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Dear friends
It is my turn to write this month and once again it is my personal feelings that I start with.
As we eventually got through 2020 with all the problems we all faced,one way or another, we hoped
that 2021 would be much better. However, for the PBURC this did not prove to be the case. We have
had no less than five deaths from our church and one lay preacher. Starting with my friend Albert,
dying over the course of one day, which was a horrific experience, followed by Mary Cook, Doreen
Cameron, and recently our dear friend Joan Knott.
Joan & Ken Knott became members of our church in 1979, followed by their son John and daughterin-law Sharon and then their children Gemma and James. Joan was in her nineties and in our July/
August Magazine a picture appeared of her on the telephone as John was helping her to log in to
the Zoom Service, looking so well styled as she always did. So the year did not begin well. As a
minister once said to me “ If you experience love – for a mother, father, husband, wife, friend – and
even the Queen - you will also experience sadness and grief.” Unfortunately this is true.
However, to a brighter future. As things are gradually improving, and lockdown is becoming less
strict, we can think ahead, albeit slowly. On Easter Sunday, I went to church for the first time in many
months and there were 15 of us, all wearing our masks, all obeying the rules –except perhaps for
a little conversation with a friend, at a distance of course, and it was uplifting. We hope to continue
to have services in the church from now on and I do hope that many of you will feel able to join us
in time. All our visiting Ministers and lay preachers prefer to be in the church and have done so in
the past months. However, we cannot thank those people enough who have brought us together
on Zoom through the rough times and we are so lucky to have such expertise among our members
who have been willing to give their time and energy to do this.
Nevertheless, with God’s help, the Virus cannot halt or change the beauty of the Spring and whichever
way you drive out of Potters Bar, you see banks and banks of daffodils, and in our gardens, we have
many colours with hyacinth, primulas, panzies, and flowering shrubs. From next Monday, we are
excited to hear that we can have our hair cut and have a meal at a restaurant as long as it is outside.
One other piece of good news is that in the absence of Albert and his organisation of the flower
rota, Barbara Corfe has agreed to take on this role and for the present while we have few people
in the church, we shall have a small arrangement in front of the communion table. As well as the
original flower arrangers – who have done beautiful arrangements over the years for which we thank
you, (we shall miss Albert’s of course), we have four new ladies to join the team. We four have no
expertise but are very willing to learn. We are continuing with Albert’s rota of those people who have
given money towards the flowers on special dates in their lives, but this will be given differently to
the Church. (See Barbara’s article in this News - on pages 11/12).
We pray that 2021 will continue to improve and we send our love and prayers to all the families and
friends who have lost dear ones recently and those unknown to us who have been taken through
this dreadful virus. God bless you all.				
									Janet O’Connor

									on behalf of the Elders
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Please join us
We have started the Bible Reading Group: Thursdays in the church 11 am for just over an hour. Just
to read the Bible, following a schedule. We have now decided that it will take more than one year.
Eight of us have met to hear the Word as we listen to each other. Please join us if you would like to
hear parts of the Bible which you may not have heard recently….. if ever. Anyone is welcome so do
come and invite a friend. Bring a mask. Church Bible provided. Please call Frank Palmer to book
a seat in the absence of Tony while he is away.
Phoenix Group:
We are looking to start up again, probably on a Wednesday, 3rd in the month. Probably in August.
Thinking about a practical flowering arranging session courtesy of Majestic Flowers. Watch this space
but pencil…. Wednesday 18th August.
Whist Group: As soon as guidance allows we will find a time to start meeting again. Please register
your interest with Barbara Corfe. Possibly August or September.
Knit and Natter: Lots of knitting and crotcheting has been happening during lockdown. We would
like to start the group again in the church as soon as conditions allow. Please register your interest
with Janet O’Connor. Possibly August or September.
IS THERE ANOTHER GROUP THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE STARTED?
Family history research?

Craft making group?

Talk to your Elder or Tony Corfe.

Church Officers and Elders
Minister: Vacancy
Serving Elders
Tony Corfe		661160
Janet Green		
657848
Robert Hillyard
654165
Alastair Maclean
653636
Janet O’Connor
856967		
David Ramsay		647300
Secretary

David Ramsay
Tel: 01707 647300

Treasurer

Robert Hillyard
Tel: 01707 654165

Lettings Officer

Jane Wood
Mobile: 07879 687569

Premises
Manager

Caroline Sutherland
Mobile: 07411 961770

Chairman
Frank Palmer
Premises &
Tel: 873179
Finance
Committee		

The News - May 2021

Page 3

Church Family
Congratulations to two ladies who have had\or will have their 90th Birthdays. Margaret Barton on 21st
April and Jean Morse on 16th May. I am sure you had a memorable day Margaret and we wish you
many more. I know Jean is expecting her three children on her birthday and then returning to The
Cotswolds for a week with her son & wife. We hope you have a lovely week Jean. I might mention
that also on 21st April, Joan Gooding had a birhday. She was a young 93 year old.
Margaret has asked me to thank everyone for the many cards and good wishes she received for
which she is most grateful.

* * * *
Sadly we have recently heard of another death. Robert & Pam Hoare were members of our church
many years ago and Robert was our wonderful organist and choir master. He and Pam were both
blind and had two children. Many of our congregation will remember them and Margaret Barton,
Megan and Kathy were in the choir at that time. They moved away from Heath Drive some years
ago and Pam has now died. We send our deepest sympathy to Robert and family.

* * * *
We were very sorry to hear yesterday that Sharon Knott has got Shingles. I spoke to her in the
morning and their family have had so much stress in recent months with many deaths. She told me
she had a very bad headache for over a week and she now had a rash on her face. Later the Doctor
confirmed Shingles. Now you have the medication Sharon we hope you will soon be feeling better
and we send our love and prayers to you and your family.

* * * *
Pulpit Supply
May
2nd		
9th		
16th		
23rd		
30th		

Mrs Anne Walton
Canon Richard Osborn
Reverend David Aplin
Elders
Dr Geoff Peterson

June
6th
13th
20th
27th

Mr Mike Findley
Mrs Anne Walton
Reverend David Aplin
Mr John Wainwright

* * * *
If you want happiness for an hour; take a nap. If you
want happiness for a day; go fishing. If you want happiness
for a lifetime; help someone.
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28th March Palm Sunday - Mike Findley
Today was Palm Sunday and Mike streamed from the church, with a
handful of church members having crept in (we formally restart next
Sunday!) and some Palm Crosses to distribute.
Mike told us that the Palm Sunday story has all the necessary
elements of a TV crime thriller. Jesus had been to Jerusalem twice
before, only to leave because of death threats (and a head-hunter
bounty) from the religious authorities who saw him as a threat to their
authority and way of life. However, they knew they could not touch
him whilst he was supported by the crowds.
Riding on a colt fulfilled biblical prophecy and had also been the
trademark of the leader of an earlier insurrection in Jerusalem - which had achieved a measure of
success until overturned by the Romans.
Whilst Jesus approached from the East, Pilate was arriving from the north west with a large military
formation to ensure law and order over the Passover period when Jerusalem was full of thousands of
extra people. Pilate had a chequered career to that date with some spectacular failures and couldn’t
afford any further mistakes. The confrontation between Jesus and the authorities was set.
What was behind the massive crowd support for Jesus on Palm Sunday. Some undoubtedly saw him
as the Leader who would restore social justice and overturn a corrupt and oppressive temple-based
Jewish “Mafia”; others that he was the military leader who would free them from the Romans. Some
might have looked to him for healing and some for teaching.
Jesus knew exactly what awaited him in Jerusalem and approached it with resolution and great
human courage. He would continue his teaching and his challenge to the religious authorities and
the fate that would follow. His betrayal might have been an attempt to “bounce” him into becoming
the military leader so many wanted, but that failed. The authorities believed that by killing him they
had removed the threat to their way of life, but in this they also failed, because God had other ideas.
Courage was Mike’s theme, and he believed that as we emerge from Covid lockdown we also need
courage to face a future that will be different to that which has gone before; courage to be creative
and do things differently. Courage to reach out to people in spreading the word and in helping those
who have suffered great loss and are looking for comfort and those who are so tired because of all
the extra work they have had to do. Courage to share our hopes and aspirations with God and bring
God into them - with the joy and peace that results.
You can view the Service video at Services | Potters Bar United Reformed Church (pottersbarurc.org)

The rite of baptism to wash sins away is at least as confusing to little children as the
notion of sin itself. A four-year-old who went to church with her parents watched as
four new members were baptized. Then she gave this report to her aunt: “First the
preacher preached. Then he put on another suit and walked down some steps into the
water, and rinsed out four people.”
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Adventures of an “Oldie”
Way back in July 2020 it all looked so easy. Selling a
bungalow and buying a flat seemed straight forward, it took
under two weeks to find a buyer and choose my flat with a
nice small chain of three.
Five months later I moved into my new abode, slightly
wiser about what it meant to be part of a chain of six, (that
was a surprise). Social distancing and all the many covid
restrictions meant nothing was straightforward, and then
going into another lockdown in December made it all so
much more difficult.
However here I am, settled in to my pleasant little home, free of all the concerns of maintaining a much
older property and large garden single handed after 35 happy years there. Its been an adventure
as unexpected events happen when you change your familiar routine and have new and different
utensils and methods.
There was the inevitable downsizing to do and I was depending on my children Suzanne and Anthony
to assist in packing, unpacking and the actual move. They were fantastic in all they did to smooth
the way, ably assisted by my son in law David and daughter in law Andrea.
On the day before the move I went to stay with Suzanne as the removal company could not come
into contact with anyone at all, and were doing the last of the packing. The van turned up on the day
and loaded everything very efficiently, overseen at a social distance by Anthony. At the eleventh
hour someone in the chain was not cooperating and completion was not possible for some time. So
the removal van went back to base to await instructions and Anthony remained in the bungalow for
five hours with nothing to sit on except the carpet. The lady buying my house ended up having to
unload in the dark as did my removal men at my flat working late into the evening.
My whole family were wonderful so I consider myself very blessed. I was able to move in the following
day. When I reached the flat, most of my possessions were already in place, boxes had been
unpacked and bed was made ready to sink into.
During the first weeks I had a few adventures I had not planned for, like getting locked in the recycling
room, flooding the bathroom with an out of control shower, and later draining the hot water tank
when the kitchen tap broke and wouldn’t turn off. Getting a £100 fine for parking my car in the wrong
place, unknowingly, was a shock. I’ve also had shower curtains and curtain poles crashing to the
ground and window cleaners’ brushes appearing at my second floor windows early morning. All these
problems were resolved a little later.
Obviously it was not ideal to move home during a pandemic, but now I am looking forward to improving
one or two things to make No. 32 more my style, and to getting the opportunity to meet more of my
new neighbours. The new occupant at No 9 Billy Lows Lane is very fortunate to experience, as I
did, the lovely people at No 7! Roll on the summer when we should be able to enjoy more freedom
for everyone.

										Margaret Barton
For those who don’t know No. 7 is the Hillyards.
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Easter Sunday 4th April - Anne Walton
This was our first official ‘open church’ day this year with 15
people attending the service and 14 log-ins on Zoom – hopefully
a rewarding experience for all. Anne was streaming from home.
David and Tony were presiding at church.
If we pick up on last Sunday’s ‘Crime Thriller’ theme, I think
this week’s ”End of Season Finale” might be judged a bit of a
disappointment – unless you’d already viewed the ‘Next Season’
series (as I think we all have!).
The first of the two readings from John’s Gospel captured the moment when Jesus died on the cross.
The second covered the moment when Mary Magdalene and the two disciples discover the empty
tomb on the Sunday morning. And we get a glimpse of what might be coming in the ‘Next Season’.
We know, as Anne told us, that when Jesus said, “It is finished!” the sacrifice that took away the sins
of the world was completed.
For those on the ground it looked quite different. For the Jewish leaders, a challenge to their authority
had been eliminated and they could continue life as normal – as they do, largely, to this day. For the
Romans a possible insurrection had been avoided – at least until the next one came. The Disciples
had scattered, scared and confused, and were nowhere to be seen. Only the four women and
John stood by the cross, and later Joseph and Nicodemus came and looked after Jesus’s body.
Notwithstanding the many occasions when Jesus had told his disciples what was about to happen,
the empty tomb came as a complete surprise to Peter and the other disciple, and to Mary. And Mary
did not recognise Jesus until he addressed her personally.
It is in the ‘Next Season’ (to continue with the TV analogy) that Jesus’s many appearances to his
disciples and to others over the next 40 days brings a growing conviction that something earthshattering had happened. With the intervention of the Holy Spirit, they begin to make sense of the
things Jesus had told them, and understand the significance of both crucifixion and resurrection from
the tomb. As Anne said, only the unconditional love of God could turn a symbol of Roman cruelty
into a symbol of beauty and hope for all mankind. And it was the empty tomb that made the empty
cross a symbol of hope. Jesus walked out of the tomb and as Paul cried out, ”O death where is thy
victory? O grave where is thy sting? Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. By his
great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope to the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
Happy Easter!
Kate Arnold won the Easter Bonnet prize.
We were pleased to welcome Carole Beament from Brookmans
Park URC at church once again.
And John Cobley from Christ Church Hatfield URC with us
on Zoom.
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11th April - John Wainwright
John was as pleased as we are to be slowly
returning to worship in church. For him we were
still firmly in the Easter season and his sermon
was focused on the events later on that Easter
Sunday in a locked room.
John asked us to reflect on the mood of the
disciples. They had been full of hope that Jesus
had come to liberate the country and bring in the
messianic kingdom – now he had been crucified.
He had been a great person to know, but had they
been wasting their time over the last three years?
They were worried about being in trouble with the
Jewish authorities (hence the locked room). They
were also not inclined to believe the testimony of
a mere woman. So, they were thinking about getting back to normal life without Jesus.
And then “wham”, Jesus appears in the room with a message of peace and hope, and a commission
– “as the Father sent me, so I send you”. His work is to continue, now by his spiritual body, and his
disciples were to take the good news of sins forgiven, new hope, new life and new joy to people who
did not yet know it.
This commission applied to us in 2021. Christianity may be a personal faith, but it is not a private one,
and we are also commissioned to take the message out. Jesus breathed on his disciples and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit”. We are also empowered by the Holy Spirit. And then the story of Thomas,
grieving alone and missing out. He was not somebody who believed just because somebody told
him – faith had to be appropriated personally. John had great sympathy with Thomas because he too
has a questioning mind. Questioning and searching for answers is good. Thomas longed to believe
but he had to experience things for himself and having done so declared “My Lord and my God”.
So, we should not bottle things up but share our questions and concerns with others on our path
. John’s prayer for this morning was that we should all experience for ourselves the risen Saviour.
You can view the Service video at Services | Potters Bar United Reformed Church (pottersbarurc.org)

Out of the mouths................
A four-year old watched carefully as parishioners dropped their cash in the plate, and then warned
his father: “Don’t pay for me, dad....remember, I’m under five.”
After watching his mother drop a five pound note in the plate, a seven-year-old noticed the next
lady contribute a small church envelope. It puzzled him,, but only for a moment as he said, “Guess
what, Mum? That lady just uses her credit card.”
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THE GENEROSITY OF OUR CHURCH FOR OTHERS, PARTICULARLY IN AFRICA IS WONDERFUL
AND IS REALLY MAKING A DIFFERENCE.
Expected new total to be sent by 1st May is £1243.75 Thank you.
AFRICA (1): Last Sunday 11th April the congregation at Jinja Uganda, was able to worship in their
completed church because of the funds which we were able to provide. Picture below. We have
also received some donations towards paying the salary of the teachers at the Orphanage School.
AFRICA (2): I was able to tell Noah Simfukwe (Choma, Zambia) that because of your new donations
there will be some financial help available for him and his family beyond May.
If you would like to contribute again please talk to Tony. Gift-Aid is possible if you are a tax payer.
AFRICA (3) : I will be heading for Zambia on Friday 30th April and expect to be there for up to 2
months. THANK YOU for your offerings of Watches (I have 15), Jewellery (several rings, bangles
and brooches), and a few items of ladies’ clothes. I have been offered only one mobile phone and
that will do for now.
So if you have anything to add to my collection please let me have them for my next trip, perhaps
later in the year or perhaps not until 2022. Still looking for collectibles to be sold in the Potters Bar
Auctions for the Africa fund. If you would like to see what an online auction is like please google
Cadmore Auctions, Potters Bar. I have been asked to be the auctioneer for part of the day to give
the professional a lunchtime break. There are some good lots going at some good prices. Our lots
for Africa are sold without us having to pay a vendor’s commission.

											Tony Corfe
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Spirit of the Living God fall afresh on me ...!
The events of Easter, when we celebrated the meaning of the Cross and the wonderful
resurrection of Jesus, have come and gone and now we are in the Month of May. The Festival of
Whitsun, or Whit Sunday, occurs on 23rd May which is at the end of this News month. We are just
over half-way through the period Easter to Pentecost - Pentecost means ‘about fifty days after’, in
this case after Easter. In our Spiritual lives we are ‘’in Galilee’’ awaiting the return of the risen Lord.
For the disciples it was a time of reflection as they were pondering on the monumental events of His
Resurrection. They were anxiously waiting for the answer to the question ‘’and what happens next‘’?
We too, as 21st Century disciples, are pondering on the revelations of the Easter-time and asking
‘’what does it mean for us”? “Where does Jesus fit into our lives”? ‘’where are we going”?, “what is
life really about”?
Intellectually we have to face up to the question - ‘’How can Jesus be dead and yet now alive”?
This is truly contrary to our ordinary understanding; People don’t die then come to life again; it is not
in our natural experience of things.
Today you would have to say that life doesn’t go like that. It has never been known before. The
mathematics of our universe don’t allow for this type of event. The honest answer to this question
has to be that there really is a Creator, or God, who has made our world and who can override his
own natural laws if it is in his purpose.
The next question then has to be ‘‘what kind of God is he’’? Jesus himself tells us that our God
is a loving father – he uses a very tender word, Abba, here – and that he cares for us his children.
God, our Father is concerned for us, you and I, and the lives that we lead. John tells us, in Chapter3
v 16, that he loves us too, and dearly.
The other question has to be ‘’what must we do to respond”? Paul gives us the answer namely
that we must believe and trust, and must worship him in a right spirit. We are required to confess our
sinfulness and ask for forgiveness. Paul says, believe and be baptised and thou shall’t be saved.
By ‘’belief’’ we recognise that Jesus truly is the Son, the only Son, of God, the Creator.
By ‘’be baptised’’ we signify, or show, that we truly do recognise this ‘Son-ship’, it is an outward sign
of that belief.
By ‘’being saved’’ we understand that there is an after-life; in that we go to the Father after our earthly
life ends - and that through the Cross there is forgiveness for our sins.
At the present time we are half way through to Whitsun when we celebrate Jesus and his
coming again and fulfilling His promise to send us a helper, namely His Spirit to be with us for all
time. The disciples were told to go back into Jerusalem and await that gift. In a sense we are back
in our Galilee and Jerusalem pondering on what happened at Easter and what the Resurrection
means for us.
Last month I reviewed the Resurrection accounts and we noted how many of them there
were, and also how very many disciples and friends met with him during that ‘’fifty’’ days. Clearly
some of them did go back to Galilee, their homeland, and then returned to Jerusalem, to await His
coming again.
Luke, in his combined account (i.e. Gospel plus Acts) is consistent in that his Gospel ends with
Jesus leaving them at Bethany. Jesus goes ‘up into Heaven’ and they, the disciples and friends, go
back across the Kidron Brook then walk the two kilometre or so to the upper town. The Acts account
then continues with a recall of this event and then the instruction to stay in Jerusalem to await His
Holy Spirit, which would descend upon them in Strength and Power. Following this gift of His Spirit the
commission to ‘’go and tell’ was given to them. Luke then recounts the dramatic effect that the Holy
Spirit had on the formerly frightened Disciples and friends. This is evident in the powerful address
that Peter gave to the assembled crowd – he shows no fear at all, just strength and conviction.
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Cont’d from page 9
Have you ever thought about the change brought about in Peter in that period of about 50
days? On Thursday and Good Friday he was frightened beyond measure, and after some days he
was back fishing in Galilee, then he and some other disciples meet Jesus on the beach and feast
on fish for breakfast. Shortly after Peter is empowered by the Holy Spirit and is preaching, boldly.
Toward the end of his life he writes to some of the churches, that he had assisted in setting up, with
words of encouragement. Now turn to his (first) letter and read chapter 1 to chapter 2 vs 10 as a
guidance for our ‘’preparation for growth’’,
As a body of believers who have just been released from a frightfully long period of restraint and
lock down, let us, too, enjoy the period of Pentecost, feel the Holy Spirit ourselves, and take up the
same challenge.
To God be the Glory							

Geoffrey Peterson

18th April - Reverend David Aplin
This Sunday many of us were reflecting on the funeral of
the Duke of Edinburgh and David had been struck by the
comment of Sophie, Countess of Wessex - “It was like
somebody took him by the hand and off he went.. very, very
peaceful” – something he told us he had also experienced
during a number of his pastoral visits.
The Bible reading, Luke 24 vv 36-49 tells of Jesus
appearing to his disciples, showing them his wounds,
eating in their presence, and then opening their minds to
understand the Scriptures. Like John Wainwright last week,
David has a certain sympathy for Thomas: his own belief
has been underpinned by personal experiences.
The metaphor of being led gently and then taken into Gods
arms resonated with us. In his Sermon David gave us a view on what comes next – a courageous
step, given that, as we know from our Bible Study discussions, each of us has a different idea of
what resurrection might mean.
David drew on Luke 23 v 43 – “…..today you will be with me in paradise” – to propose an immediate
resurrection in heaven with a new body. For some this view raises as many questions as it answers,
but as David told us, our non-conformist heritage encourages us to question what we are told. Our
understanding of the world in which we live and its place in the vastness of the universe is quite
different from that at the time the Bible was written. Making sense of it all is for each of us a part of
our faith journey.
And as I think we can probably all agree, we’ll only find out with certainty when we get there.
You can view the Service video at Services | Potters Bar United Reformed Church (pottersbarurc.org)
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Church Flowers
Following the sad death of Albert, I have been asked to take over the supervision of the Church
flowers, making sure there are fresh flowers in the Church each Sunday. We have a few new recruits
to help arrange the flowers and this will make the task less onerous for each one – a big thank you
to Marian P, Christine R, Janet O’C and Heather R for volunteering. Margaret Barton has decided to
stand down and we owe our gratitude to her for all the many years she has produced some wonderful
arrangements. With the new people, Margaret H, Jean M and I will continue to do our best. I will
attempt to change the artificial arrangement in the vestibule according to the season, but Albert will be
a hard act to follow. If you know of anyone who would like to join our team, either from in the Church
or from the community, please let me know.
We will need donations to the Flower Fund to cover special occasions and weeks when we have no
individual gifts of money for certain Sundays. I have transferred members’ & friends’ names from
last year’ list of contributors and hope you will be able to continue. Please let me know if you want
to change the date of your giving or add your name to the rota in blank spaces. I will assume the
arrangements shown in the spreadsheet are alright unless I hear otherwise.
Robert has suggested that all contributions for flowers go through the Church accounts to assist
claiming Gift Aid. If you are able to make an online payment, simply put “Flower Fund” in the payment
description. If you prefer to pay your year’s contributions by cheque (made out to Potters Bar URC),
or cash, please also fill out the attached “paying in slip” for our church accounts to help Robert identify
the donor and claim Gift Aid more easily. You can pass your contributions either to Robert or me.
Thank you in advance.

								Barbara Corfe
								01707 661160
								bcorfe49@gmail.com
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Flower Rota

						
April 4
EASTER			
October
3
11
Audrey Ward				
10
18
Joan Gooding					
17
25
Daphne Boyd					24
May 2
Janet Green					
31
9
Peter Charge			November
7
16							14
23
David & Chris Ramsay			
21
30
Heather Rae & Geoff Peterson		
28
June 6
Megan Young			
December
5
13
Robert & Margaret Hillyard			
12
20							19
27
Margaret Hill					26
July 4					
January
2
11							9
18
CHURCH ANNIVERSARY			
16
25
Marian Poulton/Janet Green			
23
August 1							30
8
Mary Deller			
February
6
15							13
22
Joan Jobson					
20
29							27
September
5				
March		
6
12
Tony & Barbara Corfe				13
19
Frank Palmer					
20
26
Alastair & Daphne Maclean			
27

Pam Perrott
Robert & Margaret Hillyard
Jean Morse
Janet O’Connor
Alastair & Daphne Maclean
CHRISTMAS
“
“
Claude & Nigel Hickson
Margaret Barton
Tony & Barbara Corfe
Kathy Howe
Janet O’Connor
Mary Deller
Joan Gooding
Heather Rae & Geoff Peterson
Megan Young

Tea in the Garden
As we were a new team of ladies - four of us very new - Barbara thought we should meet to have a
discussion on the finer points. So on a beautiful sunny afternoon seven of us met in my garden and
it was wonderful to see each other face to face after so long. I had made some ginger biscuits - the
recipe which my daughter had written in my own recipe book when she was about ten years old, I
think she had made them at school. She is now 62. However, they went down well and Barbara
suggested I write the recipe here.
12 ozs (300g) Self Raising Flour
8 ozs (225g) Caster Sugar
4 ozs (100g) Margarine
2 tablespoons Golden Syrup
2 teaspoons Ground Ginger
1 level teaspoon Bicarbonate of Soda
1 large egg (or two small ones)

Mix dry ingredients together, add beaten egg, then add
melted margarine and syrup
Mix thoroughly together.
Roll into small balls and place on lightly greased baking
sheet.
Bake 10-15 minutes in moderate oven
170c or fan160c
(They turn hard when cool - but not breaking teeth hard !!)

						Janet
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Doreen Cameron

Page 13

4 July 1929- 28 Feb 2021

Doreen was an independent woman, very much her own person,
taking charge of her life and responsibilities into her 90s. She was
admirably supported by her late husband Bryan, who encouraged
her to be an independent business woman during a time when few
women were afforded similar opportunities. First and foremost
Doreen was a mother who loved having her family around her.
Doreen was born in 1929, the eldest of two children. Her younger
brother Brian, was born in 1932 and they grew up in Chingford,
attending Chase Lane Middle School. Doreen continued her
secondary education during the second World War at South West
Essex Technical College in Walthamstow where she made several
lifelong friends. Some years later she met her future husband Bryan,
at a dance at the nearby Assembly Rooms in Walthamstow. Bryan had completed his national service
and begun training as a chartered surveyor.
Doreen married Bryan Cameron in 1951 and they moved into their first home in Edmonton. Bryan
was one of six children. Music was an important part of the Cameron household in Walthamstow,
where professional trumpet and trombone players were an everyday part of life. Doreen and Bryan
shared the Cameron family’s love of the 1950s big bands, as well as classical music.
In the late 1950s Bryan and Doreen bought a plot of land in Brookmans Park and Bryan designed and
oversaw the building of their family home. The couple’s first child, a daughter, was born in Edmonton,
and then her three brothers were born at home in Brookmans Park.
Bryan was keen to have his own practise as a chartered surveyor and Doreen had worked as a secretary
for a London Estate Agency. When a small office became available in the village they set up their own
business in the mid 1960s. As the business grew, Bryan moved the surveying office to Hatfield, and
Doreen moved the estate agency into larger premises in Brookmans Park.
Doreen and Bryan’s social life circled around their friends in Brookmans Park and wider family. Doreen
and Bryan loved to travel, particularly in Europe. In 1981 they bought a place in southern Spain and
family and friends, enjoyed many happy holidays there for years to come.
When Bryan’s health deteriorated following his diagnosis of prostate cancer, Doreen devoted her time
to care for him at home, pretty much single handed until he died in April 1990. She valued her family’s
support following the loss of her husband Bryan. Her 8 grandchildren and her great grandchildren
brought her much joy in later years.
She continued to visit their home in Spain, taking opportunities to travel throughout Spain with the
local cultural centre. Doreen was a passionate European and enjoyed many trips with friends. She
organised some memorable family events, and took great pleasure from bringing extended family
together, young and old. Sadly her brother died in 2014, but she was able to visit her sister in law in
Sussex afterwards, although Doreen’s mobility was now deteriorating.
When Doreen’s health declined in 2020, she was very clear that she wanted to remain at home and to
retain as much contact with family members as possible. Despite many constraints during the past
year, outside visits and video calls helped to make this possible. Close family members and amazing
professional carers supported Doreen at home until she passed away peacefully on 28 February.
DJS, March 2021
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25th April - Geoff Peterson
With Tony off to Africa next Friday it was time to have a change of the Zoom Production Team. Alastair
took on the Zoom host role and Robert manned the camera for the service.
With an extra laptop free to use, we set it up in the vestibule so that members in church could talk
easily to those at home (or on their motorbikes!) on Zoom.
Now more people are returning to worship in church it’s particularly important that we hold our whole
worshipping family together and we were pleased that quite a few people used the vestibule laptop to
chat to those on Zoom. We want to develop this further and encourage as many people as possible
to get used to chatting.
Geoff led our worship and started
by reading Psalm 23.
Heather delivered the two Bible
readings from Acts Chapter 4
vs 5-12, and the First Letter of
John, Chapter 3 vs 16-24.

So Geoff’s task was to find the thread to draw these three reading together.
Psalm 23 expresses David’s simple and total trust in God to keep him safe.
The back story for the Acts passage is Peter and John going to the temple to pray, finding a lame
man lying on the floor and commanding him in the name of Jesus Christ to get up and walk – which
he did. The people are amazed, but Peter takes them to task and tells them that his power comes
from Jesus, who they had handed over to the authorities.
As Geoff told us, the temple authorities by this time were primarily concerned with
maintaining law and order under a nervous Roman oversight. The priesthood was a
hereditary order, concerned with maintaining their position and “job for the boys”.
So not surprisingly Peter & John were arrested and brought before the high priesthood.
Geoff asked us to reflect that only a few days earlier Peter had run away and disowned Jesus. Now,
after the Holy Spirit had come upon him, he is confident, articulate, and courageous – knowing the
likely outcome of his actions and putting his life in the hands of his Lord. He tells the priesthood to
their faces that he has done what he has done in the name of Jesus Christ, that Jesus is alive, raised
by God and that salvation is through him. The priesthood has no part in this.
John’s letter is to a church having trouble with different ideas about resurrection. He tells them to
focus on love. Love is the cross, helping the needy, looking after their neighbours. They must believe
that Jesus is the son of God. They should love the Lord their God with all their heart and mind and
soul and their neighbour as themselves.
So the thread is the comfort, the courage and the strength that comes from belief, putting our trust
in Jesus, and loving the Father.
Your can view the Service video at Services | Potters Bar United Reformed Church (pottersbarurc.org).
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The Picture Gallery on Sunday
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Christian Aid Week 10 - 16th May 2021
As May rolls around again, our thoughts inevitably turn to Christian Aid Week which this year highlights
the impact that global warming is having on water supplies in poorer countries.
Rainfall that once was plentiful, as in Kenya, is now more sporadic affecting crops and fruit bearing
trees so that life for many has become even harder. For months at a time there is drought so that
water has to be fetched from further away necessitating long and possibly dangerous journeys on
foot, and maybe on an empty stomach. When it does rain, often it is heavier than it used to be so
that there can be danger of flooding, while the threat from coronavirus has made the irregularity of
water even more critical where regular handwashing is essential.
To counter this, many communities are building earth dams to retain as much of the water as possible.
With a reliable source of water, people would be free from long painful journeys and able to grow
vegetables as well as protect themselves from coronavirus.
Your gifts this Christian Aid Week could help to make a better water supply a reality for a struggling
community.
£20 could buy four taps at a water point at a dam where families can collect water
£60 could buy ten bags of cement to help a community build an earth dam
To donate, please either use an envelope available in the church and place in the plate on Sunday
or, if you prefer, make an online payment to the Church bank account. If this is your choice please
telephone Alastair Maclean (Tel: 01707 653636) or the Treasurer (Tel: 01707 654165) for further
details. Thank you!

										Alastair Maclean

2020 by Pam Ayres
I’ve been to other countries where you pray you don’t get sick
Where if you’re taken ill, no kindly ambulance comes quick
No motorbiking paramedic roaring through the rubble,
Where if you have no cash to pay then, mister, your’re in trouble
We have a kinder system which is comforting to all,
It strives for our well-being, be we elderly or small,
With expertise, professional, extended countrywide,
So, in an emergency, a world is at our side:
Consultants and anaesthetists and those who man the door,
Specialists and surgeons and the folk who mop the floor,
The porters and the nursing staff who labour night and day,
And never ask the patient if they have the means to pay.
A plague has come, a plague that’s new, yet old, as old as time,
Formented out of suffering, and cruelty, and grime,
With unimagined images which linger in the head,
Refrigerated trailers for the storage of the dead.
With calm and regulated care, staff with one accord,
Though fearing for their families, are working on the ward,
Where end-of-life care nurses, in their strange protective dress,
Hold a fading hand to dull the pain of loneliness.
Thanks to every doctor, every midwife, every nurse
Every single worker in the fight for life immersed
Whatever God you recognise, may your endeavours bless,
Sending love and gratitude to you. The NHS.

