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Remembrance Sunday
8th November 2020 at 10.45 am
This Service will be led by Mr Martyn Macphee
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Dear Members and Friends,
Having now taken up the duties of Church Secretary and Elder again, although I think it may
still require your endorsement at a Church Meeting, it has fallen to me, again, to write the
front page of the Newsletter. So here goes!
November is a month for remembrances and thanksgivings, starting off with Remember,
Remember the 5th of November, finishing on 30th November with Remembrance Day for
Victims of Chemical Warfare. In between we also have November 15th as Remembrance
for Victims of Road Traffic Accidents. Also on that day it is remembered in Germany as
Volkstrauertag (People’s Mourning Day) remembering all who have died in armed conflict
military and civilian throughout the world, first celebrated in 1952 . In the USA there is
Thanksgiving Day when the Pilgrim Fathers landed in America on November 23rd and gave
thanks to God for their safe arrival in the New World (400 years ago this month 1620).
However, November is best remembered for the ceasefire on November 11th 1918 when
the guns fell silent on the Western Front ending four long years of slaughter. misery and
death. It was then named Armistice Day, eventually ending up as Remembrance Sunday,
remembering all the casualties of WW11as well, and is celebrated by many other countries
throughout the world.
So where is God in all this remembering? Does he sometimes get forgotten as we go
through all the formal ceremonies? True, many of these are led by our religious leaders. We
remember and ask for God’s forgiveness, which he readily gives us, as he knows the sadness
of death when his son was crucified on the cross on Good Friday .We too have had to learn
to forgive, and our former enemies are now our friends. Forgiveness comes by the grace of
God, witnessed in the sending of his son to our world.
									David Ramsay
									on behalf of the Elders
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....in humility, consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not
only to your own interests, but also to the interest of others.
(Philippians 2:3-4)
As the nurse came in she asked. “How are you this morning?” Then the sister came. “What sort of
a night did you have? Did you get any sleep!” An hour later the surgeon came in and asked, “How
are you feeling today. Everythig going all right?”
And so it went on through the day. My wife, my minister, other visitors. All concerned, caring, following
my progress, either as professionals or friends. All questions about me, my health.
Pretty gratifying in one sense but there was a down side to it, because it all encouraged me to
concentrate on myself. Everything that happened in hospital seemed to revolve round me. And when
anyone came into my room it was very easy to slip into the habit of talking about myself and nothing
else. Once I realised what was happening, whenever anyone came I tried to be first in asking how
they were, and tried to listen to the answer.
Centring your life on yourself isn’t a very good idea. It makes you too selfish. You’ve got to get hold
of something else, some other purpose and look outwards. As Saint Paul, said, “Look not only to
your own interests but also to the interests of others. “It’s not always easy to do it, but when Paul
wrote that he was in prison for his faith, that’s a lot worse than being in hospital.

Church Officers and Elders
Minister: Vacancy
Serving Elders
Tony Corfe		
Janet Green		
Robert Hillyard
Alastair Maclean
Janet O’Connor
David Ramsay		

661160
657848
654165
653636
856967		
647300

Secretary

David Ramsay
Tel: 01707 647300

Treasurer

Robert Hillyard
Tel: 01707 654165

Lettings Officer

Jane Wood
Mobile: 07879 687569

Premises
Manager

Caroline Sutherland
Mobile: 07411 961770

Chairman
Frank Palmer
Premises &
01707 873179
Finance
Committee		

The News - November 2020

Page 3

Church Family
I have just spoken to Megan. She had a bad experience last Thursday. Firstly she got stuck in the
lift at Potters Court and was there for half an hour and as no one came to help she pressed the alarm
button and the Fire Brigade eventually released her. Later that day she had taken money out of the
hole in the wall at Nationwide, and a woman standing by grabbed her money. She was of course very
shaken by both episodes and we send Megan our love. She phoned the police later and they said it
was a common occurrence, so please everyone do be aware when you are using these machines.

* * * *
Congratulations to Stephen and Paula Jones and family.
Stephen has become grandfather for the third time, Ellis was born on 11th October, a brother for
Arthur Edward who will be three on 7th November, born to younger daughter Lisa and husband Sam
Bussey. Elder daughter Helen and husband Adam Jones have a son Jacob who was one on 19th
September. Both families live in Sheffield.
Frances Havercroft, Paula’s daughter, will be marrying Maxwell Bendall on 30th October at
Orchardleigh House, Frome, Somerset. We wish them a very happy Wedding Day albeit with the
restrictions in that area at the time.

* * * *
Preachers throughout November
1st Mr Mike Findley
8th Mr Martyn Macphee
15th Revd David Aplin
22nd Revd John Mackerness
29th Ms Lilian Evans

Geoff Peterson now has a
definite date for his hip operation
which is 23rd October. He
expects to be in hospital for 3/4
days. We send our love and
prayers that you will recover
quickly Geoff.

The next two Lunchtime recitals are on 4th November with Michael Broadway
(details on page 9 and on our website) and 2nd December with Gina Kruger
(more details in due course). Put the dates in your diary before relaxing
and listening to Alan’s recital – and watching his hands! You won’t be
disappointed!
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Recital by Alan Dorn
We were delighted to welcome Alan Dorn back to start our
Autumn season of Lunchtime Recitals and if you were in the
Church, as a few of us were, you would have had a really great
concert which was a privilege to experience. It was simply
enthralling!

His programme was as follows:Au lac de Wallenstadt from Annees de Pelerinage,
Premiere Annee, Suisse (1855)				

Franz Liszt (1811-1886)

Hark, Hark the Lark (1838) transcribed from song by Franz Schubert(1797-1828)
Petrarch Sonnet No 123 from Annees de Pelerinage, Deuxieme Annee. Italie (1858)
Scherzo from a Midsummer Night’s Dream (1933)
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy		
								(1809-1847) transcribed by
								Sergei Rachmaninov (1873-1943)
Three Preludes				

Claude Debussy (1862-1918)

La fille aux cheveux de lin
Feuilles mortes
La danse du Puck
Ballade no.4 op. 52 			

		

Frederyk Chopin (1810-1849)

Sadly (and I have run through parts of the Zoom recording),
those at home had a much less satisfactory experience. The
video stream seems to have been fine (a bit of camera flare
when the sun shone) except when one Zoom viewer took over
the video feed, despite her microphone being muted. Only by
asking her to leave and re-join the recital could we get the
video stream back to Alan.
There were also problems with the sound, which seemed to
come and go – something for which I have no explanation at
the moment and can only apologise for.
I was able to record directly to the camera in parallel with the
Zoom recording, so if you would like to relive the parts you missed, please go to our website at
https://pottersbarurc.org/latest-news-2-2/
											Robert Hillyard
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Zoom Service - Martyn Macphee
Today we welcomed Martyn Macphee to lead our worship. Martyn may
be a new face for some of us, but he has led our worship on at least
one occasion over the years. A serious face, difficult for the camera
to capture, but powerful and thought-provoking words in his prayers
and address.
Martyn and Frank Palmer took us one stage further in our process of
bringing worship back into our church and could talk directly to the
handful of members who had come into the church to worship and
attend the Church Meeting that followed. We formally re-opened for
worship on Harvest Sunday, 4th October.
Martyn’s address gave us his reflections on the third reading, Matthew 21 vv 23-32 – the Question
about Jesus’ authority, and the Parable of the Two Sons.
Jesus’ words and actions were a challenge to the whole edifice of religious practices that had grown
up and stood in the way of the path to God, so his authority to do this was challenged. The ‘country
boy’ outsmarted the chief priests and elders with a question they could not answer. At the core was
the question of whether he was indeed the Messiah and so entitled to overrule the Church leaders
of the day.
The Parable of the Two Sons was a rebuke aimed at those who by following all the complex rituals
that had grown up felt they were beyond reproach and had no need to repent. People who knew they
were sinful heeded the calls to repent from John the Baptist and Jesus and would enter the Kingdom
of God ahead of the others. There was a clear message to us about how we saw ourselves. Would
we recognise our weaknesses, open our hearts to repentance and change and through Jesus come
closer to God?
You can view the edited video of the service on our website at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/

The church set out in bubbles of three
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Harvest Service - Lilian Evans

This was our first Service with the church open for worship, and 10 people came to the Service in the
church with about 20 people following the Service from home on Zoom. All the Zoom attendees could
be seen on a television screen in the church and the sung Hymns were also provided by Stephen
Jones from home. A traditional Harvest display had been prepared by Albert Waite.
The readings from Isiah 5 and Matthew 21 both dealt with vineyards. We are used to the serial
misbehaviour of the Jews in the Old Testament, and Isaiah used the example of the likely fate of
vines in a vineyard which produced only wild and sour grapes to remind them that the people of
Judah were the vines in the vineyard of the Lord and they were not doing what he expected of them!
In Matthew, Jesus took a slightly different slant on the vineyard theme. In this case the landowner
lets his vineyard to tenants who when the time comes refuse to hand over the agreed share of the
harvest and mistreat and kill the landowner’s servants. When the landowner sends his son – to whom
he believes the tenants will show respect – they kill him as well. Jesus asks what the people think
the landowner will do. The chief priests and the Pharisees knew they were the subject of the parable
and wanted to arrest him but were held back by their fear of the crowds.
Lilian wondered what God sees when he looks at us – does he see what he expected: are we going
to bear fruit? Are we giving back to God the things that belong to him? Like the vineyard owner God
has sent his son to us. Do we respect him and follow his guidance. On the face of it he made it easy
for us, sweeping away so many of the rules that Jews had to follow. But loving God and loving our
neighbours - perhaps not so easy? Lilian shared with us her experiences and the insights that guide
her life. And she suggested we ask ourselves “Is there anything more we could do?”
The edited video is on our website at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
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Zoom Service - Canon Richard Osborn
Well it was not a normal service by any means! Just as we
are getting used to Services back in the church and refining
the way we do things in the hybrid “Church/Zoom” world, we
had a loss of electrical power to a part of Potters Bar so the
internet of our Music/Hymn provider and our Bible reader went
down for pretty well the whole of the Service.
Richard Osborn valiantly offered to sing the hymns for us (we
all knew he has a great singing voice) so we could preserve
the usual format, albeit without the pleasure of the usual
musical introduction and finale. Our sincere thanks to Richard
– a real trouper!
Richard reflected on aspects of ‘New Normal’ following a trip into London (he had felt almost
as excited as his first trip on the Underground as a child) and how we all had to come to
terms with it. We should not forget that God is with us especially in these times. Richard’s
sermon looked mainly at our second reading, Matthew 22 vv 1-14, one of a series of parables
about the Kingdom of Heaven. He noted the poor industrial relations tactics in ‘The Workers
in the vineyard’ and the seemingly unfair treatment of a guest in ‘The parable of the Wedding
Feast’ who had come off the street without his wedding clothes. “The last will be first, and
those who are first will be last” and “Many are invited, but few are chosen” are hard rules to
interpret, particularly for a God who we perceive as loving and ready to forgive, opening the
Kingdom potentially to all. Richard’s interpretation is that whilst open to all, we all have a
responsibility to look into our hearts and do our best to follow God’s laws. As for not being
chosen, this was hard for us to square with our understanding of a loving and compassionate
God, but this was something we would only find out when the time came. For those who
missed it, you can view the Service at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/

Daisies are our silver
Buttercups our gold
This is all the treasure
We can have or hold
Raindrops are our diamonds
And the morning dew
While for shining sapphires
We’ve the speedwell blue
These shall be our emeralds
Leaves so new and green
Roses make the reddest
Rubies ever seen

God who gave these treasures
To your children small
Teach us to love them
And grow like them all
Make us bright as silver
Make us good as gold
Warm as summer roses
Let our hearts unfold
Gay as leaves in April
Clear as drops of dew
God, who made the speedwell
Keep us true to you.
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The Dinner Party
It seemed like such a good idea, a flash of inspiration
To hold a dinner party! Yes, out went the invitations,
A proper dinner party too, traditional and smart,
With all my oldest, dearest friends, the darlings of my
heart.
We’d clear the dining table of each dog-eared
magazine
We’d dust around the skirting boards, the place would
be pristine,
We’d pick up all the clutter. drive the hoover round the
floor,
And see again our carpet after eighteen months or
more.
I’d plan a lovely menu, seven courses at the least,
An absolute abundance, an ambrosia, a feast
With table linen matching and the candles burning
bright,
What a celebration! What a banquet! What a night!
Yeah, Well.
That was then, and this is now, and one thing’s very
clear,
I can’t imagine why I thought this was a good idea,
Today’s the day, tonight’s the night, they’ll be here in
an hour,
I’m absolutely shattered, and I haven’t had a shower.
I haven’t chilled the wine or put the nibbles in a bowl,
I found my silver cutlery, it’s all as black as coal,
I haven’t found the candles, we are making do with
these,
One’s a stump and one is bent at forty-five degrees.
I haven’t folded napkins in sophisticated shapes,
Or beautified a plate of cheese with celery & grapes
I haven’t spent the morning on a floral centrepeace,
And I’m skidding round the kitchen floor on half a
pound of grease.
My husband’s disappeared, I don’t know where he’s
hiding now
He hasn’t helped at all, we’ve had a monumental row
I don’t know where the day has gone
And I’m filled with dread
Forget the conversation I just want to go to bed!

The guests I thought were witty, their
attractiveness has palled,
The men once so enticing, now they’re boring
and they’re bald
The women all are shadows of their former
vibrant selves
They’re all in sizes twenty-four - they used to be
in twelves.
I stupidly asked George, I used to think him quite
a card.
Not meaning to be spiteful, but he’s now a tub of
lard,
He’ll bring his lovely wife, she’ll tell you all about
her back,
One’s morbidly obese and ones a hypochondtiac
I haven’t found the coffee cups, we’ll have to
have the mugs,
The crumble’s looking soggy and the kale was
full of slugs.
The meat is a disaster, under-cooked and full of
blood,
The dog’s pooed on the carpet and I haven’t
done the spuds.
I thought I’d like to do this, but I don’t know
where to start,
I thought I’d like to see them but I’ve had a
change of heart,
Their old recycled stories and voracious
appetites
Forget the darlings of my heart they’re all a
bunch of ****
I meant to be the glam hostess but kiss goodbye
to that
I haven’t changed my frock, I smell attractively of
fat
I’ve done my best, it’s all gone west, I’ve ruined
all the grub,
Too late, here come the **** now. Let’s all go
down the pub.

With thanks to Pam Ayres
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Wednesday 4th November at 12.30
Recital by Michael Broadway - Pianola

Album de Mai Op. 10
Scherzino & Barcarolle

				
Ignacy Paderewski
					
1860 - 1941

Andante & Rondo from Violin Concerto Op.64
Transcribed by Henry Baumer
			
4th Nocturne Op. 36

				
Felix Mendelssohn
			
1809 - 1847
				

Leopold Godowsky 150th Anniversary
Tango Op.165 No.2
Concert Transcription
Rondino (on a Theme by Beethoven)
Concert Transcription
Valse-Idyll Op.14 No.3
Original composition
Perpetuum Mobile (Rondo – Sonata Op.24)
Concert Transcription

				

Chanson Boheme from Bizet’s Carmen
Concert Transcription

				

				
				
				

* * * * *

Gabriel Faure
1845 – 1924
Isaac Albeniz
1860 – 1909
Fritz Kreisler
1875 – 1962
Leopold Godowsky
1870 – 1938
Carl Maria von Weber
1786 – 1826
Maurice Moszkowski
1854 - 1925

Michael Broadway has made a study of Pianola performance for over thirty years, and has played at the Purcell Room,
the Barbican, St Paul’s Cathedral, Guildford Cathedral, St John’s Smith Square and Symphony Hall Birmingham, as
well as broadcasting on Radio 3, Radio 4 and BBC1. Concerts abroad include Rome, Prague, Budapest, and in Venice
for La Biennale di Venezia.
This afternoon he is playing his Orchestrelle Company ‘Push-Up’ Pianola of 1914, coupled to the church’s piano. Many
would think this no different from listening to a CD; simply switch it on and it plays. Reproducing pianos such as the
Duo-Art or the Ampico certainly do this, as they are operated by an electric motor, but the music rolls for those instruments
have been recorded by a pianist, and therefore contain all dynamic and tempo changes encoded into the paper music roll.
Here we have something different. The rolls being played today were made as direct transcriptions of the musical score,
note for note on to graph paper in a mathematical and mechanical way, and require the intervention of a player to coax
a musical performance from the bare notes. If the roll were simply set going, all that would result would be an a tempo
rendition played at the same volume throughout, and the use of the pedals and levers on the instrument assist the player in
avoiding this. Thus it is possible to explore the entire dynamic range of the piano being played, as well as subtle nuances
of tempo rubato.
Today’s performance, as with all live music, will be unique; in the hands (and feet) of another player, the same music
could sound completely different.
For more information please visit www.pianola-part.freeuk.com
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Zoom Service - Anne Walton
Some nice touches from Anne this week – lighting 10 candles during the prayers of intercession
(and holding them up to the camera!) and introducing some sung refrains during the Communion
Liturgy. by Stephen/ Both were implemented seamlessly and added to another excellent Service
from Anne.

Lighting the candles

Thank you Stephen

Anne’s Sermon was a reflection on Matthew 22 vv 15-22 – ‘The Question about paying taxes’.
Although intended as a trick question – and one that got an even trickier answer that confounded
the Pharisees – it challenges us by suggesting that there is a clear divide between the spiritual
and the temporal. The reality is somewhat different and possibly the real challenge for us is to
navigate that fine line where they meet.
You can view the video of the service at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/

Out of the Mouths.........
A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin 5, and Ryan 3.
The boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake.
Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson.
“If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, ‘Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.’
Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, “Ryan, you be Jesus!”

A wife invited some people to dinner. At the table, she turned to their six-year-old daughter
and said, “Dear, would you like to say the blessing?”
“I wouldn’t know what to say,” the girl replied.
“Just say what you hear Mummy say,” the wife answered.
The daughter bowed her head and said, “Lord, why on earth did I invite these people to
dinner?”
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Difficulties- then and nowboth in Philippi and Potters Bar!
Cheer up, friend they said things could be worse, so I cheered up and sure enough things did get worse!
This seems the situation with the pandemic problem at the moment, last month I wrote about a new
beginning, and starting again after the effects of the national lock down which started at the beginning
of the year and now seems likely to return soon. The peak of the ‘daily infection rate’ that we had in
the Spring has passed and it then settled down to a good flat period for the summer. Now it appears
to be rising again rapidly. I fear that the exponential law is upon us again.
At the end of October we had our annual flu injections, it’s made up of a mixture of likely derivatives
of flu that we might encounter this year- its worth noting that the corona virus is probably going to
evolve similarly as it is a similar type and size of entity. Different strains will bring new waves of
infection; I fear that we are not free of this threat into the future. Some forms of the lock down as ways
of combating coronavirus are likely to continue into the future. Enough of gloom!
As a church we collectively decided to try and meet again on the Church premises, yet for the
more elderly the risk appears too great and a home meeting via Zoom is still the best way forward
for many of us. I recognise that for ‘singles’ – people living on their own – their isolation is intolerable
and they do prefer the Church as a meeting place as it is the only place that they can find company
. We, as a church of friends will cater and care for both groups of ‘’at risk ‘’ friends. This is Christian
love for each other.
Heather and I still enjoy ‘church’ within our home and meeting and communing via Zoom is still
a satisfying compromise. Zoom is a new experience in that we seem to meet up with more friends
and folks, and many other folk that live further afield. We are aware that the church reaches further
than the building in Darks Lane! However the price is that we depend on technology to do so. A few
weeks ago we were reminded of this fact when a power failure disrupted the service. I could have got
the generator out - but it still would not have brought back the broadband! Our good friend Richard
Osborn was the officiant at the time and he carried the occasion brilliantly. Suddenly he carried the
duties of organist Stephen, as well as preaching and being worship leader. Thank you, Richard.
The continuing presence of the corona virus brings with it some other long term planning effects
too. Heather and I usually go away over the Christmas period. My feeling is that the Christmas period
is for the children to enjoy within their own family group. We then return in time to join with them over
the New Year. This year we suddenly realised that if we were in France for Christmas then on return
we could be obliged to lock down for two weeks – that is over New Year – and that would be awful!
We are truly living in difficult times. This year we shall be in Potters Bar for the Christmas celebrations!
To return to the Sunday of the power-cut. Our visiting officiants tend to use the lectionary reading
schedule for the day and Richard did likewise. The Gospel reading was from Matthew and the Epistle
reading, a short one, from Paul’s letter to the Philippians. I was to have read both but on the day I
disappeared into darkness. I had prepared for reading beforehand and was particularly struck by the
Epistle reading for that day. It is a well known passage of Scripture; you are probably familiar with it
yourself. Let us revisit it.
The church in Philippi was the first church that Paul had established in Macedonia. Paul was in
prison at the time of writing and he is writing to thank them for their gift that he had carried to the
Jerusalem church on their behalf. The church in Jerusalem was having a particularly hard time. Paul
concludes his letter with this exhortation on how the Philippian church friends should continue to
conduct themselves in their day-to-day lives and in particular in their difficult times.
Are we living in difficult times right now? The answer has to be ‘’yes’’. The nation has been
in isolation in various degrees of severity for most of the year; our Church calendar has suffered
disruption in that all its festivals – its important dates have been observed in family isolation rather
than corporately. Many of us thought that the ‘’let up’’ in August was very much needed. The Philippi
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Cont’d. from page 11
church had different problems in that the Christian fellowship was of necessity living apart from the
outside world yet was facing divisions within itself, so they also had difficult times. The letter from
Paul applies to both communities, both then and now, both them and us.
Now I return to the Letter to the Philippians. On receiving the letter from Paul they must have
treasured every word their friend wrote. The letter would have been handed round the church friends.
They would have kept the letter as a treasure in the church ‘Books’. It would have been read to the
church on special and spiritual occasions. When others, later, collated material about the apostles and
disciples of Jesus it became part of ‘Holy Scripture’. At the Council of Nicea, some 300 years later it
was included in the New Testament Canon, and so we have it today because the church treasured
its record of its Friend.
What does Paul exhort them to do at the close of that letter, chapter 4?
I copy it below, do read it slowly, thoughtfully.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, and whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things.
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and
heard and seen in me,
and the God of peace will be with you.
Philippians 4:4-9.
I particularly like the sentiment in the penultimate line, ‘and seen in me’
I wish you well in the month of November. Thereafter we enter Advent and will be celebrating the
Good News and the Gift of Christmas tide.
I wish you Gods’ richest blessings,
as we continue our New Start,

										Geoffrey Peterson

