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The magazine of Potters Bar United Reformed Church

Christmas Services
6th December at 11.00 - Toy & Gift Service
led by Mr John Wainwright
24th December at 23.30 - Christmas Eve Service
led by Mr David Ramsay & Mr Tony Corfe
(if justiﬁed by numbers)
25th December at 10.30 - Christnas Day Service
led by Reverend David Aplin
(All these Services will be Church/Zoom hybrids)

The News - December/January 2021

Page 1

Dear friends
Well, we are now back in our second “Lockdown” with limited opportunities to go out, to meet friends
and family – and of course to worship together. The restrictions are not quite as draconian as for the
Lockdown in March but maybe a bit more demoralising coming after a period where infections in the
community were low and things seemed to be easing up. The recent news that two vaccines are
showing excellent efficacy in large scale trials looks like some light at the end of the tunnel - but it is
still quite a long tunnel!
Our hybrid Church & Zoom Service model has served us well. We were beginning to see members
returning to church for socially distanced worship, though some chose to continue to worship from
home. Now, though we can still stream parts of the Service from the church, as a community we are
all at home again. We’ve got used to the technological challenges of Zoom and the chat sessions
seem to suggest we are in quite good spirits. And we enjoy the participation of people who now live
too far away to be with us physically, as well as friends overseas.
We don’t know what will be allowed after December 2nd but have a Zoom Lunchtime Recital and a
Carol Concert in the planning as we look forward to Christmas.
Taking stock, we know that whilst infection levels in our local community are a lot higher than in the
summer (about 100 per 100,000 now compared to around 10per 100,000 then) we are still blessed
with relatively low numbers compared with some parts of the country. Treatment for Covid-19 has
improved significantly, and we are also much more aware of the risks from mental health pressures
and the neglect of other important health issues. We are all someway down the road to “New Normal”,
assessing and balancing infection risks against the need to have a lifestyle that sustains our mental
and physical health and meets our individual needs.
I was particularly taken with Mike Findley’s words some weeks ago. Living the more “distributed”
lifestyle that Covid requires of us, we should not lose hope or feel depressed. As Christians we can still
stand out, walking with God, going calmly and with strength about our lives, looking for opportunities
to help others and to serve.
David Aplin encourages us to think about the role of our church as the future brightens again. As we
look for opportunities to serve and share His word, “What can I do?” and making renewal a ‘whole of
church activity’ will be a part of fulfilling God’s purpose for each of us.
We do not expect to be favoured but believe that God will put his hands around us and enable us to
withstand whatever happens to us.

									Robert Hillyard
									On behalf of the Elders
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“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father....I am in the Father,
and the Father is in me”....

John 14: 9-11

One of the many stories surrounding school
Nativity Plays is the one in which the small
shepherds, in dressing gowns and tea towels,
and leading sheep covered in hearth rugs
stumble onto the stage to knee around the baby
Jesus.
The shepherds encouraged by their teacher in
rehearsal to use their own words to act out the
story are quiet for a moment. They shuffle and
look at each other, then they look at the baby.
One speaks. “Oh! He does look like his Dad,”
he says.
A phase he’d heard his mother say as she admired a neighbour’s new baby. The audience smiled,
but behind the fun and the giggles, there was a real truth. Jesus did look like his Dad.
His whole life, his words and actions, was meant to show us what God was like. To tell us that God
is not way above the clouds in some divine shopping centre, which is as near to heaven as some of
us can imagine, but is down here on earth with us waiting to enter our lives.
Looking at Jesus we can learn a lot about love and forgiveness, and a complete commitment to other
people. And when we change the looking at to following, He offers us the strength to live more
positively and to become more “like His Dad.”
									Eddie Askew

								
Thoughts for the Day		
														

Church Officers and Elders
Minister: Vacancy
Serving Elders
Tony Corfe		661160
Janet Green		657848
Robert Hillyard
654165
Alastair Maclean
653636
Janet O’Connor
856967		
David Ramsay		647300
Secretary

David Ramsay
Tel: 01707 647300

Treasurer

Robert Hillyard
Tel: 01707 654165

Lettings Officer

Jane Wood
Mobile: 07879 687569

Premises
Manager

Caroline Sutherland
Mobile: 07411 961770

Chairman
Frank Palmer
Premises &
01707 873179
Finance
Committee		

The News - December/january 2021

Page 3

Church Family
For his opening and closing music today Stephen Jones played us two of the pieces he’d played at
his stepdaughter Frances’ wedding the previous Friday. Paula has shared a couple of pictures that I
thought you would like to see.

*

*

*

*

Many Congratulations to Ella McElligott, who is Eileen Porter’s grandaughter. Having passed a degree in
Theology and Religion, she has now obtained a First Master’s Degree in Criminology at Durham University.
She has also passed a Final Assessment for the Metrolpolitan Police and has been offered a place as a
Trainee Detective. Well done Ella !!

*

I have just had a word with Heather
and she says that Geoff is doing
really well, is walking without a
stick and has managed a flight
of stairs in Frinton. (They live in
a bungalow in Potters Bar). She
says he is 75% normal !!

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

We were sorry to hear that Marian
has to have another foot operation
as the first was not successful.
Most inconvenient for her as she
will not be able to drive for six
weeks. She will be staying with
her son while she recuperates.

*

*

*

*

Like so many of our congregation, I
will be having a cataract operation
in the near future. I have the preassessment on Thursday, 26th,
so hopefully the operation will be
soon thereafter. (Janet)

*

*

*

*

We are very sad to report that today we heard that
Ken Smithson died peacefully in his sleep (21st
November). We send our love and prayers to Lilla
and the family. Under the circumstances we await
more information from their daughters.
We have received this note from Rod Chilcot.
It is with real sadness that we hear of Ken’s death. Over the years Anne and I formed
a strong bond with them and visited their home many times for tea and a review of the vegetable
patch. Ken liked to supply my seedling tomato plants and to talk about his clocks and their motorcycling
days when they were courting in Crouch End. (We all have lovely memories of these dear people)
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Zoom Service - Revd David Aplin
We were grateful to David for leading our worship despite the crises that he
faced within his family circle – some of which he shared with us during the
Service. David is marked by his real-life experiences which for him underpin his
unswerving belief in the power of God, his existence as a person, his love for
us and the certainty of resurrection. This came over in his Talk and his Sermon,
which was on Matthew 22, vv 34-40.
David expressed sympathy for the way the press hounded our politicians daily,
drawing a parallel to the challenges Jesus faced, without perhaps mentioning that Jesus’s preaching represented
a more profound “turning on its head” of Jewish religious beliefs than anything our politicians get up to today.
So an attack and an attempt to trap Jesus with a question by a teacher of the Law was perhaps unsurprising,
but elicited an answer about “the greatest commandment” that is as much a challenge to us today as it was to
the Pharisees then.
David recognised the difficulty that many have in “loving the Lord God with all your heart, soul and mind”
because their understanding of what God is is nebulous. Loving neighbours as we love ourselves is a much
easier concept – albeit not always an easy one to follow – because neighbours are people like us. We know
what we are dealing with. So his strong belief, supported by real life experience, in God as a loving person,
ready to help us and overlook our warts is for David the starting point and the key to fulfilling The Greatest
Commandment.
The edited video is at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/

Zoom Service - Mike Findley
A very thought-provoking address from Mike at a time when we are about to
go into lockdown again and will not be able (or so it appears at the moment)
to worship in church for a number of weeks.
In the readings - Micah 3: vv 5-12 and Matthew 23: vv 1-12, Micah and Jesus
were both critical of the behaviour of the leaders of the time - prophets and
Pharisees in the two readings. Each reading had been “edited” later with
the benefit of hindsight. Micah reflected on the loss of the Jewish homeland
and exile to Babylon. Matthew was written at a time when the Christian Church in Jerusalem was at odds
with a Pharisee teaching centre on the coast.
These edited messages included examples of ’wrong theology’. The Jewish kingdoms were rich and
powerful at times when they worshipped a number of gods, including Baal. Invasion and loss of their
lands came at a time when a particularly devout king ruled. Quite a few Pharisees were also critical of the
behaviour of some of their members.
Put aside the negative criticism and another theme emerged, that of the behaviour expected of those who
would lead by example – to be humble, to serve, to walk with God - and not to look for praise or even for
acknowledgement of their works. This for Mike applies equally for us. So a saint is someone who seeks
out the opportunities to serve, doesn’t show off or look to be greeted in the street as if important. We
should not expect to be favoured, to be spared getting the coronavirus or becoming unemployed because
of our beliefs. God has a purpose for us and will help us fulfil that purpose.
We should not lose hope or feel depressed, ‘New Normal’ will be different and there will be no going back.
We are all likely to live a more distributed lifestyle. We should pray for God to put his hands around us and
enable us to withstand whatever happens to us. As we seek opportunities to serve, people will see we
are coping and ask why this is. Walking with God, we show strength and calmness as we face the future.
Maybe others will want this too?
You can view the video of the Services at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
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The Twelve Days of Christmas
A Partridge in a pear tree - Jesus Christ (a mother partridge feigns
injury to draw predators away from her babies.
2 - Turtle Doves - The Old and New Testaments
3 - French Hens - Faith, Hope and Charity
4 - Calling Birds - the Four Gospels and/or the Four Evangelists
5 - Gold Rings - The first Five Books of the Old Testament
6 - Geese a-laying - the six days of creation
7 - Swans a-swimming - the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the seven sacrements
8 - Maids a-milking - the eight beatitudes
9 - Ladies Dancing - the nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit
10 - Lords a-leaping - The Ten Commandments
11 - Pipers Piping - the eleven faithful apostles
12 - Drummers Drumming - the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle’s Creed.

Keep in touch
The world is in a sorry
state
Of gloom and doom and
strife,
It’s hard but we must try
to see
The sunny side of life
Pick up the phone to
ring a friend
And share a joke or two,
There’s nothing much to
chat about,
With nothing much to do.

Enjoy a walk out in the
sun,
Or even in the rain,
Just get fresh air before
it’s time
To isolate again.

Try cooking up a unique
meal
With what is left in
store,
But don’t be
disappointed if
Nobody asks for more.
Let’s hope that life will
soon return
To what it used to be,
Then this existence of
today
Will be just history.
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Recital by Michael Broadway - Pianola

We welcomed Michael Broadway to play his Pianola at our second Autumn Lunchtime Recital.
Michael has a Steinway Grand ‘Pianola’ piano like this at home but uses his ‘Push-up’ for concerts.
Michael gave us explanations on how a Pianola works and what it takes to become a “Pianolist”. At
its simplest, just working the foot pedals will play the music on the paper rolls. The vacuum created by
the bellows (connected to the foot pedals) drives the rollers and as the paper passes over the tracker
bar each small inrush of air through a hole in the paper roll is amplified in two pneumatic stages to
sufficient strength to operate the mechanical fingers to strike the keyboard.
A Pianolist uses different movements of the foot pedals to affect the volume of sound, sharp movements
of the pedals increasing the volume. Levers below the paper roll mechanism control the rate that
the paper advances over the tracker bar (RHS), the sustain pedal (LHS) and in the centre the twin
levers which allow the Pianolist to pick out the melody and make it sing.
An experienced Pianolist can read the music from the holes in the paper roll, but Michael makes his
own annotations on the rolls to reflect the additional information you would find on a musical score.
All in all, a great recital, an impressive demonstration of artistry, and a fascinating insight into the
blending of musical skill and technology to create a memorable experience. Thank you Michael.
You can watch a video of the recital (and the set-up procedure) at https://pottersbarurc.org/latestnews-2-2/
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We are very happy to welcome Gina back again
to our Church

RECITAL
GINA KRUGER
9 December 2020 at 12.30
Chopin and Mendelssohn

Frederic Chopin (1810-1849)
		

Two Nocturnes Op. 48:

No.1 C minor

‘		

Raindrop’ Prelude

		

Etude Op. 10 No. 3 “Chanson de l’ adieu”

No. 2 F-sharp minor

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
		

Prelude and Fugue in E minor Op. 35, No.1

‘		 Restlessness’ from Songs without Words Op.19 No.5
		

Scherzo in E minor Op.16 No.2

Chopin
		

Fantasy in F minor Op. 49
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A D V E N T
The Advent wind begins to stir
With sea-like sounds in our Scotch fir
Its dark at breakfast, dark at tea
And in between we only see
Clouds hurrying across the sky
And rain-wet roads the wind blows dry
And branches bending to the gale
Against great skies all silver-pale
The world seems travelling into space,
And travelling at a faster pace
Than in the leisured summer weather
When we and it sit out together
For now we feel the world spin round
On some momentous journey bound Journey to what? to whom? to where?
The Advent bells call out “Prepare,
Your world is journeying to the birth
Of God made Man for us on earth.”

And how, in fact, do we prepare
For the great day that waits us there The twenty-fifth day of December,
The birth of Christ? For some it means
An interchange of hunting scenes
On coloured cards. And I remember
Last year I sent out twenty yards,
Laid end to end, of Christmas cards
To people that I scarcely know They’d sent a card to me, and so
I had to send one back. Oh dear!
Is this a form of Christmas cheer?
Or is it, which is less surprising,
My pride gone in for advertising?
The only cards that really count
Are that extremely small amount
From real friends who keep in touch
And are not rich but love us much.
Some ways indeed are very odd
By which we hail the birth of God

We raise the price of things in shops,
We give plain boxes fancy tops
And lines which traders cannot sell
Thus parcelled go extremely well.
We dole out bribes we call a present
For business reasons. Our defence is
These bribes are charged against expenses
And bring relief in Income Tax.
Enough of these unworthy cracks!
“The time draws near the birth of Christ”.
A present that cannot be priced
Given two thousand years ago.
Yet if God had not given so
He still would be a distant stranger
And not the Baby in the manger.			
			

Thanks to John Betjeman (1955)
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A thoughtful and quietly emotional Remembrance Service led by Mr
Martyn Macphee. We all stood in silence for 2 minutes at home at 11.00
remembering the sacrifice of the fallen.
The Lectionary Reading (Matthew 25, vv 1-13 – The Parable of the
Ten Young Women) might have seemed a little out of place for a
Remembrance Service, but being spiritually prepared for death – as for
the Second Coming – was important for many soldiers in the trenches,
as their conversations with their chaplains testified. And none could
know the time of their death just as we cannot know when Jesus will
come again.
The Parable drew strongly on wedding customs of the Middle East, still
widely practiced today. Not knowing the time of the wedding required forethought and preparation (in
terms of containers with extra lamp oil). If that is the message for us as well, the idea that not being
ready at the time of the Second Coming – a time for repentance and a time when it is too late! – will
see us shut out of heaven permanently does not fit easily with our belief in a loving and forgiving
God – but as we have heard on many occasions it’s one of those things we’ll only find out for sure
when it happens!
Being ready spiritually for the Second Coming as for our own deaths requires preparation. Martyn told
us this was not a ‘box ticking’ or ‘ jumping through hoops’ exercise. Rather we needed to accept and
believe what Jesus has done for us and let him set the direction of our lives.

Zoom Service - Reverend David Aplin
When David told us on Friday he was going to wear his Pilots hat, I
think we had visions of the Virgin adverts with a couple of gorgeous
blonds on either side of a handsome pilot captain – but it was not
to be.
David wore his Pilots cap as a badge of honour for many years
involvement with the youth group at his church in Borehamwood. The URC church may have fused
with another, but the youth group continues to operate in the local Baptist church. Pilots had provided
David with many hours of stimulating involvement – not least in preparing the religious elements of
each session’s proceedings.
His thoughts on the Bible Reading, Matthew 25 vv 14-30 – The Parable of the Talents in the NIV –
were very much about our talents - gifts from God – and how we should use them in our lives. He
believes that when life returns more to normal (post-Covid) there will be a great appetite for communal
activities - including worship. We should be using
our talents (and our golden coins too?) to plan for the
renewal of our church when that time comes.
High five – I managed to switch to the webcam!
You can watch the Service video on our website at
https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
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Joy to the world the Lord is come!
This is the last PB News of the year 2020 and what a strange year it has turned out to be! It has almost progressed
from lock-down to lock-down with a short respite for the Summer months – and no summer holidays to break
the monotony, either.
By the time that this copy is in your hands we should be out of our second isolation period (it ends December
2nd if we are lucky) and Advent will have begun. The second Sunday of Advent is December 6th, and so the period
of Advent will have started already on 29th November. The anticipation of the Birth of a saviour will have been
greeted in isolation and within Zoom Worship arrangements.
Advent is traditionally a time of joy and of wonder within the Christian Church because we celebrate the coming
of our Lord. Jesus came into our world as a baby, as a human person, and ready to share the pains, sorrows, and
joys that we experience. ‘’Joy to the World’’ is one of my favourite Christmas songs, although we do not sing it
as often as the more usual Christmas Carols. The song continues
‘’ let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare Him room,
and heaven and nature sing !’’
Yes, it is telling us to prepare for His coming and make room in our hearts for Him.
Joy to the world is an older hymn, written by Isaac Watts. It was published in 1719. and inspired by the words
of Psalm 98. The tune that I know from my youth is both beautiful and gentle – not ‘’boppy’’ as some later
renderings will have it sung. I can remember it being sung by a choir with chimes as the accompaniment. That
was modern, then!
Advent is the time in our year when we celebrate the birth of Jesus into our world and this year we should
celebrate it with Joy whatever our national condition is. The facts, then, of His coming are written in the Gospel
accounts, principally Luke, Matthew and Mark; John is a different Gospel; it was written with the purpose of
giving us more spiritual insights into the life of Jesus, rather than the chronology; it does not record his birth.
So, let us immerse ourselves in some of the Joy of Christmas and Advent.
What of the time of His coming?
Luke in his ‘’carefully studied and orderly account’’ is very precise about dating the events that he describes
to Theophilus. The birth of Jesus is preceded by the birth of John (known as the Baptist) and Luke tells us of the
timing as ‘’during the time when Herod was King of Judea’’, and that Jesus was born ‘’at the time that Emperor
Augustus ordered a Census (the first Census) throughout the Roman Empire and Quirinius was Governor of
Syria’’. A precise dating in time, indeed.
What of the annunciation of the Birth?
Again, John comes first and both his father, Zechariah, and his mother, Elizabeth, ‘’lived good lives in God’s
sight’’ and both were from priestly families. Zechariah did not believe the visiting angel and was struck dumb for
a while as a result. Jesus birth to Mary was announced six months into the pregnancy of Elizabeth the mother
to be of John and both ladies were kinsfolk. A celestially planned event.
What of the destiny of the babies ?
John was to be the forerunner of Jesus; Jesus was to be the anticipated Messiah of Judaism and the Saviour
of mankind. The gospels of Matthew and of Mark contain some other details of the Christmas story. Matthew
tells of the genealogy of Jesus; of the shepherds and the star, and the subsequent flight of the holy family into
Egypt. Mark does not record the Christmas story but starts with the public ministry of Jesus. However he gives
us two lovely pointers about who Jesus is, and his ‘’Son-ship’’. The Gospel begins with the statement that ‘’this
Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 10
is the Good News about Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God’’. Then throughout the narrative Mark quotes Jesus as
saying about himself as being the ‘’Son of Man’’ who came to give his life to set people free from their sin. The
person of ‘’Son’’ is not in doubt and He had a defined predestined purpose, indeed.
What of the gift of Christmas to the World?
Herein lies the Truth of the Good News; Jesus came to us as predicted by the Old Testament prophets, He would
tell us of the fatherhood of God and his grace in sending his son to us. Both the world and organised religion
would reject Him and he would die a terrible death at the hands of mankind. His death was to Atone for the sins
of us all – if we trust in him to do so. A mighty Gift of Grace.
What of the Truth of the Gift of Christmas?
The Festival of Christmas is a wonderful time in its own right yet we must not lose sight of the ultimate purpose
which is the Resurrection of Jesus at Eastertide. Therein lies YOUR salvation, if you so choose. The message of
Christmas, then, is that Jesus was born for you as a result of God’s love for you. What an amazing gift, that the
Creator of the mighty, infinite Universe, and who designed and understands the mathematics of its workings,
cares about You.
An amazing Truth and Gift, indeed.
Christmas is a time for the giving and the receiving of Gifts, I wish you many this Christmas and a wonderful
Christmas time albeit in rather strange circumstances. May I wish you the Gift of Assurance at this Christmastide?
- and a final thought from the letter to the Hebrews (Ch 11, vs. 1)
‘’Now, Faith is confidence in what we hope for
and Assurance about what we do not see’’
									Geoffrey Peterson
					Joy to the World
			
Joy to the world the Lord is come
			
Let earth receive her King;
			
Let every heart prepare him room,
			
And heaven and nature sing,
			
And heaven and nature sing,
			
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
			
Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns;
Let us their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders, of His love.
						Isaac Watts 1674-1748 alt
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Dear Potters Bar United Reformed Church ,
Calvary greetings to you all in the blessed name of our Lord Jesus.
It is a wonderful blessing to write this letter to appreciate each one of you who
managed to give towards our church roof replacement, the support for the teachers
salaries and the orphanage school here in Uganda. The believers and the orphans
are praying for you.
Your support and prayers are highly appreciated. I know you have given in time
like this when everything is unpredictable due to the covid19 pandemic. But your
generosity will be rewarded by the Lord Jesus Christ.
I also want to thank God for my friends Tony and Barbara for accepting to be used
to be our fundraisers for Uganda and Zambia in particular. Your faithfulness and
abilities to make the needs known to people who can help is such a great gift and
talent for the kingdom of God. Keep the good work brothers and sisters in Christ
Jesus.
The roof is now completed and we will be soon resuming church services in a
couple of weeks. We still call upon your prayers for two new metallic doors, eight
metallic windows and 90 bags of cement for plastering the walls of the church.
Thank you so very much for loving the people of God in Africa. Looking forward to
visiting you soon God willing.

Pastor Kenneth and Hope Bamuleke
(Hope is the wife of Pastor Kenneth)

A few words of thanks from Katombora, Zambia:
Funds provided by the Zambian Community Church Project
after the UCZ church in Katombora was finished in 2016.

Dear Tony, At the latest by this year December I will complete my 3 year course of Clinical Medicine. I
will be a qualified Clinical Officer with a Diploma in Clinical Medicine and all thanks goes to all the people
who made this possible by helping me financially. Because of your help when I start work, hopefully next
year, I'm going to be a primary health care provider and I believe I will help a lot of people suffering from
different health conditions. This is possible due to the monetary help I got which made for me a dream
come true from the very first day in January 2018 when I received the first money grant. Just from that
month I have been equipped with knowledge and skills to be a good health practitioner. Thank you for
making my dream come true & through your help I'm now a productive Zambian Health worker.
I'm mostly looking forward to gaining more work experience in the medical field and maybe just after
working for about a year or two I will go back to school to specialize in Obstetrics. I have been inspired at
how obstetricians help to save the lives of pregnant women and their babies by doing a caesarean section
operation. This is what I am looking forward to specializing in.
God Bless you Tony and Barbara and all others who have helped me.
Bruce Jpau, Katombora,
Livingstone, Zambia.
Note from Tony: Bruce is the most wonderful young man who will make an excellent doctor. He has a
good bedside manner and all of his patients will have faith in his advice. He also has the most amazing
singing voice. I could arrange to send a recording link if anyone let’s me know. The Initiative has provided
the funds as a loan to Bruce’s father so that he could start each term knowing that the funding was there.
His father is repaying minus a grant in each of the 3 years of his study.
Dear Tony, I am writing to inform you about how I am doing at school and to also inform you about the
plans, or rather, what I intend to do after school, beginning in January 2021 as I wait for my results.
School has been fine, my teachers are all nice and I enjoy learning all the subjects but especially Maths. I
have really been studying very hard for my Grade 12 exams and this will be seen from my performance
results this term. I am a Prefect in charge of my dormitory and I have other responsibilities also.
I want to do study a short course for ICT before the school results are out at the beginning of January, so that
I can also be able to earn some money to add to the Initiative funds to help others, and if not I would like to
run a simple business like selling clothes or something else.
God bless you and stay long. Yours faithfully, Kamuji Eness, Katombora, Livingstone, Zambia.
Note from Tony: Eness is a lovely young lady who has grown up in the village of Katombora and attends
the UCZ church which we helped to build. Her school teacher first asked for help when Eness scored 100%
on her maths paper but her aged grandmother had no money to send her to school. We have provided the
funds for her to achieve her Grade 12 certificate. Part of Eness’s future may be in our hands.
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THANK YOU !!
Thank you !!
Thanks again!!
Total Raised: £1151 … Brilliant, Brilliant, Brilliant
It is truly amazing what has been provided by members of our church. Three weeks ago we were
asked to assist a church attached to an orphanage in Jinja, Uganda. There was a storm at the end of
September and their corrugated roof was completely blown off. Together with help from a church in
Kansas, Potters Bar URC has managed to raise the balance amount to have a new roof added to the
th
brick walls of the church. The work was started last Monday 9 November. I am told that it will be
finished within a few days and worship will be taking place again inside at the beginning of December.
Not only did we raise enough for the roof (£951 including Gift Aid), but specific donations were made
to pay for some teacher time at the school…. Enough for 4 months of teacher’s salary ….. and also
through specific donations £150 was given for their children’s annual Christmas Party…. Usually
about 300 orphans are given food and a present.
There is never enough to go around even with this generous support, but those in the Ugandan
congregation will at least be dry should God send rain on any Sunday.
If anyone would like to be part of the regular fund-raising and giving for this orphanage in Uganda,
or for the school fees of students in Zambia, please do talk to Tony Corfe. Every pound in its entirety
will be given to known people. Nothing is lost in transit.
A relatively small amount from us can make a huge difference.
Thank you Potters Bar United Reformed Church.
At the s

Thanks to Bob, a church
in Kansas has
provided enough money
to supply
200 pairs of shoes
and 200 mattresses
for the orphans at the
school and church.

	
  

Plus a contribution to
the roof.

A message from Pastor Kenneth:
Tony, we are totally overwhelmed by the hand of God over the
roofing of this church. According to the Covid situation in your
country I didn’t expect what I see now. God is great. Thank you for
the great idea to share the needs that we have here in Jinja.
God Bless you all in Potters Bar. Pastor Kenneth Bumaleke.
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Zoom Service - Revd John Mackerness
John is a member of the multi-faith Chaplaincy team
at Heathrow and the airport is coming to terms with
much reduced throughput and an expectation that
things won’t really get back to normal until 2025. Lots
of job losses and worried people to care for.
In John’s sermon, based on Matthew 25 “The Final
Judgement”, he noted that the judgement was not
based on how faithful people were or how they
worshipped but whether they were compassionate.
He felt that many faiths incorporated an essential
trait of humanity – to be compassionate – to respond with help to those in need and not
ignore them.
To help people you first had to listen to them to find out what they really needed:
sometimes just listening was sufficient. Those in Matthew were outcasts and what
mattered was to treat them like human beings and not to judge them.
He acknowledged that helping can make us vulnerable and put us at risk. In his role,
he routinely makes risk assessments and is sometimes questions whether some people
are really in need. He has found that in many churches it is not the Elders or specially
chosen people but ordinary people who feel called by God to help people - by word, deed,
and prayer.
All those who care help put the church at the centre of the community, with Christ at
its head.
John feels that there is something of both the sheep and the goat in all of us. So as
one who has always wondered what God has against goats – much more intelligent and
independent than sheep – John’s view that even goats can be redeemed by loving God is
a comfort. There is still time to change!
You can watch the edited Service video at Services | Potters Bar United Reformed Church (pottersbarurc.org)

An Alternative Carol
Hark! the herald angels sing
Health & safety is our thing
We’re all miles apart
Which doesn’t help the singer’s art
Joyful isn’t what we’re feeling
Carols don’t seem so appealing
Frankly it’s an uphill task
Singing through a flippin’ mask.

Hark! the herald angels sing
We can scarcely hear a thing
With these things across our faces
Altos may as well be basses
We can’t tell the Christmas story
Sung in all it’s normal glory
Christmas spirit takes a hike
We’re all going off on strike !!
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PULPIT SUPPLY FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY 2021
Dec 6th

Mr John Wainwright (Communion) Toy & Gift Service

Dec 13th

Mrs Anne Walton

Dec 20th

Mr Mike Findley (Communion)

Dec 25th

Reverend David Aplin Christmas Day 10.30am

Dec 27th

Mr Tony Alderman

2021
Jan 3rd		

Reverend John Mackerness (Communion)

Jan 10th

Reverend David Aplin

Jan 17th

Mr Tony Alderman (Communion)

Jan 24th

Canon Richard Osborn (Pulpit Exchange T.B.C.)

Jan 31st

Mr Geoffrey Peterson

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wednesday

9th December

Wednesday

16th December

12.30 pm Recital by Gina Kruger
7.00 pm

City Chamber Choir Concert

2021
Saturday

10th or 17th July

Nurery School/Church B.B.Q.

Sunday

18th July		

Church Anniversary

Saturday

25th September

Church Quiz

Saturday

4th December		

“Open Day”

(All these dates have been pencilled in the Diary but of course at the present time we cannot be
sure of the circumstances applicable on these dates - it is quite exciting to think about

though !!

