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Early Spring ﬂowers welcome and
cheer us to the beauty of God’s World
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Counting our Blessings
Oh my goodness, is it really nearly February - that moment when the bright hopes of our New Year’s
Resolutions meets the reality of daily pressures of life and (for some of us) intimations of a certain
weakening of the flesh? Perhaps there’s still the time to step back and step up - you do get a better
view from up there – and reflect on what we are and where we might be going.
As a starting point, I’m certain we are - despite some occasional areas of weakness - a very welcoming
church. We have a great group of visiting worship leaders who come regularly and willingly, reflecting
the great affection we share for each other. Our Elders have shown that they too can lead worship
and the prospect of a Sunday without a worship leader no longer triggers a bout of “blind terror”
amongst us!
We have a creative and inspirational Director of Music whose work with our choir and other singers in
our community, and the concert programmes he puts together for us, has put real flesh on our “Music
& Mission” initiative. Our programme of music is greatly appreciated across our local community and
all who come, including the artists, comment on the warm welcome they receive.
Our Nursery under its new leadership has started a much-appreciated initiative which brings together
residents of Mandeville Court with some of our Nursery children: some Mandeville residents attended
the Nursery Nativity play in December. Church members also visited Mandeville Court to sing carols.
The three people who run our premises on a daily basis are also creative and committed to the future
of our church beyond what we should expect from employees. The Festive Community Open Day they
organised for us (and with us) was a success, and a significant step in building the appreciation that
church members and hall users are part of one community which has a real stake in our interlinked
future.
And then we have a certain larger than life individual, who exudes “can do” from every pore, making
waves and launching new initiatives to enrich our social lives and our worship.
My belief is that worship cannot be a passive experience. It requires and is enriched by action and
engagement in the many aspects of church and community life open to us. Participation builds
community, binds people through respect and affection in working closely together – and on occasions
allows us to glimpse the Holy Spirit working amongst us.
So if there is one New Year’s Resolution I hope you will succeed with, it is to seek out and grasp
the myriad of opportunities, many of them small, but collectively important, that the developing life
of our church community offers us all. With God’s help and a bit of courage we can do great things.
										Robert Hillyard

									On behalf of the Elders
As postscript I’d like to record our sadness at the passing of Frank Green, a loved and respected
member of our church. In his time with us, he was a great exemplar of quiet (though always humourful)
“can do” participation in our church life – as he was for his extended family around the world (Big
Uncle Frank).
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Church Flowers
The current rota list of
donors for the ﬂoral decoration of the Church comes to an
end at the end of April 2020. I
have assumed that members
and friends who contributed
so generously in 2019 will
wish to continue for this year
- if this is NOT correct, please
let me know.
There are more gaps
this year due to deaths and
people moving away, and a
new rota showing these will
be on the Notice Board in the
vestibule during February.
If you would like to adopt a
Sunday to mark an anniversary, birthday or other ‘special’
occasion, please enter your
name in one of the gaps. If
you are able to help and have
no special Sunday in mind,

there is a space at the bottom
of the form to enter your name
and I will slot you into one of
the gaps.
If you are already on
the list of donors, please accept my grateful thanks for
your support. If you currently
only support one Sunday in
the year, and in view of the
number of donors now diminishing, can I request that you
consider adopting a second
(or even a third) Sunday to reduce the claims on the Flower
Fund ?
It is my intention to continue providing an arrangement
of silk flowers in the vestibule
in 2020 whilst attempting to
mirror the changing seasons
so that only ﬂowers naturally in
bloom at that time of year are
included.

Like other items, the
costs of providing ﬂoral decoration of our Church are increasing, particularly at certain
times of the year e.g. Mothering Sunday, but a donation of
£ 30 will ensure that we can
continue to create a welcome
for visitors and provide a focal
point for quiet reﬂection before
Worship. If you cannot adopt
a Sunday, then any donation will be gratefully received
to reduce the costs from the
Church Flower Fund.
Thank you, in advance,
for all your help.

Albert Waite

Church Officers and Elders
Minister: Vacancy
Serving Elders
Tony Corfe		
Robert Hillyard
Alastair Maclean
Janet O’Connor
Frank Palmer		
David Ramsay		

661160
654165
653636
856967		
873179
647300

Secretary

David Ramsay
Tel: 01707 647300

Treasurer

Robert Hillyard
Tel: 01707 654165

Lettings Officer

Jane Wood
Mobile: 07879 687569

Premises
Manager

Caroline Sutherland
Mobile: 07411 961770

Chairman
David Ramsay
Premises &
Tel: 01707 647300
Finance
Committee		
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Church Family
Once again we are sad to report that we have lost another member of our church. Frank Green died
on 19th December. He had been living in a Care Home, Clovelly House, for some time and was
very happy there. One of his niece’s has wrritten an Eulogy on page 15. His many friends at Potters
Bar URC send their sincere sympathy to Frank’s family. He was a valued member here since 2009.

* * * *

We were very pleased to see Gay back at church and the choir after some time. We also have to
congratulate her on reaching her 90th Birthday on 3rd January. We all enjoyed some delicious fairy
cakes which they had made specially, each one having a letter saying “Happy Birthday”. She was
able to enjoy our wonderful Cello Recital with her daughter-in-law on that day and we sang Happy
Birthday there too. Her family gave her a number of celebrations which included all her grandchildren.
Here’s to the next one Gay.

* * * *

We were very sorry to hear that Pam and Brian Coombe have been so unwell after their cruise,
so much so that they had to postpone our Church Dinner, originally booked for 1st February. We
understand they are on the mend and a date has been provisionally set for 4th April.
We send our love and prayers to you both and hope that you will soon be back to your usual selves.

* * * *

We thank all those kind people who sent Christmas cards to their friends at the URC - too many
for me to list here and wish you all a very happy and healthy New Year.

Provided by
Tony & Barbara
and arranged
by Barbara

Regular Meetings
Tuesdays

09.45

Toddler Group Tilbury Hall

Margaret Steff
(See The News)
(See Order of Service)

Fridays various
Fridays

13.15/30
19.00

Charity Lunch
Choir Practice

Daily

09.00

Nursery School

Daniela Drozd - 07854 843125
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Toy & Gift Service
On 8th December we held our Toy & Gift Service which was led by Anne Walton. Everyone was very
generous and we had many toiletries for the Mums and our table was laden with toys which were all
taken by David & Chris Ramsay to the Mother and Baby Unit at South Mimms once again.

World Day of Prayer - Friday 6th March
10.00 at the Baptist Church
(A Women led, Global, Ecumenical Movement
Rise, take your mat and walk
Women, men and children of all ages are called to “Rise, take your mat and walk” to join this day
of prayer.” Women of Zimbabwe have prepared this year’s service and they encourage us all to
reflect on the difficulties and unrest that have plagued their country over many years. They share the
challenges they have met and the hopes they have for the future. They encourage us to ‘Rise, take
your mat and walk’ with them as they continue their often turbulent journey towards full reconciliation.
World Day of Prayer is an international inter-church organisation which enables us to hear the thoughts
of women from all parts of the world: their hopes, concerns and prayers. The preparation for the day
is vast. An international committee is based in New York and there are national committees in each
participating country. Regional conferences meet to consider the service and then local groups make
their plans. Finally, at a church near you on Friday 6th March 2020, people will gather to celebrate
the service prepared by the women of Zimbabwe.
The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 170 countries. It begins in Samoa and prayer in native
languages travels throughout the world - through Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the
Americas - before finishing in American Samoa more than 36 hours later.
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Cello Duet
On 3rd January the cello duet lunchtime recital was a rare treat for those of us lucky enough to be
present. Molly Parsons-Gurr and Lydia Dobson opened their programme with a beautiful Handel
sonata, and were accompanied at the piano by Lydia’s father Jonathan Dobson, Director of Music
at Queenswood School.
That was followed by a sonata by Barriere, a leading 18th century French virtuoso cellist, for just the
cellos alone. The final item was a suite by the Bohemian virtuoso cellist David Popper: this showed
off our performers’ prowess to amazing effect and proved to be a stunning showpiece, again for just
the two cellos, which at times sounded like an entire section of the orchestra, such was the complexity
of the music.
We hope to see these talented young ladies again in the not too distant future!
One of our audience members today was Gay Potter, enjoying this wonderful recital on the day of
her 90th birthday.
										Stephen Jones

Future Recitals
After a fantastic Cello recital in January (which I missed, being up in the French Alps) – just to let
you know that for our .............

7th February Concert we will welcome Alan Dorn (piano) who will present a Spanishthemed programme .
•
•
•
•

Scarlatti: 3 sonatas
Albeniz: Iberia book 1
Mompou: 3 cancions y danzas
Ravel: Alborada del gracios

Robert Hillyard

We look forward to seeing you there
March 6th		

Ivan Linford		

Organ

April 3rd		

Aino Konkka		

Voice

May 1st		

Michael Broadway

Pianola

June 1st		

Anna La Hair		

Piano

July 3rd		
				
July 31st		

Christina Birchall-Sampson
Eva Maria Doroszkowska
Stephen Jones

Voice
Accompanist

Organ/Piano/Voice?

Charity Lunch will follow all these Recitals.
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Festive Community Open Day
If you were there, you’ll know that our “Festive Community Open Day” was a relaxed, friendly and
above all successful first trial of ideas from Caroline and Jane Wood, Audrey (my Tombola!) and the
Events Group. Footfall was good, though we were never full to bursting. The dance groups kept us
entertained with music and dance for most of the day and we had music and video (later Rod Chilcot
on the piano) in the Church. Tony & Barbara were representing Church and Zambia in the foyer.
The pictures below are mainly from the “set-up” phase before the public arrived. A video will follow
once edited.
A big thanks to the organisers, our hall user partners and of course to the Church, Nursery and
Toddlers stalwarts who manned their stalls (including refreshments) and added to the ambiance. It
wasn’t even an echo of Darkes Fayre – something new which we hope to develop further. Lots of
interesting conversations with the public and the stallholders, many of whom met each other for the
first time. First feedback from our users was very positive and showing interest in further involvement.
It was not intended as a “fund-raiser” but the takings from church activities amounted to just over £400.
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For your interest - The Holocaust
This morning I read a Sunday morning newspaper magazine in which there is an
article entitled “The orphans who survived the Holocaust – and found salvation
in the Lake District”. One of the people interviewed was Mr Harry Olmer. I
don’t know if you remember that Mr Olmer used to be a dentist in Potters Bar
and came to one Tuesday Friendship meeting to talk about his experiences
in a concentration camp and his new life starting in Windermere after the war.
There is a programme being televised on BBC2 on 27 January at 9.00 pm,
entitled “The Windermere Children” and it will be followed by the documentary
“The Windermere Children: In Their Own Words” on BBC4 at 10.30 pm. I
thought you may want to watch this.
										Pauline Morris
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14th-15th December
It was a busy weekend. On Saturday we welcomed the Quorum Singers from St Albans for an “On
Christmas Night” choral concert – excellent! – and we raised around £400 for DIPPs, the charity
who provided our church Defibrillator.
Sunday: This afternoon some of us went to Mandeville Court (next door) to sing carols. Rod Chilcot
played the keyboard for us. In full flow.

On behalf of Quorum Singers of St Albans I would like to thank you all for allowing us to perform at
your wonderful church to raise funds for such an amazing charity.
We all felt very welcomed by the Church community and really well supported. The refreshments
were amazing, you were all so friendly and helpful and the audience were so warm and encouraging.
A particular thank you to Stephen the caretaker for his tremendous helpfulness and determination to
get everything in the right place for us.
It felt very special to have Arline and her daughter in the audience- a charity we will now keep in contact
with and see what else we can do to support.
I hope we raised a good sum of money for DIPPS and look forward to hearing from David, when ready,
to let us know the final figure.
Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas and blessings for the New Year.

Jill Halsey
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When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptised by John………’
Once a month we go to our
Abbey and Cathedral of St
Albans for the Free Churches
Service which is usually held
on the first Wednesday of
each month. This January we
went along as usual, and the
service, the time being postChristmas, was themed on
the Epiphany. Epiphany is a
time when the Church looks
at the early years of Jesus’
life. The Church calendar then
leads us into Lent, Easter-time
and Pentecost in that order.
This year Epiphany ends on
February 23rd, Lent starts with
Ash Wednesday 26th February,
and Easter Day falls on 12th
April. This month I shall write
about the time of Epiphany, so
back to the Abbey and the Free
Church Service.
The service is a short-ish
one, with the usual structure
of about four songs, a prayer
time and then a short talk
or observation on a spiritual
theme. The Free Church
Chaplain, Simon Carver of
Dagnall Street Baptist Church
was leading the worship and
at one point in the service he
chose an unusual song with
the first line;‘When Jesus came to Jordan
to be baptised by John ….’.
The tune was familiar to me
but the words are not in our
Potters Bar Church song
books; which is a pity as the
words and structure are both
well crafted. The song starts
with one event in the early life
of Jesus and then leads into the

rest of his life, the story of your
Redemption.
Luke tells Theophilus
that John (the Baptiser) was
teaching the people in the
province of Galilee and telling
them that they must change
their ways of living and to turn to
God and his ways and baptising
those who committed to do so
in the waters of the river Jordan.
Jesus submitted to the baptism
of John, but then something
very special happened in that
God recognised His Son. The
account is in Luke Chapter 3
verses 21 and 22.
Matthew gives a similar account
in Chapter 3 verses 13-17;
and so does Mark in Chapter
1 verses 9-11. Do take time
to read these accounts and
ponder on them.
The first verse of the song
goes When Jesus came to Jordan
To be baptized by John,
He did not come for pardon,
But as his Father’s Son.
He came to share Repentance
With all who mourn their sins,
To speak the vital sentence
With which Good News begins.
The last four lines tell us three
important things about our
relationship with God our
Father • that Jesus actually shares
our repentance of not putting
God first in our lives,
• that we confess the fact
and do so by ‘speaking the
vital sentence’. Paul tells us
this ‘sentence’ in his letter to

the church at Philippi - see
Philippians Chapter 2 verse
11, and
• that the Good News starts
here.
I think that we tend to forget
that the songs we sing are
often designed to be a teaching
vehicle for the tenets of our
faith, and this was most
certainly true in earlier times
when ordinary people could
not read for themselves. When
you have read (and re-read)
the first verse and savoured its
meaning, I challenge you to the
second verse He came to share temptation,
Our utmost woe and loss,
For us and our Salvation
To die upon the Cross.
So when the Dove descended
On him, the Son of Man,
The hidden years had ended,
The age of grace began.
The first four lines give us hope
in that He is with us in our lives,
and that Salvation is a real and
continuing condition throughout
our lives. The hidden years of
His life – the Bible tells us very
little of his growing up over
the span of about thirty years.
Jesus’ baptism was the point
at which the Father gave his
acknowledgement and seal
upon His Son and His purpose
in your Salvation. Here the
infinite period of Grace begins
for Him and for us.
Now for the final verse which is
both a Prayer of Commitment,
and the Assurance of the Gift
of Pentecost;Cont’d on page 10
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Music at Potters Bar URC
Music at Potters Bar URC is vibrant and varied. On the first Friday of the month at 12.30pm
our Director of Music, Stephen Jones, invites musicians to give lunchtime recitals; these
are followed by a delicious charity lunch. Programmes have included organ and piano
recitals on the church’s excellent instruments, song recitals, music for two cellos, often
given by musicians of international standing, as well as talented local musicians. See
the church’s website for details of the exciting annual programme. Evening concerts are
also given and performers have included Potters Bar’s own Community Choir, Quorum
Singers from St Albans, students from the Purcell School, and the award winning London
based City Chamber Choir.
The church’s own choir, about ten strong at its fullest, is looking to recruit new members
in all voices (soprano, alto, tenor and bass). Under the expert guidance of the Director of
Music, they sing an anthem each Sunday at the morning service and practice on a Friday
evening at 7pm for an hour. The church would also like to hear from any instrumentalists
interested in joining us on a Sunday morning to add to our worship.
Reviving a tradition of performing a choral meditation on Good Friday early evening,
Churches Together in Potters Bar have performed Stainer’s The Crucifixion, Handel’s
Easter music from Messiah, and this year propose to perform Fauré’s Requiem. More
information will be available on the church’s website in due course. All singers welcome.

Stephen wrote this article for the Community News, so we are very
hopeful that we may get some response.

Continued from Page 9
					
Come, Holy Spirit, aid us
					
To keep the vows we make,
					This very day invade us,
					
And every bondage break.
					
Come, give our lives direction,
					
The gift we covet most:
					To share the Resurrection
					That leads to Pentecost
This News Letter is the first of the New Year 2020, so I wish you many Blessings in your Christian
life as we progress into the New Year, and as our Nation embarks upon a new identity and role.
Next month we shall prepare for Easter time and Resurrection Sunday.
We have much to look forward to into 2020 !
									Geoffrey Peterson
[ I acknowledge that the words are drawn from © 1980 Hope Publishing Company, 380 S Main Pl,
Carol Stream, IL 60188]
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Diary for February
Sun

2

11.00		

Family Service led by Geoffrey Peterson

Fri
7
		
		

12.30		
13.30		
19.00		

Recital by Alan Dorn (Piano)
Charity Lunch
Choir Practice

Sun

11.00 		

Family Service led by Tony Alderman

9

Tue
11
19.30		
				

Tuesday Phoenix - History of Potters Bar Theatre Co
by - Jean Morse

Wed

12

19.30		

Elders’ Meeting

Wed

13

14.30		

Knit & Natter Group - please join us

Fri

14

19.00		

Choir Practice

Sun 16
11.00		
				

Family Service with Holy Communion
led by Carole Elphick

Fri

21

19.00		

Choir Practice

Sun

23

11.00		

Family Service led by Revd John Steele

Tue

25

10.30		

Whist Group - learners and refreshersp

TUESDAY FRIENDSHIP - PHOENIX GROUP
2nd Tuesday evening in the month - 19.30 - 21.00
Tuesday, 11th February
Jean Morse tells the
HISTORY OF POTTERS BAR THEATRE COMPANY
Tuesday 10th March - HINDU MYTHOLOGY
Ravikumar shares his understanding of Hinduism
Tuesday14th April - SHAPES ARE MADE
Geoffrey Duffield explains the life of a corsetier
Tuesday 12th May - HOLIDAYING ABROAD
David Morris returns home and shares his exploits
Tuesday 9th June - WORKING AT SHELL
Our first double act brings Audrey Ward and Robert Hillyard to talk about their early
but separate lives working at Shell.
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Rotas for February
Duty Officer & Stewards
2 Feb
Martin Willis................. Mary Deller, Margaret Barton
9 Feb
Sharon Knott................ Chris Ramsay, Margaret Hill
16 Feb
Frank Palmer............... Heather Rae, Geoff Peterson
23 Feb
Robert Hillyard............. Audrey Ward, Margaret Hillyard
1 Mar
Martin Willis................. Margaret Hill, Audrey Ward
Preparation of Communion
16 Feb
Joan Gooding, Mary Deller

Communion Servers
16 Feb
T..B.A

Flower Rota
2 Feb
9 Feb
16 Feb
23 Feb
1 Mar

(Arrangers: Margaret Barton & Margaret Hillyard)
Flower Fund
Albert Waite
Mary Deller
Flower Fund
Flower Fund

Coffee Rota
2 Feb
9 Feb
16 Feb
23 Feb
1 Mar

Margaret Hill, Mary Deller
Heather Rae, Geoff Peterson
Chris & David Ramsay
Joan Gooding, Marian Poulton
Robert & Margaret Hillyard

Bible Readers
2 Feb
9 Feb
16 Feb
23 Feb
1 Mar

Robert Hillyard
Kathy Howe
Jean Morse
Janet O’Connor
Frank Palmer

Charity Lunches
7 Feb
6 Mar

Janet O’Connor, Heather Rae, Albert Waite
Margaret & Robert Hillyard, Daphne Maclean, Jean Morse

“The News”
Editor:
Janet O’Connor
8 Heath Road, EN6 lLQ
Tel: 01707 856967
Assistant Editor:
Mary Deller
Tel: 01707 652595

All copy must be in the
hands of the Editor by
15th of the preceding month
The next issue of “The
News”will be available for
collection on Sunday
1st March
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A trip back in time
Recently the U3A Cultural
and Heritage Group
organised a trip to The
Silverstone Experience. This
new attraction was opened
early October, and a trip was
planned for the 31st . It was an
interactive 2½ hour journey
through the past, present
and future of Silverstone
and British motor racing,
exploring the transformation
from Benedictine Priory and
WW2 airfield to the home of
British Motor Racing.
I was very keen to go on
this trip as my father, who
was in the RAF, was posted
to Silverstone in 1943 when
it opened until it closed
in 1947. He was bomber
command ground staff and
my mother told me it was
basically repairing damaged
planes and training the young
pilots. At the end of the War
it was closed down at short
notice, and he was posted
on. The airfield was small
and the farmers went back
to their land. At first it was
motor cycle racing using the
old runway. Subsequently
it has become the famous
Silverstone Circuit it is now.
There were only a few
buildings and a hangar on
the site and my father was
contacted and asked to point
out where the original toilets
had been.

In the late 50’s my father
got in touch with other
airman from no. 17 OTU
(Operational Training Unit)
and he arranged reunions at
various areas where they had
been. Two reunions were
arranged at Silverstone,
and a stone commemorating
17 OTU was placed on the
Silverstone site, probably in
the late 50’s. I remember
going to this dedication with
many of his remaining RAF
comrades. There this part
of my story ends but on
reading about the trip to
The Silverstone Experience
I booked to go.
I emailed them a week
before the trip to see if the
commemoration ‘stone’ was
still there or had it been buried
under the ‘Experience?’ I had
a lovely reply saying it was
still there and if I spoke to a
member of staff on arriving
they would arrange for me to
go and see it. I duly spoke to
the volunteer Security man
in the Reception area, and
this was arranged after our
going round the Experience.
He said there was a small
area for the RAF exhibition
before the very large Motor
Racing exhibits. We went
into the area for the RAF
years and there was one
formal photograph of various

WAAFs, Servicemen and
my dad sitting in the centre
of them. I could not believe
it. 				
We then went to the
next area and there was a
photograph of the 17 OTU
stone and another one with
the names of the few airman/
pilots killed while based
there. After we had gone
round the Motor Racing
exhibits, and there were
many and of great interest,
especially some of the older
vehicles, we went to see the
security man to arrange the
trip to the stone, and I told
him there was a photograph
of my father. We were then
taken to see the two stones
which were on the track
side. When we got back to
the Reception Area I was
introduced to the Head of
Collections and Research,
and spent about ½ hour
answering her questions.
She then wanted to see the
photograph and was then
able to put a name to the
‘man in the centre’.
I was amazed at the interest
my one remark “that’s my
dad” caused, and have
been invited back when
they open the new Archive
Centre as they have some
memorabilia of the Reunions
he organised.
Heather Rae.

What a lovely story Heather and a wonderful experence for you.
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Music in My Life - Margaret Barton
On 19th November 2019 we enjoyed a most interesting evening hearing Margaret’s talk in
this series. Margaret was born
in Chandler’s Ford, Hampshire,
and when she was a small girl
she was sent to the Congregational Church Sunday School;
it was here that she met Philip
when she was about 4, and they
continued there, becoming Sunday School teachers, members
of the choir, leaders in the Young
People’s League, and Margaret
leader in the Girl Guides. Living so near Southampton she
and her family were very aware
of the war, though being such
a young child she really didn’t
understand the seriousness of
the situation. When Margaret
was 11 she went to the Secondary Modern School in Eastleigh.
She also joined the Choral Society in Romsey, and at the age
of about 14 she first sang the
Messiah. The Church played a
very big part in her life, as it did
in Philip’s.
During her talk, Margaret
showed us many interesting
photographs taken during her
life, and also played us many
varied pieces of music which
had been important to her. In
her mid-teens Margaret admitted she really ‘fell for Phil’! They
collaborated in the production
of a concert in the village Hall,
and they joined the Young People’s Group at Church, becoming members on the same day
in 1947. They were introduced
to Gilbert and Sullivan’s music
by Philips parents, and soon became great fans.
Margaret left school at 16, taking up an apprenticeship with
Boots the Chemist and becom-

ing a dispenser at their Winchester branch where she happily remained for six and a half
years. She and Philip became
engaged in May 1951 and he
soon went off to do his National
Service for two years. Around
this time Margaret came to love
the ballet and managed to see
Margot Fonteyn in Southampton. She and Philip were married in August 1953 and they
moved to Southampton to a
Victorian house where the rent
was 22s.6d a week! Margaret
continued at Boots and Philip
resumed his plumbing career
and studying for HNC. The
radio was their main source of
music at this time, and in March
1955 their first child Suzanne
was born, Margaret having given up her job at Boots. In 1958
their son, Anthony was born and
by then they had bought a piece
of land (for £350!) in Chandlers
Ford and were building their
own bungalow into which they
moved in May 1959. It was a
great thrill and sheer luxury AFTER the privations they had suffered while saving up for their
own home.
In 1964 Margaret and Philip enjoyed their first holiday in Switzerland with their children, and
they loved it so much that they
returned many times, and also
much enjoyed Swiss music. In
1968 Philip received a promotion in the large International
Building Serviced Company
for which he worked, and they
moved to Potters Bar in1968.
They joined Potters Bar URC
(then
the
Congregational
Church), becoming members in
1970. Margaret joined the choir
and also sang with the Oakmere WI choir. Philip’s career
went from strength to strength,

Suzanne and Anthony forged
good careers, and Margaret
enjoyed a lot of voluntary work.
In 1980 Philip’s job took him to
Trinidad for a few weeks, and
Margaret joined him there at the
end. This was the first of many
happy times in various places
abroad. Margaret and Philip
were deeply involved in all the
activities at PBURC which they
thoroughly enjoyed and Margaret ended her talk by looking
back at all her lovely memories
- Golden Wedding in 2003, a
wonderful husband, two exceptional children and three adored
grandchildren. Her talk was interspersed with 13 pieces of varied music ranging from German
Dance Duet, The Ambrosian
Singers, The Skaters Waltz, All
in an April Evening , the d’Oyley
Carte Company, Waltz from the
Sleeping Beauty, Swiss Yodel,
Overture to La Traviata, to ‘Consider yoursel’ from ‘Oliver’

Jean Morse
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Frank Edward Alan Green - 10 October 1927 - 19 December 2019
Frank Alan Edward Green
was born 10th October 1927
in Barnet to Rose & Charles
Green, he had 2 sisters Doris
& Violet and 1 brother Ernest.
As he was the youngest sibling
he spent a lot of time with
brother Ernest and Maud (who
later became Ernest’s wife)
They spent a lot of time in
Suffolk at Walpole where they
often walked around Southwold
searching the beach for Amber,
of course none was ever found!
Frank went to Queen Elizabeth’s
Grammar School after which
he joined Barclays Bank as
a junior. He was conscripted
into the Army whilst there and
served in both Gibraltar and
Ireland. On his return Frank
re-joined the bank until his
retirement and many of his work
colleagues became his life time
friends.
Frank in his early 20’s contracted
TB, during his treatment he
met Ann who was also being
treated for TB in we believe
Barnet hospital. Their romance
blossomed and they eventually
married on the 31st March
1956, Sylvia their niece from
Birmingham was one of the
bridesmaids.
Frank & Ann enjoyed going
away on holidays including

many times to Australia visiting
his niece Elizabeth and her
family together with nephew
Frank enjoying family occasions
whilst they were there. They
would also visit Ann’s Sister
Betty’s family in Birmingham
for numerous family occasions,
weddings, birthday parties and
they always enjoyed the family
atmosphere with their 3 nieces
Sylvia, Audrey, and Shirley
together with their 7 brothers
(nephews) great nieces and
nephews.
They lived a happy and full life
and celebrated their golden
wedding on the 2nd April 2006
at West Lodge Park Hotel
with friends and families from
Australia and Birmingham
but sadly five months later in
September Ann passed away.
After Ann passed away
Frank came to spend many
Christmases in Birmingham
staying with Sylvia & Kevin,
enjoying with other members
of the family many gatherings
and parties which included
New Year, he would always
stay up till the end enjoying
the fun. This came to an end
when his illness prevented him
from travelling the distance any
longer.

Frank attended Potters Bar
United Reformed Church and
was a member of a choir plus
many other clubs. He also had
many hobbies which included
amateur radio, photography,
listening to music and playing
the piano.
F ra n k s h e a lt h s t a rt ed t o
deteriorate in 2018 and after
spending time in hospital it was
decided by health professionals
that he could no longer take
care of himself at home and
would need 24 hour supervised
care. Together with the family
a suitable home was found
for him, Clovelly House Care
Home in Finchley. He settled
and enjoyed life at Clovelly
house even joining in with sing
songs and playing card games
daily with other residents, he
had many visitors including,
Robyn, Cameron and Elizabeth
from Australia and regular
visits from Sylvia, Audrey, and
Shirley until he sadly passed
away 19th December in Barnet
Hospital.
The family would like to thank
the staff at Clovelly House
during his time with them and
his neighbour Roma for all the
help she has given to Frank
and the family over the last
two years.

Sylvia (niece)
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This was sent to me by Stephen Jones - thought provoking possibly ??

