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The magazine of Potters Bar United Reformed Church

Happy Mothering Sunday - 22nd March

Use your voice for Kindness
Your ears for Compassion
Your hands for Charity
Your mind for Truth
Your heart for Love

The News - March 2020

It has long been a source of
irritation that few people in
Potters Bar appear to know the
location of the United Reformed
Church; however mention
Tilbury Hall and there is instant
recognition. As a consequence
in 2012 our nursery school, long
referred to locally as Tilbury
Nursery, accepted the reality
of the situation and changed its
trading name accordingly.
But why Tilbury Hall? In the
early part of the twentieth
century Horace Tilbury owned
a baker’s shop at the corner
of Mutton Lane and the High
Street where Canada Life now
stands. Behind the shop lay a
very large field where Sunday
School children from north
London would come to hold
their summer picnics refreshed
by Horace’s products. Horace
was very public spirited and
as he approached retirement
in the 1930s he divided the
field and covenanted portions
suitable for a new cottage
hospital (now Tesco), a cricket
ground, a bowling green and a
fire station.
Horace’s wife was a member
of the growing Congregational
Church and so the Church
benefitted also when in 1938
he gave a 2.5 acre site (roughly
where Tesco’s filling station
now stands) to allow it to
expand further.
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A replacement Church was
designed and foundations
laid but in September 1939
the war intervened and the
site was requisitioned for the
war effort to build inter alia an
Air Raid Precautions (ARP)
station. By 1952 when the land
was returned to the Church
it had been decided that it
would be better to remain on
the Darkes Lane site, so the
land was eventually sold and
the money used to fund the
present Church complex which
was opened in 1966 and leave
sufficient capital, the interest on
which would provide for future
maintenance.
As well as offering a larger
Church, the additional facilities
also took account of members
interests by including a stage
for theatrical productions and
a badminton court sized hall.
In these pre Wyllyotts days
when the main alterative was
Oakmere House, Tilbury Hall
quickly became a hub for the
local community and was much
in demand.
Roll on fifty plus years and the
facilities are still very popular
although the usage profile is
different as badminton has
long gone and stage shows
are infrequent. In addition
the reduction in interest rates
means that major maintenance
projects are now largely
funded from the diminishing

capital while running costs
are higher as paid staff have
had to assume some of the
tasks previously undertaken by
volunteers.
How best to deal with the
changed situation is still under
discussion by the Elders but
Robert will unveil the latest
Church accounts at the AGM
on Thursday 19th March when
it is hoped that members will
make every effort to attend.
Another important event this
month is the dedication of our
defibrillator. This will take place
after the morning service on
Sunday 8th March when we will
be joined by several of those
involved in the project including
County Cllr John Graham
and his wife (John gave us a
grant from his Locality budget
which paid for the cabinet),
Mark Herbert (Adrian Gray’s
brother’s son-in-law) who in
recent years has looked after
all our electrical needs but on
this occasion donated his time
to install the defibrillator, and
Dave and Arline Hursey who,
as trustees of ‘Defibrillators
in Public Places’ set up after
the death of their son James,
sourced the equipment for us.
(Those who would like to know
more about their charity should
look up www.dipps4james.
co.uk).

Alastair Maclean
on behalf of the Elders
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Easter Breakfast
A new decade a new group of people for this year’s Easter breakfast on Sunday the 12th April, put
the date in your diary and prepare for another tummy filling event. Yes its time to search for the
elastic waist trousers and skirts hiding at the back of the wardrobe, bring them out and dust them
off to check they are still in good working order. As always we will have all the usual breakfast
favourites eggs, bacon, sausages and much more all to be washed down with a good old cup of
tea or coffee depending upon your penchant. The one thing I will tell you, it will be much better
than the Jury’s, Novotel, Mercure, Hilton and many more hotel breakfasts that I have had the
unfortunate pleasure of eating in over the last few years. So please book the date in your calendar
and look out for the notices but most important of all add your name to the list in the vestibule to
book your place.
PS remember to put your lunch time back as you will need time for your tummy to recover from
the overindulgence.
										Martin Willis

Church Officers and Elders
Minister: Vacancy
Serving Elders
Tony Corfe		661160
Robert Hillyard
654165
Alastair Maclean
653636
Janet O’Connor
856967		
Frank Palmer		
873179
David Ramsay		647300
Secretary

David Ramsay
Tel: 01707 647300

Treasurer

Robert Hillyard
Tel: 01707 654165

Lettings Officer Jane Wood
Mobile: 07879 687569
Premises
Manager

Caroline Sutherland
Mobile: 07411 961770

Chairman
David Ramsay
Premises &
Tel: 01707 647300
Finance
Committee		
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Church Family
A number of our church members went for tea with Lilla &
Ken on their Birthdays. We had an enjoyable afternoon and
their daughters, Carol and Heather made lovely cakes for us
all to enjoy. Lilla & Ken have now settled in their new home,
Lyndon House, Sandridge, and would love to see visitos.
Tony has visited Peter Charge a few times as we haven’t
seen him in church lately. He is OK but finds the effort of
coming out difficult. We do miss you in the choir Peter and
we send you our love and prayers.

Knit for Peace
It is about a year since I updated you on the work of this charity - needless to say our H.Q. in Hampstead
has been as busy as ever. The need is endless, large quantities of blankets, clothing and dolls have
been sent to Syria and to Syrian refugees in Turkey. The number of refugees in the Greek Islands has
increased enormously and Lesbos has over 13,000 with facilities for just over 4,000. They specially
need large blankets as the nights are cold and they sleep on the ground.
The needs of those in the U.K. have not been ignored - lap blankets and twiddlemuffs went to various
care homes particularly those caring for patients with dementia. Twiddlemuffs have been supplied
to the N.H.S., London Ambulance Service, as they have a calming effect on patients and we have
now been approached by other ambulance services.
I have given some “Love for Peace” wool to the new “Knit & Natter” group recently started in the church and
look forward to receiving the end results in due course. The articles will be very welcome such is the need
we can never have too many.
										Audrey Ward
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Services through February
Geoff Peterson led our worship on 2nd February and continued his recounting of Jesus’s early life
and Baptism as part of the Epiphany Period. A commentary on the Beatitudes (Matthew 5) formed
the second part of his address. Both are on our website at https://pottersbarurc.org/services/ .
The flowers today (beautiful, as ever) were from the Flower Fund. It’s great to see how many people
have put their names on Albert’s list to fill gaps that have opened up as a result of members passing.

* * * *
Today saw Christine Emmanuel in church
– a very welcome visit, but tinged with
sadness as her Moravian church has
recently had a fire and they are worshipping
in a hall.

During her period of study to become a minister, Christine regularly worshipped with us and on many
occasions led our worship. Tony Corfe has suggested we might want to make a donation to Christine’s
Moravian church to help their recovery. I think it’s an excellent suggestion. If you would like to
participate, please bring your donation to church next Sunday – or if you are away, let me know your
commitment, We’ll get 20% (via gift aid) to make it all the sweeter!

* * * *

Tony Alderman
It was really great to have Tony back to lead our worship after
his latest brush with the NHS. Their attempts to lose him in the
system (somewhere between UCH and Royal Free) would be a
fine “Patient Story” for our NHS Commissioners to reflect on.
For us, as “Patient, patient Mark 2”, they were great comedy
- vintage Tony!
Having, as usual, found a message for us in his experiences,
Tony went on to share with us his thoughts - “Taught by the
spirit” - on the three Bible readings (it was nearly four). With
Storm Ciara in full flow we were a little light on attendance,
so if you would like to hear (or re-live) Tony’s gems, click on
the link below. https://pottersbarurc.org/services/
Robert Hillyard
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Carole Elphick’s Service
On 16th February we tried out a new layout for the church for Communion and welcomed back an
old friend to lead our worship, which as usual was most enjoyable. Carol’s reflections were on the
decisions we must make - not the least of which was the colour of which scarf she would wear.

Church Flowers
Just a word about the picture of flowers that appear in the Order of Service. As the O of S is
printed and photocopied before the flower arrangement is completed for the current week,
the picture shown is always from the previous week.
The information for the Church Flowers ‘today’ is given in the box of details and of course
will appear the following week.
Since we have been showing the flowers week by week, and also Albert’s article in the last
News, so many more people have contributed - some for a second time, which is marvellous,
and there are now fewer weeks when the Flower Fund will need to pay. Thank you.
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Well done Potters Bar URC!
A big thankyou to everyone
who made yesterday’s Synod
Treasurer’s Day in our church
a big success. We had begun
to get nervous as the numbers
crept up to close to 100 (we
only have 105 white mugs), but
we could welcome Treasurers,
Trustees and Team Members
with Tea, Coffee & a Danish.
Then more Tea & Coffee at
the morning break and Soup
and Bread for lunch (to go
with packed lunches). We had
lunch in Tilbury Hall and the
Synod’s HSE advisers set
up a “Surgery” in Alan Bray.
Everyone was happy and
complimentary about the day.
Alastair provided sound and
projection for the presentations,
and David R and I did
welcomes and housekeeping
announcements and – of course
– sat in for the day’s programme
The programme covered a
lot of ground, finance, legal
and practical items such as
Safeguarding.
We were surprised that some
churches do not yet prepare
and submit formal accounts to
Synod (so there was a tutorial).
M&M payments are a perennial
item: the fact that the average
contribution per person is £477
in our Synod was a bit thought
provoking – though the main

tithe is on investment income
(60%), Manse letting income
(50%) and member giving
(47%). From conversations
with others it seems we are
not the only church to have
significantly reduced our
M&M contribution because of
increasing financial strain,
A little more encouraging
were the presentations on
Health & Safety and regulatory
compliance, where we seemed
to have all the right boxes
ticked, and on safeguarding
(David R as our Safeguarding
Officer paying close attention).
I asked a question about
safeguarding for children’s
parties and having listened to
the advice given, had a whisper
in the ear from Caroline to say
we were already doing it!
I asked around and found
that some other churches
are still coming to terms with
these topics and their financial
implications.
It was good (as a trustee) to
find we are generally well on
top of meeting our compliance
obligations. We owe a
considerable debt of gratitude
to Caroline (and Jane Wood ,
in respect of lettings terms and
conditions) for taking things
forward for us and building on
the sound position inherited

from David Morris. Caroline and
Jane meet with the organisers
of parties to take them through
the hire terms and conditions,
their responsibilities, and to
outline what we do to keep
them safe and who to contact
during a party if help is needed.
It takes time, but a good
understanding on both sides is
an important part of good dayto-day safeguarding.
We were told we should have
a lone worker policy – and we
do – but it is currently focused
on our paid staff. We have yet
to develop and disseminate the
policy to church members. It’s
going to be voluntary – that is to
say people will have to decide
whether they will use what will
be on offer – but we will have
recommendations on things
you should not do if working
alone (like using ladders!)
and how to let our premises
manager or caretaker know if
you are going to be working
alone in the building and for
how long. There will be more
on this later!
Finally we were warned
that night sleeping (that is
people sleeping in the building
overnight) was a huge “can of
worms” in terms of Health &
Safety. Thankfully we have no
plans in that area!

Robert Hillyard
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Alan Dorn (Pianist)

Alan gave us a very enjoyable Piano Recital on 7th February. “The Spanish Connection” is now
on our website at https://pottersbarurc.org/latest-news-2-2/ , so if you missed it – something to
enjoy!
Hertfordshire resident Alan Dorn performs regularly in solo and chamber repertoire in London and the
south east. Alan first appeared at Potters Bar in 2019, accompanying Stephen Jones in an English
and American song recital. He enjoys constructing themed piano recital programmes – this Spanish
programme follows ‘The Italian Connection’ from 2015, and a French follow-up is also planned.
Alan currently studies classical piano with Dorian Leljak and jazz piano with Marco Marconi. He has
received advice from artists such as Leslie Howard, Philip Fowke and Christine Stevenson, and holds
a Fellowship diploma in piano performance from the Royal Schools of Music.

Music in our Church
This year we are proposing to perform Faure’s Requiem
on Good Friday 10th April
at Potters Bar United Reformed Church.
Rehearsals will be on Monday evenings:
March 16th, 23rd, 30th and 6th April
from 19.00 - 21.00. All singers welcome.
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Phoenix Evening - Jean Morse
Jean gave us a most interesting evening telling us of the beginnings and history of the Potters Bar
Theatre Group and then we saw photos of the many roles she and her husband Desmond had taken
over the years, including leading parts, the most memorable being Queen Mary. Gay Potter was also
a member for many years and she and Jean still meet up regularly with old friends from the Theatre
group. As we all know, their shows continue to be excellent.

Prayers

When my daughter was young, she was glad to say her prayers, but she always worried whether
God would know which little girl she was. One night after the usual ‘Amen’, she dropped her head
upon her pillow and closed her eyes. After a moment she said, “Lord! This prayer comes from 203
Seldon Ave. I’ll get you the postcode tomorrow.”

Colourful writing

The foreign student, writing a letter to the superintendent of the mission society, desired to end with
the words: ‘May Heaven preserve you.’ Quite confident of the meaning of ‘preserve’, he looked it
up in a dictionary. When the letter reached the director, it ended with the words: ‘And may Heaven
pickle you.’

A senior moment

I made a list. I checked it twice. I left it at home.
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What constitutes the Church ? – Jesus is Lord !
We live opposite the New Catholic Church in Mutton Lane, we watched it being built and stood in
awe as the large, wood roof beams were lifted off a low-loader Lorry and gently put into place on the
walls. I am quite impressed, too, with the Baptistery or font and its elegant sheet of flowing water. It
is an inspiring building and makes a fine landmark that visitors cannot fail to see. If one goes up the
road from the Station to the High Street- the Walk- there is another fine building at the top end, it
is the Parish Church. Again, another fine building and totally different from the first one mentioned.
Another Church, this time a somewhat odd shaped one, stands in Darkes Lane, at the top of the Lane,
and that’s the PB United Reformed Church. Here are three good land marks and they are marked on
the map as such – but really I have talked about three buildings, they are not the ‘churches’ of ecclesia.
So what is ‘the Church’, then? The church is a meeting place and it houses people, those people
could have gathered in a house or in a field and still be described as a Church. The Church then is
more than a building, it is an assembly of people meeting together with a common purpose and that
is to worship God. However it is even more than that – it is an assembly of people who profess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, Lord of their lives, people that profess that Jesus Christ is the person that died
for them, that rose again after that terrible event and who now intercedes for them in the house of the
Father, our God. Such a Church would be happy to sing:
					
He is Lord, He is Lord;
				
He is risen from the dead, and he is Lord,
				
Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess
				
that Jesus Christ is Lord
					

Anon, (based on Phillipians Ch 2 vs 9-11).

May I ask you my brother, my sister, how do we shape up to that description of a Church, do we confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord of our lives and live like it too?
The Gospel of Matthew sets out to describe in detail much of what Jesus talked about and did and
gradually his friends or disciples began to understand his Mission, who he really was and what his
work of the Salvation of mankind entailed. During one of these teaching sessions Jesus turns to his
disciples and asks them the question
				
‘who do people say that I am?’
a discussion ensues, then he asks his friends
				
‘but who do you say that I am?’,
straightway Peter says:
				
‘You are the Messiah the Son of the living God ‘.
Here then is the Confession of a simple, Galilean fisherman, a profound statement indeed, and one
that we need to think about.
Jesus replies
				
‘’good for you Simon and upon this rock I will build my Church
				
and the gates of hell will not prevail against it’’.
- do read the account in Matthew’s Gospel chapter 16, vs 18

Cont’d on page 10
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Cont’d from page 9

There is a lovely play on words here with Simon, Peter and Rock.
But there is more in this verse, the rock here is Peter’s Confession that : Jesus is the Son of the Living
God”
and then we see that the Church – the body of people who also believe - is to be built upon this
Confession.
More is to follow as the disciples, and Peter, are taught about the love that the Father has for them,
and all mankind. They learn how the Father allows His Son to be given at Calvary for them - and for
you and me.
After Resurrection Sunday they see that this Jesus still lives. At Pentecost they see and experience
the fact that he promised to leave His Spirit to be their Comforter and friend.
This then is what we, and the Church universal (or Catholic Church), believe. This belief constitutes
our faith – but we have to make that confession of our own personal belief first. Next we set out on a
path of commitment to the Lord Jesus, by walking daily with Him and trusting in Him. We begin on
our path toward Holiness. A body of people with this objective is a Church, the building is incidental.
By meeting in the building we can help each other and together follow that path.
The early Church grew because the body of believers wished to share the joy of their belief with
others and indeed this is the other part of that verse
				
‘’and upon this rock I will build my church’’.
Jesus told his followers to
				
‘’go out into all the world and make disciples’’.
The early believers did this by visiting the local Synagogue because this was the meeting place for
the local community; Paul did this by using the market place or Forum. This was their Mission given
them by the Lord, so this also is the Mission of our Church today. We have a commission to go out
into our Community to tell of the Good News, and we can do this by using our church building.
There is a lovely song in our hymn book (HON 164) that proclaims the Mission of the Church of
Christ;Go forth and tell!
O Church of God awake!
God’s saving news
to all the Nations take:
proclaim Christ Jesus,
Saviour, Lord and King,
that all the world
his worthy praise may sing.
The song continues:
Go forth and tell!
God’s love embraces all;
He will in Grace
respond to all who call
how shall they call
if they have never heard
the gracious invitation
of his word ?
Cont’d on page 13
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Diary for March
Sun 1
		

11.00		
15.00		

Family Service led by John Wainwright
David Ramsay’s 75th Birthday Party

Tue

3

10.30		

Whist morning

Fri
6
		
		

12.30		
13.30		
19.00		

Recital by Stephen Jones
Charity Lunch
Choir Practice

Sun

8

11.00		

Family Service led by Canon Richard Osborn

Mon

9

16.30		

Management Team Meeting

Tue

10

19.30		

Phoenix Group - Ravi Kumar (Hindu Mythology)

Wed

11

20.00		

Elders’ Meeting

Thu

12

14.30		

Knit & Natter Group

Fri
13
19.00		
		
Sun 15
11.00		

Choir Practtice
Family Church with Holy Communion led by Fredwyn Hosier

Thur 19
19.30		
Church Annual General Meeting including
				Nomination of Elders
Fri

20

19.00		

Choir Practice

Sun 22
11.00		
				

Mothering Sunday Family Service
led by Revd Dominic Newstead

Thur

26

19.30		

“Music in My Life” - Mary Cook

Fri
27
		

14.30		
19.00		

Whist afternoon
Choir Practice

Sun 29
11.00		
Family Church with Holy Communion
				 led by Tony Alderman

		

Sat

4

A Reminder - Changed Date
April
19.00 for 19.30 - Church Dinner
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Rotas for March
Duty Officer & Stewards
1 Mar
Sharon Knott................ Margaret Hill, Audrey Ward
8 Mar
Frank Palmer............... Marian Poulton, Margaret Hillyard
15 Mar
Sharon Knott................ Mary Deller, Chris Ramsay
22 Mar
Janet O’Connor............ Margaret Barton, Audrey Ward (Mothering Sunday)
29 Mar
David Ramsay............. Heather Rae, Geoff Peterson
5 Apr
Robert Hillyard............. Margaret Hillyard, Margaret Barton (Palm Sunday)
Preparation of Communion
15 Mar
Chris Ramsay, Audrey Ward
29 Mar
Elders
Communion Servers
15 Mar
T.B.A.
29 Mar
T.B.A.		
Flower Rota
1 Mar
8 Mar
15 Mar
22 Mar
29 Mar
5 Apr

Coffee Rota
1
8
15
22
29
5

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Apr

Bible Readers
1 Mar
8 Mar
15 Mar
22 Mar
29 Mar
5 Apr
Charity Lunches
6
3

Mar
Apr

(Arranger: Albert Waite)			
Flower Fund		
Flower Fund
Mary Cook
Megan Young (Mothering Sunday)
Audrey Ward
Gay Potter
Margaret & Robert Hillyard
Mary Deller, Margaret Hill
Heather Rae, Geoff Peterson
Chris & David Ramsay
Joan Gooding, Marian Poulton
?

Frank Palmer
Janet Green
Geoff Peterson
Gay Potter
Janet Green
Albert Waite

“The News”
Editor:
Janet O’Connor
8 Heath Road, EN6 lLQ
Tel: 01707 856967
Assistant Editor:
Mary Deller
Tel: 01707 652595
All copy must be in the
hands of the Editor by
15th of the preceding month
The next issue of “The
News”will be available for
collection on Sunday
5th April

Margaret & Robert Hillyard, Jean Morse, Daphne Maclean
Mary Deller, Heather Rae, Marian Poulton
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Cont’d from page 10
So, this month, I offer you a challenge, to live out your faith, to enjoy your salvation, and to share it
with somene else.
The song continues with another three stanzas;Go forth and tell!
where still the darkness lies;
Go forth and tell!
The doors are open wide;
Go forth and tell!
O Church of God, arise !
									James Edmond Seddon
I trust that we shall sing this song, together, in Service sometime soon as it has such great words
and the Church in Darkes Lane will surely rise !
The month of February is a short month, on the Tuesday 23rd it will be Pancake Day to be followed
by Wednesday 26th which is Ash Wednesday, the day when the Church, starts Lent. As a Church
let us prepare to celebrate Easter and Resurrection Sunday. Then on to Pentecost and the gift of
the Holy Spirit. All three of these are historic events, well attested to in history, as I said on an earlier
occasion our faith is evidence based, its events are real, so to is that personal choice to be saved.
I wish you all a blessed time of Lent and do ponder on these things as you prepare for Easter
Sunday - they are tremendously important events.

										 Geoffrey Peterson

