lists the three hymns and the reading which we are enjoying today .   
I happen to know that the first hymn, the 23rd psalm, was sung as a solo during the
signing of the register on Nora and Fred’s wedding day, 60 years ago last month,
and its selection is therefore no accident.
I also know that the last hymn, the traditional FA Cup final hymn, was Auntie Nora’s
favourite, as she would often say so to her football loving nephews. I think that
someone else knew that too. Caroline and I were with Nora in
her final hours playing hymns, and just as she passed away,
the playlist played Abide with Me. I believe that that was no
accident.
So, the note. It begins at the point in time when Auntie Nora
left school.
When I left Enfield County School I went into the Education
Department at Westminster.
This would have been during the war. I know that from 1941,
when aged 14, until 1950 Auntie Nora was a Sunday school teacher at Christ Church in Enfield as in 1950
Auntie Nora was given this Songs of Praise book by way of appreciation. I know that my Dad, who is nine years
younger was one of the pupils in his big sister’s class. Wartime in London would not have been easy but Dad
tells me that the monthly sweet rations were always something to look forward to and in the Wick household,
eaten in one sitting, shared with the cat.
The note records that Auntie Nora “ worked at the Education Department until the reorganisation of local
government in 1965 and then worked for a short while in the London Borough of Barnet before transferring to
Enfield Grammar School as secretary for 19 happy years until retiring in 1987.” Auntie Nora was always an
independent woman and worked full time throughout her working life.
I was a pupil at Enfield Grammar School from 1978 until 1985 and I remember so many teachers calling me
over at one time or another to say tell your Auntie “ thanks for the cake or thanks for the biscuits”!   1987 was
34 years ago but my parents received a lovely letter from Mike and Wendy Weeks last week. Mike was head
of maths at that time and went on to be headmaster. Mike’s letter reads:
“I have very fond memories of Nora. In my younger days, she was the redoubtable PA to the headmaster. She
held more power than any of the teaching staff. Malcolm McAlpine in particular was extremely lucky to have
Nora as his first line of defence. To get to the head, you had to get past Nora- which perhaps explains why the
Headmaster could spend at least some of the day perusing the Daily Telegraph.”
Mike’s letter continues:
“Nora was also my tennis partner in the school v staff annual tennis match. We were a formidable second couple.
Luckily for me the boys annually made the mistake of playing on Nora , only to find the ball being returned to
their feet with interest. My main role appeared to be one of apologising to Nora when I hit it out”.
So, we move on from work, to the tennis. A very important subject, as the Potters Bar tennis ladies will agree.
My brothers and I have always been very impressed at the Sunnyside Honours Board for the 1960s which
Cont’d on page 13.....
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Cont’d from page 12
records Mrs N M Richardson as the ladies champion for most of the
decade. There were many times when Auntie Nora would go missing
at a family party, to be found in front of the TV set watching a great
match reach its denouement. Nora’s own note records “Retirement
enabled me to play serious tennis and I was on the courts 4 or 5 times
a week”. I believe that everyone has a happy place and I think that
Auntie Nora’s was at Devonshire Park, Eastbourne. The photograph
on the back of the order of service is taken there.
Staying with the tennis theme, the note continues, “In 1961, I married Fred” . I have the newspaper report
which is headed “Tennis Club Romance”, as Fred and Nora met playing tennis at Sunnyside tennis club,
where Nora was the secretary. No surprise. The wedding took place at Christ Church, where Auntie Nora had
been a Sunday school teacher.
Reading on, “Fred had two boys, Peter and Barry. Peter is here today, with Cherie. You will note that boys are
a theme here, with two younger brothers, Fred’s two boys, working at a boy’s school and four nephews. As I
think Peter will agree, Auntie Nora was something of an expert in understanding boys. Exercise and food. A
bit like dogs.
The note continues, “After many happy years with Peter and Barry, Barry contracted cancer and after a long
battle, in and out of hospital, Barry sadly died Christmas week in 1972. Fred died of cancer Christmas week
the following year. It was a very sad time.” I note that this was precisely the time that Nora became a member
at PBURC and I think that the Church was pretty important at that time, and since. I have great childhood
memories from that time of the cake stall at Darkes Fayre when I met some of you. As Margaret has pointed
out, the bread pudding was, and is, legendary! Auntie Nora was one of life’s givers and very generous, whether
by way of cake making or otherwise.
Then there were also the nephews to contend with . The note records” my nephews were very young at the
time and stayed with me at weekends during the school holidays. There were many arguments as to whose
turn it was”. I remember that! There are four of us, basically, all the six footers here today. But Jonathan is 14
years younger than me so in those days there were three. With 27 months between the eldest and youngest.
So Auntie Nora was vital on so many holidays so that we would each have an adult sitting between us which
kept the peace very well indeed. This continued with holidays with our young children and we all have wonderful
memories of the famous Dunster walk, with Auntie Nora aged 83, when three generations walked more than
10 miles together in the sun, then wind, then rain. Auntie Nora never learned to drive but boy could she walk.
I have long legs but genuinely the only person who walked faster than me was Auntie Nora.
So, appropriately, the note concludes, “Upon retirement I also joined the rambling Club and had some very
happy holidays in various parts of the country. Together with my many Church activities I was fully occupied
and had a very happy and rewarding retirement”.
The Church here was a big part of Auntie Nora’s life. Jeanne will know better than I. Speaking personally It
has been a privilege for me to escort Auntie Nora to the services here since she became unable to get here
under her own steam. I say escort, but I didn’t sit next to Auntie Nora of course as there was no way that she
was going to leave the choir. As I said, independent.
I just want to end by saying that I know that all here will have their own memories of Nora. She had some really
lovely friends which is probably the biggest tribute of all”.   
										Nigel Wick (Nephew)

(The flowers here for Nora were arranged by
Chris Ramsay and Barbara Corfe)
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Service - 20th June - Reverend David Aplin
I’m not sure whether it is related to the Brian Cox series currently
running on BBC2, but over the past few weeks we have repeatedly
looked at our understanding of God in the context of our growing
knowledge of the universe. This week it was David Aplin’s turn,
and he did so in the context of the parable of the mustard seed.
David does not believe that we must slavishly follow a belief in the
rightness of the biblical story in the face of knowledge God has
given us. Does he believe the story – well yes and no.
The little mustard seed that grew and grew is not unlike the theory
of the universe starting from a tiny rift in space-time and growing
to a universe of galaxies, stars and planets, beyond what we can imagine.
We think the universe was formed about 13.8 billion years ago and our own solar system was formed
3.6 billion years ago. Human beings have been evolving over the last million years.
So do we chuck out the biblical creation story or perhaps look at the universe and see a parallel
to Jesus’s account of the growth of the mustard seed. If we do, does the tree of the universe have
those branches and spaces where birds or humanity can one day nest on other planets, in other star
systems?
David suggests that in the mustard seed story Jesus is describing the Kingdom of God, so that
wherever we are, God will be with us.
My sense is that we are being encouraged to stretch our minds, but if we do so, do we have to make
a bonfire of some of our beliefs?
·

We say that God made us in His own image (which helps us visualise and relate to something
that is beyond our understanding), but unless we believe in a Star Trek universe where all
sentient races are humanoid like us - or that we are the only sentient race in the universe this seems implausible.

·

If we can accept that there may be sentient life on other planets in God’s Kingdom, can Jesus
be God’s only son, and the way to God be only through him? If the God of our Universe loves
all intelligent beings equally, will he not find ways to bring them to Him?

·

We accept that we have evolved, but are we being arrogant to put ourselves at the pinnacle
of God’s creation? Has evolution stopped? In an evolutionary universe, is God perhaps also
evolving?

·

If it is intelligence that God values and loves, what about the other examples of high intelligence
we see on our own planet. Are they not also loved? And why would God then give us dominion
over them?

David noted that our universe may have reached its maximum size. Some suggest it may then start to
contract again. Mike Findley told us that however vast God’s universe may be, he is able to deal with
the smallness of us. We are like mustard seeds in the universe. From the vastness of the universe
back to mustard seed it is the power of God’s love?
Experiencing the presence of God in our lives as a real thing (whoever and wherever we are) is the
promise of God’s Kingdom. In an evolutionary universe we should grow to be the best we can be in
both spiritual and moral/societal realms, and this is essentially a dynamic, evolving experience.
You can view the Service video at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
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City Chamber Choir Concert
Wednesday 7th July 2021 at 7.00 pm
Potters Bar URC is pleased to be able to invite you to a socially distanced choral concert on the 7th
July in our church. The latest guidance from the Department of Culture, Media and Sport allows us
to host a City Chamber Choir concert, but we and the choir are responsible for maintaining a covid
secure environment.
The choir will follow normal (masked) social distancing rules except when singing and will have taken
a lateral flow test on arrival for rehearsal.
We will arrange the seating in the church to create a limited number of socially distanced seating
“bubbles” at some distance from the choir. The audience will also have to follow our Covid protocol
which involves entry controls, attendees signing in with contact details, mask wearing, and minimising
social interactions.
A bit of a bother perhaps, but probably a reflection of “new normal”. Nonetheless, we are looking
forward to an enjoyable evening of music. The programme as we have it (though it may be subject
to change) is as follows:

Byrd                      

Sing Joyfully

Mundy                 	

O Lord the Maker

Weelkes              

When David heard

Dering                

Factum est Silentium

Keyboard solo
Sheppard            	

The Lord’s Prayer

Jones                   

The Lord’s Prayer –

			

excerpt from Jones/Wilson Southwark Service

JS Bach                

Vater unser im Himmelreich (organ solo)

Lobo                     	

Pater Peccavi

Pärt                       

The Deer’s Cry

Palestrina           

Exultate Jubilate

Keyboard solo
Wilson                 

Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis

Keyboard solo
Purcell                	

I was glad
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Service - 27th June - Martyn Macphee
Martyn has led our worship just a few times, but we
have come to expect prayers and an address that
are thoughtful and thought provoking, capturing our
attention – and so it was. Martyn’s address reflected
on the reading from Mark 5 vv 21-43 “Jairus’ daughter
and the woman who touched Jesus’ cloak”.
The story covered the last two of Jesus’ four main
miracles: Calming the storm, showing his power
over nature; healing a man with evil spirits, showing
his power over demons; and the two miracles in the
reading, showing his power over sickness and death
and to bring salvation in a pretty hopeless situation.
The woman who touched his cloak demonstrated great faith. Jairus also demonstrated great faith
in Jesus’ ability to save his daughter, something not easy for a religious leader who was part of the
establishment. Jesus treated a poor woman and a rich and influential person equally. The two stories
were about ritual uncleanliness, bleeding and death, which if you touched the person involved rendered
you unclean. So Jesus was going into forbidden territory.
Setting the two stories together created real dramatic tension which Martyn played out for us. A man
desperate because his daughter was on the point of death pleads with Jesus to “come quickly”, but
Jesus gets caught in the crowd and the woman with haemorrhaging distracts him and he stops to
talk to her. Her situation is not life threatening, so how must Jairus have felt about the delay and the
words to the woman “Go in peace”?
When Jesus arrives at Jairus’ house the girl is already dead, but Jesus goes to her and tells her to
get up – and she does and walks around.
Intermingled with the biblical story, Martyn told us about the story of Andrew Bateson, a boy with acute
meningitis, rushed by his parents to hospital, close to death, and needing the amputation of his legs
to save him . The parents pray that he will be able to keep his knees so as to be able to walk and run
more easily, place scapulas (pieces of cloth with religious images and prayers) on his legs just below
the knee. Their church holds a healing mass. The amputation take place just below the spot where
the scapulas have been placed. The parallels with Jairus are strong. Jesus has somehow redeemed
the situation, just as he did for Jairus.
Martyn does not suggest that prayer works on every occasion
or that Jesus will always redeem situations: people of faith
have bad things happen to them. Jesus loves us in good
times and bad and is with us – and helps us – in the worst
of times. That help comes in many ways. Sometimes it is the
gift of grace to live well in spite of life’s hardship.
He also talked to us about Joyce Kilmer a young American
poet who died in the trenches in 1918 and wrote about his
experience of the power of God to redeem every difficulty.
Martyn’s prayers for us this morning were to receive from
Jesus the grace to live faithfully through life’s ups and downs and keep him in our own lives.
The flowers today were supplied by Margaret Hill and
arranged by Chris Ramsay

