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Dear friends
As it is my turn to write this letter, I am thinking of Advent and Christmas and all that it
entails.
For children it is an exciting time starting on 1st December, opening their Advent Calendars,
or lighting their Advent Candle, with presents and Santa Claus and Christmas trees and
decorations. For parents it is a very busy time - the writing of cards, buying of presents
and quantities of food - some of which will not be touched. For most of us it is a family time
when even the teenagers are expected to stay home.
BUT - the real reason for all the festivities is the birth of Jesus. His parents, Mary & Joseph
travelling from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Mary very pregnant riding on a donkey over many
miles - they must have stopped at least once overnight probably Joseph laying a blanket on
the rough ground for Mary to lie on. And then when they had reached their destination no
comfortable bed but just the stable was all the landlord could offer. Everyone knows the
rest of the story.
So when we are enjoying our turkey, let’s think of all the people in the world who are hungry,
homeless children scavaging in the landfill sites to sell for a meagre amount of money to buy
a slice of bread or less. Those too in our own land who are sleeping on the streets with no
family to care for them.
When the day dawns for us in our warm and comfortable homes let us give thanks for all
the luxuries we enjoy and take for granted .
On behalf of the Elders, I wish you all a very happy Christmas and may the New Year bring
you good health and happiness. We extend a warm welcome to you to join us at any of
our Christmas Services which appear on page 15.							
										Janet O’Connor
									On behalf of the Elders
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CAROL SERVICE
FRIDAY, 20TH DECEMBER
AT
18.30

A Service of Lessons and Carols
Opening Prayer
David Ramsay

and led by
Our Director of Music
Stephen Jones
with the Choir

Church Officers and Elders
Minister: Vacancy
Serving Elders
Tony Corfe		661160
Robert Hillyard
654165
Alastair Maclean
653636
Janet O’Connor
856967		
Frank Palmer		873179
David Ramsay		647300
Secretary

David Ramsay
Tel: 01707 647300

Treasurer

Robert Hillyard
Tel: 01707 654165

Lettings Officer

Jane Wood
Mobile: 07879 687569

Premises
Manager

Caroline Sutherland
Mobile: 07411 961770

Chairman
David Ramsay
Premises &
Tel: 01707 647300
Finance
Committee		
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Church Family
Sadly we have to report that we have lost two more friends from our church since the last Newsletter.
Rosemary Sargeant who had been ill for some time and was living in a Care Home in Arkley and
Rhoda Ballantyne who had left her home some years ago and lived in Greenhill Nursing Home for
six years and finally in a Care Home in Borehamwood. Some memories of them are on page 5 and
on page 7. Rosemary had come to church with her family two weeks ago We shall miss them both
and send our thoughts and prayers to their families.

1st February 2020
Once again Pam & Brian Coombe have kindly
undertaken the catering for our Annual Dinner, so
please put this date in your diary. We are so very
grateful to them for taking on this huge task once
again, for, I think, the 26th year, but they have
assured us that this will be the last.

Christmas Cards
The posting of internal Christmas Cards will be on Sunday 8th and Sunday 15th December. Please
place your cards under the initial on the tables. If your cards are not collected, I am afraid they will
not be delivered to their address. This may be the year to write one card to all your friends which will
be displayed on the board in the vestibule.

Regular Meetings
Tuesdays

09.45

Toddler Group Tilbury Hall

Margaret Steff
(See The News)
(See Order of Service)

Fridays various
Fridays

13.15/30
19.00

Charity Lunch
Choir Practice

Daily

09.00

Nursery School

Daniela Drozd - 07854 843125
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Remembrance Sunday
This was held in Potters Bar URC on the 10th November and the Elders made a really excellent
and inspiring job of it. It was an example of really good team work and every Elder participating in
such a way that they all played to their strengths. I really think they were shocked and amazed by the
praise that was showered upon them by large numbers of the congregation. The congregation really
owe a great debt of gratitude to them all for working so well together to produce such a memorable
service. Thank you Elders you are a great team!

											Mary Deller

Once again Joan Gooding and Albert made the display with the two soldiers “There but not There”

Nursery School Quiz Night
Sixteen church members attended the Nursery School Quiz night and these smiling faces wearing
their medals are as a result of our table getting the booby prize with the lowest marks. As we had
the Macleans on our table who, in the past four years at our Church Quiz, have come top, it was a
bit of a surprise - our excuse was the questions were not for our generation !!
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Rosemary Sargeant - 1934 - 2019
It was a full Church with relatives,
members and friends from the
many facets of her life who gave
thanks for Rosemary at her
Thanksgiving Service on Friday,
15 November.
The second of three sisters and
brother Jim, Rosemary was born
in Loughgall, Co. Armagh in
Northern Ireland. Their father, a
policeman, was moved to Belfast
when war broke out in 1939
while the family were evacuated
to Portadown.

They had no children but in
the early 1980s they fostered a
young boy, Sean, who was 12
or 13 at the time. Sean stayed
with them for only a few years
but he has remained in touch
ever since. Rosemary regarded
Sean as her son and his two
sons, Ewen and Todd, as her
grandchildren.

As well as nursing, Rosemary’s
interests included dancing,
travelling and walking, which
led her to meet Geof on a
rambling holiday in Scotland in
1969. Both Geof and Rosemary
loved travel, the outdoors and
especially rambling and in 1972
they married and set up house
in Waltham Cross before moving
to Potters Bar in 1977.

Rosemary was diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer in 2016 but she
remained positive and continued
with all her activities. It was only
in the last year that her illness
limited her full enjoyment of life.
However Rosemary enjoyed the
parties and outings the Home
organised and took part with
enthusiasm in craftwork and
other activities. She was happy
there and made friends with both
staff and residents.

The school was four miles away
and Rosemary had to walk, an
ability that remained with her
throughout her life, but later all
the girls went to the Methodist
College in Belfast.
Leaving school at 16, Rosemary
initially worked in the glove
department of an upmarket
department store but after three
years she left to train as a nurse
in Belfast City Hospital before
going on to study orthopaedics
and midwifery. Eventually she
became a health visitor working
in places as varied as Brighton,
Stevenage, Banstead and
Watford, in between spending a
year in Toronto at the Salvation
Army Hospital.

holidays and cruises, sometimes
with family or friends, sometimes
alone. Even when she moved
into the Arkley Care Home about
this time last year she had three
cruises booked for 2019 which
sadly had to be cancelled.

Geof and Rosemary had a
long and happy marriage. Their
holidays, often cruises, took
them to far off places including
New Zealand, South Africa and
America as well as Europe. They
loved rambling and became
keen members of the Railway
Ramblers who specialise in
walking along disused railway
lines.
Sadly Geof died in 2013 but
being an outgoing person who
enjoyed meeting new people and
making new friends, Rosemary
carried on living life to the full.
She joined the local U3A, went
to poetry classes, sang in the PB
Community Choir and went on

Potters Bar URC was very
important to Rosemary and she
served as our representative on
the local Women’s World Day of
Prayer committee and assisted
with Christian Aid collections as
well as participating fully in the
life of the Church over the almost
forty years she was a member.
Rosemary was a kind, caring
and generous person who made
friends easily. We will all miss
her.
(Abstracted from eulogies given
at Rosemary’s Thanksgiving
service by her brother, Jim
McClay and Geof’s brother, Ray
Sargeant)

Alastair Maclean
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NO MORE WAR
When their men went off to war, fathers, brothers, someone’s son
talking, laughing, singing, their mothers, sisters and young brides
bravely, smiling, waving, were left behind to worry and weep for
their kin in trenches deep, in mud and filth, blood and gore
they suffered as in any war
Broken limbs, minds and lives, the lucky ones came back to wives
For many others, no returning to their fathers bravely yearning
for there to be an end to war.
So please, no more, no more war, no more killing, no more crying
life's too short so much to do time to laugh time to woo
To smell the flowers feel the sun, those fathers, brothers, mothers’ sons
back to gardens they had made walk hand in hand in a leafy glade
Fall in love and dance and sing, tie the knot with a wedding ring
To ride a bike or sturdy horse free to let life take its course
So please no more, no more war
no more crying no more dying
NO MORE

					Written by Joan Gooding
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Rhoda Ballantyne 7th January 1937 - 1st November 2019
Rhoda was born in Potters Bar
at 6 Baker Street and lived there
until she moved to Greenhill
Residential Care Home, Wagon
Road. Greennhill was her home
for 6 years until when, after an
accident during February of this
year, she broke her hip. Following
the operation to repair the broken
bone she moved to The Forest
Village Care Nursing home in
Borehamwood. Sadly, she was
not able to get out bed herself and
finally peacefully passed away on
Friday 1st November.
Rhoda was a wonderful person
who gave so much time to helping
other people. She was very active
as a Captain in the Girls Brigade.
Rhoda, with her team provided
many experiences to many girls
so that they could enjoy learning to
be independent. Weekly meetings
and frequent trips and camps were
fun for them all.
Rhoda was an Elder of the United
Reformed Church for many years.
She was usually a very quiet person
but who would get involved with
many activities. She and Sandra
Charge not only worked together
in the Girls Brigade meetings but
also ran a craft market for several
years. Rhoda liked to talk to
people and had persuaded several
people to join our church, including
Rosemary Pinchbeck. Rhoda was
always shy about speaking out in
public. She didn’t like to read in
church services, but if you needed
someone to persuade somebody
to do something, she was often the
person there to do just that.
Rhoda was the longest serving
member of our church since
joining in 1956.

Rhoda was supposed to take her
Zimmer frame with her everywhere.
I would put it into the car but after
arriving at church she was often
on her way independently and
leaving me to carry her frame
into the church. She certainly
was stubborn in many ways. She
refused to drink water for a long
time because a doctor once told
her in hospital that she was allergic
to it. Of course, she wasn’t.
Rhoda loved to collect things:
Wo o l , J i g s a w p u z z l e s a n d
scissors. There are stories to tell
about these. She has donated
her brand new, left over jigsaws
to be sold for charity…. So, if you
are thinking of wanting a jigsaw
please speak to me so that I can
clear at least 100 which still remain
in my house.
Rhoda loved animals….
Particularly dogs. Her Benjie
was the best friend she could ever
have. She liked nothing more than
to dog-sit anyone else’s pet while
they went on holiday. Donations to
the RSPCA for the South Mimms

Branch are being accepted in
Rhoda’s name.
The time came some years ago
when Rhoda needed someone to
help her to look after her finances.
Her family had all long since
moved to Yorkshire and while
her brother, Ray, came to visit
regularly he was not close enough
to take on the task. I was happy
to volunteer to help tidy her books,
which up until that time were pretty
immaculate.
Rhoda liked talking about her
family. She spoke fondly of her
nephews and their families. If
there was ever anything that
needed knowing about the church
family Rhoda was the one who
either knew what was going on
or else knew someone who could
share their ideas with the Elders.
She was an active visitor to all who
needed a sympathetic ear.
Rhoda has now left us and along
with many we will miss her.
May her soul Rest in Peace.
		Tony Corfe
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2019

SIMON WORLEY

We ended our 2019 Lunchtime Concert Programme with a very
enjoyable organ recital from Simon Worley, who is Music director at
King Charles the Martyr in Potters Bar. Simon also provided us with a
comprehensive background to each of the pieces he played and his
extensive Biography was very impressive. On this occasion we had
a large audience including Julian (Director of Music from St Marys),
which was very gratifying and most stayed for lunch afterwards. Thank
you Stephen for organising this Recital once again.
The video clip on our website picks up the concert at his second piece
– Prelude, Fuge, et Variation, Op. 18 – Cesar Franck. Simon finished
up with Mozart Changes – Zsolt Gardonyi – a title which he suggests
an association with jazz harmony. And indeed it did! – a piece that was
much appreciated by all. If you would like to revisit the concert, or
missed it, you can view it at https://pottersbarurc.org/latest-news-2-2/
Organ Concerto in D minor (after Vivaldi), BWV 596 		
(i) Allegro – Grave – Fuga
		
(ii) Largo e Spicato
		(iii) Finale Allegro
Prelude, Fugue, et Variation, Op. 18 -			

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Cesar Franck (1822-1890)

Organ Voluntary in D Major No. 6, Op. 6 - 			
		(ii) Andante
		(iii) Adagio
		(iv) Allegro Moderato

J. Stanley (1712-1786)

Fugue in G minor, BWV 578 -					
		
Mozart Changes -						

J. S. Bach (1685 – 1750)
Zsolt Gardonyi (b. 1946)

MOLLY PARSONS-GURR - CELLO
The next Recital will be on 3rd January 2020 followed by Charity Lunch.
Please put this date in your diary.
Programme and Biography details will follow.
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Festive Community Open Day at Potters Bar URC
Tilbury Hall – 7th December 11.00-15.00
The plans for our first Community Open Day were debated with enthusiasm at our Church Meeting
on 17th November. The Open Day is an opportunity for all members of our Church Community to
meet and to “showcase” the activities they hold in our church – to each other, to church members
and to the public.
The Open Day is being planned and organised by our Lettings Team – Jane Wood and Caroline
Sutherland – and the Church Events Group.
To give it a festive fling, church members will man a number of our traditional stalls (a few echoes of
Darkes Fayre) and provide tea, coffee, juice and biscuits. We’ve also arranged for some local small
enterprises to add their ideas and their wares to the mix.
Opening hours are 11.00 to 15.00, with stall holders coming in at around 10.00 to set up.
There will be a series of demonstration events on the Tilbury Hall stage. Provisional timings for these
are as follows:
Stage Timings
11:00 Zumba Class Demonstration
11:30 David’s U3A Dancing Demonstration
12:00 Nick’s Dance School & Rythmix – Chacha, Rumba, Mambo & Waltz
12:30 Angie’ Dance School UK
13:00 Nick’s Dance School & Rythmix – Elite, Junior & Kid’s Latin
13:30 Angie’ Dance School UK
14:00 Nick’s Dance School & Rythmix – Fab Charleston, Git Jive, Fab Jazz
Our regular hirers – Kumon Maths, Zumba, Angie’s Dance School UK, Potters Bar Society and
U3A Dancing will have stalls.
We will also have stalls featuring Flamingo Papere (Greeting Cards), Usborne Books, Curly Swirls
Bakes, Lucy Barnes Hair Scrunchies, Christmas Hampers, Face Painting, Face Glitter & Bows and
the Patient Participation Groups of our three Potters Bar GP Practices combining for Health and
Wellbeing.
Our church members will be offering some old favourites – Tombola, Bric à Brac, Joan Gooding’s
Gift Stall and “Splat the Rat” – complemented by stalls for our Nursery, our Toddlers Playgroup and
Tilbury Lettings (our Lettings Team).
In the Foyer we will have a welcome table with information about our church and information about
the Zambian Church we support and with whom we are closely associated .
We are planning a short Closing Service – open to all - in the Church Sanctuary, with some carols and
a thanksgiving for the efforts and participation of all those who have come to make the day memorable.
What can you do?
If you are not already “signed up” to take part, please do come to church on the 7th to enjoy the open
day, tell all your friends and encourage them to come as well.
Audrey Ward is asking for new items to put on the Tombola Stall and Marian Poulton is after the ‘not
quite so new’ (but interesting!) items for her Bric à Brac stall.
Please bring in your contributions to the church before the day so they have time to prepare, price
and /or ticket the items. 					
									Robert Hillyard
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Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, love divine;
Last month, I dwelled upon the
constancy of God and his love
for us and his promise ‘to never
leave us nor forsake us’ and
that ‘His love is eternal’ - Glory
to his name! These promises
are repeated by the writer of the
letter to the Hebrew church, but
the words come from the time
when the people of Abraham,
under Moses their leader, were
about to journey into the land
that their God had promised
them.
The early churches, Paul, and
the writer of ‘Hebrews’ were
in no doubt that the promise
applied too, to those who put
their trust in Jesus, the Christ
promised from those early
times. Last month I noted that
‘Jesus is the same yesterday,
today and forever’.
The promise of the Gospels is
that when we put our trust in
Him then this is still true today,
what ever befalls us. Since last
month ‘befalls’ has become
‘befallen’ and the nation is still
in ‘limbo’, and part of the fallout is that we have a General
Election during Advent. This
is a pity because Advent is
far more important than the
outcome of our exit from Europe
– important as that is to us.
The period of Advent starts
with Sunday 1st December
and continues until the eve of
Christmas; then we progress
to the Day of Christmas, the
New Year and to Epiphany on
6th January. This Newsletter
will span that period. The
Christmas story is laid out
for us chronologically in the
Gosof Luke, it also appears in

Matthew and Mark. We will stay
with the Lukan account.
Herod was the king of Judea,
this being all of Palestine at that
time. Zechariah was a Priest at
the temple in Jerusalem which
is within and the capital city of
that region. Elizabeth was wife
to Zechariah and they both
lived good lives in the sight
of God – so they would have
been ‘righteous in the sight of
God’ as was Abraham about
two thousand years earlier, the
later being the father of Gods’
people Israel. Elizabeth and
Zechariah have no children
and are very old, yet he has
a vision in the Temple when
an angel tells him that he
shall have a son and he is to
name him John. Six months
into Elizabeth’s pregnancy an
Angel comes to a young girl in
Nazareth who is promised in
marriage to Joseph a carpenter
of Nazareth and a lineal relative
of King David. She is told that
she will become pregnant by
the Holy Spirit and have a baby
who is to be called Jesus and
will be known as the Son of
God. Mary must have been a
wonderful person, to accept
what had happened and she
praises the Lord with the words
‘I am the Lords servant, may
it happen to me as the angel
said’. Soon afterwards Mary
goes to visit Elizabeth who is
related to her and who is six
months pregnant her baby
‘recognises’ the young motherto-be of Jesus and great joy
fills the house. This must have
strengthened Mary enormously
because these were strange

events. Mary must have been
a lovely person, do read the
Song of Mary in praise of these
events which you will find in
Chapter 1 vvs 46 to 56, it is a
lovely song and forms part of
the liturgy of the established
church.
Shortly afterwards John is born
and named; then the Emperor
Augustus calls a census
decreeing that all people must
return to their town of birth and
so Joseph and Mary have to go
south from Nazareth through
Jerusalem to Bethlehem which
is the other side of Jerusalem
and there Jesus is born, to be
worshipped by the shepherds.
Epiphany is the time of the
adoration of shepherds and
wise men; then the episode of
the flight to Egypt and return to
Nazareth occurs next although
Luke does not mention it. Now
I fast forard you to the Gospel
of John (the Divine). John, the
son of Elizabeth is teaching and
baptising in the river Jordan
and he sees Jesus coming
toward him, he says ‘there is
the Lamb of God who comes
to take away the sins of the
world’ thus endorsing the work
and mission of Jesus. He also
says at that time ‘I tell you that
he is the Son of God’. The very
next day he sees Jesus again
and exclaims ‘there is the Lamb
of God’ and thereafter Jesus
begins to collect disciples, and
his redemptive work begins.
Turn now to the beginning of the
Gospel of John (chapter 1) and
read the first 18 verses,here
you find a creation account,
and if you read on to v 42 you
Cont’d on page 14
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Diary for December
Sun 1
11.00 		
Family Service & Holy Communion
				led by Tony Alderman
Thur

5

19.00		

Community Choir Concert at our church

Sat

7

11.00		

Till 15.00

Sun

8

11.00		

Family Toy & Gift Service led by Anne Walton

Tue

10

19.30		

Tuesday Phoenix Group - Barbara Corfe

OPEN DAY

Wed 11
20.00		
Till 21.30 Quorum Choir Rehearsal in the church
		19.30		Elders’ Meeting
Fri

13

19.00		

Choir Practice

Sat
14
19.30		
				

Quorum Concert with wine and soft drinks
Donations to Church Defibrillator

Sun

15

11.00		

Family Service led by Fredwyn Hosier

Fri
20
		

11.00		
18.30		

Nursery School Nativity
Church Carol & Lessons Service

Sun

22

11.00		

Family Service led by Canon Richard Osborn

Dec

24

23.30		

Christmas Eve Service led by the Elders

Wed

25

10.30		

Christmas Day Service led by Tony Alderman

Dec

29

11.00		

Family Service led by Geoffrey Peterson

Diary for January 2020
Fri
3
12.30		
Recital by Molly Parsons-Gurr - Cello
			13.15		Charity Lunch
			19.00		Choir Practice
Sun 5
11.00		
Family Service led by Revd Dominic Newstead
Fri
10
19.00		Choir Practice
Sun 12
11.00		
Family Service led by Graham Disbrey
Fri
17
19.00		Choir Practice
Sun 19
11.00		
Family Service & Holy Communion led by Tony Alderman		
Fri
24
19.00		Choir Practice
Sun 26
11.00		
Family Service led by Mike Findley
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Rotas for December
Duty Officer & Stewards
1 Dec
Sharon Knott................ Margaret Hill, Audrey Ward
8 Dec
Janet O’Connor............ Mary Deller, Margaret Barton
15 Dec
Robert Hillyard............. Margaret Hillyard, Margaret Hill
22 Dec
Martin Willis................. Chris Ramsay, Mary Deller
29 Dec
Frank Palmer............... Heather Rae, Geoff Peterson
Preparation of Communion
1 Dec
Joan Gooding, Mary Deller
15 Dec
David Ramsay, Frank Palmer		
Communion Servers
1 Dec
T.B.A.
15 Dec
T.B.A.
Flower Rota
1 Dec
8 Dec
15 Dec
22 Dec
29 Dec

(Arranger: Albert Waite)			
Flower Fund
Flower Fund (Toy & Gift Service)		
Flower Fund (Christmas)
Flower Fund
Flower Fund

Coffee Rota
1 Dec
8 Dec
15 Dec
22 Dec
29 Dec

Chris & David Ramsay
Heather Rae, Geoff Peterson
Marian Poulton, Joan Gooding
Margaret & Robert Hillyard
Margaret Hill, Mary Deller

Bible Readers
1 Dec
8 Dec
15 Dec
22 Dec
29 Dec

Robert Hillyard
Kathy Howe
Jean Morse
Janet O’Connor
Tony Corfe

Charity Lunches
			
3 JAN

NO CHARITY LUNCH IN DECEMBER
Mary Deller, Heather Rae, Marian Poulton

“The News”
Editor:
Janet O’Connor
8 Heath Road, EN6 lLQ
Tel: 01707 856967
Assistant Editor:
Mary Deller
Tel: 01707 652595
All copy must be in the
hands of the Editor by
15th of the preceding month
The next issue of “The
News”will be available for
collection on Sunday
2nd February 2020

The News -December/January 2020

Rotas for January 2020
Duty Officer & Stewards
5 Jan
Frank Palmer............... Margaret Barton, Heather Rae
12 Jan
Mary Deller.................. Marian Poulton, Janet O’Connor
19 Jan
Sharon Knott................ Audrey Ward, Margaret Hill
26 Jan
Martin Willis................. Mary Deller, Chris Ramsay
.............
Preparation of Communion
19 Jan
Margaret & Robert Hillyard		

Communion Servers
19 Jan
T.B.A.

Flower Rota
5 Jan
12 Jan
19 Jan
26 Jan

(Arrangers: Barbara Corfe & Jean Morse)
Claude & Nigel Hickson
Margaret Barton
Barbara & Tony Corfe
Kathy Howe

Coffee Rota
5 Jan
12 Jan
19 Jan
26 Jan

Heather Rae & Geoff Peterson
Chris & David Ramsay
Joan Gooding & Marian Poulton
Margaret & Robert Hillyard

Bible Readers
5 Jan
12 Jan
19 Jan
26 Jan
			
Charity Lunches
			
3 JAN
7 FEB

David Ramsay
Albert Waite
Tony Corfe
Jean Morse

Mary Deller, Heather Rae, Marian Poulton
Janet O’Connor, Margaret Hill, Albert Waite

Page 13

Page 14

The News - December/January 2020

Continued from page 10

can read a concise account of the person of the (baby) Jesus, his
destiny and work of Salvation of mankind and how you personally
fit into God’s plan.
My heading this month is the first line of that lovely song by
Christina Rossetti:
Love came down at Christmas
Love all lovely, love divine
Love was born at Christmas
Star and angels gave the sign.
		
Worship we the Godhead
Love incarnate, love divine,
Worship we our Jesus
But wherewith for sacred sign?
		
Love shall be our token,
Love shall be yours and love be mine.
Love to God and to all men
Love for plea and gift and sign.
I commend this song to you to think on this Christmas time, and
remember that this is the beginning of the story, it ends with Calvary
with its meaning and purpose, and then Resurrection Sunday which
seals the Truth of that Promise.
I wish you a blessed Christmas.
					Geoffrey Peterson
Tail piece
There are two longish ‘reads’ on the above, do read them quietly
on your own, in your daily Quiet time, they will enhance your
understanding and enhance your personal prayer time. They
would make two sessions - but this newsletter runs over two
months so you should find sufficient time to fit them in alongside
your scheduled Bible reading programme!

Shopping

The manager of a department store put this notice in
the window: ‘If you need it this Christmas, we have it.’
But in the window of a rival, a sign appeared, stating:
‘If we don’t have it, you don’t need it.’

Wise?

When I told my children the story of how the Wise
Men brought gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh for
the infant Jesus, my six-year-old daughter was not
impressed. “Mum, a Wise Woman would have brought
nappies.”

Who Knew?
Who saw the man and
pregnant girl
Pressing through the crowded
street
Struggling through the
human swirl
On tired legs and aching feet?
Who knew?
Who heard her cries, in
labour’s pain
Deep within a battered shed?
Who cared for their
impoverished shame
Who thought about her
grassy bed?
Who knew?
Who, listening to an
infant’s cries
Hearing a birth, they thought
it strange?
Expressed an int’rest,
or surprise?
Who recognised that
awesome change?
Who knew?
Who saw the shepherds
rush along
Through sleeping streets at
dead of night?
Who heard the angels’
glorious song?
Or saw the star that shone
so bright?
Who knew?
Who, fighting through the
Christmas throngs
Or, settling down to watch TV
Eats Christmas food, sings
Christmas songs
Who can the coming
Saviour see?
Who knows?

By Nigel Beeton
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The Ties
As some of our gentlemen from the church were lucky enough to choose some of Maurice’s beautiful
ties - his daughter said he had about sixty - they wore them on the Sunday. Canon Richard Osborn
led this Service.

We invite you to join us at any of our Christmas Services
Sunday, 8th December at 11.00 - Toy & Gift Service led by Anne Walton
Saturday 14th December at 19.30 - Quorum Choir Concert with wine & soft drinks
Friday 20th December at 18.30 - Service of Lessons & Carols.
Tuesday, 24th December at 23.30 - Welcome to Christmas led by Tony Corfe
Wednesday 25th December at 10.30 - Christmas Day Service led by Tony Alderman
Our services are relaxed, informal and friendly. People of all ages attend,
children are welcomed. Services run every Sunday mornng from 11.00 - 12.00.
Tea and coffee are available after the service in the Vestible.
On the third Sunday of each month Holy Communion is celebrated at our morning service.

Page 16

The News - December/January 2020

Some more photos of Rhoda and Rosemary

A member of our church gave me this poem a few years ago, but I have
never used it as I thought it may offend some people. However, as I, myself
am now in the 80 plus bracket I thought I’d take a chance and hope it may
cause a chuckle.
Twas the night before Christmas at Rock-Away Rest
And all of us seniors were looking our best.
Our glasses, how sparkly, our wrinkles how merry,
Our punchbowl held prune juice plus three drops of sherry.
A bed sock was taped to each zimmer, in hope
That Santa would bring us jelly babies and soap.
We surely were lucky to be there with friends,
Secure in the residence and in our Depends.
Our grandkids had sent us some Christmasy crafts,
Like angels in snowsuits and penguins on rafts
The dental assistant had borrowed our teeth,
And from them she’d crafted a holiday wreath.
The bed pans, so shiny, all stood in a row,
Reflecting our candle’s magnificent glow
Our supper so festive - the joy wouldn’t stop Was creamy warm oatmeal with sprinkles on top.
Our pudding was jelly, so jiggly and great,
Then puree of fruitcake was spooned on each plate
The Social Director then had us play games
Like ‘Where are you Living” and “What are your Names”
Old Grandfather Cooper was wearing three coats
Proclaiming that reindeer were nothing but goats
Our resident wanderer was tied to her chair,.
In hopes that at bedtime she still would be there.
Security lights on the new fallen snow
Made outdoors seem noon to the old folks below
Then out on the porch there arose quite a clatter
But we are so deaf, it just didn’t matter
A strange little fellow flew in through the door,
Then tripped on the sill and fell on the floor
Twas just our Director, all togged out in red
He jiggled and chuckled and patted each head.
We know from the way that he strutted and jived
Our social security cheques had arrived.
We sang - how we sang - in our monotone croak.
Till the clock tinkled out its soft eight p.m. stroke.
And soon we were snuggling deep in our beds
While nurses distributed nocturnal meds.
And so ends our Christmas at Rock Away Rest
Fore long you’ll be with us, We wish you the best.

