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Dear friends
I am an enthusiast for Christians working together. We share a faith in the risen Christ
and must do all we can to show the world His love. While we can treasure what makes us
distinctive, and I treasure the Reformed tradition, we are all Christians, which should mean
us loving those of other faiths.
Whether through formal partnerships or less formal patterns of common life, we Christians
have to show the world how we love one another. One of the Reformed distinctives is our
ministry of ordained eldership. On May 19 we have a service of induction in which we will
welcome six such Elders to service amongst us. These five men and one woman have been
called by God to lead our congregation. The URC manual spells out what this means. They
have been called to discern the very mind of the living Christ. They will need the support of
all our prayers.
In leading our congregation these Elders are also called to represent the whole church.
At Easter another Reformed thought concerns our rededication to the way of Christ. This
should form the basis of our new Elders conduct of their duties. Pray for us all as we follow
our dead and risen master.

									Nick
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Potters Bar Assisting Disability (PoBAD) Charity Registration No. 1095007
Potters Bar Assisting Disability (PoBAD) is a registered charity which provides and assists in the
provision of facilities for the residents of the area of Potters Bar who have need of such facilities by
reason of their disability or infirmity.
Currently we provide transport for disabled residents of Potters Bar in a 9-seat welfare vehicle with
tail lift which has provision for 3 wheelchairs. The vehicle is also available for hire to other similar
organisations.
There is no charge for our transport services, but we ask for a mileage contribution only, and these
contributions are our only income. We can also provide small grants to help provide aids and
equipment.
We would like to advertise our services more widely to the residents
of Potters Bar and we feel that you may know of people in your
congregation who would welcome our help.
Our Chairman is David Vallance who can be contacted on 01707
645909 and our Secretary is Valerie May on 01920 412469.

Church Officers and Elders
Minister: Revd Dr Nick Brindley
						

Tel:
Mob:

01707 655793
07923 197722		

Serving Elders
Tony Corfe		
Robert Hillyard
Alistair Maclean
Janet O’Connor
Frank Palmer		
David Ramsay		

661160
654165
653636
856967		
873179
647300

Secretary

David Ramsay
Tel: 01707 647300

Treasurer

Robert Hillyard
Tel: 01707 654165

Lettings Officer

Jane Wood
Mobile: 07384 836243

Premises
Manager

Caroline Sutherland
Mobile: 07411 961770

Chairman
David Ramsay
Premises &
Tel: 01707 647300
Finance
Committee		
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Church Family
Rosemary Sargeant who has
been living in Arkley Care Home
for a few weeks has not been
very well recently with a Urine
infection so she is presently in
Barnet Hospital, but I have no
further details as yet.

* * * *
Alastair has visited Rhoda and
she has now returned from
Barnet Hospital to the Village
Care Home in Borehamwood
and was much more cheerful.
We hope you continue to
improve Rhoda and send our
love and prayers.

We were so sorry to hear that
Gay had tripped and fell at
home straining her knee. She
says it is very painful, and very
bruised, and she is not able to
do much at the moment. We
send our love and prayers that
you will soon be back with us
at church AND choir !

* * * *

Please note Kathy Howe has
moved and her address is now:
Flat 2
Livingstone Court
Christchurch Lane
Barnet
EN5 4PL
We hope you will be happy
there Kathy.

We were also sorry to hear that
Ken Smithson is in hospital
in Watford.
He has had
Diverticulitis but his daughter
says he is well on the mend
and expects to be coming out
of hospital shortly. We send
our love and hope you are now
feeling much better Ken.

Topical ?
Whatever the relationship between God and Mother Nature, we know that God wants us to take care
of this beautiful world He gave us. Parents have been teaching their kids about Nature long before
folks began talking of ecology and pollution. There’s the time, for example, when a boy went fishing
with his Dad and was scolded for tossing a banana peel into the stream. “The Lord doesn’t like us
to dirty up His rivers,” Dad explained. Just then a sudden squall came up, with thunder crashing and
lightening forks stabbing down all around them. The two fishermen hurried back to camp through a
drenching downpour. As they sat shivering miserably in their tent, soaked to the skin, the boy looked
out at the darkening heavens and said “All that over one little banana peel”.

This is taken from Dick Van Dyke’s book printed in 1970

Regular Meetings
Tuesdays

09.45

Toddler Group Tilbury Hall

Margaret Steff

Fridays various
Fridays

13.15/30
19.00

Charity Lunch
Choir Practice

(See The News)
(See Order of Service)

Daily

09.00

Nursery School

Helen Lee - 07854 843125
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The uncontrollable Christ
We are not the centre of anything, God is the centre.
Every month Heather and I attend
the monthly Free Churches
Service in the Abbey at St Albans,
last month it was the turn of the
Salvation Army to take the Service,
and we did enjoy their band in the
Cathedral !
In the ‘Abbey News’ I found this
item below written by Dean Jeffery,
I hope that you will enjoy reading it.
In John’s Gospel, Jesus is
frequently enigmatic to the point
of exasperation. If he is asked one
question, he often seems to ignore
it and answers another. Nearly
every time people ask him who
he is, he bats the question back
at them. John the Baptist asks,
‘Are you the One who is to come?’
Answer: ‘Use your eyes: what do
you think?’
Peter asks, ‘Are people right to say
you’re the Messiah?’
Answer: ‘Who do you say I am?’
Caiaphas asks, ‘Are you the Christ
the Son of the Blessed?’
Answer: ‘The words are yours’.
Pilate asks, ‘Are you the King of
the Jews?’
Answer: ‘You say that I am a King’.
If Jesus does give an answer
in John, it’s usually the most
enigmatic kind: ‘I am the vine’; ‘I
am the Son of Man’ (which means,
‘I am the Human Being’); ‘I am
the bread of life’; I am the door of
the sheep’; ‘I am the resurrection
and the life’; or just plain, ‘I AM’.
He simply will not allow them to
pin him down. So what is really
going on? John’s Gospel is trying
to make us see that with Jesus,
as with God, the normal subjectobject relation that we use in daily
life breaks down. Jewish tradition
already had an inkling of this.
It was forbidden to name God,
because to name something is to
objectify it, to manipulate it, even if
only mentally. And with God that’s

not on. God can never be an object
to us, we can only be objects to
God. The Hebrew name of God,
YAHWEH, means ‘I AM’ or ‘I cause
to be’. God is the only self-existent
being, the one source of all that
exists. The universe and all of us in
it are no more than thoughts in his
mind, which means we can’t know
about Jesus or God in the way we
know about other things. We can
only know him, or more precisely
we can only be known by him.
We can only truly relate
to Jesus, as we can only truly
relate to God, if we stop trying to
manipulate him as we manipulate
everything else in our own little
world, and realise the truth. Which
is, that we are not the centre of
anything, God is the centre, and
the only life that makes sense is
a life centred on him and lived for
him. If we can grasp that, some of
those weird answers that Jesus
gives people start to make sense.
He says to the Greeks: ‘You want
to see me? You want to know who
I am ? You can only do that by
losing your self-centred self and
surrendering control to God. Just
as the grain of wheat dies in order
to bear fruit, you have to die to your
ego to find your real self in union
with God. Then you’ll see me and
know who I am, because you’ll
actually be part of me’.
And he says to the Jews: ‘You
want to know who the Son of Man
– the Human Being – is? Follow
the light that is in you, and you will
realise that you yourself are a Son,
a Human Being, a child of the light.
You are a person in God’s image,
you are capable of growing to be
in relation to the Father just as I
am in relation to the Father, you in
him and he in you. But to do that
you too must find the real kind of
love, the kind that loses itself to
find its true self in surrender to the
beloved’.

The point is, you can’t objectify
Jesus, you can’t pin him down, or
contain him, or make him march
to the beat of your drum. But
of course you can try. You can
keep on asking questions and
misunderstanding the answers.
You can keep on trying to control
him, tame him, explain him,
sanitise him, categorise him, and
when it doesn’t work, you can
even pin him down literally and
nail him to a cross. You might
think for a while you’ve got him
where you want him. But in the
end, he always eludes you. You
can’t possess him. You only know
him at all, when he possesses you.
At the end of John’s Gospel Jesus
looks well and truly pinned down
and under control. Joseph of
Arimathea anoints the crucified
body, wraps him up tight in the
grave clothes, shuts him in the
tomb, rolls over the stone, and
that’s that. Except that it isn’t.
There’s still no containing him, not
even as a memory.
This is beautifully put in a little
poem by William Vanstone, called
‘Joseph of Arimathea’s Easter’:
‘He’s gone’ says Joseph, ‘and
with Pilate’s leave
eases the nails and lowers him
from the tree;
Wraps him in reverent and
tender thoughts,
and lays him in the cave called
Memory.
That cave is deeply hewn in
Joseph’s heart;
All that’s within will always be
his own:
In memory’s cave the treasure
of his past
is safe for ever, walled and
sealed by stone.
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Continued from page 4
‘He’s safe’, says Joseph, ‘safe in
this cool place
And no one now can take my
Lord away.
In years to come I’ll still see his
dear face
as clearly as I’ve seen it on this
day’.

.

‘He’s gone!’ cries Joseph at the
empty tomb.
But Mary says, ‘He’s left a word
for you:
He cannot rest content to be
your past.
So he has risen to be your
future too’.

Jeffrey
The Rt Reverend
Dr Jeffrey John
Dean of St Albans Abbey
Cathedral

A little light relief !
BEAUTY PARLOUR A place where women curl up and dye.
CHICKENS 		
			

The only animals you eat before they are born
and after they are dead.

COMMITTEE		

A body that keeps minutes and wastes hours.

DUST 			

Dehydrated mud.

EGOTIST 		

Someone who is usually me-deep in conversation.

HANDKERCHIEF

Cold Storage.

INFLATION 		

Cutting money in half without damaging the paper .

MOSQUITO 		

An insect that makes you like flies better.

RAISIN 		

A grape with a sunburn.

SECRET 		

Something you tell to one person at a time.

SKELETON 		

A bunch of bones with the person scraped off.

TOOTHACHE

The pain that drives you to extraction.

TOMORROW		

One of the greatest Labour saving devices of today.

YAWN 			

An honest opinion openly expressed.

WRINKLES 		

Something other people have,

Similar to my character lines.
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Maundy Thursday
In an innovation, courtesy of David and Chris Ramsay, we had a “proper meal” together in the church
before celebrating Holy Communion.
The meal had a Turkish flavour courtesy of Mosayeb (and Askular Restaurant) with lamb wraps, flat
bread, grape juice and fresh fruit to follow.
Coincidentally we were just 13 around the table.
After the meal Nick led us in a short Communion Service, with readings by David Ramsay and
prayers by Nick.
We went home well satisfied, both spiritually and temporally! Hopefully not a “one off”? and a
wonderful way to begin Easter Celebrations.
Robert Hillyard
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Stainer’s Crucifixion
On Good Friday evening, The Potters Bar Churches Together Choir consisting of 32 singers, sang
Stainer’s Crucifixion, conducted by our Director of Music, Stephen Jones at our church.
It was a very successful and enjoyable choral concert and act of worship. The music and the libretto
were very moving! Canon Richard Osborn led the prayers at the start and the close of the event
and we all finished up with tea, coffee and one (or more!) hot cross buns.
It was good that around 60 or so members from our churches and friends in Potters Bar came to
listen and support us and there was a Retiring Collection in aid of CTPB Summer School.
We thank Stephen, Simon, Colin & Julian for their time and their expertise and the choir members
for coming to the four rehearsals to give such a polished and enjoyable performance.

Simon Worley - organist

Men only (Recitative)

Julian Zerfahs (Bass)
Colin Gilmore (Tenor

The whole choir
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Easter Sunday
On Easter Sunday we had an early start with the first Communion Service led by our Minister at
9.15 am followed by the 11.00 am Service after breakfast. It was a beautiful sunny day and after
celebrating on two previous days with Maundy Thursday and the Walk of Witness from St Mary’s
Church to the Baptist Church in the morning of Good Friday followed by The Crucifixion Performance
it was good to have our Minister take the two Services on this very special morning reminding us of
the meaning of Easter. As usual the church was full of flowers and Margaret Hill spent Saturday
morning decorating the Cross. Albert did the main two displays and chose and bought all the flowers
and Margaret Hillyard did the table decorations for the Easter Breakfast.

As usual the men of the church had laid the tables beautifully in the shape of the cross and we all
enjoyed a full English Breakfast together with croissants, fruit juice, oranges/grapefruit, cereals and
toast & marmalade. (No lunch needed this day).
We seldom get photos of Robert as he is always the cameraman, but on this occasion he gave me
no less than 24 photos, and it is hard to choose, so I have used many of them. Thank you Robert
										 Janet O’Connor

Easter Sunday
It takes many hours and many people to provide our Easter Sunday. Firstly the flowers and we
thank Albert and Margaret Hill and Margaret Hillyard for their beautiful arrangements. And a big vote
of thanks to Martin Willis who organised the Breakfast – and stayed on with Michelle right to the end
clearing up (No photo of him descaling the dishwasher and removing all the food remains from the
filters – quiet heroism!) And their team of helpers including grandchildren.
And of course our thanks to Maurice, who this year “treated” us all to that breakfast.
And to Nick for taking two Communion services!
									
Robert Hillyard
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David saying the Grace

Today it was Joan’s 91st Birthday

A quartet of Palmers
Thanks for all your help

Maurice treated us all to breakfast
Thank you

Ready & Waiting!
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Jesus said: I am the Way, the Truth and the Life !
You will be reading this
Newsletter at the beginning
of May and Easter and its
celebrations have passed. This
month sees two ‘Bank’ holidays,
the early Spring holiday and
then the Spring holiday (can
you remember the history of
these two breaks?), then comes
Ascension Day (Thursday 30th)
when bills are settled in the
secular world; but in the Church
calendar the day that precedes
the Assurance of Whitsuntide. After the events of the
Resurrection, Jesus told his
disciples to go into Galilee and
wait for him there, when the
Comforter would come to them;
so after his Ascending into
heaven the Holy Spirit would
come to empower them – this
is the gift of Whitsunday, this is
the Assurance that Jesus is with
us and for all time.
This month we can tarry
too, and look at the four chapters
that we skipped last month. I
trust that you followed the Bible
study over the four days and
thereby prepared yourself for
Holy Week and Resurrection
Sunday. These Four chapters
(John 14,15,16,17 ) will fit nicely
into a similar ‘four day read’
format - one for each of four
days, .and we can meet some
deep truths and promises at
leisure.
First, to set the scene.
Remember that John
is recounting to his mainly
Greek followers what Jesus
had said to his friends after the
evening meal on the Thursday,
and through the continuum of
events that led to Good Friday
afternoon. Throughout this time

Jesus’ spirit must have been in
turmoil as he prepared to effect
your salvation - remember that
He was a man, as well as Son
of the living God, yet He was
concerned for the welfare of
his friends when the crunch
time came and beyond. How
would they respond to the
enormous events that were
about to unfold?
We start, then at the Upper
Room, after the evening meal.
Day 1 –the first ‘one day’
read, John Chapter 14.
First read the chapter
through, slowly. The read
starts at the point where Peter
asserts that he will follow Jesus
wherever He goes, and Jesus
tells him that to the contrary, in
a short while he will deny ever
knowing Him. He gives them
the commandment ‘to love one
another as He had loved them’.
They want to know where they
are going, and Thomas - the
ever practical Thomas who
later would doubt that Jesus
had met with some of them
after his resurrection- asks how
they can follow if they do not
know where to go. John tells
us that Jesus responds with the
deeper meaning phrase ‘I am
the way, the truth and the life’.
He then expands it a little with
ever deeper meaning. Here are
some thoughts for today. Have
you understood that statement
in your Christian life?
Philip wants to see the
Father. Jesus says to him ‘Do
you not know me then, Philip ? I
am in the Father and the Father
is in me’. Do you see Jesus in
this light in your Christian life?

The read ends with the
assurance that He will be with
them always, not to be afraid of
what is to come, and gives them
his ‘shalom’. Then they go out
into the quiet night.
Day 2 –the second ‘one day
read’, John Chapter 15.
This chapter contains more
general teaching, yet it gets
deeper and more profound.
Jesus ‘reviews’ what He has
told them over the years that
they have been together. I
wonder if it was delivered as
a general discussion as they
walked slowly and quietly to
the Garden ? Do read it quietly.
What are the salient points
here ?
Jesus is the vine, his
Father is the Gardener, you are
the branches. This is a powerful
statement in that it shows the
relationship between Jesus
and the Father and between
ourselves and the Father. We
are charged with showing ‘much
love’ and producing ‘much fruit’.
This is both a statement of our
obligation and our commitment
to Him.
Later we are told that
it is not going to be easy, and
that the world is not going to like
us for it, but that ultimately we
are not of the world, there is a
greater promise here of finally
being with the Father. In verse
26 (the end of this chapter) is
the assurance that He will send
the Holy Spirit to help us in this
obligation and commitment,
telling us that we are not alone.
Day3 –a third ‘one day read’,
John Chapter 16.
Read this chapter quietly today.
Cont’d on page 13
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Diary for May
				
Fri
3
19.00		
Choir Practice
Sat

4

19.00		

Church Meal at the Old Manor

Sun

5

11.00		

Family Service led by David Lindfield

Fri
10
		
		

12.30		
13.15		
19.00		

Organ Recital with Robert Green
Charity Lunch
Choir Practice

Sun

12

11.00		

Family Service led by our Minister

Mon

13

17.50		

Elders’ Meeting

Tue

14

19.30		

Tuesday Friendship

Fri

17

19.00		

Choir Practice

Sun 19
11.00		
				

Family Service led by our Minister
with Induction of Elders

Fri

25

19.00		

Choir Practice

Sun

26

11.00		

Family Service led by Revd David Aplin

Dates for your Diary
		

21st June

Brookmans Park Art Festival week begins

		
25th June 7.30 at our Church - City Chamber Choir 			
conductor Stephen Jones. More details later

One Sunday when my niece was about three, she was given some pennies for
the collecion while getting ready to go to church. Into her purse went the
coins which sat on her lap throughout the service. When the appropriate
time came, she opened her purse, looked at the man who was holding the
collection plate, and asked him: “How much do you need?”
Peterborough Mail
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Rotas for May
Duty Officer & Stewards
5 May
Martin Willis................. Mary Deller, Margaret Barton
12 May
Sharon Knott................ Chris Ramsay, Margaret Hill
19 May
Frank Palmer............... Heather Rae, Geoff Peterson
26 May
Robert Hillyard............. Audrey Ward, Margaret Hillyard
2 June
Martin Willis................. Margaret Hill, Audrey Ward
Preparation of Communion
5 May
David & Chris Ramsay
19 May
David & Chris Ramsay
		
Communion Servers
5 May
T.B.A.
19 May
T.B.A.		
Flower Rota
5 May
12 May
19 May
26 May
2 June

(Babara Corfe & Jean Morse))
Mary Cook
Peter Charge
Alistair & Daphne Maclean
David & Chris Ramsay
Nora Richardson

Coffee Rota
5 May
12 May
19 May
26 May
2 June

Robert & Margaret Hillyard
Heather Rae & Geoff Peterson
Marian Poulton & Joan Gooding
Chris & David Ramsay
Robert & Margaret Hillyard

Bible Readers
5 May
12 May
19 May
26 May
2 June

Marian Poulton
Margaret Barton
Mary Deller
Janet Green
Robert Hillyard		

Charity Lunches
10 May
7 June
		

“The News”
Editor:
Janet O’Connor
8 Heath Road, EN6 lLQ
Tel: 01707 856967
Assistant Editor:
Mary Deller
Tel: 01707 652595
All copy must be in the
hands of the Editor by
15th of the preceding month
The next issue of “The
News”will be available for
collection on Sunday
2nd June

Margaret & Robert Hillyard, Daphne Maclean, Jean Morse
Janet O’Connor, Margaret Hill, Albert Waite
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Continued from Page 10
They are still walking to the
garden of Gethsemane and
quietness and soon hubbub
will follow.
What are we being told here ?
Firstly, that there will be
pressures to give up their, and
indeed our faith, but to resist
them. He reminds them that
they were alright whilst He was
with them, and that soon the
Holy Spirit will be with and within
them - and indeed you. That’s
today’s Lesson one !
Then comes the question
(verses 16 to 20 ) where are
you going ? answer: to the
Father. When ? answer: ‘in a
little time’. Clearly Jesus could
not tell them of the dreadful
things to come on the following
day, Friday. Then he makes
a statement that he has been
using pictures to prepare them
for the future, the assurance
that the ultimate future will be
victory of a glorious kind.
Day 4 –our final ‘one day
read’, John Chapter 17.
At the end of this chapter we
cross the Brook Kidron and
enter Gethsemane, this chapter
describes Jesus praying for the
disciples, the pace is quickening,

betrayal is very close now.
Read chapter 17 quietly. What
do we learn here,?
As he prepares himself for the
events of Friday, Jesus first
asks for Glory to be seen in Him
as the Son so that Glory may
be given to the Father, next He
prays for his friends that they
may know that He will soon be
with the Father in Glory. Finally
He prays for those who believe
in the message that He gave to
his close friends- or disciples to deliver to others – you and
I – because He, the Son, has
made the Father known. This
last chapter is rather a complex
read, however I trust that you
will enjoy unravelling it and the
Truths and Promises that it
contains.
And so from the end of Chapter
17 we rejoin chapter 18 where
we started last month whilst on
the road to Calvary.
Next month we celebrate
Whitsuntide, the time when the
Holy Spirit manifests himself on
the Church, When the church
is empowered to take up its
obligation to spread the saving
word that ‘Christ is alive and
with us for all time’ !

In summary, a modern song
comes to my mind;Jesus shall take the highest
honour,
Jesus shall take the highest
praise;
Let all earth join heav’n in
exalting
The name which is
above all other names.
Lets bow the knee
In humble adoration,
For at His name every knee
must bow;
Let every tongue confess He
is Christ,
Gods only Son.
Sovereign Lord, we give you
glory now,
For all honour and blessing
And power belongs to you,
Belongs to you.
All honour and blessing
And power belongs to you,
Belongs to you,
Lord Jesus Christ,
Son of the living God.
Chris Bowater 1988
HON 278
Enjoy the month of May !

Geoffrey Peterson

An Irishman who had a little too much to drink is driving home from the
city one night and, of course, his car is weaving violently all over the road.
A cop pulls him over. ‘So,’ says the cop to the driver, ‘where have ya been?’
‘Why, I’ve been to the pub of course,’ slurs the drunk.
‘Well,’ says the cop, ‘it looks like you’ve had quite a few to drink this evening
‘I did all right,’ the drunk says with a smile.
‘Did you know,’ says the cop, standing straight and folding his arms across
his chest, ‘that a few intersections back, your wife fell out of your car?’
‘Oh, thank heavens,’ sighs the drunk, ‘for a minute there, I thought I’d gone
deaf.’

